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PREFACE. 




O ME R IS univerfally allowed to have 
had the grcatcll Invetttion of any wri- 
ter whatever. The praife of judgment 
yirgi/ has juftly contefted with him, 
and others may have their pretenfions 
SJJ as to particular excellencies 5 but his In- 
vention remains yet unrival'd. Nor is 
it a wonder if he has ever been acknowledged the greateft 
of poets, who moft excell'd in that which is the very 
foundation of poetry. It is the Invention that in dif- 
ferent degrees diftinguifhes all great Genius's : The 
utmoft ftretch of human ftudy, learning and indu- 
117, which mafter every thing beiides, can never at- 
tain to this. It fumiflics Art with all her materials, 
and without it, Judgment itfclf can at bed but Jicai 
^wifely : For Art is only like a prudent fteward that 
lives on managing the riches of Nature. Whatever 
praifes may be given to works of Judgment, there is 
not even a fingle beauty in them to which the Inven- 
tion muft not contribute. As in the moil regular gar- 
dens, Art can only reduce the beauties of Nature, to 
more regularity^ and fuch a figure, which the common 
eye may better take in, and is therefore more enter- 
tained with. And perhaps the rcafon why common 
Criticks are inclined to prefer a Judicious and methodi- 
A z ^v\ 
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bil genius to a great and fruitful ooe, is, becaufe they 
'find it eafier for themfelves to purfue tbeir obfervatioDs 
through an uniform and bounded walk of Art, than to 
comprebcml the y^St and varioag extent of Nature, 

Our aothor^s work is a wild paradife, where if we 
cannot fee all the beauties fo diftinflly as in an ordered 
Garden, it is only becaufe the number of them is infi- 
nitely greater. 'Tis like a copious nurfery which con- 
tains the feeds and firil produiElions of every kind, out 
of which thofe who followed him have butfclefted foroe 
particular plants, each according to his fancy, to culti- 
vate and beautify. Jf fome things are too luxuriant, it 
is owing to the richnefs of the foil ; and if others are 
not arrived to perfedion or maturity, it is only becaufe 
they are over-run and oppreft by thofe of a Wronger 
nature. 

It is tp the ftrength of this amazing invention we are 
to attribute chat unequalPd iire and rapture, which is fO 
forcible in Homer ^ that no man of a true poetical fpirk 
is mader of himfelf while he reads him. What he 
writes, is of the moft animated nature imaginable ; 
every thing moves, every thing lives, and is put in ac- 
tion. If a council be .call'd, or a battle fought, you 
are not coldly informed oJF what was faid or done as from 
a third perfon ; the reaider is hurry 'd out of himfelf by 
the force of the Poet's imagination, and turns in one 
place to a hearer, in another to a fpedator. The couri'e 
of his verfes refembies that of the army he defcribes, 

0» ^*«g* tear, ao'ih Ti irv^i X^^* frxaa viyuoil^* 

7hey pour along like afire that fweeps the fwhole earth ie- 
fire it, 'Tis however remarkable that his fancy, which 
is every where vigorous, is not difcover'd immediately 
at the beginning of his poem in its full^il fplendor : It 
grows in the progrefs both upon himfelf and others, 
and becomes on Sre like a chanot wheel, by its own 
rapidity. Exad difpofr.ion, juft thought, corre^ elo- 
cution, 
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cation, po1ilh*d numbers, may hvn been found in a 
tilou&nd ; but this poedcal £re, this VinndM vis Mtim\ 
in a very few. Even in works wliere all tbofe are im- 
perfeft or ne^le6bd, tliis can over power critid&i, and 
make us admire even while we difiinprove. Nay, where 
this appears, though attended with aMordities, it bright- 
ens all the rnbbifli about it» *t01 we fee nothing but ita 
own fplendor. This ftrt is difeemM in f^irgii^ but 
difcemM as throuj^ a g^fs» refiefied from Htmer, more 
ihining than fierce, but every where equal and conilant : 
In Lucim and Statius, k burfts out in fudden, (hort, and 
ittterrupted flaihes : In Miiton k glows like a furnace 
kept ap to an uncommon ardor by the force of art : 
la Sbake/jfear, it ilrikes before we are aware, like an 
accidental ^te from heaven : But in H9mer^ and in him 
only, it burns every where clearly, and every where 
irr«^'b]y. 

I fliall here endeavour to (how, how this vaft Im/en- 
Horn exerts itfelf in a manner fuperior to that of any 
poet, through all die main conftituent parts of his work, 
as it is the great and peculiar cbaradenfiic which diftin- 
gaiflieft him from all other authors. 

This ftroDg and ruling Acuity was like a powerful 
ftar, whkh in the violence of its courfe, drew all thii^ 
within its voriex. It fetmM not enough to have taken 
in the whole circle of arts, and the whole compa(s of 
iiatttre, to fupply his maxims and reflet ions*; all the 
inward paffions and affe^ons of mankind, to fumifh 
Kis charadUrs ; and. all the outward forms and images 
sf things for his defcripcions ; but wanting yet an 
ampler fphere to expatiate in, he opened a new and 
koandlefs walk for his imagination, and created a world 
for himfelf in the invention of FahU. That' which 
drifiotU calls the SohI ^f pottry^ was iirft brcarh^d into 
it by Homer. \ (hall begin with confidering him in this 
part, as it is naturally the iirft, and I fpeak kA it both 
ts4t means the defign of a poem, and as it b taken fo# 
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PaMe may be divided into the prohMe, xht aile^o- 
rical and the marn;eUous, The probable fable is the re -^ 
cital of fuch a£lions as though they did not happen, yet 
might, in the common courfe of nature : Or of fuch as 
though they did,, become fables by the additional epi- 
fodes and manner of telling them. Of this fort is the 
main ftory of an Epic poem^ the return of Ulyffes, the 
fettlcment of the Trojans in Italy, or the like. That 
of the Iliad is the angtr ^Achilles, the moft ftiort and 
iingle fubjed that ever was chofen by any Poet. Yet 
this he has fupplied with a vafter variety of incidents 
and events, and crouded with a greater number of 
councils, fpeeches, battles, and epifodes of all kinds, 
i;han are to be found even in thofe poems whofe fchemes 
are of the utmod latitude and irregularity, T he ac- 
tion is hurry'd on with the mod vehement fpirit, and 
its whole duration employs not fo much as fifty days. 
I^irgily for want of fo warm a genius, aided himfclf 
by taking in a more extenfive fubjeft, as well as a 
greater length of time, and contract ing the defign of 
boih Uomfr\ poems into one, which is yet but a fourth, 
part as large as his. The other Epic Poets have ufed 
the fame practice, but generally carry'd it fo far as to 
fuperinduce a multiplicity of fables, deftroy the unity 
of a61ion, and lofe their readers in an unreafonable 
length of time. Nor is it only in the main dcfign that 
they have been unable to add to his invention, but they 
have followed him in every epifode and part of ilory. 
if he has given a regular catalogue of an arm)\ they 
all draw up their forces in the fame order. If he h^s 
funeral games for Patrocius, Firgil has the fame for 
Anchifesy and Statius (rather than omit them) dellroys 
the unity of his aftion for thofe of Archemoras, If 
Ulyffes vifits the (hades, the JEveas of Virgil and ^dpio 
of 5///W are fent after him. If he be detained from 
his return by the allurements of Calypfo^ fo is jEneai 
by Didof and Rinaldo by Armda, Jf Achilla be abfent 
fiom the army on the fcore of a quarrel through half 

the 
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the poem, lUnaldo muft abfent himfelf juft as long, onr 
the like account. If he gives his hero a futt of ccle- 
ftial armoar, Virgil and Tajfo make the fame prefent 
to theirs. Virgil has not only obferv'd this clofe imi- 
tation of Horner^ but where he had not led the way, 
fupply'd the want from other Greek authors. Thus the 
ftory of Sinon and the taking of Uroy was copied (fays 
llacrohius) almoft word for word from Pifandery as 
the Loves of Dido and jEneas arc taken from ihofc of 
Medea and yafon ra JpolIoniuSf and feveral others in th^ 
fame manner. 

To proceed to the allegorical fable : If we refledl 
upon thofe innumerable knowledges, thofe fecrets of 
nature and phyfical philofophy, which Homer is gene- 
rally fuppofed to have wrapped up in his allegories ^ 
what a new and ample fcene of wonder may this con- 
ilderation afford us? How fertile will that imagination 
appear, which was able to clothe all the properties of 
dements, the qualifications of the mind, the virtues 
and vices, in forms and perfons ; and to introduce them 
imo adtions agreeable to the nature of the things they 
ftiadow'd ? This is a field ia which no fuccceding poets 
could difputc Wwki Homeri and whatever commenda- 
tions have been allowed them on this head, are by no 
means for their invention in having inlarged his circle, 
but for their judgment in having contraded it. For 
when the mode of learning changed in following ages, 
and fcience was delivered in a plainer manner; it then 
became as rcafonable in the more modern poets to lay 
itafide, as it was in Homer X,q make uie of it. And 
perhaps it was no unhappy circumftance for f^i^gH, that 
there was not in his time that demand upon him of fo 
great an invention, as might be capable of fumifhing" 
all thofe allegorical parts of a poem. 

The Martve/lcus fahle incividcs whatever is fuperna- 
tural, and efpecially the machines of the Gods. He 
feems the firft who brought them into a fydcm of ma- 
chinery for poetry, and fuch a one as makes its grcateft 
A 4 importance 
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importance and dignky . For we find thoTe authors wiio 
have been offend^ at the literal notkm of the God8» 
conilantly laying their accdation againft //imirr as the 
chief fupport of it. But whatever caufe there might 
be to blame bis machines k a philofophical or rdigioos 
view, they are fo perfed in the p(MStic» that mankind 
have been ever fmce contented to follow them. None 
have been able to inlarge the fphere of poetry beyond 
the linuts he has fet : Every attempt of this nature has 
prov*d unfuccefsful \ and after all the various changes 
of times and religions, hi^ Gods continue to this day the 
Gods of poetry. 

We come now to the ebaraSars of his perfons, and 
here we ihall find no author has ever drawn fo many, 
with fo vifible and furprizing a variety, or given us 
fuch lively and affeding impreffions of them. Every 
one has (omething fo fingulsrly hb own, that no painter 
etmld have diilingoKhM them more by their features, 
(ban the Poet has by their manners. Nothing can be 
more exa£t than the diflin^ions he has obferv^d in tha 
different degrees of viriaes and vices. The fingle qua- 
lity of lourage is wonderfully diverfify*d in the federal 
charaders of the Iliad, That of A%bilki is furious 
and intra^able ; that Q^ Diemede forward, yet liftening 
to advice and fubjedl to command: That of jijax it 
heavy, and ftlf confiding ; q( lienor, adive and vigi- 
lam : The courage of^gamtmfim is infpihted by love 
of empire and ambition ; that of MeneUus mixd with 
iofiRcis and teodernefs for his people : We find in /do- 
mtniui a plain direft foldier;- in Sarpedon a gallant and 
generous one. Nor is this judicious and ailonifhing di- 
verfity to be found only in the principal quality which 
confticutes the main of each charader, but even in the 
utfderparcs of it, CO which he takes care to give a tinc- 
ture of chat principal one. For example, che main cha* 
rasters of Ulyjts and Nejior confift in ivijdom ; and they 
are di(lin6t in this, that the wifdom of one is artificial 
a|ld %tatioMU Of the Other JiMtitra/, ofen^ and regular. 
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hx they have, bcTides, ckanAm o^amraget ami Av9 
^aaliqr alfo tadtes a difFererK turn in each from the dif- 
ference of his prudence \ for one in the war depends 
IKll upon camtion^ the other upon experience. It would 
be endleis to produce inftances of thefe kinds. The 
ch a ra c ter s of Virii! are far from ftriking us in this open 
nanner ; they lie in a great degree hkiden and undi- 
flingQifh'd, and where they are mark'd moft evkleDcly, 
rffed OS not in proportion to thofe of Homer. Hb 
charaiflers of valour are much alike ; even that of Tur^ 
ms feems no way peculiar, but as it is in a fuperior de- 
gree ; and we fee nothing that differences the courage 
ef Mneftbeus from that of Sergefthus, Ooantbks, or the 
left. In like manner it may be remarked of Statiys*^ 
beroeSy thac an air of irapetuofity runs thro* them all ; 
die fame horrid and (arage courage appears in his Ca- 
faneuSf Tydeuj, Hippotnedon^ &c. They have a parity 
of charaAer, which makes them feem brothers of one 
ftmily. T believe when the reader is led into this track 
•f reflection, if he will piirfue ic thro* the Epic and 
Tragic writers, he will be convinced how infinitely fu- 
perior in this point the invention of Homer^w^ to that 
ef all others. 

The fptechti are to be conAder'd as they flow front 
the charadersy being perfeCt or defeClive as they agree 
or difagree with the manners of thofe who utter them. 
As there is more variety of characters in the iZrW, fo 
there is of fpeeches, than in any other poem. E<verf 
thing in it has manneti (as Ariftctle expreffes it) that is, 
every thing is aCted or i^ken. It is hardly credible in 
a work of fnch length, how fmall a number of linefi 
are employ M in narration. In Virgil the dramatic part 
is le(s in proportion to the narrative ; and the fpeeches 
often coniift of general reflections or thoughts, which 
aiight be eqoally juft in any perfon's mouth upon the 
fane occafion. As many of his petfons have no appa- 
rent characters, fo many of his fpeeches efcape being 
^?ply'd and jadgM by the rule of propriety . Wii ^v 
A 5 Ti'ct 
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Jjer think of the author himfelf when we read Virgif^ 
than when we are engaged in Homer : All which are the 
cffedls of a colder invention, that interefts us left in the 
adlion deferib'd : Homer makes us hearers, and Virgil 
leaves us readers. 

If in the next place we take a view of the fenti-, 
menis, the fame presiding faculty is eminent in the fub* 
limity and fpirit of- his thoughts. Longinus has given 
his opinion, that it was in this -part Homer principally 
exceird. What were alone fufficient to prove the 
grandeur and excellence of his fentiments in general,. 
is, that they have fo remarkable a parity wit^i thofe of 
the fcripture : Duport in his Gmmologia Homerica^ has^ 
collefted innumerable inftances of this fort. And it is 
with juftice an excellent modern writer allows, that if 
Virgil has not fo many thoughts that are low and vtJ- 
gar, he has not fo many that are fublime and noble ;■ 
and that the Roman author feldom rifes into very afto- 
nifhing fentiments where he is not fired by the Iliad, 

If we obferve his defiripticusy images, and fimiksy 
we ftiall find the invention ftill predominant. To what 
dfe can we afcribe that vail comprehenfion of images of 
every fort, where we fee each circumftance of art, and 
individual of nature fiimmon'd together, by the extent 
and fecundity of his imagination \ to which all things,, 
in their various views, prefented themfelves in an in-. 
fiant, and had their impreiTions taken off to per^e£b'on, 
at a heat ? X'Jay, he not only gives us the full profpedts 
of things, but feveral unexpected peculiarities and fide- 
views, unobferv'd by any Painter but Homsr^ Nothing, 
is fo furprizing as the defcriptions of his battels, which- 
take up no lefs than half the Iliad,, and are fupply'd 
with fo vail a variety of incidents, that no one bears a 
likenefs to another ; fuch different kinds of deaths, that, 
no two heroes are wounded in the iaro^ manner ; and 
fuch a profufion of noble ideas, that every battle rifea 
above the lad in greatnefs, horror, and confufion. It 
is ccruiia there is not near that numl^er of images and 

* defcriptiona 
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defdptions in any Epic Poet ; tho' every ore bas af- 
fifted himfelf with a great quantity out of him : And it 
is evident of yh'gil cfpecially, that he has fcarce any 
comparifons ^vhich are not drawn fiom his mailer. 

If we defcend from hence to the exprtjjicn^ we fee 
the bright imagination of Ihmer fhining out in the. 
moft cnliven'*d forms of it. We acknowledge him the 
father of poetical diftion, the firft who taught that Ian- 
pan of the Gods to men. His exprefljon is like "the 
colouring of fome great mafters, which difcovcrs itfelf 
to be laid on boldly, and executed wiih rapidity. It 
is indeed the (Irongeft and mod glowing Jmag'nable» 
and touched with the greateft fpirit. Arifiotle had rea- 
fon to fay. He was the only poet who had found out 
Itiiing nvords i there arc in him more daring figures 
and metaphors than in any good author whatever. An 
arrow is impatient to be on the wing, a weapon thirjh 
to drink the blood of an enemy, and the like. Yet hia 
' expreffion is never too big for the fcnfe, but juflly great 
in proportion to it. 'Tis the fentiment that fwells and 
fills out the diiSlion, which rifcs with it, and forms it- 
felf about it : And in t*hc fame degree that a thojght 
is warmer, an expreffion will be brighter ; as that is 
more ftrong, this will become more perfpicuous: Like 
glafs in the furnace, which grows to a greater mag- 
nitude and refines to a greater clearntf^, only as the 
breath within is more powerful, and the heat more 

intenfe. 

To throw his language more out of profc, Ilcfner 
feems to have afFeded the compcundefitbtts. This was 
a fort of compofition peculiarly proper to poetry, not 
only as it heightened the diSion^ but as it aififted and 
fill'd the numbers with greater found and pcmp, and 
likewife conduced in fome meafure to thicken the images. 
On this laft confideration I cannot but attiibute ihtfe 
alfo to the fruitfulnefs of his invention, fir,ce (as he has 
managed them) they are a fort of fupernunicrary pic- 
tures of the perfons or things to whicli iLey are joined. 

We 
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We fee the motion of HeBor's plumes in Ac epithet 
Ko(t/9<t»oX^^ the landfcape of moanc Neritus in that of 
E4»o(r»^vXX^, and fo of others s which particular images 
could not have been infilled upon fo long as to exprefs 
them in a defcription (cho' but of a fingle line) without 
dverting the reader too mirch from the principal adUon 
or figure. As a Metaphor is a Ihort fimilCy one of 
fhefe Epithets is a ihort defcription. 

Kaftly, if we coi^der his njerfificafion^ we (hall be 
fenfible what a (hare of praife is doe to his invention 
in that. He was not fatisfy'd with his }att|uage as he 
found it fettled in vtiy one part ot Greece^ but fearched 
thro' its differing ^/W^^/ with (his particular view, to 
beautify and perfe<ft his numbers : He confidered thefe 
as they had a greater mijctufe of voweh or confonanta^ 
and accordingly employed them as the vcrfe required 
eirher a greater fmoothnefs or firengtli. What he mod 
afeded was the lon'tc^ which has a peculiar fweetnefe 
from its never uiing contra£tions, and from its cuftom 
of refolviog the diphthongs into two fyllables ; fo as to 
make the words open themfelves with a more fpreading 
a id fonorous fluency. With this he mingled the Jttu 
contradtions, the broader Doric^ and the uebler MoHc^ 
which often rejcfts its afpiratc, or ukes off its accent ; 
and compleated this variety by altering fome letters 
with the licence of poetry. Thus his meafures, inflead 
of being fetters to his fenfe, were always in readinefi 
to run along with the warmth of his rapture, and even 
to give a ^rther reprefentation of hit notions,, in the 
correfpondence of their founds to what they fignified. 
Out of all thefe he has derived that harmony, which 
makes us confefs he had not only the richeft head, but 
the fineft ear in the world. This is fO great a truth, 
that whoever will but confult the tune of bis verfes, 
even without underftanding them (with the fame fort 
of diligence as we daily fee pra6lifed in the cafe of 
hafum Operas) will find more fweetnefs, variety, and 
majefty of found, than in any other language xsr po- 

ciry. 
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eby. The beauty of his nmni^en is ilkmM by the erf- 
ticks to be eopici! but faintly by Virgil himfelf, tho* 
thqr sre fo juft to afaibe it to the nature of the Latin 
tongue : Indeed the Greel^ has fome advantagts both 
firom the natural y^Muf of its nuorA, and the turn and 
tainui of its Verfi^ which agree with the genius of 
BO other language. ^/>|// was verf fenfSMe of this, 
and ufed the utmoft diligence in woridng up a more 
intra^able bn^uage to whatibeyer g^ces it was capa- 
ble of; and in particolar never &'led to bring the 
feaod of his h'ne to a beautiful agreement with its 
ffnfe. If the Grecian poet has not been fo freau ^tty 
celebrated on this account as the Roman, the only rea- 
fen is, that fewer aiticks have underftood one language 
fbsin the other. Diowgfius tA Halicamajfus has pointed 
oat many of our author*s beaoties in this kind, in his 
treatire of the Con^fiHon ofWordt^ and odiers wiH be 
ttken notice of in the couife of my Notes. It fuffices 
at prefent to obferve of his numbers, that they flow 
with ib much eafe, as to make one imagine itomer had 
no other care thifai to tranfcribe as fall as the Mufet 
-dictated : and ac the fame time with fo much force and 
iidjpirithig vigour, di&t they awaken and raife us like 
Che found of a trumpet. They roD along as a plentiful 
rhrer, ahvays in motion, and always full; while we 
are born away by a tide of verfe, the moft rapid, and 
yet the moft fmooth fanaginable. 

Thus on whatever fide we contemplate Horner^ what 
principally fbrikes us b his invention. It is that which 
forms the charafter of each part of his woik ; and ac- 
cordingly we find it to have made his fiMe more exten- 
five and copious than any other, his manners more iimely 
and firomgly marked, his fpeeches more affeSing and 
tran^orted^ his fentiments more njtjarm and fublimey his 
images ani defcriptions more full and animated, his 
expreffion more rai/ed and daring, and his numbers 
more rafid and various. I hope, in what has been 
(aid of Virgil, with regsurd to any of thefe heads, I 

have 
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have no way derogated from his charadler. Nothing, 
16 more abfurd or eodlefs, than the common method. 
of comparing eminent writers by an oppofition of par- 
ticular parages in them, and forming a judgment from 
thence of their merit upon the whole. We ought to 
Lave a certain knowledge of the principal charadler 
and diiHnguiihing excellence of each : It is in that 
we are to confider him, and in proportion to his de- 
gree in that we are to admire him» No author or 
man ever excelled all the world in more* than one fa- 
culty, and as Homer has done this in in<vention^ Virgil 
has in judgment. Not that we are to think Homer 
wanted judgment, becaufe Virgil had it in a more emi- 
nent degree ; or that Virgil wanted invention, becaufe 
Homer poiTeft a larger (hare of it : Each of thefe great 
authors had more of both than perhaps any man be- 
fides, and are only faid to have lefs in comparifon with 
one another. Homer was the greater genius, Virgil the. 
better artifl. In one we mod adaiire the man, in the 
other the work. Homer hurries and tranfports us with, 
a commanding impetuoiity ;. Virgil leads us with an at- 
tractive ndajefty: Homer ftatters with a generous profu- 
fion ; Virgil beftows with a careful magnificence. Ho- 
mer^ like the M/f, pours out his riches with a bound - 
Ie(s overflow \ Virgil^ like a river in its banks, with a 
gentle and conflant flream. When we behold their 
tattles, methinks the two poets refemble the Heroes 
they celebrate; Hornet, boundlefs and irrefidible as' 
'Achilles^ bears all before him, and fhines more and 
more as the tumult increafes ; Virgil, calmly daring 
like jEneas, appears undiilurb'd in the midll of the ac- 
tk)n; difpoies all about him, and conquers with tran- 
quillity. And when we look upon their machine?. Ho- ' 
mer feems like his own Jupiter in his terrors, fhaking 
Olympus, fcattering the lightnings, and firing the Hea- 
vens ; Virgil, like the fame power in his benevolence, 
counfelling with the Gods, laying plans for empireci, 
and regularly ordering his whole creation. 

But 
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Bat after all, it is with greit parts, as with great vifr 
tues, they naturally border on fome imperfedion ; and 
k is often hard to diftinguifh exadly where the virtue 
ends, or the fault begins. As prudence may fometimea 
fink to fufpicion, fo may a great jadgmeot decline to 
coldDcfs ; and as magnanimity may run up to profuiioii 
or extravagance, fo may a great invention to redund- 
daocy or wildneis. If we look upon Homer in this 
view, we (hall perceive the chief djt&hns againft him; 
to proceed from fa noble a caufe as the exceis of this 
.faculty. 

Among thefe we may reckon fome of his marvillour- 
fiSions^ upon wh^ch fo- much critigifm has .been fpenc^ 
as furpafiing all the bounds of probability. Perhaps it- 
may be wiih great and fuperior fouls, as with gigantick* 
bodies, which exerting themfelves with unnfual i^rength, 
exceed what is commonly thought the due proportion 
of parts, to become miracles in the whole ; and like 
the old heroes of that make^ cpmmit fomething near 
extravagance, amid (I a feries of glorious and inimitable- 
performances. Thus Homer has \m /peaking horfij, and 
yirgil his norths diftilling bloody wl^e the latter has^ 
not fo much as contrived the. eafy intervention of a. 
Deity to fave the probability. 

It is owing to the (ame vail invention,, that his Si-, 
miles have been thought too exuberant and full of cir- 
cumftances. The force of this faculty is feen in nothing, 
more, than in its inability to confine itfelf to that fmgle, 
circumftance upon which the comparifon is grounded : 
It runs out into embellifhments of additional images,, 
which however are fo managed as not to overpower the. 
main one. His fun lies are like pidures, where the, 
principal figure has not only its proportion given agree-, 
able to the original, but is alfo fet off with occaftonal 
ornaments and profpefts. The fame will accootit for 
his manner of heaping a number 'of comparifons toge- 
ther in one breath, when bis fancy iuggeiled to him at 
once fo many various and courefpondent unages. The 



PREFACE. 

rarfer will eafily extend this oMmritum to moK objec- 
tion of the fiuoe kkid. 

If there Itfo othera which (eefli rather to charge him 
widi a defeft or ttarrowndc of geniQi, than an excds 
of it ; thofe fceoiiBg defers wiH be found upon ejouni- 
naiSon to piooeed wholly fiofli Che nature of the times 
he lived in. Sodi are his^iv^ nfrefinutUnt of the 
GM^, and the vfcions and imferfea mmmers of his Hf- 
feSf which will be treated of In the following « Bfay: 
Bnt I muft here fpeak a word of the htcer, as it is a 
point generally carry*d into extremes, both by the cen- 
Hstn and defenders of Hmmr, It muft be a fbange 
fMfidity eo antiquity, to tUnk widi MMlam D^uier^ 
^ chat f thole times And manners are fo much the 
*> more exeeHent, as they are more contrary to ours.'* 
Who can be lb pre judioed in iktir favomr as to magnify 
the felicity of tiiole ages^ when a fpirit of revenge and 
Cfudty, jom'd with the praAiee of Rapine and Rob- 
bery, veign*d thro* tho wetid; when no mercy was 
illown bnt for the fake of lucre, when the g|reateil 
Frinoes weitr put to the fword, and their wives and 
dtaeghters nsade iSavtt and concnbines! On the other 
fide, I would not be fo delicate as thoTe modem cri- 
tidcsy who are ihocked at tht Jirwie 9fficej and meair 
emp l oy me nts m whidi we femetimes fee the Heroes of 
HamiT engagM. Hiere is a j^eafiire m taking a view 
of that fimpScity in oppofition to the laxury of #eic- 
oeedhig agesy in behiMing Monarehs without their 
tfimrds, ninces tending their Hocks, and Princefles 
drawing water from the fprings. When we read Homtr 
|re onght to relleft that we are reading the moft an- 
eient author in the heathen work! ; and thofe who eon- 
fider him In this light, will double their pleafare in the 



• See the Articles ef Theology and Morality, in the 
fl^rdfart of the Ei&y. 
f Pre/sa fo her ii»mn. 
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peraikl of him. Let diem think thej are growing tc- 
quuDted wkh mfdoMuid people thtt are now no norei 
that cbey are ftepping almoft three thoafand yean back 
m(o the remoteft Antiqtikyy and entertahing themfelvea 
wkh a dear and fnrpnfii^ vifion of things no where 
dfe to be ftMind, the only tme mirror of that ancient 
world. By thb means akine their greateft obftades will 
vanKh ; and what uToally createt their diflike, will be* 
cone a (atisfiiAion. 

Thia Gonfideration may farther fenre to anfwer for 
the oonftant ofe of die fame efitbtts to his Gods and 
Heroes, fach as t\it fat dartiHg Phtehms^ the hhn-efd 
Paliast the fivift'footed Achilks^ Set, which ibme have 
ccnfured as impertinent and tediouily repeated. Thofe 
of the Gods depended tfpon the powers and offices 
then bdievM to belong to them, and had contracted 
a weight and Teneration from the rites and foleron de- 
YOtions in which they were uied : they were a fort of 
tttribtttei with which it was a matter or religion to fa« 
lute them on all occafions, and which it was an irre^ 
verence to omit. As for the epithete of great men» 
Mor.f. Syi/tAu is of opinion, that chey were in the na- 
ture of Stimamii, and rejpeated as fuch ; for ihe Gneh 
having no names derived from their fathers, wereobUgM 
to add fome other diflin6tion of each perfon ; either 
naming his parents exprefly, or his place of birth, pro- 
fcffion, or the like: h^ Alexander the fon oi Philip, 
Htrodatus of Halicameijfus^ Di9genes the Cynic, &c. 
Ii9mir therefore coniplying with the cuftom of his 
country, ufed fuch diftinflive additions as better ngrecd 
with poetry. And indeed we have fomethir.g paiallel 
(0 chefe in modern times, fuch as the names of Harold ' 
Harefoot, Edmund Ironjide^ Edward Longjhanksy Ed" 
*ward the black Prince ^ See, If yet this be thought to 
account better for the propriety than for the repetition, 
I fliall add a farther conjedlure. He/i<,d dividing the 
world into its different ages, has plac'd a foxxtlVi «.^<& 
between the bnasen and c^ iron one^ of Heroes dtjiina 
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fr§m other men^ a dMne racty nuho fought at Thebes' 
and Troy, are called Demi-Gods, and U'oe by the care 
^Jupiter in the tjlands of the hleffed *. Now among 
the divine honours which were paid them, they might 
have this alfo in common with «he Gods, not to be 
mentioned without the folemnity of an epithet, and fuch 
as might be acceptable to them by its celebrating their 
families, adtions or qualities. 

What other cavils have been rais'd againft Horner^. 
mre fuch as hardly deferve a reply, but will yet be u- 
ken notice of a& they occur in the courfe of the work. 
Many have been occafioned by an injudicious endeavouc 
to exalt Virgil \ which is much the fame, as if one 
ihoald think to raife the fuperllru6lure by undermining 
the foundation : One would imagine by the whole courfe 
of their parallels, that thefe Criticks never fo much as 
heard of Homer z having written firH ; a confideration 
which whoever compares thefe two Poets, ought to 
have always in his eye. Some accufe him for the fame. 
things which they overlook or praife in the other ; as 
when they prefer the fable and moral of the JEneis 
to thofe of the lliad^ for the fame reafons which might 
fet the OdyJJes above the Mncts: as that the Hero is 
a wifer man ; and the a6lion of the one more bene« 
ficial to his country than that of the other : Or elfe 
they blame him for not doing what he never defign'd ; 
as becaufe Achilles is not as good and pcrfed a prince 
as JEneas^ when the very moral of his poem requ.red 
a contrary character : It is thus that Rapin judges in his 
comparifon of Ihmer and Virgil, Others fclecl thofe 
particular pafl'ages of Homer ^ which arc not fo laboured 
as fome that Virgil drew out of them : This i^ the whole 
management of Scaliger in his Poctices, Others quarrel 
with what they take for low and mean exprefiions« 
fometimes thro' a falfe delicacy and refinement, oftner 



* Hcfiod, lib, I. V* 155, i^c. 
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firom an ignorance of - the gratces of the original; and 
then triumph in the aukwanineis of their own tranfla- 
tions : This is the conduft of Perault in his ParalJfls, 
Laftly, there are others,: who pretending to a fairer 
proceeding, diflinguiih between the perfonal merit of 
Homer » and. that of his 'work i but when they come to 
affign the caufes of the great reputation of the ///W, 
they found it upon the ignorance of his times, and the 
prejudice of thoTe that followed : And in p^irfuance of 
this principle, they make thoie accidents (fuch as the 
contention of the cities, 6fr.) to be the caafes of his-, 
fame, which were in reality the coofequences of his 
merit. The fame might as well be faid of Virgii, or 
any great author, whofe general charader will infallibly 
raife many cafual additions .to their reputation. This 
is the method of Monf. de la Motte ; who yet confeflies 
upon the whole, that in whatever age Hcmer had lived, 
he mufl have been the greateH poet of his nation, and 
that he may be faid in this fenfe to be the mailer evea 
of thcfe who furpafs'd him. 

In all thefe objeiSlions we fee nothing that contrtdi£U 
his tide to the honour of the chief Invention ; and as 
long IS thb (which is indeed the charaderiilic of Poe- 
try itfelf ) remains unequaVd by his followers, he (bll 
continues fuperior to them. A cooler Judgment may 
commit fewer, faults, and be more approved in the eyes 
of one fort of Cridcks : but that warmth of fancy will 
carry the loudeft and mod univerfal applaufes, which 
holds the heart of a reader under the flrengeft inchant- 
iijcnt. Homer not only appears the Inventor of poetry, 
but excels all the inventors of other arts in this, that 
he has fwallowM up the honour of tbofe who fucceeded 
him. What he has done admitted no increafe, it only 
left room for contradiion or regulation. He ihewM all 
the flretch of fancy at once ; and if he has fail'd in 
fome of his flights, it was but becauCe he attempted 
every thing. A work of this kind feems like a mi^ht'^ 
Trcf which rics fxonx ike moft vigOKOU& {t^d, *\^ \m- 
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pivved with indofby, fioorifhes, and prodaoo tiit 
fiofft fruit; sature and trt confpire to nuTe it ; pteafure 
atid profit join to make it valuable: and they who find 
the jufteft fkules, have only iaid, that a few branchet 
(which rim luxtiriant thro* a ridmefe of nature) might 
be loi^)ed into form to give it a more regnhr ap- 
pearance. 

Having now fpeken of the beaatiet and defWls of 
the origuuily it remains to treat of the traDflation, with 
tiie fame view to the chief charaderiftic. As far as 
that is fecn in the main parts of the Poen, fach as 
the &ble, manners, and fentimeotSy no tmnilator can 
prejudice it bat by wilfel omiffiofts o^ contra6lions. As 
it alfo breaks out in tvtty particular image, defcrip- 
tion and fimile ; whoever leifens or too much foftm 
thofe, takes off from this chief chara£^. It is the 
Mt grand duty of an intsrpfeter to give his aochor 
ititire and unmaim'd ; and for the reft, the di^on and 
verfification only are his proper province ; iince thefe 
Uratl be his own, but tbe others he is to uke as he kti^% 
Aem. 

It ftoiM then be conlidertd what methods may af- 
ford fbme equivalent in oar fanguage for the graces of 
thefe in the Greek, It is certain no literal tranflation 
can be juft to an excellent original in a fuperior lan- 
guage : but it is a great miftalM to imagine {as many 
have done) that a raih paraphrase can make amends for 
this general defedl ; which is no lefe in danger to lofe 
she ipirit of an ancient, by deviating into the modern 
manners <^ expreifion. If there be (bmetimes a dark- 
ne6, there is often a light in antiquity, which nothing 
better preferves than a verikm almoft Ikeral. I know 
no liberties one ottght to take, but thofe which are ne- 
eeiltry for traMfafiag the fpirit of the onginal, and 
Ibpporting the poetical Hyle of the tranflation: And 
I will venture to lay, there have not been more men 
mificd in formw times by a fervile dull adherence to 

the 
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tfaelctter» duui have beea deluded id oon bjr a chime- 
rical io&daic hope of ntfing and masoym% their 
author. It is not to be doubted that ^ /r# of the 
1)0011 18 what a traoflator ihoidd priDctpally rmud, 
ai it is snoft likely to ex|»re in hh Biiiitgiag : How- 
ever, it is his fafefl way to be coatent with preierviag 
this to his otmoll in the whole, without endeavouring 
to be more than he finds his audler is» in any particnlar 
place. 'Tis a gfeat fecret in wridaf to know when 
CO be plain, and whan, poetical and figonuivo» and 
k tt what H^mer wiM teach ne, if we will but Ui> 
bw modeftly in his foodbps. Where his diaion k 
bold and k>fqr, let us xsife ours as high as we caa i 
but where hb is plain and humble, we ought not to he 
deterr'd from^ imitating him by the fear of incurring 
the cenfore of a mere Englifb Ciidck. Nothii^ that 
belongs to Homer feems to have been more commonly 
mifbiken than the juft pitch of his ftyle : Some of his 
traniktocs having iwcll*d into fuftian in a proud eonfi* 
dence ^ the /uhlime ; others funk into flatiM^s in n coU 
and timorous notion kA fimflicity, Methinks I fee theCa 
different followers of Horner^ fome fweating and ftrain* 
ing after him by violent leaps and bounds (the certain 
figns of falfe mettle) others (lowly and fervilely creep- 
ing in his train, while the poet himfelf is all ikut time 
proceeding with an unafieded and equal majefty be- 
fore them. However, of the two extreams one could 
fooner pardon frenzy than frigidity: No author is to 
be envy'd for fuch commendations as he may gain by 
that chanifler of Hyle, which his Abends muS agree 
together to call Jtmplicity^ and the reft of the world 
will call Mnefs. There is a graceful and dignify*d 
fimplicity, as well as a bald and fordid one, which 
diiFer as much from each other as the air of a plain 
Rian from that of a flovei^: 'Tis one thing to be 
tricked up, and another not to be drefs'd at alL 
i^ioiplicity \i the mean between ofteBtatk>n and rufti- 
citv, 

ThU 
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This pare and noble fimplicity is nO where in fuch 
l>erfe6tion as in the Scriptun and oar Author. One 
may affirm, with all refped to the infpirfcd writings, 
tha^the dMne Spirit made ufe of no- other Words bat 
what^ere intelligible and common to men at that tibe» 
^d in that part of the world \ and as Homer is the aa- 
ihor oeareft to tbofe, his ftyle mud of courie bear a 
^greater refemblance to the faaed books than that of an^ 
other writer. This coniideration (together with what 
lias been obferv'd of the parity of fome of his thoughts) 
wsy mechinks induce a tranfliitor Oii the one hand to 
give into feveral of thofe general phrafes and manners 
of exprdffion, which have attained a veneration even in 
Dor language from being ufed in the Old Teftament ; as 
on the other, to avoid thofe which have been appro- 
priated to the Divinity, and in a manner configned to 
inyftery and religion. 

• For a further prefervation of this air of (implicity, a 
particular care ihould be taken to exprefs with all plain- 
nefs thofe moral fentences and proverbial fpeeches which 
are fo numerous in this Poet. They have fomething 
venerable, and as I may fay oracular, in that unadorned 
gravity and (hortnefs with which they are delivered : a 
grace which would be utterly led by endeavouring to 
give them what we call a more ingenious (that is, a 
more modern) turn in the paraphrafe. 

Perhaps the mixture of fome Grtecifms and old words 
after the manner of Milton^ if done without too much 
afFedlation, might not have an ill effedl in a verfion of 
this particular work, which moft of any other feems to 
require a venerable antique caft. But certainly the ufe 
of modern terms of war and government, fuch as pla- 
toon^ campagne, junto^ or the like (into which fome of 
his tranflators have fallen) cannot be allowable ; thofe 
only excepted, without which it is impofiible to treat 
the fubjeAs in any living language. 
' There are two peculiarities in Homer'^s didlion which 
are a fort of marks or moks^ by which every common 
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zyt diibnguiflies him at firft fjght : Thofe who arc not 
his greateft admirers look upon them as defeats, and 
thofe who are feem pleas'd with them as beauties. 
I fpeak of his compound epithets^ and of his repetitions. 
Many of the former cannot be done literally into Eng- 
lijh without deftroying the purity of oar language. I 
believe fach fhould be retained as Aide eafily of them- 
felves into an Englijh compound, without violence to the 
car or to the received roles of compofition ; as well as 
thofe which have received a fanftion from the authority 
of our beil Poets, and are become fieimiliar thro* their 
ofe of them ; iuch as the chud-compelting Jove^ &€• 
As for the reft, whenever any can be as folly and figni- 
iicantly expreft in a iingle word as in a compounded 
one, the courfe to be taken is obvious. 

Some that cannot be To tum'd as to preferve their 
full image by one- or two words, may have juftice done 
tbem by circumlocution ; as the epithet n'yotri^vXX^ to 
a mountain, would appear litde or ridiculous tranf- 
lated literally haf-Jhaking^ but affords a majeftick idea 
in Hiit. peripbrajis : The lofty mountain fiakes his *wa*ving 
ivoeds. Others that admit of differing fignifications, 
may recieve an advantage by a judicious variation ac- 
cording to the occafions on which they are introduced. 
For example, the epithet of JpoIIoj ««dCo>^ or Jar- 
Jhootingy is capable of two explications ; one literal in 
refpedl of the darts and bow, the enfigns of that God \ 
the other allegorical with regard to the rays of the fun : 
Therefore in fuch places where Jp*illo is reprefented as 
a God in perTon, I would ofe the former interpretation, 
and where the efrc6ls of the fun are defcrib'd, I would 
make choice of the latter. Upon the whole, it will 
be nccefTary to avoid that perpetual repetition of the 
fame epithets which we find in Horner^ and which, 
tho* it might be accommodatisd . (as has been already 
fbewn) to the car of thofe times, is by no means fo 
to ours : Bat one may wait for opportunities of pWVcv^ 
^em^ wber^ they derive an addiponal beauty (com x\v« 
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accafiont on which ihejr tie ooployed; and in dokig 
fim property, a Iraaflator aaay at once ihew his fscatj 
aadhiijiidgmcBt 

As far hamer*i RipeiUUtis^ w« aaay divide tbons into 
ftice farts; ol whole nanmtioDS and fpcechea, of iingle 
fantcBoes, and of oot verfa cmt hemiftkh. I hope it is 
not impc^Ue to have facha regard to thefe, as neidker 
to lofa fa known a nark of the author on the one hand» 
nor to o&nd the reader too much on the other. The 
atpetition is not ongracefol in thofa fpeeches where tiie 
dignity of the ^fwaker renden it a fart of inicteioe to 
alser his words s as in tiie nieiTages from Gods to men, 
or, £poai higher poweis lo inferiors io concerns of ftate, 
or where the oeremonifd of rd^ion feems to require it, 
in the folemn forms of praytn, oaths, or the like. In 
«ther cafeB, I believe the beft rule is to be guided by 
the Dcarne&, or difiaace, at which the repetitions are 
plac'd in the original: When they follow too dofe, one 
auiy vary the exprefiion, but it is a queftion whether a 
profefr'd tranflator be authorized to omit any : If they 
be tedious the author is to anfwer for it. 

It only .remains to ipeak of the Verfificatiw, Homer 
(as has been faid) is perpetually applying the found to 
the feafa, and vaiying it on evciy new fub)e£t. This 
is indeed one of the mod exquiiite beauties of poetry, 
and attainable by very few : I know only of Homer 
eminent for it in the Greek, and Firgil in Latm, I am 
fenfible it is what may fometimes happen by chance, 
when a-writer is warm, and fully pofleft of his image : 
however it may be leafonably believed they defigned 
this, in whofe verfe it fo manifefiSy appears in a fnpe- 
rior degree to all others. Few r^ers have the ear to 
be jnd^ of it; but thofe who lUve, will fee I have 
endeavonr^d at this beauty. 

Upon the whole, I muft oonfels n^felf ntterty in- 
capable of doing jufiice to Homer. I attempt him in 
no other hope butthat which one may entertain with- 
Quiamdk vanity, of g^viqg a monr mesaUe ccgpy of 
I Vasx 
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him than any intire Iranilation in yerfe has yet done. 
We have only thofe of Chapman^ H§bhes and Ogiih^ 
Chapman has taken the advantage of an immeafurable 
length of verfe, notwithflanding which, there is fcarce 
any poraphrafe more loofe and rambling than h». He 
has frequent interpohitions of four or fix lines, and I 
remember one in the thirteenth book of the Odyjfes^ 
▼. 312. where he has fpnn twenty verfes oat of two. 
He is often mifbken in fo bold a manner, that one 
night think he deviated on purpofe, if he did not 
in other places of his notes iniUl fo much npoa verbal 
trifles. He appears to have had a ftrong a£Fedation of 
cxtnAing new meanines oat of his aittbor, infomuch 
as to promife hi his rhyming preface, a poem of the 
myfteries he had reveal'd in Htnur : and perhaps he . 
endeavoured to ihain. the obvious fenfe to this end. 
His expreflion it mvolv'd in fuftian, a fault for which 
he was remarkable in his original writings, as in the 
tragedy of BuJ} d'^AnAdtfei isfe. In a word, the na- 
ture of the man nay account for his whole perform- 
ance ; for he appears from his pre^ce and remarks to 
have been of an arrogant turn, and an cndiufiaft in 
poetry. His own boaft of having finiih'd half the IJiaii 
in Ie& than fifteen weeks, (hews with what negligence 
his verfion was perfbrm*d. But that which is to be al^ 
lowM him, and which very much contributed to cover 
hisdefefb, is a daring fiay fpirit that animates hit 
traniktion, which is tomething like what one might 
imagine Hmer himfelf wouki have writ before he 
arriv'd at years of diferetion. 

HMes has given us a corre^ esqpUination of the fenfe 
in general, but for particulars and circumftanccs be con* 
toKially lopps them, and often omits the moft beauti- 
fnl. Am for its being eAeemM a dofe tranflation, I 
dottbc not many have been led into that error by the 
liortnefs of it, which proceeds not from his folk>wing 
the original line by line, but from the €0nXi%&!v&u% 
ihMcaieorioPAi At fhoiedmet omits /wVko\e &m\\t£^ 



and fentenCM, and k now and then guilty^ Hilflak^, 
into which no writer of hisfeifniiigt-pold haVtolUlto, 
butiteo* €iiieleffnt4. . His ^ft^fy, sb h^U i& O^Hy\ 
» wo mean for critidfm. 

It ft a grMt iofs to the pDatical world diat Ml*. Aj^ 
ien did not live to tmnikte^the /to«f. Me has teft MM 
only the iirll book, and a fmall -pstt Of the fixfh^ hi 
whkh if he has hi fome places not truly Intefpreftd^he 
fenie, or pnffttfvad the antiquities, it ought to be ex* 
tofed t^ aocoant ^ the hifte he'was obliged ib t^ite 
k. H^^^ma 't» have hod tO^^nudh'^^egtAJftO^Ct;^^' 
^I0ra, Whoi#<M/«vds be ^AftiftChUdi: i[ff^i Aid has ^- 
iMBppify itM^M bim 'in *f«ffiigte iwlfei^ he'^uttMdm 
ft«ni^tk« originaK Howeve/, had be t^i^ted -thf 
whole work, I wauM no more hav« atcetii^ed Nmi¥^ 
after him than Vif'gtiy his verfibn of whoKi (tioei^*>' 
ItofiMng Tdin* buimm ^trrovs) is ihenidft fioble atid ff)i'» 
alMdtraaflacfotf Iknow inaeiy lingtia^. %i% ihe'E^ 
of gfeat gemiK*s is like that of -^gi^r-itiinifteii; tik^t^h 
they art conMliedty the )B»ft in 'die eoimfioifweahl^ cf 
letters, they muft be envyVi and eahftttfliated ohly for 
beii^ at- tlie head of it. 

T\At whieh in my tension 6cight to be the ettdea- 
toar xX any one who- traliflaifa Hom^, is above afl 
thingi to k€ep aiive that fpirk and ffft ^iPtfh mikes 
bib chief oiiM>aa«ri 1*^ .panid\])»- ^^lies^ where the 
fertfe«ii>'bear jwiy dtmbjS, to follow the ftrongeft aM 
anod^tittal, 'bs nMA agreeing with that^^arat^ei*'; %l> 
co|)y him in all the ^riaiions t)f h^ %le, and the dif- 
ferent modulations of his numbers ; to>prefe/ve; in Ibo 
mm a&ive or iiefqitscm farti, a <iMrfiDrh and eleva- 
Mn; in tbe<.Mre itimtt 0fiiiaiMcfv«v: *i{AajkAtftSMi 
Iblamafity (> kk ^Stst fp6iohes» a Mmefa^nd fKTff^ieififf V 
in titt ifeoienees, -a ftiOi'tiieil^ and tgAvIfy :• J!^(ft^^o ife^ 
glea: even the linle %ares aad>taMie!ofti'tii«*woft]s;'iiot^ 
iofaetimes the wry caft of the peiiodi^ neither to'<A»$f 
Or'co'nfbtiiiid any lites tr ob{loiiflik>f amiqbit^ : Perhtfps 
$00 Me a^*ta iaakde the mbial^ik a ttMmt <CH»pa^ 
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tohas bitheito been done by aiiy tranflator, wb^ bi^ 
teleribly prcfcrv*d citber tbe fenfc or poetry. Wbtt I 
wotild farther recommend to him, is to ftddy his aa^ 
thor rather from bis own text, than from any commen- 
taries, hov^ learned foever, dr whatever fi^re the^ 
may make in tbe eflimatibn of the world, to cohfidei' 
him attentively in comparifon with Firgil above all th^ 
indents, and with Milton above all the modems. Nexllt 
thefe, die Archbifliop of Camhrafs Telemaebns may 
g;tve him the trueft idea of the (pirit and tarn of oiit 
author, and Boffu's adiiiirable treatife of the Epic pdeiA 
the jufteft notion of his defigh and condtidt. Butaftet 
dl, with wbictever judgment and fhidy a man may pro- 
teed, or with whatever happinefs he miy perform fadl 
a work, he Inilft hope to pleafe but a lew; thofe only 
Who have at bnce a talle of poetry, and competent 
learning. For' to fatlsfy fach as want either, is not in 
(he nature of this undertaking; fince la m^emoderA 
wit can like nothing that i& not>M^/rff, and a jpedant 
BOthing that is not utnL ' 

What I have done is fubmitted to the pttUkk; from 
whofe opinions I am prepared to learn ; tho* I fear no 
judges fo little as our beft poets, who are moft fenfible 
of the weight of this taflc. As for the word, what- 
ever they (hall pleafe to fay, thev^ay give mte fdkne 
concern as they ^re dttbappy itiin,' but hone as they 
are malignant writers. I was guided in this tranfl^ 
tion by judginents very d^reht frim th«rsi antf b)r 
petfons for whom they can havi nbkffidhefs, if ajfi'6l3 
obfervation be| true, thiat the ftrohgeft antipathy in Ihik 
world is that o'f fools to men of wit. Mr. JLUifin ^ 
the firft WbOfe advice determined me to undertake thi^ 
talk, ii^h6 t»^ pleafbd tb write to me upon that obca- 
iion in (Uch t)!rai», as t 6atlnot repeat without vanity; 
I was obliged to Sir RuhardSrede for a very early r^- 
tomm^ndiation of my ttndertakin^ to the pubfick. Ti\r. 
Swifi prombted my intereft with that watrnxk >N\Cb. 
which he Mhvfys Jkrvts bis Mtnd. The hUmamtt^ «xA 
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T(I£;{lE. is (qn)«^Vos^ iV tbe mind of 
4390*. u^iich gQi99 beyiind, bare «urio&)r» 
9fA ev«n car^us^ ui on lo a> (bafttw of 
fricndihip with tlvoft gr<a^ genitt9*t whom 
we hawc known to cvicel ia former ages^ 
Nqr wall it appear lefi to any 0Ae» who Qonfiden how 
much, it paitaJcer of the: nature o{ friendlhip; how. it 
(;Qmpoan(» itfelf of ao, adinir>^ti!(Ui iai$.'d by, what we 
Qu;ec with cqajCfrniBg th«9$; a teRdeocy' tp he ^;ther 
^qoainted witl^ then),, by. gatherid^ ev^eiy cJrcqiTa* 
ftaace of their liivc»^;, a. hind. oC ffwugfaccncy io thpic 
B 4 com- 



company, when we retire to fojoy what they have left) . 
ao Union with them in thofefentiiiiciits they approve V 
and an endeavour todefend them, when we think th^ 
air injttrioufly attacked, <Mr .even fometimes. with too 

partial an afFedlion. 

There is alfo in mankind a fpirit of envy or oppo* 
fition, which makes them uneafy to fee others of the 
fame fpecies feated far above them in a fort of perfec- 
tion. And this, at lead fo far as regards the fame of 
writers, has not only been known to die with a man» 
but to purfue bis remains with idle traditions, and weak 
conjedores ; fo that his namie, which. is not to it>e for- 
gotten, ihall be preifervM only to be ftain*d and blotted. 
The coDtroverfy, which was carried on between the 
author and his enemiei; ^ile he was living, ihall fUU 
be kept on foot ; not entirely upon his own account, 
but on theirs who live after him ; fome being fond to 
praife extravagantly, and others as rafiily eager to con- 
tradi£l his admirers. This proceeding, on both fides, 
gives us an image of the^^r^ defcriptions of war, fuch 
as the Iliad affords ; whm a Hero difputes the field 
with an army *till it is his time to die, and then the 
battle, which We expedled to fall of courfe, is renewed 
about the body ; his friends contending that they may 
embalm and honour it, his enemies that they may caft 
it to the dogs and vultures. 

There are yet others of a low kind of tafte, who 
without any malignity to the charadier of a great au« 
thor, lefTen the dignity of their fubje£l by infifting too 
meanly upon little partianlarities. They imagine it 
the part of an hiftorian to omit nothing they meet with, 
concerning him ; and gather twtry thing without any 
diflinfiion, to the prejudice or negleft of the more 
noble parts of his charadter : like thofe trifiine painters, 
or fculptors, who beftow infinite pains and patience 
upon the moft iniignificant parts of a figure, *till they 
fink the grandeur of the whole, by finifhing every 
thing with the ntateft want of judgment. 

Befides 
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Befides tfaefe, there is a fourth fort of men« who 
wetend to deveft themfelves of partiality on both 
fides, and to get above that iikiperfea idea of their 
fidije^ which litde writers fall into ; vifho propofe to 
themlUves « jodm fearch after tmth, and a rational 
adherence to probabilitx in their hiflorical colledions; 
Who ndther vnfh to be led into the fiibles of fuper- 
ftition, nor ar« ivilling to fupport the injuftice of a 
Budisnant aritfciTm ; bat, endeavouring to fleer in a 
midffle wajr, have obtained a charader of failing leaft 
in the trhoice of materials fat hiftory, tho* drawn from 
thedaikeftiiges. 

Being -dierefbre to write fomething concerning a 
Life, which there is little profpedt c? our knowing, 
after it has been the fmitlefs enquiry of fo many 
ages, and which has Jiowever been thua difBvently 
treated by hiftorians, I fhaU endeavour to fpeak of it 
oot as a certainty, but as die tradition, opinion, or col- 
ledion of authors, who have been fuppofed to write of 
Hnur in thefe fbar preceding methods i to which we 
alfo fhall add feme farther conjeftures of our own. Af- 
icr his life has been thus rather invented than written, 
I ftall confider him hiflorically as aa author, with re- 
gard to thofe works which he has left behind hun : In 
doing which, we may trace the degrees of efteem they 
liave obtained in different periods ^time, and regokte 
our prefent opinion of them, by a view of that age in 
which they were writ. 

I. I. If we take a view of H§mer in 

Cities of Ho'. thofe fiibulous traditions which the ad* 
mer, which miration of the ancient heathens has ec- 
are tbi efeBs caiion'd, we find them running to fuper* 
eTotravagant ftitioo, and multip1y*d, and contradic- 
admiration. tory to one another, ia the different ac- 
counts which are given with refpe^k to 
^lyt^ and Gratet the two native countries of nble. 

Be We 
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{ \$re.have. one in • Ettftaihius o^^ ftrangel/ fianed 
^bji^ JitfcflKdfr, Prnfibitu, ka^ rqi(^ted> concernuig 
fEyiif '• hUy^b ai>4 ini^cyp Tb^: " hfs was- bom in 
*^ -^i^Mit oi Damf^oraS: Bpdj/^itmt, apd; bipoght up 
¥, bjr^a^ds^agl^er'oi. Qfiv^ ^o pfrioft^of-^, w)io WM 
** b|»iUf;a:pr(»>beuff, m^ fipin.wb(;i& breaib drops of 
'*. bpifey woq14 frequeodx-diitil; into tbe mootb of the 
'^. i|ijra9t I(0 (be nigbt^timd'thfrfirft founds be uttered 
V 11(0(9^ thelites, of nii^ieyer4 birds I in tbe. noming 
''• bp wif foofyt playii^ with) nuie dpyet in the bed: 
•f. The $lfy/,' who attended, biniy ufod tt>^be feifed with. 
** a poetical fury, and utter verfes, in which ihe com- 
u ouinded Z>«Mur)%0r«i.to JiM^ the^Mufes: 

" This be performod^ in obedience to her iofpiradon, 
«.'■ and rc;||atfd all tbefe tjiiiygs to the child when be wa| 
'*'• ffOWJI^ up.{. wbOy iih memory of the. doves which; 
''• fiI^yiKl'^t^hii94/4rui§hip:ii)fi|ncy», h^ k his worW 
":iy^^7if4^biS;bird.tft,tbp^nouri of briogiag Jmtn-, 

pjBf WQiild tbipk^a, (bfty qf d}|s mitqre fo fit. fof agi^ 
to talk of» aadin^ajicy tah^ar, w€»a iqq^pable of being; 
baad^dpwp to uo. Boc w^ find; the tradition agaioi 
^ikicn. up to be beigbti^<^ in. one part^ and carried for- 
Wrd iff.ai)Qfberr ^liefio^^Wf Wio bad heard of this, 
da^ y4^ Ms^ PM^:iA for^^mv^r, endeavoorr tO; 
l^im^f'i ^ by namingr'ritf^/ for tbe,pafticular place 
<j|Fi ^i(^%|;l^. ij^.allowa tpg^ thiit^s^ pii^- was. bis- re* 
puted father* but that his real father^ according tQ the 
opinion oiMgyft^ was Mercury : He fays, " That when 
"- thePrielt was. celel^afing the rites of his country, and 
** therefore flept with h}s wife in tb^ Temple, the God. 
" bad kQOw}ed|ne; of hgr^ ai^ begot H^mir: That- he 
*v waS[ born with.tufts-of hair in. his * thighi as a fign of 
'* uplawfol generatkm, from. whe^m he wa^ called if^ 
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" msrhy the natioiis. through, which be w»K]«red: That 
*^ he himfelf was the occafion wh){ this ilory of his di- 
** vine cxtradUon is. UDluiown ; becaufe he neither told 
" his name, race,, nor couxitry, btting afhamed of hit 
" exile, to. which. his reputed father drov« htm from 
" among the confeciatqd youths, on account of that 
'* mark, which their pciefts.eikemed a te^liinony of an 
" inccliuous birth;" 

Thefe axe the extravagant flories by which men, who 
have not been able to.expceis how much they iKlmire 
tkin), tranfcefid- the hoiinds of probabihty to fay feme- 
thing, extraordinary. .The mind,. that becomes dazzled 
with the. ii^hJC of his perforoiances, .ioTes the common 
idea^.of at man ip thae fancied fplendor of perfection : It 
fees nothing^ lefs than a God worthy to be his Father, 
oodiing le^ than a.Prophetefs deferving to be his nurfe ; 
aod, growings unwilling that he (hould be fpoken of in 
4 language, beneath iteimag^tions, delivers fables in the 
place of hiiipry.. 

But whatever has thus been, o^red to fupport the 
claim oi.JBj^fit they- who plead ff^Grtecezxc not to 
be accu&dibr ooming (hort of iL Their fancy rofe with 
a refinement as much above that of theic mafiers, as the 
Griii ImaginatioA wasAiperior to thatof the y£[g^/iVi«5.- 
dieic Fidion waa but a Veil, and frequently wrought 
ixLt enougl^ to be feen thrgug}]^ fo:tfaat ic hardly hidea 
the meaning it is mad« to cover, from the firft glance 
of the iangioation^ For a piTOof of this we may> 
mentioDthat poeUcal geosalogy. which is delivered for 
Bmtr\. in thc,^ Greek treatife. of the contention be- 
tween hioi andi£iyW| and but liale varied by the rela- 
tion of it in Suidas* 

*' The Foct Linus (fay they) wasbornof ^j^/tr^ and 
'* Th^a/i the Daughter of Neptune * Pieras ofLiuMj: 



** Oiagntf 
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** Oiagrus of King Pitrus and the Nymph htabt^t 
*< Orfbeus of Oeagrus and the Miifo talhope. From 
*< Orpheus catne O/i^/ ; fiom him HarmomJes ; from 
** him PMoierptu ; ih>m hnn Eufhmus ; fiom him i*^'- 
" phrades^ WhO begot Mtnalofs^ the fktheif of D/«is 
•' />/«/ had /£r>(^// the Poet knd Ferfau by Pucamtde^ the 
** daughter oi Apollo: Then P/r^ had Mtmt, on whoCe 
*< daughter Crytbeis^ the river Jlfr/«f begot Hatnery 

Here we behold a woiflerfal genealogy, contHvM inr 
duftrioufly to raife our idea to the higheft» where Godii 
Goddeflfesy Mufes, Kings and Poets link in a de(i:aiit i 
nay, where Poets are made to depend, ai h wer^ in 
clofters upon the (ame ftalk beneath one another. If we 
confider too that Harmomdes is defSved from harmony» 
PbtUterpus from love of ddSght, Euphemus from beau- 
tifal di^ioD, Eptpbrades from intdligence, and Pucamedi 
f om prudence ; k may not be improbable, bnt the in* 
ventors meant, by a iidion of thb nature, to torn fudi 
qualifications into perfons, as were agreeable to his cha- 
rader for whom the line was drawn : So that every 
t^ing divine or greitt, Will thus come together by the 
(Extravagant indulgence of i^n<^, While Admiration tarns 
liitM in fome to bare Fable, in others to Allegory. 

After this labulous tree of his ped^jee, we may re- 
guUii4y view him in one paib^ tonceming hb birth, 
which, tho* it diflfen in a drcumftance, from what baa 
been here delivered, yet carries on the fiune air, and vt- 
gards the fiime traditums. There is a (bort life of Ho- 
mer attributed to Plutar€^^ wherein a third part of An>' 
ptU on poetry^ whidi b now loft, b quoted for an ac* 
count of hb uncommon btrdi, in thb manner. ** At 
'* the time when Neleus^ the fan of Codnu^ led the co- 
'* k>ny which was fent mto ioHsa^ there was in the ifland 
** iA k a young girl, compreffiedby a Gtnius^ who de- 
*' lighted to aiTociate with the Mufes^ and (hare in their 
*' conforts. She, finding herfelf with child, and being 
*' touched with the ihame of what had hiTppened to her, 
*« remov'd from thence to a place called JEgina. There 
^ *^ fee 
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'* /he wu taken in an excarfion nude bf robben» and . 
** bdng brought to "Smfrma^ which was then under the 
*< Lfdians^ they gave her to Mitm the Kingt whomar- 
*' ncd her upon aoroant of her beauty* £it whfle (he 
<< wilked on the banks of the rhrer Meles flie bmaght 
*' forth Hmumt and expired. The in&nt was taken by 
" Mitom^ and bred upas his fon, till the Deaidi of diat 
** Prince.^* And mm thb'point of the ftory the Poet 
is kt down into his traditional poverty. Here we fee, 
diough he be taken out of the lineage of Mehs^ where 
we met him before, he has fHll as wonderful a rife in^ 
Vented for him ; he is fUU to fpring from a Demigod^ one 
who was of a poetical difpofitton, ftom whom he might 
inherits fool tamed to poetry, and receive anaffiftance 
of heavenly infpinttion. 

In dus Hfe the raoft general tradition concerning hhn 
is hk hiiMihrfs^ jet there are fome who will not allow 
even this to have happened after the manner in ^;iiiich it 
&Ils upon odier men : Chance and ficfcneis are exclu- 
ded; nothing left than t^odsimd helDcs mnft be vifibhr 
concerned about him* Thus we find among the diN 
faent aooottntt which • Hermias has collected concern* 
hag his blindneft, that when thmer refolved to write of 
Acbiliis^ he had an exceeding defire to fin his mind witl| 
a jnft idea of lb glorious a hero : Wherefore^ having 
paid an due honours at hit tomb, he intreats that he 
fliay obtain a fight of him. The hero grants hb poetV 
petition, and rifes in a glorious fok of armour, which 
call fo nnfufieraUe a fj^endor, that Homir loft his eyea 
while he gazed for the infaigement of his notions. 

If this foe any thing more than a mere fidde, one 
would be apt to imagine it infinaated his contracting n 
blindnefe by too int^ie an application wliile he wrote 
his Uiad. But it is a very pompous way of letting ua 
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iQtQ thip loiowl^gjB^ q£ fo ihoit a< truth.: Itlooka as if 
mea. imagixu^d the lives of pojet» nu>uki he^ pojeticall)! 
\igit;ea; th^t to fpeaJk plaioJf .b£ them, w^re. tQ< fpeak 
coQtieiD^blxr; or thatrwe. debate the<D» whea thi^y ara 
pkc«(ii% leif glorioiip cojp^paQv thaa'thoft exalt^fpvi 
ritt whi^ thpy thcmiislves have been; food, to- celebrate* 
We loay^hiDweycr iafomn mea£ure be.recopciled t^ this 
laft idle fabk, for having occaiiozved fo beautiful an 
Epifode ia the Amiraoi Folitian. Thax which doea 

SioibuD us in, a hijGbory^ may pl^ai/e us, ior ita pr^pec 
^^.cueof poptty, 

II. TL Suchrilorjesa^thefehav^.been 

ISUirsu rf Ho' the effedb. of a fuperilttiou^ fQndnefs, 
mer proceeding and of the aftoniihaient . of men at 
fiom cnvy« what they coniider in, a view of per- 

fedioo. B^ neither have all the 
CafBC tailc,^ nor-do they equally fubmit tathefupcriority 
of others, ntr bear that hnman nat)ife, which they 
kiMifW to be imper/c^ iho^ld be praifed in an extreme 
without oppoiuion. E'romfome principles of this kind 
have arifen. a fecond fort . of ileries, which glance at 
Bomtr- with malignant fuppofitions, and endeavour ta 
^row a diminiihing air over his. life, as a kind of an* 
fives to thofe who fought to aggrandize him injudiciqufly, 
ynde» tbU head, v^e n»ay reckon thofe ungrounded 
conjeAupes with which his adver£ines afperfe the. very. 
tt&g^ a^- profecution of his travels, when, they infi- 
9iiat^, that they were one continued fearch. after authors 
who had written before him, and particularly upon the 
iooie fobji^di* in order to dellroy them, or to rob> them 
of their inventions^ 

. Thus( we read, in ^ Diodorus Siculus, ** That there 
'* was one D^aphne the daughter- of Tirejias^ who from 
*' her infpirations obtained the title of a Sibyl, She 



' Diod. Sic. /. 4. 

« had 



j^ E^ S AY QfU Ho MXR< 9 

(I l^d a very extraordinar/. genius, and being laada 
'* priefteis at Deltbou wiot& oza^es wifji wx)^deiful 
<* elegance^ yihi^ Homer fought for, uyd. adorned hia 
" ppenis. with fey^nd of her vcrfi^" But fhe ia i^aced, 
fa ^ in the bibulous age of the world, th^t nothing 
can be aveired of her : And. as for the. yeriea now, 
alfribed to the SH/yls^ they are. more modern- than, to be^ 
able to confirm the flory s which, ai it ia unhrerfaUyk 
affented to, difcovers that whatever there-is in them, in 
common with Hom^r, the cpn^pilers hav^ rathei! t^^ken^ 
from him ; perhaps to.fbengthen the.auUM>riQr'Q£. ti^iii 
work by the protediion of thia tra4ttio&. 

The nezc inflnaatipn we hea^ is from Sui4ai^ ths^ 
Valamfdef^ who fought at 7>^,. was iampos ios ppet^fy^^ 
and wrote concei-ning tha( war in thfi DarMilectcr w^iicb 
he invented, probably. n»uf;h againft Agammnom andt 
Vljlfis^ his mortal enamies. Upon this account fomei 
have fancied his works .were fupprefied by Aganumat^^^ 
pofterity, or tha^ their int^re deJ^u^on was contrive^ 
and effe^ed.by £ffM«^ whcaa (leundertook the fan^ fub-. 
je£k. Bgt furely the worka of fo confiderable a man^ 
when they had been able to bear up fo long a time aa 
that which jpafied between the fiege of 7>^, and the 
fiooriihipg of iiistsMT, muft have been too. much dlfperfed^' 
ffu^.one-pf fo B^n a €Ond}tk)n aa he la reprefenced, to- 
have d^ftfspy ed.iq every plap^ tho* he bad be^ never 
f(>>iauch, a^ilfsd. by the vigdant temper x>f envy. An^ 
we. may. iay too, that what might have been capablerof 
raifuig this; principle in him, muit be capable of beings 
in feme meafure efteemed by others^ and of having afr 
leaft one line of it-preferved to us as his* 

After him, in- the- order of time, we meet with a 
whole fet o^' names,, to whom the maligners of /f(Mn^, 
would have him obliged, without being a:le to prove 
their aflbrtion. Suidas mentions Corinnus lUinJUy the' 
fecretary of Palamedesy who writ a poem upon the fame 
fubjc<%> bat no one is produoed aa having feen it. 

a Ttutzes 

4 
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t Txaxet mentions (and from Jobamm Melalm only} 
S^fylha die C$an^ fecretary ofTeueer^ bot* it is not fo 
muchasJcnownifiie writTerTeorprofe. Beiides thefe^ 
are DiSyt -the Cretan fecretary to Idmumus^ and Dares 
the Phry^an^ an attendant of Hf^^r, who hate fporl-- 
ons treatifes paffing under their names. From each of 
i^iefe is Homer faid to have borrowed his whole argo- 
ment ; fo inconfiftent are thefe ilories with one another. 

The next names we find, are Demodocm^ whom Hmur 
HU^t have met at Cortyra, and Hemhs^ whom he mieht 
Iiave met at Ithaca : the one (as ^ Phtareb fays) having- 
accordiojg to tradition written the war of Troy ^ the other 
die return of the Gncsan captain. Bat thde are only 
two names of friends, which he is pleafed to honour 
widi eternity in his poem, or two different pidbircs of 
lUmfelf, as author of the /AW and O^^es, or entMy 
the ch9dren of his imagination, without any pardcukr 
nllafion. So that his ulage here puts me in mind of his 
•wn Fmican in the > iZrW; The God had caft two fia- 
toes, which he endued with the power i>f motion ;' and 
k is (aid prefently after, thai he is fearceaUe to go un- 
kk they inpport him. 

It is repotted by fome, lays ^ Ptoientitus Epbajth^ 
** That there was before Homer a woman of Memphis^ 
" called Pbantafia^ who writ of the wars ofTroy^ and 
** die wandrings of Uiyffes. Now Hmn- arrivhig at 
^ Memphis where ihc had laid up her wories, and get* 
^ ting acquainted with Phanitas^ whofe Bufinefs it was 
** to copy the (acred writings, he obtained a fight of 
** thefe, and followed intirely the (cheme ihe had drawn.** 
But this is a wild (lory, which fpeaks of an jEgyptian 
woman with a Greek name, and who never was heard 
0f but upon this account. It aj^xars indeed from his 
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knowledge of the JEgypuun learning, tkat he was ini- 
tiated into their myfteries, and for aught we know bjr 
one Phanitas. But if we cooHder what the name of 
the woman fignifies, it feems only as if horn being uTed 
in a figurative expreffion, it had been raillaken after- 
wards for a proper name. And then the meaning will 
be, that having gathered as much information concern- 
ing the Grecimn and Trojan ftory, as he could be fur- 
niihed with from the accounts of jEgypt^ which were 
geaerally mixed with fancy and fable, he wrought out 
his p^ans of the I/iaJuid the Odjifes, 

We pafs all thefe ilories, together with the /iuU Iliad 
of Siagrus, mentioned by ' JElian. But one cannot 
leave diis fobjedl without refleding on the depredating 
homoor and odd induflry of roan, which fhews itfeU 
in raifing fuch a number of infinuations that clalh with 
each other, and in fpiriting up fuch a croud of unwar- 
ranted names to fapport them. Nor can we but admire . 
at the contradidory nature of this proceeding; that 
names of works, which either never were in being, or 
never worthy to live, (hould be produced only to per- 
I faade os that the mod lafting and beautiful poem of the 
ancients was taken out of them. A beggar might be 
content to patch up a garment with fuch fiireds as the 
wol^ld throws away, but it is never to be unagined an 
Emperor would make his robes of them. 

After Homer had fpent a confiderable time in travel, 
we find him towards his age introduced to fuch an ac- 
tbn as tends to his difparagement. It is not enough to 
accafe him for fpoiling the dead, they raife a living au- 
thor, by whom he mufl be baffled in. that qualification 
on which his fame is founded. 

There is in "» Hefiod an account of an ancient poetical 
contention at the funeral of Jmfhidamm^ in which, he 
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ikyS) be obtained the prize, but does, opt mention from 
whom he carried it. There is alfq^ aiDOng^tlMt ^ Hynm^ 
afcribed to Homer ^ a prayer lo Vtnus for fucceis in % 
poetical difpute, but it neiti^Qr meotiox^ wber^ nov 
againft whoni. But tho.* th^ hav» i)^e6U4 to name 
tbipir a&tagofU4$» otb4ys.iMkye ^ce ^k^sn carip tp. SM .up 
(he.^ries by patting tkem tpgejtiier* The ipakiing twp 
(iich confidej^blc namei in poetry emg^e^ carries .«ii 
amuflng pomp in it« liice making two heroes of the firft 
rank enter the litis of combat. And if HBmir aod Hit^ 
fiod had their parties among the Grammariam% iM^e-Wiiii 
im excellent opportM^ity fqr H^fiod^t £fnf qi^-e^ ta niake 
fL (agrifice qf /ffm^r. Heoce. a bart qcu^£i»re iitip^ 
^read lii^o a tpadUjipu^ the^ th« uadition give qyraS»n 
IP an iptgratih which i^ yet extant, and ag^ ^. gfjk* 
gramX^qt wai>t of knowiQg the; time it was writ:ia}i be 
gllfidged as a proof of tl^ conje(5ture kqm whence it 
ipf ung. After this a • whole. treatUe-. wm written, Mpon 
^ which appeajrs not veiy ancUat, becanfiBitrmeniioai 
^ria^t The; fiory agrees ip the main with the fiKH>t 
aecoivo^ we 4tid in P Flmtir<h% That QMni^, th^.iiMi 
f* of£ Jmiikuhtm^t Kingof J^'ii^r^, li^eipg ufed ^> <;q)e* 

V brate his fiither*s funeral games, i^tvsted fxosm 4l papl^ 
f' mfifk ftmous for (U^ngth afi4 wifiij»m. Among tb<^ 
y Htmr and H^d^ivei at C&4i/riV. Thetking;F4r 
'< W47i preiided over the cp^tfA* whi^h being .&Mihed^ 
^ he. 4screed thtTripes^ to fUfi^ with this fenieDce, 
'* That the. pof t of peace and huf^andry better c^ferved 

V to be crowned, than thp. ppat oif war and contention* 

V Whereupon Hsfied dedi((»te4 the prize to th9; niufe% 
** with this iafgjiption^ 
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Which are two lin/es takea from that place in Ilf/t94 
where he mentions no ^ntagonift, aad altered, that the; 
two Danies might be brought in^ as is evident by com- 
pariog tbfim with tbefe, 

To anfwer this ftory, we may take notice that Hej!o4 
'» generaUy placed after liomen Gr<^<vius^ his own com- 
mentator, fets liim a hundred years lower ; and whctbo^ 
tie were £^ cmt no, yet ^ Plutarch has Aigh^y p^iTal thq 
iifhple accQupt as a fabl^. Mi^y* we may dr^w an arr 
gpip^nt againft it from Eefipii himfelf : He; had ^ lovi; 
SffiuD^, whicti cauiisdhim. tp eoga^ at th^ f aner^ 
WpfZp an4 which went fo far a^ to make hin^ rcLOOtd 
his conqneft in his own works a had he defeat' ffevrr, 
die fame principle would have made him mention a 
name that could h^ve filmed iiis own to immortah'ty. 
^9pet who records his ^ory, would not omit th^ 
QoUeft dicijmiftajace, and S^M^r^ like a capdve prince» 
bd cqftainlyi graced the triumph of his adverfary. 

Towiida the latter encl of his Life, thf re is another 
fiory mvented, which makes him conclude it in a mant 
oec altogether beneath the greatnefs of a genius. We 
find in the life (aid to be wtitten by Plutarch^ a tradition, 
** That hjS. was warned by an oracle to beware of th<^ 
'* jnmg nuns rUdU, This remained long obfcure to 
*' him, till he arrived at the ifland U. There, as he 
" (at to behold the fifhermen, they propofed to him a 
^ riddle in verfe, which he being unable to anfwer, 
" died for grief/* This ftory refutes itfelf, by carrying 
fiiperlHtion at one end, and folly at die other. It 
^imk conceived with an air of deriHop, toiay a grea^ 
nan in the- daft after a^ fpolifli manner. ThQ iame ibit 
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of hand might have framed that ule of AriJtMlt'% 
drowning hirafelf becaufe he could not accoant lor the 
Burifus : The defign is the fame, the torn the fame ; 
and all the difference, that the great men are each to 
fuffer in his character, the one by z poetical ridJIe^ the 
other by a pbilofipbicai problem. But thefe are accidents 
wbkh can only arife from the meannefs of pride, or 
extravagance of madnefs : A foul enlai^ed with know- 
ledge ((o vaftly as that of Homer) better knows the pro- 
per 2ixt^ which is to be laid upon every incident, aw) 
the proportion of concern, or carelefihe^ with which ic 
ooeht to be aflfe£led. Bat it is the fate of narrow capa« 
cities to meafure mankind by a ^Ife ilandard, and ima- 
gine the great, like themfelves, capable of bein? di(^ 
concerted by little oceafions ; to frame their malignant 
fables according to this imagination, and to fland dcr 
teded by it as by an evident mark of ignorance. 

III. The third manner m which the ITT. 
life of Homer has been written, is but an Stories ofHo* . 
amaffing of all the traditions and hints mtrfrocee£ng 
which the writen could meet with, from trifling 
great or little, in order to tell a ftory cark>fity. 
of him to the world. Perhaps the 
want of choice materials might put them upon' the ne- 
ceffity ; or perhaps an injudicious defire of faying all 
they could, occafioncd the fault. However it be, a 
life compoied of trivial circumftanccs, which (though it 
give a true account of feveral pafTages) (hews a man but 
Httle in that light in which he was moft famous, and has 
hardly any thing correfpondent to the idea we entertain 
of him : Such a life, I fay, will never anfwer rightly 
the demand the world has upon an hiftorian. Yet the 
moft formal account we have of Homer is of this nature^ 
f mean that which is faid to be coileAed by Heroektus,' 
Jt is in fhort, an unfupported minute treatife, compofed 
of events which lie within the compafs of probability, 
and belong to the loweft fphere of life. It feems to be 

intlrely 



An KssAY en Homer. i^ 

indrely conda£led by the fpirit of a Grammarian ; ever 
aboundiDg wich extempore *virfes^ as if it were to prove 
a thing fo unquellionahle as oar author's title to rapture; 
and at the iame time the occaftons are fo poorly invested, 
that they mifbecome the warmth of a poetical imagina- 
tion. There is nothing in it above the life which a 
Gr4»MBarrtf« might lead him felfj nay, it is but fuch a 
one as they commonly do lead, the higheft ^ge of 
which is to be mnJUr of a fcbmd. But becaufe this is a 
treatife to which writers have had recourfe for want of a 
betteri, I (hall give the following abftra£i of it. 

Bmir was bom at Smyrna^ about one hundred fixty- 
eight years after the fiege of frty, and fix hundred 
twenty two years before the expedttion of Xtrxa, His 
inother*8 name was Gytbeu^ who proving unlawfully 
with child, was fent away from Cumte by her uncle, 
with l/meniM, one of thofe who led the colony of 
Simnutf then building. A while after, as ihe was 
celebrating a fefUval with other women on the bajiks of 
the river Aie/ei, (he was delivered o^ Homer ^ whom (he 
therefore named Milefigines. Upon thb fhe left Ifmt^ 
nias, and fupported herfdf by her labour, till Pbemms 
(who taught a (chool in Smyrna) fell in love with her, 
and married her. But both dying in procefs of time, 
the fchool fell to ff^mer, who nonaged it with fuch 
wifdom, that he was univcrfally admired both by na- 
tives and Grangers. Amoogft thefe latter was Mer/tes, 
a Mafter of a (hip from LeucaMa^ by whofe perfnaiions 
ar.d promifea he gave up his School, and went to tra- 
vel : With him lie vi&ted Spain and baly^ but was left 
behind at hba<m upon account of a defiuxion in his 
eyes. Daring his ftay he was entertained by one ilffir- 
'0^, a man of fortune, jullice, and horpitality, and 
karaed the principal incidents of Vlyjfei^ life. But at 
the retnm off Mtntet^ he went from thence to Colophw^ 
wbcft^ his defiuxion renewing, he fell Intirely blind. 
Upon this he couM think of no better expedient than 
te |o back to Smyrna, where pcrhapa he mi^i^ Ivii^- 
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^rted by thofe who knew him, and have the leifure W 
wAdi6t faimfelf to poetry. But there he foand hh 
fovtrty increafe, and his hopes of encoarageikieiit fail $ 
fo diAt he removed to C«m<r, and by the way wis 
totertamed for fome time at the houfe of one Tychius a 
leather dreffer. At Ctima his poems were wonderfblly 
admiredy but when he propofed to eternize their town 
if they would allow him a falary, he was anfWered, thit 
there would be no end of maintainig all the ^O^poi, or 
blind mtn^ and hence he got the name of Homer. From 
Cuma he went to Pbocaa^ where one Thtfi&rwla (t 
fchool- mailer alfo) offered to maintain him it he would 
fuSier hhn to tranfcribe his verfes : Thu ffb/dr^r comply- 
ing with thro* mere deceffity, the other had no feonef 
gotten them bdt he removed to Chios i there the 
{)Oems gained him wealth and honour, while the au- 
thor himfi^lf hardly earned bis bread by repeating them. 
At laft, {otne who came from Chios bavine told the 
people that the fame verfes were publiihed diere by 
a rchool-tnafter, H^mef- k^olved to find him out. 
Having therefbre landed near that place, he was ttr 
ceived by one Glautus a fhepberd, (at wbofe door he 
had like to have bfeen worried by dogs) and carried 
by him to his mafter at Bollifus^ who admiring his 
knowledge, intrafled him with the education of his 
children. Here his praife began to fpread, iftid ^beftQ- 
tides^ who heard of his neighbourhood, fied before 
hifn. He removed however foiAetime afttH-wards to 
Q}io5^ where he fet up a fchobl of poetry; gaiiled a 
competent fortune, marrfed a wife, and had twb daugh- 
ters, the one of which died young, the ofh^ xvaS 
married to his patron at Bolliffus. Here he Inserted in 
his poems the naides of thole to whom he had been 
moft obliged, as Mentes, Phtmius, hUfit6t,zti€'Tycbiusi 
and refolving for Athens^ he made honbtiriacble mention 
of that city, to priepare the Athenians for a kind retep- 
Cion. But as he went, the (hip put in sit Sat-i'^s^ "^htx^ 
ht continued the whole winter, finding at the hotifes df 
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great men, with a trJain of hays after him. In fpring 
hei^eint on board igain iii order to p^(^ecate his jour- 
ney tor Athim^ but lahdihg by thfe Wa)r at los, he fell 
fick, died and was buHed on die fea fhorr^ 

*rhiS is the life of Homer afcribed to Herothtui^ tho* 
it IS wbndferfol it fliould be fo, fince it evidently contra* 
dids his own hifiory^ by phcing Homer fix hundred 
t^teoty^two years before the expedition of Xerxes ; 
Whereas Heridohti hinfelf, who was alive at the time 
*f thw est jpc^ltibh, fiys Hofner was only ' four hundred 
years before hijn. HdweVtt*, if we can imagine that 
tliere may be-any thing 6f truth in the thain parts of 
fills (r«fat]fe, •We may gath^ thcfe general obfervationa 
from h : That he (hewed a great thirft after knowledge; 
by undertaking fuch Icttig and numerous travels : That 
he itiaii&f^ilrd an dnexampled vigour of mind, by being 
iStAt R> write 'With mttrefire nttdeV the difad\nahtages of 
Wrbdnefs, iind tlie Utitooft' poverty, than any po^t afteir 
Kim in bMer drcumftbrie^s'; and that he had an un- 
Bmited fenfet>f fame, (the attehdaAt of noble fpirits) 
which ^ntmi'pted 'hint' to engage in new tfavels, both 
onder thefe difadVanfages, and the additional burthen of 
t>idage. 

But it win not perhaps be either improper or difficult 
(0 make fomer c6rje^res, which feem to lay open the 
fbandtition f ^oni WWnce thfe traditions which frame the 
krw lives b^ Homer have rifen. We may confider, that 
there afetio hiitorrans df his time, (or noile handed down 
to ns) Who have ilnentroned hiin ; and that he has never 
fpolcen plainly of himielf, in thofe works which have 
been afcribed to him without contrOVerfy. However, 
ta ^l^r idefire to Khowfdmething concerning him has 
o<cafi#tred^ii&hki^ to hrbodr the "point under thefe dif- 
idvantages, arnd ivttn oM lUl hands to fee if there were 
any thing left which might iiave the lead appearance of 
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iafbrmatson. Upon the fearch, they find no retnatm 
but his nami and tv^rAs, and refdve to torture thefe 
upon the nek of inveotion, in order to give fpine ac- 
count of the perfon they belong to. 
' The firft thing therefore they fettle is, That what 
pafled for his nanu muft be his name no longer, but aa 
additional tide ufed infUad of it. The reubn why k 
was given, muft be fome accident of his life. They . chea 
proceed to confider tytty thing that the word may im-r 
ply by its derivation. One finds that 'O ^u^ figufier « 
thigh; whence arife& the tnditio«;in ^ jH^iei&irici, that 
)ie was baniihed Egypt for the mark on that part, which 
Ihewed a fpurious buth $ and the Uiey iii>agiiie grooad 
enough to give him the life of a wanderer. A feoosd 
finds, that \)pi^o( fignifies an hoftagt^ and then he moft 
be delivered as fuch in a war (according to « Procbu) 
between Smyrna and Chi§t. A third can derive die 
name 'o ^i a^«^», npn 'vidcns^ from whence he muft be a 
blind man (as in the piece afcribed to ^MtrodstusJ] A 
fourth brings ItTrom *OfM« \fiwi /feaiingiVL council i and 
then (as it IS in Suidas) he muft by a divine tnfpiration, 
declare to the Smyrn^s, that they fhonld war againft 
Colophon, A fifth finds the word may be brought to 
{kgmfy following other j, or joining himt/el/ to them, and 
then he muft be called Homer for faying, {^ it is quoted 
from y Jriftotli in the life afcribed to Plutarch) that he 
would *0|4.i]|);i*, or fiikw the Lydians from Smyrna* 
Thus has tne name been turned and winded, enough 
at leaft to give a fufpicion, that he who got a new ety 
fology^ got either a new life of him, or fomcihing 
which he added to the oM one. 

However, the name iMt not affording enough to 
furnifh out a whole life, his wrJb auift be broi^t in 
for afliftance; and it is taken lor granted, that where 
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lie has DOt fpdoen cf hitafAU he lies veiled beaetth the 
ferfoos or a^oas of tho(e whom he dcfcribes. Bectofe 
he calls a f>oet by the name of Pbemtais in his Odyjty^ 
they condode this ' Phemtis was his Mailer. Becaofe 
he fpcaks of Demodacus as another poet who was blind, 
and Ireqnentcd palaces; he muft he (cnt about * blind, 
to fiBg at the doors of ridi nen. IfUMes be fet opon 
1^ dop at his ihepJierds cottage, becaoM this is a low 
odventore, it is thoaght to oe his own at Beliiffki. 
*Aad V ho calls the leather drefler, who made J$«4r*s 
Ihidd, by dw name oi-TyMut, he mofl have been fap- 
parted hy fiich a one in his wants : Nay, fome hare 
been fo viokndy carried mto this way of conjeduring, 
that tte bare * Jimiie of a woman who works hard for 
her livelifaood is fiud to have been borrowed from his 
aMither^s eonditioii, and brought as a proof of it. Thus 
he is ftiH imi^itted to intend himfelf ; and the fidiens of 
poetry, co n verted into real ftds, are ddivered for his 
life, who has afligned them to others. ^11 thofe dories 
in his works which fuit with a mean condition are fup- 
po6d to have happened to him ; though the fame way 
of iafarence might as well prove him to have a£ted in 
a higher Iphere, from the many pafiages that (hew his 
ftfll m government, and his knowledge of the great 
parts of life. 

There are fome other fcattered (lories of Homer which 
&11 not under thefe heads, but are however of as trifling 
a nature i as much unlit for the materials of hidory, 
ftiQ more nogrouaded, if poffi>le, and ariflng merely 
from chance^ or the humours of men: Such is the re<- 
port we meet with from < HeracKdei^ that ** Homer 
" was iined at jitbins for a madman ;** which feems 
invented by the difciplesof ^tfcr^/r/, to call an odium 

* Herod, w/. Hom. • Ibid. ^ Ibid. « Fid. M. 
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«]>0Q the Athtmam for tkeir confenting to the death of 
their mailer, and. carries in it fomething like a dedaioi'- 
ing revenge of the fchools, as if the world fhould inoa- 
gine the one could be eileemed mad^ where the other 
was put to death for being kicked. Such another re- 
port is that in ^ JElian^ ** That Homer portioned his 
'* daughter with fome of his works for want of laotbey;** 
which looks but like a jefl upon a poor wit, which at 
firft might have had an Epigrammatic for its £idier» 
tad been afterwards gravely anderftood by fome painful 
colledor. Infhorty mankind have laboured heartily 
about him to no purpofe; they have caught up ev^y 
thing greedily, with that bnfy minute curioiity and un- 
(atisfaSory inquiiitiveneis whidi Smeca calls the Dijedfe 
of the Greeks ; they have puzzled the caufe by their at- 
tempts 10 find it out ; and, like travellers deftitute of a 
road, yet rcfolyed to make one over unpaiTable deferts, 
Ihey fuperinduce error, inftead of removing ignorance. 

IV. IV. Whenever any authors have 

ProiaiJe eon- attempted to write the life o£ Homer, 
jeShtres cm- clear from fuperflition, envy, and tri- 
eermng Ho- fling, they have grown aihamed of all 
mer. thefe traditions. This, however, has 

not occafioned them to defift from the 
undertaking; but flill the diiHculty which could not 
make them deM, has cece^itated them, either to deli- 
ver the old ftory with excufes, or elfe, iniiead of a life, 
10 GOmpofe a treatife pardy of criticifm^ and partly of 
ehara^er rather descriptive, than fupported by aAion, 
andthe^of hiftory. 

They begin with acquainting us, that 

His Time. the 7ime in which he lived has never 

been fixed beyond difpute, and that the 
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opinions of authors are various concerning it : But the 
controver fy, in its feveral conje^ures, includes a Tpace of 
years between the earliefl and latefl, from twenty-four 
to about five hundred, after the fiegc of Troy, When- 
ever the tiaie was, it feems not to have been near that 
fiege, from his own ^ Ifntocatian of the Mufis to recount 
the catalogue of the fhips : " For we, fiiys he, have 
'* only heard a rumour, and know nothing particularly.'^ 
It is remarked by « Velleim Paterculw^ That it mufl 
have been coniiderably later, from his own confeilion, 
" that mankind was but half as flrong in his age, as in 
** that he writ of;" which, as it is founded upon a 
' notion of a gradual degeneracy in our nature, difco vers 
the interval to have been lohg between Homer and his 
fttbjedt. But not to trouble ourfelves with entering into 
all the dry difpute, we may take notice, that the world 
is inclined to ftand by the ^ Arunddian marble^ as the 
mod certain computation of thofe early times ; and this, 
by placing him at the time when Diogenetus ruled in 
Athens^ makes him flourifh a little before the Olympiads 
were eftablifhed ; about three hundred years after the 
taking of Troy^ and near a thoufand before the Cbrijiwn 
ASra, For a farther confirmation of this, we have 
fome great names of antiquity who give him a cotem-; 
porary agreeing with the . computation : VGV/to fays, 
There was a tradition that Homer lived about the time 



s Hie longe a tempbribus belli quod compofuit, 
Troici, quam quidam rentur, abfuit. Nam fermc ante 
anaos 950 floruit, intra mille natus eft: quo nomine non 
eft mirandum quod faspe illud ufurpat, oToi tvf jSporoi 
tin. Hoc enim ut bominum iu faculorum notaiur dif- 
ferentia. FelL Pttterc. lib. I. . 

^ Vide Dacicr, Du Pin, isfr. con^eHiing tbe Aronde- 
lian marble. * Cicero %. Tufcnl /. 5, 
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of l^cttrgfu. ^ Shraho tdls as, It was reported tliat 
Lfcmrgus went to O^hs for an interview with him. 
Attd even ^ Plutarch^ when he fays, Lycurgus received 
Hmer^% works from the grandfon of that Creopbilut 
with whom he had lived, £es not put him fo fir back- 
ward« but chat pol6bly thry might have been alive at 
the Cune time. 

The next ^pute reeurds his country^ concerning 
wUch * JdtioM mqaired of the Gods, 
ts 8 qaeffiOD not to be fettled by men ; Hu Country, 
snd Jlfpiou (according to * Pliny) raifed 
i %ifit for his infonnation. That which haa Increafcd 
dw difficafty, is the number of contefting phoes, rf 
which Suidas has reckoned ap ninete^i in one br«tfh. 
tot his ancient commenutor, ^ DiJymu, fodnd tbe 
folijed fo fertile, as to employ a grett part of his four 
tfionfiod volama upon it. There is a prophecy of th* 
6iiyls, thatheihoufdbebornatSii/fMfi/jinQ/rKf; tiA 
tten to phy an argument of the (ame nature againft k, 
diere » the oratU given to Jdrian afterwards, u^it fiiyt 
Yutyn^ihomln ibaca. There ^e cuficm of jB^lia Mad 
JBtypi cited (torn his works, to make out by tnnia and 
idmthe iame probability, that he belcfnged to each 
of thebi. There was a febool ibewed for his at G^- 
ii5»/r, and a topA at U^ both of equal length to prove 
he had his birth in either. As for the Atienians^ they 
i;hallenged him as bom where they had a colony ; or. 
dfe in behalf of Greece in general, and as the meiropelit 
«r its learnh)?, they made his name free of their cit/ 
fqu. Licimai^ Mutia lege^ fays fPoHtian) after th6 
manner of diat laW by w)i!ch all Italy became free of 
Ibme. All thefc have their authors to record their 



* ftrabd, /.to. * flat, nnta Lycurgi. * *Ay^ 
^f^jMi j^ *H<rio^tf, e/* Adrian*/ Oracle. " Plin. /. 30. 
cef, 1, ^ Seneca, 'i]^. 9S. concerning Didymus. 

^ PoJidan. Proff^ ii HoMerum. 
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titles, but dill the weight of the qoefticii feens to lie 
between Smyrna and Cbiost which we mud therefore 
take a little more notice of. That Homer was bom at 
Smfrma, is endeavoured to be proved b/ an 1 Efigram^ 
recorded to have been under the Sutue of Pifi/ratm 
at Athens ; by the reports mentioped in Cicero, StraSo 
and if. Gellins i and by the Greek lives, which pa^ un- 
der the names oi Herodotut^ P/tUa rch ^nd ProcUu i as 
alfo the two that are anonymous. The ' Smfmaam 
built a temple to him, c&ft medals of him^ and grew A> 
pofleft of his having bcen^ theirs, that it is UhI they 
boraed ZoiJns for af&onting them in the Perfon of Z/^- 
mer. On the other hand, the Chieau plead the ancient 
audiorities of * Simamdes and * fheacrtim for his being 
bom among them. They mention a race they had. 
called the Homerid^f whom they nackoned his pofteri- 
ty ; they caft medals of him ; they (hew to this day an 
fbrndtrtum, or temple of Horner^ near BoUiJfus ; and 
dofr their arguments with a <|uotatttti from the Hymn xo 
AfnlU (wbtch is acknowledged for Homer*s by ° Ihuiy' 
idts) where be calls him&f, " The blind mao that 
"* iiAabits €bks:' The reader has here the fum of the 
large Ireadfe of Leo JlUiim, written particularly on 
dus bXjfidt ^« in which, after having feparately weighed 
die pmenfionB of all« he concludes for Cbhs^ For my 

^■1 I I .Mil mmmm^f^ 

^ Epigram on Pififtratus in the amymQus life hefirt 
Homer. 
» Vitruvitts Prooem. /. 7. 

* Simonides Frag, de hrewtaU <wV<r, quoting a werfe 
%f Homer, '£? fi to ndyo^^iViXk^^ ttvnvt drh^^ 

* Theocritus />r Diofcaris, ad fin, 

'STitd^ rt f*dx»i- 
» Tjwcyd. lih. $. . 

* Leo Allatius depatria HomorL 
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party I dctcnnme nothing in a point of fo much uncer- 
tainty ; neither which of thefe was honoured with his 
birth, nor whether any of them was, nor whether each 
nay not have produced his own Homer ; iince * Xeno- 
jfbdn fays, there were many of the name. Bat one 
eannot avoid being furprizM at the prodigious venera- 
tion for his character, which could engage mankind 
with fuch eagemefs in a point fo h'ttle eifential ; that 
Kings (hould fend to oracles for the inquiry of bis birth- 
place ; that cities fhould be in (Irife about it, that whole 
lives of learned men ihoald be employed upon it; that 
fome fhould write treatifes ; that others ihould call up 
i^irits about it; that thus, in (hort. heaven, earth and 
hell fhould be fought to, for the deciiion of a queflion 
which terminates in curiofity only. 

If we endeavour to find the parents 
Bis Parents, of Homer, the fearch is as fruitlefs. 
T Ephorus had made M^ton to be his 
fether, by a niece whom he deflour*d ; and this has fo 
far obtained as to give him the derivative name of 
Maonides, His mother (if we allow the flory ofMitonl 
is called Crytbeis: But we are loft again in uncertainty, 
if we fearch farther ; for Suidas has mentioned EumetU 
or Polycafte ; and * PaufaniaSy Clymcne or Themsfto i 
which happens, becaufe the contefting countries find out 
mothers of their own for him. Tradition has in this 
cafe afforded us no more light, than what may ferve to 
(hew its fhadows in confufion ; they flrike the fight with 
fo equal a probability, that we are in doubt which to 
chnfe, and muft pafs the queflion undecided. 

If we inquire concerning his own 

His Name, name, even that is doubted of. He has 

been called Me/cfigines from the river 

where he was born. Homer has been reckoned an afci- 
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tltious name, from fome accident in his life : The 
Ctrtamen Homcricum calls him once Auletes, perhaps 
from his maiical genius ; and » Lueian, Tigranes ; it . 
may be from a confufion with that Tigranes or ^ Tigrt^ 
te$y who was brother of Queen Artemifia, and whofe 
name has been To far mingled with his, as to make him 
be efteemed aathor of fome of the lefTer works which 
are afcribed to Homer, It may not be amifs to dofe' 
thefe criticiijpns with that agreeable deriiion wherewith 
Ludan treats the humour of Grammarians in their fearch 
after minate aix) impoflible inquiries, when he feigns, 
that be had talkM over the point with Horner^ in the 
Iflandof the Blefftd, " I afked him, fays he, of what 
** country he was? A queftion hard to be refolved with 
" us ; to which he anfwered. He could not certainly 
" tell, becaoie fome had mformed him, that he was of 
" Chi9s^ fome of Smynui^ and others of Colophon i but 
" he took bimfelf for a Babylonian^ and faid he was 
" called Tigranes while he lived among his country. 
" men ; aiM Ihmer while he was a hoilage among the 
" Greeiam.'* 

At his birth he appears not to have 
been MW, whatever he might be af- Hts Bfrndnefs; 
terwards. Tb« * O/'/Jwrnedal of him 
(which is of great antiquky, according to Leo AUatius) 
feats him wkh a vokme open, and reading intently. 
But there is no need of proofs from antiquity for that 
which tvery line of his works will demonf&ate. With 
what an exa^nefs, agreeable to the natural appearance 
•f things, do his cities (land, his mountains rife, his 
rivers wind, and his regions He extended ? How beauti- 
foBy are the views of aU things drawn in theu* figuies, 
irnt adorned with their paintings ? What addrefs in ac- 
tion, what vifible chaFa^iers of the paffions infpirit his 



• LacianV true hiftory, L z^ «» Suidas ile Tig;retc. 

• The medal is esebshind at thehegmning of tins cflTaj; 
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boots } It is not to be ImagmM, th»t a man cobM have 
hum always blind^ whq thus inimitably copies aature, 
Md gives every where the proper proportion, figvre^ 
colour and life : ** ^uem fi fuis tittum gtmtum futat 
•• (fays * Pattrcuiuj) omnibus fenfihus orhus <^:'* He 
noft certainly have bebeM the creation, cot^ider'd it 
with a long attention, and enriclied his fancy by the 
Bioft fenfible knowledge of thofe ideas which he makes 
the reader (ee while he but defcribes them.. 

As he grew forward in years, be 
Hii Education was trained op to learning (if we ere- 
SMd*M,^&tx* dit ' Diodorus) under one <* Prcnapi^ 

*' deSf a man of excellent natural en- 
** dowmettts, who taug^ the PihfgUk letter invented 
*• by Unus:* 

When he was of riper years, for 
Hii Travels. bis farther accomplifhment and the 

gratification of his thirft of knou*- 
ledge^ he fpcfteattoofiderablc part of kis \\mt in traveU 
kng. Upon which aocoont, • PreelM has taken notice 
that he mud have been rich: ** For longtravel^ &ys 
** he, occsfion high ejqjMnecs, and efpraaliy at thme 
*< times when men could neither (ail without immineol 
** danger and inconveniendes, nor had a regulated 
** manner of commerce with one another/* This way 
of reafoning appears very probable ; and if it does not 
prpv^ him to have been rich, it (hews him, at kaft, to 
have had patrons of a generous fpirit \ who obferving 
the vaftnefs of his ca|>acity, believed therofelves bene- 
ficent to mankind, while they fupported ooe who Teemed 
born for fomething extraordinary. ■ 

jEgypt being at that time the feat of learning, the 
gf eateil wits and geniuses of Greece ufed to travel thi* 
ther. Among thefe ' Di^dorus reckons Hovur^ and to 
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firengthen his opinion alledges that multitude of their 
notions whkh he has received into hb poetrjr, and of 
their cuftoms, to which he alludes in hit fidttons : Snch 
as his Godt, which are named from the firft jEffftidn 
Kings I the number of the Mufes taken ftom the mm 
Minftreis which attended Ofiris ; the Feaft wherein they 
nfied to fend their ftatues of the Deities into ^tbkfia^ 
and to return after twelve days ; and the carrying their 
dead bodies over the lake to a ]^eaiant place called 
Acberufia near Memphis^ from whence arofe the ftcnriet 
of Charon^ Styx^ and Elyfium. Thefe are notions 
which fo abound in him, as to make t Herod$tuj fay. 
He had introdaced from thence the reiigiott of Greta, 
And if others have believed he was an Mgyftlan^ from 
his knowledge of their rites and traditioBs, whkh were 
revealed but to few, and of the arts and cuffcoms 
which were pradifed among them in general ; it may 
prove at le^ thus mittfa, that he miS have travelled 
Ihere. 

' As Gntce was in all probability hb native country, 
and had then began to make an effort in learmng, we 
cumot doubt hot he travdled there alfe, widi a parti- 
odar observation. He uies the difierent ^/fWir^i which 
are fpoken in its different parts, as one who bad been 
converfant with them all. But the argument which ap* 
pears moft irrefri^ble, is to be taken from his eatm* 
Itgue of the J^pf : He has there given ns an exad Giw* 
graphy of Gruce, where its dties, moontainSy and plains, 
ire particularly mentioned, where the courfes of its 
fivers are traced out, where the countries are laid in 
ftder, their boands afiigned, and the nfes of their ibilt 
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fpecified. This the ancients, who compared it mtk 
the original, have allowed to be fo trac in all points, 
that it could never have been owing to a loofe and ca- 
foal information : Even Straboh account of Gnece is 
but a kind of commentary upon Hoffur*9, 

We may carry this argument farther, to fuppofe his 
having been round Jfia Minor ^ from his exad divifioii 
of the Regnum Friami vetus (as Horace calls it) into its 
feparate Dynafiies^ and the account he gives of the bor- 
dering nations in alliance with it. Perhaps too, in the 
wandrings of Vlyjfes about Sicily^ whofe ports and 
neighbouring iflands are mentioned, he might contrive 
to iend his Hero where be had made his own voyage 
before. Ilor will the fables he has intermingled be any 
objv6lion to his having travelled in thofe parts, iincc 
they are not related as the ' hiftory of the prefent time » 
bat the tradition of the former. His mention oi7hrace^ 
\vi defcription of the beafts of Libya, and of the cli* 
mate in the Fortunate IJlandsy may feem alfo to give us 
a view of him in the extremes of the earth, where it 
was not barbarous or uninhabited. It is hard to fet 
.limits to the travels of a man, who has fet none to that 
deiire of knowledge which made him undertake them. 
Who can iay what people he has not feen, who appears 
to be veHed in the cuftoms of all ? He takes the globe 
for the fcene on which he introduces his fubjedts ; he 
-launches forward intrepidly, like one to whom no place 
is new, end appears a citizen of the world in general. . 

When he returned from his travels, he feems to have 
Itpplied himfelf to the finifhing of his Poems, however 
he might have either deiigQ'd, begun, or purfuM them 
before. In thefe he treafured up his various acquifi- 
Tions of knowledge where they have been prefer ved 
•thro* many ages, to be as well the proofs of his own 
indofiry, as the inllru£lions of poflerity. He could 
then defcribe his Edifices after the Molian manner ; 

or 
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orchis leagues wich a mixture ot Trojan zn^ Spartan 
ceremonies : ^^He could then compare the confufion of 
a multitude to that tumult he had obferved in the lea- 
fian fea, daihing and breaking among its croud of- 
iilands : He could reprefent the mimbers of an army^ 
by thofe flocks of ^ fwans he had feen on the banks of 
the Caxfier ; or being to defcribe that heat of battle 
with which AcbiUes drove the Trojans into the river^ 
^ he could iUuHrate it with an illuiion from Cyrene ot 
Cyprus f where, when the inhabitants burned their fields, 
the grafs- hoppers Hed before the fire to periih in the 
Ocean. His faoqr being fully repIeniOied, might fop- 
ply him with every proper occasional image ; and hia- 
ibal after having enlarged itfelf, and taken io an exten- 
sive variety of the creation,, might be eqpal to the talk 
of an Iliaif and an Od^ty* 

In his old age^ he fell blind, and 
iettled at Cfyics^ as he fays in the^ //// old Age and: 
Hymn ta Afolloy (which, as is before Death, 
•bferved, is acknowledged for his by 
Thucydidesr ^sd might occafion hcs^Simmhdes zndTieo^ 
critus to call him nCJ^n.) ^ Straif relates. That 
Lycurgus the great legiHator of Sparta^ was reported to- 
have gone to Chios to have a conference with Horner^, 
after he had fhidy^d the laws of Crete and jEgypt^ in. 
erder to form his conftitutions. If this be true, hov^ 
moch a nobler reprefentation does it give of him, and 
indeed more agreeable to what we conceive of this, 
»ighty genius, than thofe fpurious accounts which keep' 
him down among the meaneft of mankind ? What an 
idea could we frame to ourfelves,. of a cenverfation held' 
betweea twa perfons fo confiderable;. a philofopher 
confcious of the force of poetry, and a poet- knowing 
u the depths of philofophy ;. both cheit foals improved 
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Wicb learning, both eminently raifed above litdr defigfi* 
or the meaner kind of intereft, and meeting together to 
confult the good of mankind ? Bot m this I kave ool/ 
indulged a tlKNight which is not to be infifted upon ; die 
evidence of hiitory ratber tends to prove that Ljemrgmt 
brought hit works from Jfit after his dettb : which 
* ProciMj imagines to hare happened at a great old age, 
on actount of bis vaft extent of learning, for which • 
flxnt life coold never inffice. 

If we woald now rod:e a con- 
Hrr cfavaflcr jeAore concerning die gtnios and 
«W manners, temper of this great man ; perhaps 
his works, which wonld not fvrnifb 
ns with h€U for bis life, will be more rcafonably made 
vfe of to give us a pidare of bis mind : To this end 
therefore, we may fuiFer the very name and notion of 
a book to vanifli for a while, and look upon wbat is 
left OS as a converfation^ in order to gain an acqaaint- 
ance with Homer, Perhap die general air of his works 
will becotne the general cbara^er of hi^ genius ; and 
the pardcalar obfenmtions gire fome light to the parti- 
cokr turns of his temper. I^ comprehenfive know- 
ledge ihews that bis fool was not formed like a narrow 
channel for a fingle fh-eam, but as an expanfe which 
might receive an ocean into its bofom ; that be bad the 
firongefl defire of improvement, and an nnboonded cu- 
rioiity, wkick made ks advantage of every traniient dt* 
comfiance, or obvious accident. His ioKd and fenten^ 
tkras flUanner may make us admire bim for a man of 
judgment ; one who, in the darkeft ages» could enter 
far into a drfquifition of human nature \ who, notwith- 
ftanding all die changes which governments, manners, 
ritesy and eren jthe nodons of Virtue, have undergone, 
and notwithfbnding the Improvement fince made io 
Arts, could ftiU alxmnd wicb io many maxiaoa corre- 
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fpoodent to Tratfa^ tod notions applteible to fo vtmny 
Scieooes. The fire, whidi it fo oMonble in hit Poem, 
mtj nalEe us ttamrally conjedore him to have been of 
I wmn temper, and lively behavioor; and the plea- 
fbntUe «r wkkh every where overspreads it, may 
give nt reafiHi to think, that fire of imagination wia 
tempmd wkh fweetnefe and aSdiility. If we tether 
ohferve the particulars he treats of, and imagine that 
he hid a ftrefs npon the Sentinients he delivers, purifa- 
int to hit real opiniont; we fhall take him to be of e 
rd^ont fpirir, by hb inculcating in almoft every page 
^ woHhip of the Gods. We flisH imagine him to be 
a generous lover of his coontry, from his care to extol 
k every where i which is €arry*d to inch a height, at 
to make * FAttarct obferve. That thoogh many of the 
Barimams are oMMle priibners or foppliants, yet neither 
ef ihefe diigracefiil acddenti (which are a»unon to 
annatkms in war) ever happens to one Crrri throughout 
hii worics. We (hall take hhn to be a oompafitaate 
fever of gianUnd, from his nmnberleis praifes of ho^ 
locality and charity ; (if mdeed we are not to acoouot 
for them, as the common writers of hh life imagine, 
fnok his oimg his fopport to diefe virtues.) It might 
fcem fronar his bve of m>ries, with his mainer of telling 
them fometimes, that he gave bis own pidore when he 
painted his Nejltr^ and, as wife as he was, was n» 
enemy ta talking. One woukl think from his pra^ of 
wme, his copious goblets, and {Jeafine defcriptiooB of 
haoqneii, that he was addided to a oiearfbl, Ibciable 
life^ which HtfTiir/ takes notice of as a kind of aaditk)n» 

** Lmmliim arffUtw vi^i nnntfm Homerus/* 

Ep. 19. /• f. 

And that he was not (at may be gneffed ^Virgil from 
Ui woiks) nverfe to the fmak fix, wiU appear from 
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his care to paint them ainiaMy upon ^il occafiont : Hi» 
Jmdromdcbe and Penelope are in each of hit Poema moft 
ihining cbara£ters .of conjigal aiFedion ; even his He* 
lena herfelf is drawn wich all the foftnings imaginaUe :■ 
his foldiers are exhorted to combat with the hopes of 
nmmen ; his commanders are fumifhed wkk fair Jletvei 
in their tents, nor is the venerable, A^|^<7r without % 
mifireft. 

It IB true, that in this way of turning a beok into a; 
muiH^ this reafoning from his works to himlelf, we quv 
at beft bat hit off a few out lines of a charadler : where- 
fore 1 (hall carry it no farther, but conclude with one 
di/covery which we may make from his^^mrr^ i a disco- 
very extremely proper to be made in this manner, 
which is. That he was of a very modeft temper. 
There is in all other Poets a cuftom of fpeaking o^ 
themfelves, and a vanity of promifmg eternity to dieic 
writings : in both which H§mir^ who has the beft title 
so fpeak out, is altogether filent. As to the la& o£ 
them, the world has made him ample recompence ; it 
has given him that eternity he would not j^romife him- 
feif: But whatever endeavours have been offered in 
refped of the former, we find ourfelves fUll under an 
irreparable lofs. - That which others have (aid of hin» 
has amounted to no more than conjedture ; that which 
1 have faid is no farther to be inAfted on : I have ufed 
the liberty which may be indulged me by precedent, to 
give m^ own opinions among the accounts of others^ 
and the worki may be pleafed to receive them as fo» 
many willing endeavours to gratify its cutiofuy. 

The only inconteilable works which 
Catalogue ef Homfr has left behind him are the Iliad 
his Works. and Odyjfty : The Batracbomyomachia Oir 

BeUile of the Jrags and mice, has been 
diiputcd, but is however allowed &r his by many au- 
thors ; among(l whom P Stanus has reckoned it like the. 

• — ■ — . ■ -- 
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Culex ofFirgi/, a trial of force before his greater per- 
formances. It is indeed a beautiful piece of raillery, 
in which a great writer might delight to unbend him- 
felf ; an inllance of that agreeable trifling, which has 
beenatfome time or other indulged by the £ncft ge- 
, ttm\ and the oflFspring of that amufing and chearful 
kmoar, which generally accompanies the character of 
I rich ioaaginarion, like a Tein of Mercury running 
mingled with a mine of GoJd. 

The Hym9j have been doubted aUb, and attributed 
by the Scboliafls to Cymetbus the RhaffoSft\ bat neither 
« Ihucydides^ ' Lmc'tan^ nor • Paujanias^ have fcnipled 
to cite them as genuine. We have the Authority of the 
two former for that to ^pdUo^ tho* it be obferved that 
tiie word Nofcl^' is found in it, which the book ik Poffi 
, Hmeried (afcribed to Plutareh) tells us, was not in nfe 
in Hmer*s time. We have alio an authority of the lail 
for a < Hymn to Ceres^, of which he has given us a frag* 
ment. That to Mars is objeded mxoSi for mentioning 
Tv^ai»e«, and that which is the m-ft to Miner<uay for 
ofing Tvxiy both of them being (according to the au- 
thor of the treatife before- mentioned) words of a later 
inventioQ. The Hymn to Vams has many of its lines 
copy'd by Virgil^ in the interview between jEntas and 
diat Goddefs in the firft jEmid, But whether thefe 
Hymns are Homer^s or not, they are always judged to be 
near as ancient, if not of the fame age with him. 

The Epigrams are cxtra^ed out of the life, faid to 
be written by Hsrodoius^ and we leave them as fuch to 
ftand or fall with it; except the £pitath on MiJas^ 
which is very ancient, quoted without its audior both 
by " Plato and ^ Lomginus, and (according to * Loirtius) 



^ Thacyd. /. 3. ' Luctan Pbalarid. 2. 
• Paufan. Bceotic. « Pauf. Mejfen, • Plat, in 

Phsed. ^ LoBgin. i.36. Edit. ToUii. ' Laerc. 
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•feribed fagr Shunides toCUoMus tiw wife mm ; wild 
Uving after Homgr^ tnfwen 4>etier to tlie tge oiM^ 
iht U>n c£ G^rdias, 

Tixe Margitei, which is loft, is Cud by 7 AHJkile to 
hakvc been a Poem of a comic nature* whereta Ihmet 
made nfe of lamhkk veries as proper for nS&aj. It 
was a )eft upon the fiur £exy and had its name firon 
mat Idargites, a weak nan, who was the iubfeft of it. 
The ftor^ is fomething loofe, as may be feen by the ac- 
corns of it ftill preferved in > Eitfiatbius*z Comment on 
the Odxffiy. 

Tht Ceretpis was a iatirical work, which k alio loft i 
we may however imagine it was lerelled agaioft the 
vices qS men, if our conjefiure be right tliAt it waa 
fbonded upon the okl * ^le ciCercopei^ a natioii who 
were turned into moMts for their frauds and impoftorci. 

The J^eftrMaim ofOuhalia^ was a poem on which 
(aeoording to Eufkalnus) Hercules was the Hera: asid 
dM fubjed, his ravaging that country ; becauie Eurpm 
tfM( King had denied him his daaghter We. 

The lUas Minor was a pece which included both the 
takinff <3^Trey, and the return of the Greeiam : In thi^ 
was the dory ofSitum^ which Virgii has made ufe oil 
^ Jri/tvtU has judged. it not to beloag to Homer • 

The Cfpriacks^ if it was upon ^em that N^evim 
fiumded iiis Hias Cyfrria^ (as ^ Mr. Dacser coi^eAores) 
were the /ohm adveniuret of the ladies at the €ege : 
diefe are rejeded by ' Herodotus^ for faying that Paris 
brought Helen to Trey in three days ; whereas Homer tS- 
iatM they were long driven from place to place. 

There are other things afcribed to him, fuch as the 
Heftafeaiongaai^ the Araibnomachia, Sec. in the ludi- 
crous manner; and the Jbehais^ Epigoni^ or fecond 
fiege of Thebes y the Pbocais^ Jmascenia, &c. in the ie- 



r Arift. Poet. emp. 4. « Euftath. hs OdyfT. *a 
• Ovid. Metam, I. 14. i&Cercop. ^ Arift. P^et. 

r^. 2f. /Dac m Arift. Pnt. c. av ^ Herod. /. a. 
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rious : which, if they were hi», are to be reputed a real 
JoTs to the learned world. Time, in ibme things, may 
have prevailed over Hemer himfelf, and left only . the 
names of thefe works, as mciiiorials that foch wece ia 
being ; but while the Iliad and Od^Jfty remain, he feenn 
hke a leader, who;^ tho' in his attempt of univer(al Ccm- 
qoeft, he may have loft his advanced guard», or fome 
Jew Straglers in the rear, yet with his main body ever 
vidorious, pafled in triumph thro* all ages* 

The remains we have at pre- 
(ent, of thofe Monuments Anti- Monumtntt^ Gew^ 
qoity had framed lor him, are biK Marhle*^ rgmamag 
few. It coukl not be thought that ^ ifim^ 
ihey who koew ib little of the /t/i 
of Hfimer, could have a right knowiedlge of his fer/oM : 
yet they had Statues of him as of their Gods, wbofe 
fbrmi they bad never ieen. '* ^mn^ fn^r mm fimt^ 
" fifguntmr (6ys • Pimf) paritmi^ue dtfideria aon ir^ 
** diti vuttMs^fiatt in Homeso tiutmL'' JEto : tho* the 
ancient :p»rtmtt ^ hia ieem purely nodonil, yet they 
afvce (as I think ' Fahntti has obfervM) in repitlentii^ 
him «^th A ihort ourl'-d beard> and diAinft marks of age 
k his f^reihead. That which is prefixed to this book» ii 
taken from an andent marble buft, in thp palaee of 
F^nfffif at Rome. 

In B^liffus near Cbio$ diere is a rain, which wia 
ibewn for the houfe of H^tntr^ which t Lio Allaiiut 
went on pilgrimage to viTit, and (as he tells us) feaod 
notbiag but a few ilones crumbling away with age, over 
which he and h'fs compantons wept for fatisfadion. 

They eroded Temples to Homer in Snyrna^ as ap- 
pears from ^ Cicero ; one of thefe is fuppofed to be yet 
extant, and the fame which they ihew for the Teat^tlc 



« Pliny, A 35. r. 2. ' Rapb. Fabret. ExpUcath 
Veteris TabelU Jnagfypha^ Horn. Iliad, s Leo AUat. 
defatrid Horn. f. 1 3. } Cicero pro Arcbia. 



^6 JnEssAY ^;i Homer. 

of Janus, It agrees with ^Sfra^^s dcfcription, a fquarc 
building of ftonc, near a river, thought to be the MeicSf 
with two doors oppofite to ^ach other, North and South, 
and a large Niche within the eatl wall, where the image 
flood : But M. Spm denies this to be true Homerium, 

or the medals ilruck for him, there are fome both of 
Chios and Smyrna ftill in being, and exhibited at the be- 
ginning of this Eilay. 1 he moil valuable with refpe^ 
to the largenefs of the head, is that of Amafiris^ which 
is carefully copied from an original belonging to the 
prefent Earl of Pimhroke^ and is the fame which GroM' 
viur^ CuferMs and Dacitr have copies of, but Very in* 
corredily performed. 

But that which of all the remains has been of late the 
chief amafement of the learned, is the marble calTd hii 
AfothtoRs^ t\itvroi^o^ Arebeleusei Priene^ and now in 
tlie Palace ofCoioMMa. We fee there a temple hang 
with its veil, where Homer is placed on a feat with a 
Ibotftool to it, as he has defcribed the feats of his Gods ; 
fupported on each fide with figures reprefenting the JUiad 
$nd OdfffSy^ the one by a fword, the other by the oraa- 
nent of a ihip» which denotes the voyage of U/jfit* 
On each fide €£ his footdool are mUe in aUnfion to the 
'Batracbofirf9macbia, Behind b Tim waidog upon hioif 
and a figure with turrets on his head, which iignifies the 
Worlds crowning him with the Laurel. Before him is 
an altar, at which all the Arts are facrificing to him as 
to their Deity. On one fide of the altar Hands a boy» 
reprefenting Mythohgy\ on the other a woman, repre- 
fenting Hiftory : After her is Paetry bringing the /acKtd 
Jir$\ and in a long following train, Tragedy^ C»medy^ 
Nature^ Virtue^ Memory^ Rbetorick^ and JVi/dom, in all 
their proper Attitudes. 



* Strabo, /. 14. T^ 'OfuJ^iioi'* ra« rir^eiyuf^ t^^^a, 
nit *0[AifB «; ^ocifHf ScQ, de Smyrna. 
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SECT. II. 

V f N G DOW finiihcd what was propofed con- 
leming the hiftory 6^ HomerU life, I (hall pro- 

chat of hh works; and confidering him no 
A a M^n^ but as an Juthor^ profecute the thread 
\oTy in this his fecond fife^ through the different 
of efteem which thofe writings have obtained 
tXiK, periods of time. 

s been the fortune of feveral great genias*s not 
lown while they lived, either for want of hifto- 
ke meannefs of fortune, or the love of retire* 
o which a poetical temper is pectiliarlyaddilEled. 
er death their works give themfelves a Hfe in 
wichoat the help of an hiftoricn \ and» notwith- 
{ the meannefs of their author, or his love of 

they go forth among mankind, the glories of 
e which predated them, and the delight of thofe 
{follow it. This is a fate particularly verified in 

than whom no coofiderabte autkor is lefs known 
mfclf, or more highly valued as to his prodoe- 

earlieft account of thefe is 

• Plutarch to be fomc time The firfl puhltca' 
9 death, when Lycurgus failed Hon of his If^orki 
: ** There he had the firft ^Lycurgus. 
: of Hffmer^s works, which 
i probably preferved by the grand children of 
phi/us ; and having obferved that their pleafure* 
air of fiction did not hinder the poet*8 abounding 
»axims of ftate, and rules of morality, he traa- 
»ed and carried with him that entire colle^ioa 



Flat. vif. Lycurgi. 
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** we have now among us: For at that time^ (conti- 
nues this author) ** there was only an obfcure rumour 
*^ in Greece to the. reputation of thefe Poems, and but 
** a few fcattered fragments handed about, till LyrurgM 
** publiftied them entire." Thus they were in danger 
of beii^ lo^ as foon as they were prodaced, by the 
mtsfortuie of the age» a want of tafte for iearnin{» or 
the Dumner in which riiey were left to poilerity, when 
they fell into the hands of Lycurgus. He was a man of 
great learning, a law-giver to a pec^le divided and u»-. 
trafUble, and one wk> had a notion that poetry in- 
fluenced and civilized the minds, of men^ which madi) 
lua fmooth the way to his conffitotioa by the foffgB of 
Jbat$s the Odt^, whom he engaged to wiite apoo 
obedience and concord. As he propoied to hhx&if^ 
that the conftitution he would rsMfe upon thu their unioii 
ihould be of a martial Jiature, thefe poems were of a* 
CKtraopdinary vahie to him ; for they caaM with a f«U 
fiorca juBto iiis fcheaie ; the mocal they infpuod wat oq^ 
tji the air they iMreathed waa nartia] i and their ftorf 
had tUa particolar engagement for the XiKr<^^aMa/4ai4 
that it ihiewed Gtmc^ io war^ and Jfia fubdned eodcr 
the coftduft of one ot their own Monarchs who cooh 
Bttadcd all tht Grecian Princes. Thus the Poet bodb 
pleafed the law giver, and the people ; from whence 
he had a double inftuence when the laws were fettled* 
For his Poem then became a Fanc^yrick on their confti- 
tution, as well as a Regifter of their glory ; and con- 
firmed them in the love of it by a gallaot defcription of 
thofe qualities and anions for which it was adapted. 
This made ^ CUsmenes call him TAg Pogt of the Lacedas* 
monians : And therefore when we remember that He* 
mer owed the publication of his works to Lycurgm^ 
we ihould grant too, that Lycurgus owed in fbme degree 
the enforcement of his laws to the H^rks of /foi 
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At their firft appearance in Greece^ 
tkey were not reduced into a regular 7heir reeeftl^n 
body, but remained as they were in Greece. 
brought over, in feveral feparate 
pieces, (called according to <= .^lian) from the fubjed 
on which they treated ; as the battle at the Jhips^ th$ 
iiath of Dolon, the valour 3^ Agamemnon, the Patro- 
dea, the gr9t ^^Calypfo, Jlaughter of the Wooers^ and 
the like. Nor were thefe entitled Books^ but Rhaffo^ 
dies I from whence they who fung them had the title of 
Uaffo£fts. Ic was in this manner they beg^n to be 
dH]ptfft, while their |>oetry, their hiftory, the gbry 
th^ aferibed to Greece in general, the particular de- 
ilcrycioa they gave of it, and the complement they paid 
10 every little date by 4m honourable mention, fo in- 
Iheflced aH, that they were tranfcribed and fung with 
generd approbation, fiut what feems to have mofl: re- 
oomiueiided them was, that Greece which could not be 
great in its divided condition, looked upon the fable of 
them as a Hkely plan of future grandeur. They feem 
ffom thenceforward to have had an eye upon the con- 
foeft ai Afia^ as a proper underuking, which by its 
importance might occafion union enough to give a di- 
verfion from civil wars, and by its prcnecution bring in 
an acquilition of honour and empire. This is the 
meaoing of ^ Ifocratcs^ when he tells us, *^ That Ho- 
'* mer\ poetry was in the greater efteem, becaufe k 



« ^lian. /. 13- citf, 14. < 07/fcMM }^ lej mV 
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*^ gave exceeding praife to thofe who fought againfl the 
<' Barbarians. Our ancefiors (continues he) honoiir'd 
" it with a place in education ' and mufici^I cootefts, 
'* that by often hearing it we fhould have a houoD>^f 
" an original enniity between us and thofe nations; 
'' and that admirinc; the virtue of thofe who fought at 
" Troy^ we (hould be induced to emulate their gloiy." 
And indeed they never quitted thb thought^ till they 
had fuccefsfully carry *d their arms wherever Bmtr- 
might thus excite them. 

But while his works were foffered 
Dtgejled into or- to lie in a dillradied roamior, the 
der at Athens. chain of flory was not always per- 
ceived, fo that they loll much of their 
force and beauty by being read diforderly, Wheiefore 
as hacedamon had the iirft honour of their publicatioo 
by Lycurgus^ that of their regulation fell to the fharc 
of Athens in the time of ^ Solon^ who himfelf made a 
law for their recital. It was then that Vifftratus^ the 
Tyrant ti^i Athens ^ who was a man of great learning 
and eloquence, (as ^ Cictro has it} firft put together the 
confufed parts oi Homer, according to that regularity 
in which they are now handed down to us. lie di- 
vided them into the two different Works intitled the 
Itiad and Odyjfey ; he digefled each according to the au- 
thorns defign, to make their plans become evident;, 
and didinguifhed each again into twenty- four books, 
to which were afterwards prefixed the twenty four 



« Diog. Lacrt. i;/>. Sol. ' Quis do^lior iifdco 

illb temporibus, aut cujas eloquentia literis inlhudior 
qu^m Fiji fir ati f Qui primus Homeri libros, confufos 
antea, fie difpofuifife dicitur ut nunc habemus. Cic 
deOrat. I. 3. Vide etiam M\. /. 13. caf. 14. Liban. 
Panegyr. in Jul. Anonymam Homeri vitam. Fvjius veto 
in Commefitatorihus Dyon. Thracis. 
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letters. There is a paflage indeed in « PUto, which 
t»kes this Work fi cm Pifijirfitus^ by giving it to his fon 
^ifparcbui ; with this addition, that he commanded 
then to be fung at the feall called Panatbetuea, Per- 
haps it may be, as ^ Leo Allatius has imagined, becaufe 
the foa publiihed the copy niore corredly : This he 
offers, to reconcile fo great a teilimony as Plato\ to the 
doud of witnefles which are againft him in it : But be 
that as it will, Athens llill claims its proper honour of 
refeaing the father of learning from the injuries of time^ 
of having reilored Homer to himfelf, and given the 
world a view of him in his perfe^ion. So that if his 
verfes were before tdmired for their ufe and beauty^ as 
tke ftars were, before they were considered fcientifically 
as a fyftem, they were now admired much more for 
their graceful harmony, and that fphere of order in 
which they appear to move. They became thence- 
forward more the pleafure of the wits of Greece^ more 
the fabje£l of their ftudies, and the employment of their 
pens. 

About the time that this new edition of Homer was 
publiihed in Athens^ there was one Cyn^etbms^ a learned 
RhapfoeUftt who (as the ^ Scholiaft of Pindar mfbrms us) 
fettled firft at Syraeufe in that employment ; and if (as 
Leo Allatius believes) he had been before an affiftant in 
the edition, he may be fuppofed to have firft carried ic 
abroad. But it was not long preferred correal among 
hb followers ; they committed miAakes in their trai^- 
fcriptions sAid repetitions, and had even the prefumption 
to alter fome lines, ^nd interpolate others. Thus the 
works of Homer run the danger of being utterly defac'd ; 
which made it become the concern of Kings and Philo- 
ibphers^ that they fhould be reftor'd to their primitive 
beauty. 



K Plato in Hipparcho. ^ Leo AUatius Je fatrid 
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Tn the front of thefe is jIUjnmAr 
Tbi EJittM in the Greats for whom they will ajppttr 
Macedon undtr peculiarly calculated, if we coofider 
Alexander. that no books more enliven or flatter 

perfonal vaionry which was great ia 
liira to what we call romantick : Neither has any boob 
more places applicable to his defigns on Jfi^^ or (as it 
liappened) to his adions there. It was dies no ill 
cofflpTiment in ^ jirifioth to porge the lU^ti^ upon his 
«ocottnc» from tho& errors and adcKtions wfaadi had 
«Mpt into it. And ib far was AUxamder himltlf ftoai 
ileeming ita matter of fmallin^KMuice, that he after- 
wards 1 aiMed in a ibid review of k witli AmaxmAm 
mtA CMIhentiX whether it was nerd^ becanie he 
^ H c ew tf it il t treafory of mSitny virtae and kntw- 
le^i orthat(aoeor^gtoalateiagenieosconjeaaie) 
he had a Arther aim in pnxnoting 3ie propMation «f 
lf» when he was anbitioos to bedleemed a Mfiof?^- 
fiitri as a book which treating of the faia of iheGddi^ 
might make thelntercourfe between them and flBOftah 
fcMNAe a fiwiffiarnotion. The review bcii^ finifhed, 
IM Md k «p ina caiket» which was fbond jamoog dife 
i^fls fADariust as what bed deferved fb inefliotuMe a 
<^e; and from thb drdunllance k was aamedp The 
&£f/isa rf thi Cojket. 

The pbce where die works of As^ 

Mditi&iis im mer were next fonnd in the greaieft 

-ASgypt' regard is jEgypt^ under die reign of 

the Pt9lomt€s, Thefe Kings bemg 

defcended bom Greece, retained always a paffion fcr 



^ Plat, f a <uitd Alexandri. 
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their original country. The men, the books, the qiui- 
lificatioos of it, wtre in edeem in their court; they 
preferved the language in their family ; they encouraged 
a concourfe of learoed men ; erected the greateft library 
in the world ; and trained up their princes under Gr^r^ 
cian Tutors ; among whom the moft confiderable wer^e 
appointed for nvitors of Hcmer. The iitSi of thefe 
was » Zenodotust library keeper to the firft PfUmy^ 
and qjo^Ufied for this undertaking by being both a Poet 
and a Graiomarian: But neitl^r his copy nor that 
which his difciple Arifiuphanes had made, iatiafying 
AnJIarchus^ ("^hom Ptolon^ PMUfUfiter had appointed 
over iiis fon E$$irgh€s) he fet himfelf to another cor- 
fe^ion with all the wit and learning he was mailer 6f. 
HereAond fomeveries to their former readings, re^ 
jeQcd others whioh he marked with ohdijks as fpurious, 
^d proceeded with fuch induilrious accuracy, that, not> 
withftmdiQg there were fome who wrote againid his 
peF&rBiance, antiquity has generally acquiefced in it. 
my, b> izx have they carried their opinion in his fa- 
vour, itf to c;all a man an ° Ariftarchus^ when they 
meant to fay & candid, judicious Critick i in the fame 
jaanoer as they call the contrary a Zoiltu^ from that 
ZMlm who about this time wrote an envious criticifm 
againft lUmir. And now we mention thefe two to- 
gether, I ^cy it will be no fmall pleafure to the bene- 
volent part of mankind, to fee how their fortunes and 
characters (hind in contrail to each other, for examples 
to fqtjuie 4ige8, a( the head of the two contrary forts of 
critic^y which proceed from good nature or from ill 
wi)l. The one was honoured with the offices and 
countenance of the court ; the other, ^ when he applied 
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to the fame place for an encouragement an^ongd the men 
of learning, had hb petition rejcded with c^tcmpt. The 
one had his fame continued to pofterity i the other is 
only remembered with infamy. If the one. h^ anta- 
gonifts, they were obliged to pay him the deference of 
a formal anfwer ; the other was never anfwered but in 
general, with thofe opprobrious names of Thracian 
Jlawe and rhetorical di>g. The one is fuppofed to have 
his copy dill remaining ; while the other's remarks are 
perifhed, as things that men were aihamed to preferve, 
the juft defert of whatever arlfes from the miferable 
principles of ill will or envy. 

It was not the ambition of J^gyft 
In Syria and only to have a corred edition of 
other parts of Homer. We find in the life of P the 
Afia. poet Aratus^ that he having finiflied 

a copy of the Odjffty^ was fent for by 
Jntiochus King of Syria, and entertained by him while 
he linifhed one of the Iliads. We read too of others 
which were publiflied with the names of countries ; 
fuch as the * MaJ/'aliotick and Sinopiek ; as if the world 
were agreed to make his works in their furvival under- 
go the fame fate with himfelf ; and that ^s different ci- 
ties contended for his birth, fo they ought again con- 
tend for his true editions But tho' thefe reviews were 
not confined to JSgypt^ the greateil honour was theirs, 
in that univerfal approbation which the performance of 
jiriftarehus received ; and if it be not his edition which 
we have at prefent, we know not to whom to afcribe it. 
But the world was not contented 
In India and barely to have fettled an edition of 

Perfia. his works. There were innumerable 

comments, in which they were open'd 
like a treafury of learning; and tranilations, whereby 
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other languages became enriched by an infuHon of his 
fpirit of poetry. ' Milan tells us, that even the In- 
dians had them in their tongue, and the Perfian kings 
fung them in theirs. * P^rfius mentions a veriion into 
Latin by Labeo ; and in general the pai&ges and imi> 
tations which are taken from him, are To numerous, 
that he may be faid to have been tranflated by piece- 
meal into thaty and all other languages : Which ^orda 
OS this remark^ that there is hardly any thing in him, 
which has not been pitched upon by fome author or 
other as a particular beauty. 

It is almoft incredible to what an 
height the idea of that veneration l^be extent and 
the ancients paid to Homer will arife, height of their 
to one who reads particularly with reputation in the 
this view, through all thefe periods. Heathen nuorld. 
He was no fooner come from his ob- 
fcurity, but Greece received him with delight and profit: 
There were then but few books to divide their atten- 
tion, and none which bad a better title to engrofs it all. 
They made fome daily difcoveries of his beauties, 
which were fUU promoted in their different chanels by 
the favourite qualities of different nations. Sparta and 
Macedon confidered him moil in refpe^l of his luarlikt 
J^it ; Athens and Mgypt with regard to his poetry and 
iearmng; and all their endeavours united under the 
bands of the learned, to make him blaze forth into an 
oniverial chara£ler. His works which from the be- 
ginning pafied for excellent poetry, grew to be hi^ory 
and geography ; they rofe to be a magazine oi jciences ; 
were exalted into a fcheme of religion ; gave a fandlion 
to whatever rites they mentioned, were quoted in all 
cafes for the condud of private life, and the decifion of 
all queitions of the law of nations ; nay, learned by 
heart as the very book of belief and pradice. From 
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4iiin the Poets drew their infpTrationSy the Criticks th^ir 
rules, and the Pbilofophers a defence of their opintoos. 
Every author was fond to ufe hit nalne, and eirery pt)- 
^eilion writ books upon him, rill they fwelled to IMira- 
lies. The fi^iors formed thenyTdves by his Heroes^ 
«nd the oracles delivered his verfes far anfwers. Nor 
^as mankind ^mfiid to have fea^d his charader at the 
%op of homan wifdoai, bot bdiig overborn with aa 
imaginatkni that he tranfccnded their ipedes, they ad- 
liiit»d kirn w ihart in t^fehcnoars they gave the Dei- 
ties. They iolUtuted games ibr hioH dedKatsd ^atoet^ 
eref^ed temples, a8 at S^nut, Chiox^ and AkkanMa ; 
«rHd < JBHan tells ttf» that whues the Arghfu facrifioBd 
"utth their gueAs, they ufed to invoke ^e preftace of 
j^folk end Homir together. 

Thus he was fettled on a foot of 
7he decitnt of adoration, and eentiiMied highly «e- 
ihtir ^MrmSer ntrated in the Roman empire, when 
in the hegmnimg Oirrfiiawiiy htgSM, Heathosifin was 
ff^ Chrifiiantiy. then to be deftioyed, and lUmer ap- 
peared the father of it; whofefifiibAs 
were at oace the believe of the Pagan religion, and the 
iabfiedlions of Chrifiianity againft it. He became there- 
ibre very deeply hivoived in-thequeftion^ and not with 
that honour nvllich hitherto attended hkn, but as a cri* 
minal who had drawn the world mto folly. He was 
on one tend accuied ^r having framed * fables upon 
the works of Ai^; as the rebellion of the giasxts ^m 
the butldkig <^ Babei^ and theeafting^/eor ^/r^oot 
of heaven from the ^ of Luafir. He was expofed 
on the other hand for thoft which he b &id to invent, 
fts when * Arnohius cries out, " This is the man who 
V wounded your Vmus^ imprifoned yoox Mars^ who 
*' freed even your J^tfiur by Bnarnis, and who £nds 
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^ Mthorities for all yoar rices/' i^c. Mankind was ^ 
derided for whatever he had hitherto made them be- 
heve ; and ' Plato^ who expel'd him his coramoa* 
wealth, has, of all th« Philofopbers, found the befl 
<]iiarter fron the fathers, for paffiog that fenteoce. Hm 
fioeft beauties began to take a new appearance of per- 
Bicious qaaUtica ; and beoajafe they might be confider*d 
as attnrementa to £uicy, or fuppons to thofe errors with 
which they were mingled, they were to be depreciated 
whilethe oonteft of &th was in being. It was hence 
that the reading them was difcouraged, that we hear 
Rufinus aocufing St. Jerome for it, and that ^ St. Juftin 
rq|e6b him aa the grand mailer of fable ; tho' indeed 
the tbildffimg 'uanus which he applies to Horner^ looks 
bat like a fondling manner of parting with them. 

This ftrong attack againft our author, as the great 
hdwark of Paganifro, obliged the philofophers who 
could bsTc acquiefced as his admirers, to appear as his 
defenders ; who becaufe they faw the fables coiUd not 
be liierally itqipovted, endeayoared to find a hidden 
fenfey and to carry on every where that vein of ^llegory^ 
whidi was already brnksQ opoa wiih foecefs in fome 
plaeea. JBat bow miibrafaily were ^ey forced to Oiifts, 
when thef made * Juno'% dreffing in the C^h for Jtt^ 
fiHr to iigoify the purging of the mV as it approached 
iSbmfirff^ Or the iiory oi Man and FtmHf that incHna* 
tkm tbey have to incoatinency who are born when thefe 
planets are in coi^un£iion \ Wit and learning hsd here 
a large field to difplay themfclves, and to dilagree in ; 
fbr fometitnes Jupiter^ and (bmetimes fulcan was made 
to fignify the fire; or Miurs and Venus were alky^ved to 
eive OS a leftiire of morality at one time, aad a pro- 
olem of AJlronomj at another. And thefe ilrange dif- 
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COTcries, which * Porphyry ^tA the reft would have to 
pafs for the genuine theology of the Greeks^ prove but 
(as ** Eufehius terms it) the perverting of fables into a 
myftick fenfe. They did indeed often defend Horner^ 
but then they allegorized away their Gods hy doing ib. 
What the world took for (fubftantial objedts of adoratiob, 
diflblved into a ^gurative meanings a oKM'al trath, or s 
piece of learning, which might equally correfpond to 
any religion ; and the learned at laft had left themfelves 
nothing to worihip, when they came to find an objefl 
in Chriftianity. 

The difpute of faith being over, 
Rfftoration of ancient learning reafTumed its dignity; 
HomerV 'works and Homer obtained his proper place 
to their juft cha- in the efteem of mankind. His books 
raSer, are now no longer the fcheme of a 

living religion, but become the re- 
gifter of one of former times. They are not now re* 
ceived for a rule of life, but valued for thofe jaft obfer- 
vations which are difperfed through them. They are 
fio longer pronounced from oracle, but quoted fliM by 
authors for their learning. Thofe remarks which the 
Fhilofophers made upon them, have their weight with 
us ; thofe beauties which the Poets dwelt upon, their 
admiration : And even after the abatement of what was 
extravagant in his run of praife, he remains confefTedly 
a mighty genius not tranfcended by any which have 
fince arifen ; a Prince, as well as a father of Poetry. 
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SECT. III. 

IT remains in this hiilorical eiTay, 
to regulate our prefent opinion of ^ inew of the 
Homer by a view of his learning, learning of Ho- 
comparcd with that of his age. For merV time. 
thb end he may firft be coniidered as 
a poet, that charafler which was his profeffedly ; and 
fecondly as one endowed with other fciences, which 
mad be fpoken of, not as in themfelves, but as in fub- 
fcrviency to his main defign. Thus he will be feen on 
his right foot of pcrfedion in one view, and with the 
jaft allowances which fhould be made on the other : 
While we pafs through the feveral heads of fcience, the 
ftate of thofe times in which he writ will fhow us both 
the impediments he rofe under, and the reafons why 
feveral things in him which have been objeded to, 
either could not, or fliould not be otherwife than they 
are. 

As for the ftate oi Poetry, it was 
at a low pitch 'till the age of Homer, In Poetry, 
There is mention of Orpheus, Linus^ 
ixAMufausy venerable names in antiquity, and emi- 
nently celebrated in fable for the wonderful power of 
dieir fongs and muiick. The learned Fabricius, in his 
Bibliotheca Gr^rca^ has reckoned about feventy who arc 
faid to have written before Homer; but their works 
were not preferved, and that is a fort of proof they 
were not excellent. What fort of Poets Hom r faw in 
his own tiaie, may be gathered from his defcnption of 
* Demodocus and Phemius, whom he has introduced to 
celebrate bis profeffion. The iroperfed rifmgs of the 
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art lay chen among the extempore fingers of (lories at 
banquets, who were half fingers, half muficians. Nor 
was the name of poet then in being, or once ufed 
throughout Homer's works. From this poor ftace of 
poetry, he has taken a handle to uiher it into the world 
with the bolded ilroke of praife which has evef been 
given it. It is in the eighth Od^iffey^ v/hereVfyJes pots 
Defnodocus upon a trial of fkill. Demodocus having di- 
verted the guefti with fome aftiorts of the Trojan war ; 
•* •» All thib (fays Ulyffei) you have fong very cleganl- 
•* ly, as if ) ou hadf either bctn prefent, or heard it 
^ reported j but pafs now to a fubjcft I fhaJl give you, 
" fing the management of UlyJJfhs in the woocfcn horfe, 
** juft as it happened, and 1 will acknowledge the Gods 
*• have taught you yoor fongs." This the linger being 
infpircd from heaven begins immediately, and Vhffes 
by weeping at the recital confcffes the truth of it. We 
fee here a narration which could only pafs upon an age 
cxtfeamly ignorant in the nature of Poetry, where that 
claim of infpiration is given to it Which it has never 
ikice laid down, and (which h more) a power of pro- 
phefying at pleafure afcribed to it. Thus much there- 
fore we gather from himfelf, concerning the moft 
ancient ftatc of Poetry in Greece ; that no one wal 
honoured with the name of Poet, before him whom it 
has efpecially belonged to ever after. And if we fkr- 
vher appeal to the confent of authors, we find he has 
other titles for being call'd the firft. • Jofephus obferves. 
That the Greeks have not contefted, but he was the mott 
ancient, whofe books they had. •* Arifiotle fays. He 
was the " firft who brought all the parts of a poem into 
** one piece," to which he adds, ** and with true 
'* judgment," to give him a paife including both the 
invention and .perfeftion. Whatever was ferious or 
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magnificent made a part of his Subjeft : War and peace 
were the comprehenfivc divifion in which he confidered 
the world ; and the plans of his poems were founded 
on the mod adive fcenes of each, the adventures of z 
fiege, and the accidents of a voyage. For thefe, his 
fpirit was equally aflive and various, lofty in expreffion,. 
dear in narration, natural in defeription, rapid in sk&ion, 
abundant in figures. If ever he appears lefs than him-. 
felf, it is from the time he writ in ; and if he runs into 
errors, it is from an excefs, rather than a defedl of ge- 
nius. Thus he rofe orer the poetical worl^, ihtning 
out like a fim all at once ; which if it fometimes make 
too faifit an appearance, it is to be afcribed only to the 
onkindnefs of the feafen that cbuds and d>fctiFes it^ and 
if he is (bmetimes too *tnolent^ we confers at the fame 
time that we owe idl things to his heat. 

As for his Theology, we fee the Heathen 
fyftem intirely flowed. This was all he Theotogy. 
could then have to work upon, and where 
he foils of troth for want of revelation, he at leaft 
ibews his knowledge in his own religion by the tradi- 
tions he delivers. But we are now upon a point to be 
farther handled, because die greatefl cootroverly con- 
cerning the merit of Homer depends upon it. Let us 
confider then that there was an age in Greece^ when na- 
toral reafon only difcovered in general, that there mufl 
be fometfaing fuperior to us, and corrupt tradition had 
ifixed the nodon to a number of deities. At this time 
Homer rofe widi the fineft turn imaginable for poetry^ 
who defigning to inftruft mankind in the manner for 
which he was moft adapted, made ufe of*; the miniftry 
of the Gods to give the higheft air of veneration to his 
writings. He ipand the religion of mankind coniifting 
of Fables ; and their Morality and Political Inftrndion 
delivered in Allegories. Nor was it his bufinefs when 
he undertook the province of a Poet, (not of a mere 
Pbiloiopher) to be the firft who (hould difcard that which 
farniihci FocCry with its moft beautiful appeanuicn and 
D5 d^^^lv 
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efpecially, iince the age he lived in, by difcovenng iu 
tafte, had not only given him authority, but even pat 
him under "the neceflity of preferving it. Whatever 
therefore he might think of his Gods, he took them as 
he found them : he brought them into a£lion according 
to the notions which were then entertained, and in fuch 
flories as were then believed ; unlefs we imagine fo 
great an abfurdity, as that he invented every thing he 
delivers. Yet there are feveral rays of truth ftreaming 
through all this darknefs, in thofe fentiments he enter- 
tains concerning Providence of the Gods, delivered in 
feveral allegories lightly veiled over, from whence the 
learned afterwards pretended to draw new knowledges, 
each according to his power of penetration and fancy. 
^ut that we may the better comprehend him in all the 
parts of this general view, let us extrad from hira a 
fcheme of his religion. 

He has a Jupiter^ 2^ father of Gods and men^ to 
whom he applies feveral attributes, as wifdom, juflice, 
knowledge, power, ^c, which are efientiaHy inherent 
to the idea of a God. ^ He has given him two 'vejffels^ 
out of which he diftributes natural good or evil for the 
life of man : he places the Gods in council yound him ; 
he makes s Prayers pafs to and fro before him ; and 
mankind adore him with facrifice. But all this grand 
appearance wherein poetry paid a deference to reafon, 
is da(hed and mingled with the imperfedlion of our na- 
ture ; not only with the applying our paifions to the iu- 
preme being (for men have always been treated with 
this compliance to their notions) but that he is not even 
exempted from our common appetites and frailties : For 
he is made to eat, drink and fleep : but this his admirers 
would imagine to be only a groffer way of rcprefenting 
a general notion of happinefs, becaufe he fays in one 
place, ^ that the food of the Gods was not of the fame 
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nature with oars. But upon the whole, while he en- 
deavoured to fpeak of a deity without a right informa- 
tion, he was forced to take him from that image he^ 
difcovered in man\ and (like one who being dazzled 
widi the fun in the heavens, would view him as he is 
refledted in a river] he has taken off the imprelTion not 
only ruffled with the emotion of our pairK)ns, but ob- 
fcured with the earthy mixture of our natures. 

The other Gods have all their provinces afligned 
thena ; ** ^v^ry thing has its peculiar deity, fays * Mcx^ 
** imus TyriuSf by which Homer would infinuate that the 
" Godhead was prefent to all things." When they are 
confidered farther, we find he has turn'd the virtues and 
endowments of our minds into fer/ons^ to make the* 
fprings of a6lion become vifible ; and becaufe they are 
given by the Gods, he reprefents them as Gods them- 
ielves defcending from heaven. In the fame flror.g 
light he (hews our vices, when they occafion misfor- 
tunes, like extraordinary powers which infiid them 
upon us ; and even our natural punifhments are repre- 
fented as puni(hers themfelves. But when we come to 
fee the manner they are introduced in, they are found 
feafting, fighting, wounded by men, anc] (hedding a 
fort of blood, in which his machines play a little too 
grofsly : the fable which was admitted to procure the 
pleaifore of furprize, violently opprefTes the moral, and 
it may be loft labour to fearch for it in every minute 
drcumflance, if indeed it was intended to be there. 
The general flrokes are however phUofbphical, the 
drefs the poet's, which was ufed for coavcnience, and 
aUowed to be ornamental. And fomething dill may 
be offered in his defence, if he has both preferved the 
grand moral from being obfcured, and adorned the parts 
of his work with fuch fentlments of the Gods as be- 
longed to the age he Kved in ; which that he did ap- 
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pears from his having then had that faccefs for which 
allegory was contrived. ** It is the madnefs of meu, 
•* fays ^ Maximus Tynus, to dif-efteem what is plain, 
" and admire what is hidden ; this the poets difipover- 
«* ing, invented the fable for a remedy, when they 
'* treated of holy matters ; which bpng more obfcnre 
'* than converfation, and more clear than the riddle, is 
** a mean betweoi knowledge and ignorance ; believed 
" partly for being agreeable, and partly for being won- 
** derfol. Thus as Poets in name, and philo(bphers in 
*' effefl, they drew mankind gradually to a fear^h aft^ 
** truth, when the name of philofopher would )uve 
•* been harfh and difpleaiing." 

When Homer proceeds to tell as our duty to theff 
fuperior beings, we find prayer, facrifice, luftratkm, 
and all the rites which were eftecmed religious, con- 
ftandy recommended under fear of their 4^plsaSfire. 
We find too a notion of the {oaVs iubfiftin^ after this 
life, but for want of revelation he knows not what to 
jeckon the happmefs of a future ftate, to any onie who 
was not deify*d: Which is plain from the iptech of 
* Achilles to Uijiffes in the region of the dea4Kwher^ 
he tells him, that ** he would rather (erve the popreft 
** creature upon earth, than rule over all f he departed.** 
It was chiefly for this reafon that Plato eixcladed him 
his commonwealth ; h.e thoudit Homer fpoke indecendy 
of the Gods, and dreadfully of a future ftate : But if 
he cannot be defended in every thing as a theologid, 
yet we may fay in refped of his ppetry, that he h^s 
enriched it from theolo^ with true fentimrnts for pro- 
fit ; adorned it with allegories for ple^fure ; and by 
ufing fome machines which have no farther fignificancy, 
or are fo refined as to make it doubted if they have any, 
he has however produced that charader in poe^y which 
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we call the Marvellous^ and from which the JgreabU 
(according to Arijloth) is always infeparable. 

If we take the ftate oi Greece at his time 
Sd a political view, we find it a * difunited PoUtich. 
country, made up of fmall dates; and 
whatever was managed in war amounted to no mor^ 
than intefUne (kirmifhes, or piracies abroad, which were 
eafily revenged on account of their difunion. Thus one 
people ftole Eurofa^ and another lo ; the Grecians took 
Hefiotu ^m Troy^ and the Trtjam took Helena fronqi 
Greece in revenge. But this laft having greater ^'end^ 
and alliances than any npon whom the rapes had hither- 
to fallen, the ruin ox Troy was the confequence; and the 
force of the AJUahk coalb was fo broken, that this ac- 
cident put a ftop to the age of piracies. Then the in- 
telHne broils q£ Greece (which had been difcontinued 
during the league) were renewed upon its diiTolution. 
War and {edition moved people from place to place, 
during its wan( of inhabitants ; Bxiles from one country 
were rec^eived for Kings in another ; and Leaders took 
trads of ground to bdtow them upon their followers. 
Commerce was negle£ted, living at home unfafe, and 
nothing of moment tranfafled by any but againft their 
neighboars. Jtbens only, where the people were un- 
4iftarbe4 becaufe it was 9 barren foil which no body 
coveted, had begun to (end colonies abroad, being 
over flocked with inhabitants. 

Now a poem coming out at fnch a time, with a 
monil capable of besting theie difbrders by promoting 
Unio/tf we B9ay reafonably think it was difigned for that 
end to whic^ i( is fo peculiarly adapted. If we ima- 
gine therefore that Homer was a pofitician in this affair, 
we may fuppo^e him to have looked back i^to the ages 
paft, to f<?e if at any time thefe diforders had be^n lels ; 
4nd to hav^ pitcb^ upon that ilory, wherein they found 
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a temporary cure ; that by celebrating it with all pof- 
lible honour he might indil a defire of the fame fort of 
union into the hearts of his countrymen. This indeed 
was a work which could belong to none but a poet, 
when Governors had power only over fmall territories, 
and the numerous Governments were every way inde- 
pendent. It was then that all the charms of poetry 
were called forth, to infinuate the important glory of 
an alliance; and the ///W delivered as an oracle from 
the Mufes, with all the pomp of words and artificial in- 
fluence. Union among themfelves was recommended, 
peace at home, and glory abroad : And led general 
precepts fhould be rendered ufelefs by mifapplications, 
he gives minute and particular lefTons concerning it: 
How when hb Kings quarrel, their fubjedls- fuffer; 
when they aft In conjunftion, viftory attends them : 
Therefore when they meet in council, plans arc drawn, 
and provifions made for future adlion ; and when in the 
field, the arts of war are defcribed with the greateft 
cxadlnefs. Thefe were Icdlures of general concern to 
mankind, proper for the poet to deliver, and Kings to 
attend to ; fuch as made Porphyry write of the profit 
that princes might receive from Homer; and Stratociesy 
Hennias, and Frontinus cxtraft military difcipline oat 
of him. Thus though Plato has baniihed him ftom 
one imaginary common -wealth, he has ftill been fer- 
Ticeable to many real kingdoms. 

The morality of Greece could not be 
Morality. pcrfedl while there was a natural weaknefs 
in its government ; faults in politicks are 
occafioned by faults in Ethicks, and occafion them in 
their turn. The divifion into fo many dates was the 
rife of frequent quarrels, whereby men were bred up 
ki a rough untraftable difpofition. Bodily drength met 
with the greated honours, becaufe it was daily necedary 
to the fubfidence of little governments, and that head- 
long courage which throws itfelf forward to enterprizc 
and plunder, was oniverially cared*ed, becaufe it carried 

all 
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all things before it. It is no wonder in an age of 
fach education and cuftoms, that, as " IhucydieLs fays, 
" Robbing was honoured, provided it was done with 
" gallantry, and that the ancient poets made people 
" qaeftion one another as they failed by, if they nvtre 
" thieves /* as a thing for which no one ought either to 
" be fcorned or upbraided." Thefc were the fort of 
aftions which the fingers then recorded, and it was out 
of fuch an age that Homer was to take his fubjedb. For 
this reafon (not a want of morality in him) we fee a 
beading temper and unmanaged roughneis in the fpirit 
of his Heroes, which ran out in pride, anger, or cruelty. 
It is not in him as in our modern Romances, where 
men are drawn in perfedion, and we but read with a 
tender weaknefs what we can neither apply nor emulate. 
Homer wiit for men, and therefore he writ of them; if 
the world had been better, he would have ihewn it fo ; 
as the matter now fUnds, we fee his people with the 
turn of his age, iniatiably thirlling after glory and plun- 
der ; for which however be has found them a lawful 
caufe, and taken care to retard their fucceis by the in- 
temperance of thofe very appetites. 

In the profecution of the ftory, every part of it has 
it» lelTons of morality : There is brotherly love in Aga- 
tnemnon and Menelaus^ friendihip in Achilles and Patro^ 
clus^ and the love of his country in HeSor, But iince 
we have fpoken of the Iliad as more particular for it9 
pcditicks, we may conilder the OdyJJcy as its moral is 
more direAly framed for ethicks. It carries the Hero 
through a world of trials both of the dangerous and 
ple^fureable nature. It (hews him firft under mod fur- 
prifmg weights of adverficy, among ihip wrecks and 
favages \ all thefe he is made to pafs through, in the 
methods by which it becomes a man to conquer ; a pa- 
tience m filtering, and a prefence of mind in tv^r^ ac- 
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ddent. It fliews him again in another view, tempted 
v/ith the baits of idle or unlawful pleaAires; and then 
points out the methods of being fafe from them. But 
if in general we confider the care oar aathor has taken 
to fix his lefibns of morality by the proverbs wai pre- 
cepts he delivers, we ihali not wonder if Greece, which 
afterwards gave the appeUa^n of w/e to men who 
fettled Jtngiefintences of truth, fhonld give bin the title 
of the father ofFirtve, for introdactog fuck a nomber. 
To be brief, if we take Ae opinion of ^ Horace, he has 
prppofed him to as as a mailer of moraHty ; he lays 
down the* common phtiofophical divifion of good, kM 
flea/ant, profitable and honeft; and then aflbrts that Ik- 
mer has more fully and clearly inftriiQed us in each of 
them, than the moft rigid j^ilofophers. 

Some indeed have thought, notwithftanding all diis,. 
-that Homer had only a dciign to pleaie in his inventions; 
and that others have fince extracted morals out ef his 
ffpriesi (as indeed all ftories are capable of being afed 
ib.) But this is an opinion concerning Poetry, which 
the work! has rather degenerated into, than began with. 
The traditions ofOrpheus'% civilizing mankind by moral 
po^ms, with others of the like nature, may fliew there 
was a better ufe of the art both known and pradifed. 
There is alfo a remarkable pafTage of this kind in the 
third bool^ of the Ody£ey, that Agamemnon left one of 
the i^ Poets of thofe times in his Court when he failed 
for Troy ; and that hb Queen was preierved virtuous by 
his fongs, *till Mgyfihus was forced to expel' him in 
order to debauch her. Here he has hinted what a trod 
poetical fpirit can do, when apply^d to the promotion 
of virtue I and from this one may judge he could not 



• Qui quid fitpulchrum, quid turpe, quid utile, quid nan, 
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but defign tif/it himfelf, which he recommends as the 
datyand merit of his profefiion. Others fince his time 
may have feduced the art to worfe intentions ; but they 
who are offended at the liberties of fome poets, ftiould 
Dot condemn all in the grofs for trifling or corruption } 
cfpccially when the evidence runs fo (b-ongly for any 
one, to the contrary. 

We may in general go on to obferve, that at the 
time when Homer was born, Greece did not abound in 
learning. For wherever Politicks and Morality arc 
weak, learning wants its peaceable air to thrive in. 
He has however introduced as much of then* Learning, 
and even of what he learned from ^gjpty as the na- 
tnre and compafs of his work would admit, fiut that 
we may not miftake the Elogies of thofe ancients who 
call him the Father of Arts and Sciences^ and be furprifed 
to find fo little of them (as they are now In perfeflion) 
in his works ; we fhould know that this charafter is not 
to be nnderflood at large, as if he had included the full 
ud'regalar f)rftem8 of every thing : he is to be confi- 
dered nrofefledly only in the quality of a poet ; this was 
bis bunnefe, to which as whatever he knew was to be 
fnbfervient, fo ht has not failM to introducer thofe fhrokes 
of knowledge from the whole circle xX aro and fdences, 
which the uibjoft demanded, either for necefBty or or- 
nament. And fecondly, it fhould be obferved, that 
many of thofe Notkms, whidi his great Genius drew 
only from Nature and the Truth of things, have been 
imagined to proceed from his acquaintaace with arts and 
fdences, invented long after; to which that they were 
applicablet was no wonder, fince both his notions and 
mofe fdences were equally founded in Truth and Na- 
ture. 

Before his time there were no hiftorians in 
Greece: He treated hiftorically of paft tranf- Biftory. 
affions» according as he could be informed 
by tradition, fong, or whatever method there was of 
prcferviog their memory. For this we Viavt xiit tt»a- 
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fent of antiquity ; they have generally more appealed 
CO his authority, and more iniifled on it, than on the^ 
tcfUmony of any other writer, when they treat of the 
rites, cufloms, and manners of the firfl times. They 
have generally believed that the adls of Tydcus at Thehes, 
the fecond fiege of that city, the fettlcment of Rhcdes^ 
the battle between the Curetes and the jEtolianSf the 
fucceifion of the Kings of Mycena by the fceptre of 
Agamemnony the a6ls of the Greeks at TV^y, and many 
other fuch accounts, are fome of them wholly preferv*d 
by him, and the reft as faithfully related as by any 
hiftorian. Nor perhaps v/as all of his invention which 
feems to be feigned, but rather frequently the obfcure 
traces and remains of real perfons and a£Uons ; which is 
•1 Strain obferves, when hiftory was tranfmitted by oral 
tradition, might be mixed with fable before it came 
into the hands of the poet. " Thb happened (iaysbc) 
*' to Herodotus^ the firft profeiTed hiftorian, who b as 
*' fabulous as Homer when he defers to the common re- 
'' ports of countries ; and it is not to be imputed to 
'' either as a fault, but as a necefiity of the times/' 
Nay, the very pafTages which caufe us to tax them at 
this diflance with being fabulous, might be occafioned 
by their diligence, and a fear of erring, if they too 
hailily rejefled thofe reports which had pafled current in 
the nations they defcribed. 

Before his time there was no fuch thing 
Geography,, as Geography in Greece. For this we have 
the fuffrage of ' Strabo^ the beft of Geo- 
graphers, who approves the opinion of Hipparchus and 
other ancients, that Homer was the very author of it ; 
and upon this account begins his treatife of the fcience 
itfelf, with an encomium on him. As to the general 
part of it, we find he had a knowledge of the Earth's 
being furrounded with the Ocean, becaufe he makes 
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n ftod Stars both to rife and fet in it ; and that 
ew the ufe of the Stars is plain from his making 
fi fail by the obfervation of them. But the in- 
oftened alledged upon this point is the * fhieid of 
'J ; where he places the Earth encompafTed with 
iy and gives the Stars the names chey are yet 
I by, as the Hyades, PUiadts, the Bear, and 
By the three firft of thefe he reprefents the 
lations of the northern region r and in the lafl he 
a fingle reprefentative of the fouthem, to which 
were for a counter bahmce) he adds a title of 
t&9 cr^iv^ n^tftw^. Then he tells us, that the 
or Stars of the ArdUck Circle, never difappeari 
ibfervation which agrees with no other. And if 
( we add (what Eratofihenes thought he meant) 
« five plates which were failened on the ihield^ 
i it by the lines where they met, into the five 
» it will appear an original deiign of globes and 
s. In the particular parts of Geography his know- 
is. entirely inconteftable. Strabo refers to him 
ill occaiions,- allowing that he knew the extremes 
: earth, (bme of which he names, and others he 
les by figns, as the fortunate IJlands. The fame 
or takes notice of his accounts concerning the 
I foils, plants, animals and cufloms ; as jEgypt^% 
fertile of medicinal herbs; Libya's fruitfulnefs, 
the Ewes have horns, and yean thrice a year, 
vhich are knowledges that make Geography more 
• and profitable. But what all have agreed to 
ite 18 his defcription of Greece, which had laws 
for its prefervation, and contefts between govern- 
decided by its anthority: Which ^ Strabo ac- 
edges to have no epithet, or ornamental expref- 
\t any place, that is not drawn from its nature. 
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qaality, or circumftances $ and profeil^s (afV«r (o long 
an interval) to deviate from it only where the coont^ 
had undergone alterations, that caft the defcription nte 
obfcuritjr. 

In his time Rh^torick was not known : 
Rhetorick. that art took its rife out of ^>0€try, whidl 
was not till then eftablifhed. << TheiM- 
•• torial elocution (fays » Straho) is but aa imitatioa of 
'* the poettca) ; this appeared firft and was approved ; 
" they who imitated it, took off the oieafiures, bat ftiO 
" preierved all the other parts of poetry in their !Wi» 
*' tings : Such were Cadmus the MUefiim^ Pbemydui 
"and Hecatam, Then their followers took fome^ing 
" more from what was left, and at laft elociitioii de- 
•• fcended into the profc which i«i now ameng ns." 
But if Rhftorick is owing to poetry, the obtigatioa ii 
fiil! more due to Hovte^, He (as x ^ntUiam tdk w) 
gave both the pattern and rife to all the parts of i^» 
**^ Hie omnibus eloquentite fartihm exemflum bt ortum 
" dedit : Hnnc nemo in magnis rehms fMimkmie^ inf»* 
** w frofrietate, Jtsperanfit. Idem i^ims tsf ffiftf^ 
*^ jucunAs bf gratfiSf turn cofiS lum ^reviiat* Mknirth^ 
" hilts, nee poetiea modo fid oratorid ^vktimte ^m ine n tifi ^ 
" mus^ From him therefore they who (^tded the aft 
found it proper to deduce the rules, which was taClf 
done, when they had divided their obfervatxms vd» dM 
kinds and the ornaments of elecotion. For the khfkf 
the " ancients (fays *^. Gell.) fetded them according m 
** the three which they obferve in his principal fpeah m} 
** his Vlyjfes, who is magnificent and flowing ; his hh- 
'< nelausy who is fhort and dofe ; and his Nejhr^ wli^ 
*' is moderate and difpaifioned, and has a kind of mid^ 
** die eloquence participating of both the former.** And 
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br the omaments» * ArtftQtle^ the great mafter of the 
flhetoriciaiia* (hews what deference is due to H$mir^ 
A'hen he orders the orator to lay down his heads, and 
sxprefs both the manners and afledlions of his work; 
indi an imitation of that diAion, aad thofe figures which 
the H'uim Homer excelled in. This is the conflant 
laagaage of chofe who fucceeded hioi, and the opinioa 
b hx pfcvailed «• lo make ^ ^ituiliaa obferve, chat 
they who have written concerning the art of fpeaking, 
ttht torn Homer moft of the infiances of their fimili- 
todes, amplifications, examples, d^effions, and argu- 



As CO nttiural fhiiohfhy^ the age was 
not arrived when the Gneh cultivated Katuml fhi* 
ind ledoced into fyflem the Principles lofipbj, 
of it which they learned from ^^ : 
yet we fee many of thefe Principles delivered up and 
down in his work. Bat as this is a branch of learning 
whidi does aot lie much in the way of a Poet who 
fpeaks of Heroes and Wars ; the defire to prove his 
koowledge (his way, has only run ^ PoHtian and others 
mm triflug infierences; as when they would have it 
that he anderftood the fecrets of Philofophy, becaufe 
be mentioBs fan, rain, wind and thunder. The moft 
pkofible way of aiaking out his knowledge in this kind, 
a by ihppofing he couched it in allegories ; and that he 
iMaetimet ^nfed the numis 4if the Hods as his Terms hit 
the Eiememiu ^ ^ dymtfis now nfe them for Metals, 
Bat in appiying this to him we muft tread very care- 
lidlyi not icju'ching for allegory too induftriouily, 
ahm the pitfage may inftm^l by example; and en- 
jeawooriiig rather to find the fiible an omaoient to 
pWa troths, than to make it a cover to curious and un- 
bomi problems. 
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' As for Me^iane, fometbing of it mud: 
have been underftdod in that age ; tho' Hhyjkk, 
in Greece it was fo far from perfe6^ion, 
that what concerned Diet was invented long after by 
Hipfocrates. The accidents of life make the fearch 
after renledies too indifpenfable a daty to be negkded 
at any time. Accordingly he ' tells ns, ttAC^the 
jEgyptians who had . many medicinal planta in their 
country, were all Phyficians; abd perhaps he might 
have learnt his own- (kill from his acquaintance wah 
that nation. The fhtte ef :war which Greta had lived 
in, required a knowledge in the healing of wounds: 
and this might make him breed . his princes, 'jfMles, 
Patroc/uj, Podaiinus', and Macbaon, to the fcience. 
What Homer thus attributes to others, he knew himfel^ 
and he has given us reafon to believe, not (lightly. 
For if wiB confider his infight into the ftrii£lore of the 
human body, it is fo nic^, that he has been judged by 
(bme to have wounded his Heroes with too modi 
fciehce : or if we obferve his cure of vt^onds, which 
are the accidents proper to an Epic poem, • we find him 
dire6ting the chirurgical operation, fometimes infoiiog 
* lenitives, and at other times bitter powders, * when 
the efFufion of blood required aibringent qualities. 

For Statuary^ it appears by the ac- 
Statuafj, counts of JBgypt axid the PaHaiUm, 

that there was enough of it very caHr 
in the world for thofe images which «were reqtiirM in ^ 
worihip of their Gods : but there are none mentioDed 
as valuable in Greece fo early, nor was the art eftablifhM 
on its rul6s before Homer, He /ound it agreeable to 
the worfhip in ufe, and neceifary for bis machinery, 
that his Gods (hould be cloathed in bodies : WhcrefttfC 
he took care to give them fuch as carried -the utmoft 
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pcrfeftion of the* human form ; and diftinguiflied them 
from each other «ven in this fuperior beauty, with fuch 
marks as were agreeable to each of the Deities. '* This, 
'* fays ' Strabo^ awakened the conceptions of the moft 
<* eminent flatuaries, while they drove to keep up the 
" grandeur of that idea, which Homer had imprefTed 
" upon the imaginatidft, as we read tA Phidias con- 
" ccrning their ftatue of 7«f/7fr." And becaufe they 
copy*d their Gods from Um in their befl performances, 
hb delcriptions became the charaSiers which were after- 
Wards parfued in all works of good tafle. Hence came 
the common faying of the ancients, ** That either Ho- 
** mtr was the only man who had feen the forms of the 
" Gods, or the only one who had ftiewn them to men ;" 
a palBige which > Madam Dacier wreih to prove the 
truth of his theology, different from Straho^s accepta- 
tion of it. 

There are, befides what we have fpoken of, other 
fciences pretended to be found in him. Thus Macro- 
bius difcovers that the chain with which * Jupiter fays 
he could lift the world, is a met aphyfical notion^ that 
means a connexion of all things from the fupreme be- 
ing to the meaneil part of the creation. Others, to 
prove him ikilful in judicial Aftrolog^* briiig a quotation 
^ concerning the births of ^ He&or and Polydamas on the 
fame night ; who were neverthelefs of different quali- 
fications, one excelling in war, and the other in elo- 
quence : Others again will have him to be verfed in 
Magick, from his Henries concerning Circe. Thefe and 
many of the like nature are interpretations ftrained or 
trifling, fuch as are not wanted for a proof of Homer^^ 
learning, and by which we contribute nothing to raife 
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bis charafler. wUle we fkoifice our jadgmeat in the 
cyesofothen. 

Ic is fufficierit t0 have gone thus far, in ihewing be 
WAS the father of learning, a foul capable of ranging 
over the whole creation with an intelledlual view, ihi- 
nins alone in an age of obfcarity, and ibinii^ b^ond 
thole who have had the advantu;e of more learned 
ages ; leaving behind him a work not only adorned 
with all the knowledge of his own time, but in which 
be has beforehand broken op the fountains of feversl 
fciences which were brought nearer to perfe^on by 
pofterity: A work which Audi always fiand at the 
top of the fuUime charader, to be gazed at by readers 
•with an admiration of its perfeflion, and by writers 
with a 4leQ^ that it ihould ever be cmulaud with 
fuccefi. 
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The Contention of Achilles and Jgamemmn. 



IN the nvar of Troy, the Greeks having facked fonu / 
the ntighbouring to^wns, 4tnd taken from thence iW9 
beautiful capti<ves^ Chryfe'is /7WBrifeis, allotted the firfi to 
Agamemnon, and the lajl to AchiWes, Chryfcs, the father 
of ChTy{t\% J andprieft ^Apollo, comes to the Grecian camf ' 
t<i ranjfom her; «with nvhich the aSion of the poem opens y in 
the tenth year of the fiege. The prieft being refufed and 
infolently difmiffed by Agamemnon, intreats for 'vengeance 
from his God, ivho infliSs a peftilence on the Greeks. 
Achilles calls a council, and encourages Chalcas to declare 
the cavfe of it, nvho attributes it to the refufal of Chryfeis. 
The King being obliged to fend back his captive, enters into a 
furious' conteft fwith Achilles, nvhich IJeftor pacifies ; how- 
e'ver, as he had the abfolute command of the army, he fixes 
on Brifeis in re<venge, Achilles in difcontent luithdrgmis 
himfdf and his forces from the refi of the Greeks ; and 
complaining to Thetis, Jhe fupplicates Jupiter to render tbm 
fenjible of the lorong done to her fon, by gi'ving ijiQory to 
the Trojans. Jupiter granting her fuit incenfes Juno, he- 
tijoeen rjohom the debate runs high, till they are reconciled by 
the addrefs of Vulcan. 

The time ^ fwo and tiventy dcys is taken up in this book; 
nine during the plague^ one in the council and quarrel of the 
princes, and t^wel^vs for JupiterV Jiay ivith the Ethiopians, 
at iJuhofe return Thetis prefers her petition, Thefcene lies 
in the Grecian camf, then changes to Chryfa, and la fly to 
Olympus, 
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ACHILLES' Wrath, to Greece the direful fpring 
Of woes unnumbered, heavenly Goddefs fibg I 
That Wrath which hurlM to Pluto's gloomy reiga 
The Souls of mighty Chiefs untimely ilain ; 

Whofe 

NOTES. 

r!* is (bmething ftrange that of all the comikientaton upon Homer, 
there is hardly oae whofe principal deAgn is to illuftrate the poeti. 
cal beaoties of the author. They are voluminous in explaining tbofe 
fcieoces which he made but fubfervient to his Poetryi and fparing 
only opoB that art which conftitotes his charadler. This has Vst^tv. 
occafioned by the oftentation of men who had mote ie^^\t\^ ^%tv 
taftt^ aad were foodcr of ihewing their variety oC Ytwiun^ \tv ^>\ 



4 HOMER'S ILIAD. Book I. 

Whofe limbs unbury'd on the naked fhore, . .5 

Devouring dogs and hungry vultures tore : 

Since 

kinds, than their fingle underftanding in Poetry, Hence itiwmesto 
paf5, that their remarks are rather philofophical, hiftorical, geog|a' 
pliical, allegoncal, or in fbort rather any thing than critical and poe- 
tical. Even the Grammarians, tho' thtir whole bufinefs and ufe be 
only to render the words of an author intelligible, are ftrajigely touched 
with the piide of doing fomething more than they ought.. The 
grand ambition of one fort of fc.hola^s is to increafe the number of 
nrarioui Uctidr.i ; which they have done to fuch a degree of obfcurc 
jdiligence, that (as Sir H. Savii obl'erved) we now begin to value the 
firft editions jof ;books as moft correal, bccaufe they have be^n leaft 
correfted. The prevailing pafiion of others is to difcover ne%u meaninp 
in the author, whom they will caufc to apj ear myfterious purely tot 
the vanity of being thought to unravel him. Thcfe account it a difgrace 
to be of the opinion of thofc that preceded them 5 and it is generally 
the fate of fuch people who will never fay what was faid before, to 
fay what will never be faid after ther.i. If they can but find a wcrd, 
that has once been ftralncd by fome d»»rk writer, to £gnify any thing 
dift'epcEtirom its ufual acceptation ; it is frequent with them to apply 
it conflantl)' to that unco/umon meaning, whenever they, meet it in 
a clear wri'ci : For reading is fo much dearer to them than fenfe, 
that they will difcard it at any time to make way for a criticifm. In 
oiher pkices where they cannot ccntefl the truth of the common in- 
terpn-ration, they get tbemfelves room for diflertaticn by imaginary 
^wpbiko'ogus, which they will have to he defigned by the Author. 
1 his difpcfition of rinding out different fignifi cations in one thing, 
may be the cdcdl of either tco much, or too little wit: For men of 
a r.ght undcrlianding generally fee at once all that an author can rea- 
fonaoiy mean, but others are apt to fancy two meanings for want of. 
knowing one. Not to adc[, that there is a vaft deal j^ difference be- 
tween the learning of a Critick, and the puzzling of a Grammarian. 

it is' no eafy tafic to make fomething out of a hundred pedants 
that is not pedantical 5 yet this he muft do, who would give a toler- 
able abflrajSt of the former expofitcrs cf/icwfr. The commentaries 
oi Eujiathiui are in(^eed an immeiire treuiury of the Creek learning} 
but as he fcems to have an->riii\l th^ fubltance of Vvhatevcr others had 
written upon the author, fo he is not free from fome of the foregoing 
cenfures. There arc thofe who have faid, that a judicious abftraft of 
him alone might furnrHi out fufficicnt illuftraticns upon Homer, It 
was refolved to take the trouble of reading through that voluminous 
work, and the reader may be afTur^d, thofe remarks that any way 
coacetfi. the Poetry, or art of the Poet, arc much fewer than is ima- 
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Since great Achilles and Atrides drove. 
Such was the fovVefgn doom, and fuch the will of foue f 

Declctrc, 

gined. The greater part of fhcfe is already plunder'd by fuccecding 
commentators, who have very little but vv'hat they owe to him: 
and I am obliged to fay even of Madam Ddcier^ that rtie is eitlicr 
more beholden to him than fhe has confcTed, cr has read him Ijis 
than flje is willing to own. She has made a farther attempt than 
her predecefTors to difcover the beauties of the Poet 5 though v^e have 
often only her general praifes, and exclamations inftead of reafons. 
But her remarks all together are the moft judicious coJledlion ex- 
tant of the fcattcrcd obfervations of the ancients and moderns, as 
her preface is excellent, and her tranilation equally careful and 
elegant. 

The chief defign of the following notes is to comment upon Homer 
as a Poet ; whatever in them is cxtrafted from others is conftantly 
ewncd ; the remarks of the ancients are generally fet at length, 
and the places cited ; all thofe oi EuJ}athius are ccllefted' which fall 
tJndcr this fchcme : many which were not acknowledged by other 
commentators, are reftored to the true owner j and the iamc juftice 
h fhewn to thofe who refufed it to others. 

THE plan of this poem is formed upon anger and its ill effe^s, 
' the plan of P'irgiTs upon pious refignation' and its rewards ; 
isd thus every paflion or virtue may be the foundation of the fcheme 
of an Epic poenr. This diftin£\ion between two authors who have 
beeir fo fuccefsful', fecmed neccffary to Be taken notice of, that they 
who would imitate either may not ftumble at the very entrance, or 
focurb their imaginations, as to deprive lis of noble morals told in a 
new variety of accidents. Imitation doei not hinder Invention : 
We may obfcrve the rules of nature, and* write in the fpirit of 
thofe who have beft hit upon them j without taking the fame tratfk, 
beginning in the fame manner, and following the main of their ftory 
almofl ftep by ftep j as moft of the modern writers of Epic Poetry 
have done after one of thefe great poets. 

V. I,] ^uintt/iatt has told us, that from the beginning of Homer'M 
two poemstKe rules of all J?;ifor^//«wj were derivtd. " In fa'Hijjitnii 
" verfihts utriufque eperis ingrejptt legem Frnoemiorum non dico fcrz/avit, 
^ fed conftituit.^^ Yet Rapin has been very free^vith tliis invoca- 
tion, in his Cot/tparifun bctiueen Homer and Virgil ; which is by no 
means the moft judicious of his works. He cavils firft at the Poet'-s 
ifififting fo much upon the effects oi Achilles' % anger, That it was 
" the cauie of the woes of the Greeks,*' that it **fent fo many 
" Heroes to the fliadei," that " their bodiot wete Itft ^ ^xt^ xoXiw^'i 
E3 ^* ^\ 
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Declare, O Mufe ! in what ill-fated hour 
^ Sprung the fierce firife^ from what offended powV } lO 

Latond% 

** and beafts/* the firft of which he thinks had been fufiipeat. One 
aifty anfwer, that the woes of Greece might confift in feveral other 
things than in the death of her Heroes, which was therefore needful 
to be fpecified : As to the bodies, he might have reflected how great 
a curfe the want of burial was accounted by the ancients, and bow 
prejudicial it was eft^emed even to the fouls of the deceafed : We 
have a moft particular example of the ftrength of this opinion frooK 
the condu^ oi Sophocles in his Ajaxi who thought this very point 
fufficient to make the diftrefs of the laft a£l of that tragedy after the 
death of his Hero, purely to fatisfy the audience that be obtained the 
rites of fepulture. Next he objefts it as prepoftcrous in Homer to 
defire the Mufe to tell him the whole ftory, and at the fame time 
^ to inform her folemnly in his own perfon that ^twas the Kvill 9f 
Jovt which brought it about. But is a Poet then to be imagined 
intirely ignorant of his-fubjefV, tho* he invokes the Mufe to relate 
the particulars ? May not Homer be allowed the knowlec'ge of fa 
clain a truth, as 'that the wM] of God is fulfilled in all things? 
Nor does his manner of faying this infer that he informs the Mufe 
of it, but only correfponds witii the uiual way of deiiring informa- 
tion from another concerning any thing, and at the fame time men* 
tioning that little we know of it in general. What is there, more 
in this paflage ? <* Sing, O Goddefs, that wrath of Acbillesp which 
'< proved fo pernicious to the Greeks : We only know the e0e^ of 
** it, that it fent innumerable brave men to the fhades, and that it 
** was Jove'^ will it fliould be fo. But tell me, O Mufe, what waf 
** the fource of this deftruftive anger ?'* I cannot comprehend what 
Jiafin means by faying, it is hard to know where the Itrvocation endS|t 
and that it is confounded with the narration, which ip manifeftly 
begins at AtjT8( x^ Aio{ t>»o$. But upon the whole, noethxnks tk5 
French Criticks play double with us, when they fometimes xvprefeat 
the rules of poetry to be formed upon the practice of Hcmer, and alf 
other times arraign their mafter, as if he tranfgreffed them. Horaa 
has faid the Exordium of an Epic poem ought to be plain and modeft, 
and inflances Homer^s as fuch ; and Rapin from this very rule will be 
trying Homer and judging it otherwife (for he criticifes al(b upon the 
beginning of the Odj^'ey.) But for a full anfwer we may bring tlie 
y/ords of ^inti /tan {v/hom Rapin himfelf allows to be the beft of 
Criticks) concerning thefe proportions and invocations of our author, 
** Benevolum auditorem iwvocatione dearum quds prafidere 'vatihus credi- 
•' turn eft, intentum propojita rfrum magnitudine, & dociipti Jumma cele- 
** riftr comprebenfd, faciu^* 

V. 1.1 
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Lateuah (on, a dire contagion fpread, 

Aod heaped the camp with mounuins of the dead ; 

The 



Flutarcb obferves there is a defeft in the xneafurc of this firft line 
(I fuppofe he means in the Eta's of the Patronymick. ) This he 
thinks, the fiery vein of Homer making hafte to his fubje^, paft over 
with a hold negleft, being confcious of his own power and perfeftion 
in the greater parts ; as fome (fays he) who make virtue their fole 
aim, pals by ceofure in (mailer matters. But perhaps we may find 
no occafion to fuppofe this a negle£t in him, if we conHder that the 
word Pelides, had he made ufe ©f it without fo many alterations af 
he has put it to in TiyiKvHcooiu, would ftill have been true to the 
Kulct of meafure. Make but a diphthong of the fecond Eta and the 
hta, infteMl of their being two fyllables (perhaps by the fault of 
traofcribers) and the obje£tion is gone. Or perhaps it might be 
deiigiMdy that the verfe in which he profeffes to fing oi violent anger 
fliould run off in the rapidity of Da£^yls. This art he ii allowed to 
have ufed in other places, and Virgil has been particularly celebrated 
for it. 

V. 8. fyrn of Jove.} Plutarch in his treatifc of reading poets 
ioterpreti Aio; in this place to fignify Fate, not imagining it con* 
fiftent virith the goodnefs of the fupreme being, or yupiter, to contrive 
or pniAife asy evil againft men. Eufiathius makes [JViin here to 
refer to the promife which Jupiter gave to Thetis, that .ne would 
hoarur her fon by fiding with Troy while he ihould be abient. But 
to reconcile tHeie two opinions^ pevbaps the meaning may be, that 
when Fatt had decreed the deftru£lion of Tnoy, Jupiter having the 
(twer of incidents to bring it to pais, fulfilled that decree by pro- 
viding means for it. So that the words may thus fpecify the time of 
Action, from the beginning of the poem, in which thofe incidents 
worked) till the promife to Thetis was fulfilled and the deilru^ion of 
Tr^ afccrtained to the Greeks hy the death of HeSior, However it 
ii certain that this Poet was not an abfolute Fatalifi, but ftill fup- 
pofed the power of Jwe fuperior t For in the fixtecnth Iliad we fc-c 
aim defigning to fave Sarpedorty though* the Fates had decreed his 
death, VS Juno had not inteipo'ed. Neither does he txclxxde /ree^wili 
in men ; for as he attributes the deflru£lion of the Heroes to the 
viUof Jove in the beginning of the Iliad, fo he attributes the de- 
ftru£tion of Uhjiffes^^ friends to their own felly in the beginniog 6f the 

^J^ a - X 

E4 N.^.\ 
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The King of Men his rcv'rcnd Prieft defy-d. 
And for the King's ofFence the people dy'd. f- 

For Cbryfts fought with coilly gifts to gain 15 

His captive daughter from the vidor's chain. 
Suppliant the venerable father iland3, 
J folio" % awful enfigns grace hh hantis: 



V. 9. Declare, Mufe."] It may be queftioned whether the frrft 
period ends at A»05 ^ inhiUro ffaXi^, and .the interrogation to the 

Mufc begins with *Ef e W Ta TTfuroe, Or whether the 

period docs not end tilj the words, ^To^ *A;i^»^Astr^, with only a 

finglc interrogation at TU r a{ a^ui^ Qiur ? i /hould be 

inclined to favour the former, and think it a double interrogative, ai 
Mi/ton (cans to have done in his imitation of this place at tb< be- 
ginning of Faradife Ltji, 



-Sayfrji ivhat caufe 



Af<nj'd our grand parents, Sec. And juft after, 
TVhoJirfi feduc'd them to that foul revolt f 

Befides that I think the propofuion concludes more nobly with the 
ien encc. Such 'was the nvill of ]o\c. But the latter being followed 
by moft editions, and by all the tranfhitions I have feen in anyla»- 
•gaagc the genera! acceptation is here complied with, only traaf- 
•pofing the line to keep the fentence laft : And the next verfes are 
•fo turned as to include the double interrogation, and at the fami 
iime do juftice to another interpretation of the words *Ef S ^n fiy 
'Ex quo tempore'^ which makes the date of the quarrel from whence 
the poem takes its rile. C^^^w^w would have ^;f. f/^o undejitood of 
Jupiter, from •wl:>om the debate was fuggcfted ; but this clafhes with 
the line immediately following, where he aiks. What God infpire4 
the contention ? and anfwers it was Apollo, 

V. II, Latona'i /on.] Here the Author," who firft invbk'd the 
Mufe as the Goddtfs of Memory, vaoifhes from the reader's view, 
and leaves her to relate the whole affair through the poem, whofe 
prcfence from this tirtie diffufes an air of majedy over the relation. 
And left this fhould be loft to our thoughts in the continuatioo 
of the ftory, he fometimcs refr^es them with a new invocatiott at 
proper intervals. Eujlatbiuu 
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By thcfe he begs ; and lowly bending down. 

Extends the fceptre and the laurel crown. 20 

He fued to all, but chief implor'd for grace 

The Brother- Kings, of Atreui royal race. 

Ye Elings and warriors I nnay your vows be crown V}> 
And Trof^ proud wails lie level with the ground. 
May Jo^e reftore you, when your toils are o'er,. 25 

Safe to the pleafures of your native (hore. 
But oh ! relieve a wretched parentis pain. 
And give Chryfeis to thefe arms again ; 
If mercy fail, yet let my preicnts move. 
And dread avenging Phcebusy fon oijo^ve, 30 



V. 20. The -fceptre and the hurel croton.'] There is fomething ex* 
ceedingly venerable in this appearance of the prieft. He conaes 
with the cnfigns of ihe God "he belonged to ; the laurel crovir, 
now carry'd in bis hand to (hew he was a fuppliant ; and a golden 
fceptre, which the ancients gave in particular to Apollo, as they did 
a filvcr one to* the moon, and other forts to the planoti-. F.ujlcthiutn 

V. T.'t^YeKingi and loarriors.'] The art of this fpeech is re- 
markable. Cbryfes confiders the conftitution of the Greeks before 
Tny, avnnade up of troops partly from Kingdoms and patly from 
Democracies : Wherefore he begins with a diftinftion which com- 
prehends all. After this, as Apollo's prieft, he prays that they may 
abtain the two blcffings they had moft in view, th« conqueft of 
7V»y, and a fafe return. . Then as he names his petition, he offers an 
extraordinary ranfom ; and conchides with bidding thtm fear the 
God if they refufe it ; like one who from his office fecms to fcrefee 
their mifery, and exhorts them to fhun it. Thus he cndeavouia 
to work by the art of a general application, by religion, by intereft, 
tnd'the infinuation of danger. This is the lubftance of what Eufia- 
tbius rcrtiarks on this plac?; and in pnrluance to his laft obfenrat'ow, 
the epithet A'oenging is added to this vcifion, that it may appear the 
prieft foretells the anger of his God. 

E c new 
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The Greeh in (bouts their joint aflent declare^ 
The prieft to revVcnce, and relcafc the fair. 
Not fo Atrides: He, with kingly pride, 
RepuIsM the facred Sire, and thus reply'd. 

Hence on thy life, and fly tbefe hoflile plams, 35 

Nor aik, prefumptuous, what the King detains; 
Hence, with thy laurel crown, and golden rod. 
Nor truft too far thofe enfigns of thy God. 
Mine is thy daughter, Prieft, and (hall remain ; 
And prayVs, and tears, and bribes fiiall plead in vain ) 40 
Till time (hall rifle ev*ry youthful grace. 
And age; difmifs her from my cold embrace. 

In 



V. 33. He with pride reputs^d.l ^^ has been remarked in honour 
9f Nenur*s judement, and the care he took of his reader*8 morals, 
that where he if eaks of evil actions committed, or hard words given, 
he generally chara^lerifes them as fuch by a previous expreifion* 
This palTage h given as one inftance of it, where he fays the re- 
^ulfe of Chryfes was a proud injurious action in j^amamnon : And 
it may be remarked, that before his Heroes treat one another with 
hard language in this book, he ftill takes care to let as know they 
were under a diftra£tion of anger. Plutarch, of rtading Poctu 

V. 41 . Till time Jhall rijle ev*ry youthful grace. 
And age difmifs her from my cold embrace. 
In daily labours of the loom employed. 
Or dootnd to deck the bed fbe once enjoyed.'] 

The Greek is ocMTioacuf, which fignifics either maki/^ the bed. Of 
partaking it. Eujiathius and Madim Dacier infift very much upofi its 
being taken in the former kn^t only, for fear of prefenting a loofe 
idea to the reader, and of offending againft the modefty of the Mu&» 
Who is fuppofed to relate the Poem. This obfervation may very well 
becoflce a Bifiiop and a Lady : But that jigammuun was not ftudving 

hero 
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In daily labours of the loom eroploy'd. 

Or doomed to deck the bed (he once cnjoy'd. 

Hence then ; to Argos ihall the maid retire, 45 

Far from her native foil, and weeping fire. 

The trembling prieftr along the (hore retum'd. 
And in the angaiih of a father mourned. 
Difconfolate, not daring to complain. 
Silent he wander'd by the foanding main : 50 



bere for civility of cjcprcfTion, appears from the whole tenor of his 
fpeerh 5 aiul that he defigned Chryfeis f<^ more than a fervant 
itMiid, may be feen from feme other things he fays of her, as that 
he preferred her to his Queen CIjtamneftrMf &c. the imprudence of 
which confcffion. Madam Dacicr herfelf has elfewhere animadverted 
upon. Mr. Dryden, in his tranflation of this book, has been jufl-er 
to the royal paflion of-/4^tfm«««o«, though he has carried the point 
lb much on the other fide, as to make him promife a greater fondne'g 
iof her in her old age than in her youth, wkch indeed is hardly 
credible. 

Minejhe Jhall he, till creeping age and time 
Her bloom have withered, and defirofd her frime \ 
Till then my nuptial bed Jbe jhall attend^ 
And having firft adorn d ity late afcerd. 
Tbiifor the night j by day the noeb and loom. 
And homely houjholdtajks Jhall be her doom. 

Nettling could have made Mr. Dry</(f« capable of this miftakc, bat 
extreme hafte in vnrjting ; which never ought to be imputed as a fault 
to him, but to thofe who fuifered fo noble a genius to lie under the 
neceflity of it. 

V. 47. *rbe trembling Prieft J] We may take notice here, once for 
all, that Homer is frequently eloquent in his very filence. Chryfa 
fays not a word in anfwer to the Infults of j^gamemnon, but walks 
penfively along the fliore : and the melancholy flowing of the verfe 
admirably exprefTes the condition of the mournful and deferted father. 
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Till, fafe at didance, to his God he prays. 
The God who darts around the world his ray^. 

O Sminthcus,! fprqng from hit Latona'^ line. 
Thou guardian powV of Gila the divine, 5 J; 

Thou fource of light I whom Tenedos adores. 
And whofe bright prefence gilds thy C^rjj/a'&fhorc*: 
If e*er with wreaths I hang thy facred £ane. 
Or fed the flames with fat of oxen flain i 
God of the iilver bow f thy fhafts employ. 
Avenge thy fervant, and the Greeks deftroy. 6a 

Thus Chryfes pray'd : The fav'ring Pow'r attends. 
And from Olympus' lofty tops defcends> 
Bent was his bow, the Grecian hearts to wound j. 
Fierce as he moved,, his filver (hafts refound. 
Breathing revenge, a fudden night he fpread, 6j 

And gloomy darknefs roird around his head. 
The fleet in view, he twang'd his deadly bow. 
And hilling fly the feather'd fates below* 



V. 61. Thefa-Sring Po^u*r attends.']' Upon this firft prayer in tht 
f oem, Euflathius takes occafion to obferve, that the poet is careful 
throughout this whole work to let no prayer ever fall intirely which 
has juftice on its fide ; but he who prays either kills his enemy, or has 
figns given him that he has been heard, or his friends return, or his 
undertaking fuccceds, or fome other vifible good happens. So far 
inftruftive and ufeful to life has Homer ipade. his fable. 

V. 67. He bent his deadly bonv.] In the tenth year of the fiege of 
TVo)', a plague happened in i\i^ Grecian camp,, occafioned perhaps by 
immoderate heats and grofs exhalations. At the introduftion of this 
accident Homer begins his I^oem, and takes occafion from it to 
open the fcene of adion with, a moft beautiful allegory. He fup- 

po&s 



Ik 
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On mules and dogs th' infedion firft began ; 

And laft, the veogefal arrows fix'd in man. 7* 

For nine long nights, thro* all the duflcy air 

Tiie Pyres thick- flaming (hot a difmal glare. 

Bat e'er the tenth revolvmg day was mn^ 



\ lD/pir*d by Juno^ TifeHs' god-like fon. 



j pofes that fuch afflidions are fent from Heaven for the pnni/hinent 
of our evil actions ; and hecaufe the Sun was a principal Inftm- 
fixflt of it, he faya it was fent to puniHi j^amannon for defpiflng 
that God, and injuring his Prieft. Eujtatbiut. 

V. 69. Mulct and dogt."] Hi^crates obfenrcs two things of 
plagues ; that their caufe is in the air> and that difierent animals are 
differently touch'd by them, according to their nature or nouri/hment. 
This philofophy Spondamtt refers to the plague here mentioned. 
Firft, thfe caufe is in the air, by reafon of the darts or beams oi Apollo, 
Secondly, the mules and dogs are faid to die foonftr than the men ; 
partly becaufe they have by nature a quicknefs of fmell, which 
makes the infection fooner perceivable ; and partly by the nouriih- 
ment they take, their feeding on the earth with prone heads makiag 
the exhalation more eafy to be fuck'd in with it. Thus has Hifpo- 
crausy fo long after Burner writ, fubfcribed to his knowledge in the rife 
and progrefs of this diftemper. There have. been fome who have refexw. 
red this paflage to a religious fenfe, making the death of the mules and 
dogs befare the men to point out a kind of method of providence in 
puniihing, whereby it fends fome previous afBi^tions to warn man* 
kind, fo as to make them fliun. the greater evils by repentance. 
This Moniieur Jiacier in his notes on Artftotles art of poetry, calk a 
Jlesnark perfectly fine and agreeable to God's m^ thod of fending 
plagues on the Mgyptians, where firft horfcs, alles^ &c, were imitten, 
and afterwards the men themfelves. 

Y. 74. Thetb' god-like fon Convents a council,^ Oil the tenth day a 
council is held to inquire why the Gods were angry ? Plutarch ob*> 
iierves, how juftly he applies the chara£lers of his perfons to the in- 
cidents ; not making Jigamemnon but Achilles call this council, who 
of all the Kings was moft capable of making obfervations upon the 
plague, and of forefeeing its duration, as. having been bred by Chiron 
to the ftudy of Phyfxck. One may mention alfo a remark of Eufta- 
tifim in purfuance to this, that jfuno''s advifing him in this cafe might 
allude to his knowledge of an ovil temperament in the air, of which 
ihcL was Goddefs. 

Convcn'd. 
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Gmven'd to ccmd} all the Gncism train ; 75 

For much the Goddleft moom'd her Heroes fiaio; 

Th* afTembly feated, rifing o^er the reftr 
Achilles thus the King of men addreft. 

Why leave we not the fatal fr9^ fborc. 
And xneafure back die feu we croft before I 8b 

The plagae deiboying whom the fword would tpSLrey 
'Tis time to iave the few remains of war. 
Bat let fome Prophet, or fome facred Sage^ 
Explore the caufe of great JpoI/o*9 rage f 
Or learn the waftefol vengeance to remove^ R^ 

By myftic dreams^ for dreamt defcend from Jove, 

If 



V. 79« Pffy Have vm^nat the fatal Twrjan Jhmre^ &c.] The artifice 
of this fpeech (according \^ Dionyifiui of Haiicartutffia, in his iecond 
dUcourfe, irip* to^iiifMtrKrfA^ivan) is adtnirably carryM on to open 
an accufation againft Agamemnon, whon) jitbiues fufpefts to be the 
canfe of all their miferies. He dire^s himfelf not to the aifembly, 
kit to Agamemnon ; he names not only the plague but the war too, 
«t having exhaufted them all, which was evidently due to his family. 
He Ibads the Augurs he would confult, by pointing at fomething^ 
lately done with refpcft to Apollo, And while he continues within 
the guard of civil expreflion, fcattering his infmoations, he encourages 
tbnfe who may have more knowledge to fpeak out boldly, by letting 
them fee their is a party made for their fafcty 5 which has its eflfisft 
immediately in the following fpeech of ChalcaSf whofe demand of 
prote^on fhows upon whom the offence is to be placed. 

V. 86. By myfiic dreams ^ It does not feem that by the word 
•rtipo^ro^sf an interpreter of dreams is meant, for we have no hint 
©f any preceding dream which wants to be interpreted. We may 
therefore more probably refer it to fuch who ufed (after performing 
•roper rites) to lie down at fome facred place, and expe£t a dream 
from the Gods upon any particular fubje£V which they defired. That 
this was a pra^ice among them, appears from the Temples of Am- 
pbiaraus m Bee9tU and FodaUtius in Apulia, where the inquirer was 

obliged 
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If broken rown this heavy curfe have kid. 

Let altars finoke, and hecatombs be paid. 

So Heaven aton'd (hall dying Greece reftore. 

And Pbcehus dart his bttming fliafb no nx>rt. 90 

He faid, and firte : when Qkakm* thos rt^*d : 
Cbalcas the wife, the Greciam prieft and goider 
That facred Seer, whoTe comprehenfive view 'yC 
The pad, the preTent, and the fbture knew : 
Upriikg flo^v» the venerable Sage g^ 

Thas fpoke the pmdence and the fears of age. 

Bclov'd of- Jove, Jcbilles ! wouM'll thou know 
Why angry Phaehu bends his fatal bow ? 



obliged to fleep at the altar upon the ikio of the beaft he had 
iaaificed, in order to obtain an anfwer. It is in this rtanner that 
Laimi in FirgtTB ieventh book goea to dream in the temple of 
Faunus, where we have a particular defcription of the whole cuftem. 
StrabOf hb. i6. has fpoken concerning the Temple of yerufiUm m a 
pliceof this nature J *' where ((ays be) the people either dreamed 
'' for themfelves, or procured fome good dreamer to do it.** By 
which it (hould feem he had read fomething concerning the vifions of 
their Prophett, as that Which Samuel had when he was ordered to 
fleep a third dme before the ark, and upon doing fo had an account 
of the deftru^on oi ElPt houfe 3 or that which happened to Soh^ 
mowp after having facrificed before the ark at Cibeon, The fane 
author has alfo mentioned the Temple ofSerafig, in his fevcnteenth 
book, as a place for receiving oracles by dreams. 

V. 97. Belwed of Jove, Achilles ! J Thefe appdktions of prtife 
aad honour, with which the Heroes in Homer fo frequently falote 
each other, were agreeable to the ftyle of the ancient times, as 
appears, from fev6ral of the like nature in the fcriptnre. Mikon 
has aot been wanting to give his poem this caft of antiquity, 
throughout which our firft parents atmoft always accoft each other 
with fome title, dut exprelTes a refpeA to the dignity of hunao 
aiture. 

Daughter of God and Man, immortal Eve 

Adam, Earth* s balhwed mould of God tnffHr*d,--''^ 

qfi^Mif ^ Jbeiavig and earih, owtatf earth's liir4>U!t. 
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Firil give thy faith, and pb'ght a Princess word ^ 

Of fore proteftion, by thy pow'r and fword. loo 

For I muft fpeak what h ifdom would conceal. 

And truths, invidious to the Great, reveal. 

Bold is the talk, when fubjeds grown too wife, 

lofbuft a Monarch- where his error lies ; 

For tho' we deem the ihort-liv'd ftiry pafty ,3 1-05 

'Tis fure, the Mighty will revenge at.M. 

To whom ? elides. From thy inmoft foul 
Speak what thou know'H, and fpeak without controol. 
£v*n by that God I fwear,. who rules the day. 
To whom thy hands the Vows of Greece convey, x 10 
And whofe bleft Oracles thy lips declare ; 
Long as Achillea breathes this vital air. 
No daring Greek of all the numerous band, 
Againfl his pried (hall lift an impious hand ; 
Not ev'n the Chief by whom our hofts are led, 1 1 5 

The Iting of Kings, fhall touch that facred head. 



V, 115. Not ev*n the Chief. J After Achilles had brought in Chal- 
€as by his dark doubts concerning Agamemnon^ Chalcas "who perceived 
them, and was unwilling to be the firft that named the King, artfully 
demands a prote£tion in fuch a manner, as confirms thofe doubts, and 
extorts from Achilles this warm and particular expreflion : " That be 
" would proteft him even againft Agamemnon^''* (who, as he fays, is 
funu the greateft man of Greece, to hint that at the expiration of the 
war he fliould be again reduced to be barely King of Myccna.) This 
pJUce Plutarch takes notice of as the firft in which Achilles fliews his 
contempt of fovcreign authority. 



£i)courag*d 
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Encouraged thas» the blamelefs man replies; 
Nor vows unpaid, nor flighted facrifice^ 
Sot he, our Chief, provok'd the raging pei!^ 
^poilo\ vengeance for his injur'd Prici!. 120 

Kor will the God*8 awaken*d fury ceafe. 
Bat plagues fliall fpread, and funVal fires increafe, 
•Till the great King, without a ranfom paid, 
To her own Ckry/a fend the black eyM maid. 
Perhaps, with added facriiice and pray'r, ^25 

The Prieft msLj pardon, and the God may (pare. 

The Prophet fpoke ; when with a gloomy frown 
'The Monarch darted from his fhining throne ; 
Black choler filPd his breafl that boil'd with ire. 
And from his eye- balls fla(h*d the living fire. 1 30 

4agar accurft ! denouncing mifchief dill. 
Prophet of plagues, for ever boding ill! 

StUt 



V. 117. The hlamtkfi^l The epithet a^vfi.i}*9 or blamelefs, li 
fitqnent in Homer, but not always ufed with fo much propriety at 
bete. The reader may obferve that care has not been wanting thro* 
this tranflation, to prelerve thofe epithets which are peculi/ir to the 
md&or, whenevisr they receive any beauty from the circumftanccs 
about theoaj as this of hhmeUJi mani'eflly does in the prefent paf- 
fiige. It is not only applied to a prieft, but to one who being con.- 
fcioiis of the truth, prepares with an honeft boldnefs tp difcover it. 

V. 131. ^^r 4ccurji.'\ This exprelCon is not merely thrown 
out by chance, out proves what G&tf/f<i£ faid of the King when he 
afced protcilion, •• That he harbourM anger in his Heart.** For it 
«ims at the prediQion Cha/cas had given at jiulis nine years before, 
lor the facrificing bis daughter Jpbigenia. Spondanui, 

This, and the two following lines, are in a manner repetitions of the 
(uD< thing thrice over. It is left tp the reader to confider how far jt 
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SdU muft that tongue fomc wounding meflage brings 

And ftill thy prieftly pride provoke thy King } 

For this are Phcebm' Oracles expbr'd, 135 

To teach the Greeh to murmur at their Lord ? 

For this with falihoods is my honour ftainM ; 

Is Heav'n offended, and a Pried profan'd, 

Becaufe my Prise, my beauteous maid I hoUI« 

And heav'niy charms prefer to proffered gotd } %j^ 

A maid, unmatched in nuinners as in face, 

Skiird in each art, and crown'd with every grace-. 

Not half fo dear were Clytiemn^ra\ charms. 

When firft her blooming beauties bleft my arms. 

Yet if the Goda demand her, kt her fail ;. 14$ 

Our cares are only for the publick weal : 

Let me be deem'd the hateful caufe of aU>. 

And fafFer, rather than my people ftU. 



may be allowed, or rather pralfed for a beauty, when wi> coafider 
vitb Euflathius that it is a moil natural efr«£k of aoger to b« fuU of 
words, and infixing t>n that which galb us. We may addb that 
theie reiterated exi rei!i ons might be fuppofed to be thrown out one 
afi«r another, as Agamemnon it ftruck in the confuiion of his pa0ioiv> 
ilrft by the remembrance of one prophecy, and tbeo of anotbei^ 
which the fame man had uttered againft him. 

V. 143, Not half fo dear ivere Clytaemneftra** cbmvu,']. Agamem^ 
«i0ff^ having heard the charge which Ci&tfZrtfi drew up againft him ift 
two particulars, that he had affronted the Prieft, and refufed to reftore 
Kis daughter; he offers one anfwer which gives (bftening coloun 
to both, that he lov'd her as well as his Queen Clytamnejira, for hcic 
perfeAions. Thus he would fccm to fatisfy the father by kindnefs to 
nis.daughter, to ezcufe himfelf before the Greeh for what is paf^ 
and to make a mecit of yielding her, and facrificing his pa0ion foi 
their fafety.. 

The 
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The prize^ the beaateous prize I will refign» 

So dearly valued, and fo jaftly oiine. «{o 

Bat fince for coounoxi good I yield the fair^ 

My private lois let grateful Greecg repair ; 

Nor unrewarded let your Prince complaiii^ 

That he alone has fought and bled ki vain* 

Infatiate King (Achillts thu3 replies) 15J; 

Fond of the powV» but fonder of the prise f. 



V. 155. Infatiate Kittg."^ Here, where this paffion of anger grows 
load, it {eexns proper to preptre the reader, aod prevent hit miftake 
is the character o^ AcbilUs, which might (hock him in feveral parti- 
calars following. Wc (hc^uld know that the l>oet rather ftudy*i na- 
ture than pcrfeAion, in the ia\ Ing -^own his '.h:;ra6tcri. He refolv'd 
to ftng the confequencei of aiv.'<>r ; he confuerM wha^ virtues and ▼ioe» 
vould conduce moft to b tng h i^ Moral out of ihe Falile ; and artfully 
difpofed them in hia chiet pcrfons afcer the mrniter in which we gene- 
fally find them ) making the tiult which moft peculiarly atttndt aaf 
good quality^ to refid? witli it. Thus he has placed ride with mag- 
nanimity in Agamemn-jn, un^i craft with prudence in Utgjfett And thuf 
He muft take his Actillf:, not as a mere heroick dii'paflioned charac- 
tVy but as compounded of c oarage and anger; one who finds him- 
ftlf almoft invincible, and aTucies an uncootroulM carriage upon the 
ielf-confcioufnefs of his worth ; whofe high ftrain of honour will not 
fii6fcr him to betray his friends, or fi^^t againft them, «rea when he 
thinks they have affironted him ; but whofe inexorable refentment 
vill not let him hearken to any terms of accomodation. Thefe are 
the lights and ihades of his character, which Homer has heigthened 
and darkened in extremes; becaufe on the one fide valour is the 
darling quality of Epic Poetry ; and on the other, anger the particu- 
lar fiibjc6t of this Poem. When chara£lers thus mixed ^ are well 
conduaed, though they be not morally beautiful quite throi^gh, they 
conduce more to the end, and are i^ill poetically perfect. 

Pbttareb takes occafion from the obfervation of this conduft in 
Bamery to applaud his juft imitation of nature and truth, in repre- 
ibiting virtues and vices intermixed in his Heroes : contrary to the 
ivadoxes and ftrange pofitions of the Stoicks, who held that no 
lice could confift with virtue, nor the leaft virtue with vice. Plut. 
katid. Poaii. 
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Would'ft thou the Greeks their lawful prey ihould yield, 

The due reward of many a well-fought field ? 

The fpoils of cities raz'd, and warrioars flain, 

W# (hare with jullicc, as with toil we gain : i6o 

But to refumc whate'er thy av'rice cfaves, 

(That trick of tyrants) may be borne by (laves. 

Yet if our Chief for plunder only fight, 

The fpoils of llion ihall thy lofs requite. 

Whene'er, by 7<wf's decree, our conqu'ring paw'rs 165 

Shall humble to the dufl her lofty tow'rs. 

Then thus the King. Shall Tmy prize rcfign 
With tame content, and thou pofifefl of thine ? ~ * 

Great as thou art, and like a God in fight* 
Think not to rob me of a foldper's right. 170 

Ax thy demand (hall I redore the maid? 
Firft let the juft equivalent be paid ; 

Sucli 



V. 169. Great as tbcu art, and iike a God infgBt.'\ The words in: 
the original are dioiijrtX' 'A^t^Xi t^. UlyJJes is foon after callM Aro(, 
and others in other pjaces. The phrafc'of di'vine or god-like is not 
uled by the Poet to fignify perfeftion in men, but applied to confi- 
derable perfons upon account of feme particular qualification or ad- 
vantage, which they were poflefTed of far above the* common ftandard 
of mankind. Thus it is alcribcd to Achilles on account of his great 
valour, to Ulyjfes for his preheminencc in wifdom } even to Faris tot 
his exceeding beauty, and to Clytamneftra for feveral fair endow- 
ments. 

V, 172. Tirfi let the juji equivalent ,'\ The rcafoning in point of 
,light between Achillea and Agamemnon feems to be this. Acbillts 
gleads that Agamemnon could not feizc upon any other man's captive 
without a new diftribution, it being an invafion of private property. 
Qd the other hand,^ as Agamemngnz power was limited, how canK it 

that 
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a King might afk ; and let it be ' 

ire worthy her, and worthy me. 

it me this, or with a monarch^i claim 175 

nd (hall feize fome other captive dame. 

ghty Jjax fhall his pfrize rcGgn, 

fpoils, or ev'n thy own be mine. * 

in who fuiFers, loadl^may complain; 

re he may, but he ihall rage in vain. 180 

when time requires It now remaias 

nch a bark to plow the wat'ry plains, 

ift the facrifice to Chry/a's ihoreSy 

bofen pilots, and with laboring oars. 

all the fair the fable (hip afcend, 185 

mc deputed Prince the charge attend ; 

efas King, or Jjax Ihall fulfill, 

5 TJl^ei fee perform'd our will ; 

3ur royal pleafure fhall ordain, 

• fclf conduft her o'er the Main; 190 

ce AMles^ dreadful in his rage, 

od propitiate, and the pefl; afTuage. 

bis, Pelides frowning flern, reply'd : 

[It, arm'd with infolence and pride f 



the Grecian Captains would Aibmit to an illegal and arbitrary 
I think the legal pretence for his feizing Brijiii muft have 
mdcd upon that Law, whereby the Commander in chief 
power of taking what part of the prey he pleafed for his 
: And he being obliged to reilore what he had tak.cA> \X 
ut juil that he ^bould have a lecond diolcc. 
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Inglorious flave to mt^rcfty ever join*d 195 

Witli frauds unworthy of a royal mind I 

What genVous Grnk^ obedient to thy woid, 

Shall form an ambuih, or (hall lift the fwotd ? 

What caufe have I to war at thy decree f 

Xhe difUnt itojam never injured me: -200 

To Pbthia\ realms no hoilil^j;roop6 they led| 

Safe in her vales my warlike courfers fed ; 

Far hence removed, the hoarfe-refoonding main. 

And walls of rocks, fecure my native reign^ 

Whofe fruitful foil luxuriant harvefts grace, 205 

Rich in her fruits, and in her martial race. • 

Hither we faiPd, a voluntary throng, 

T'avenge a private, not a publick wrong : 

What elfe to Troy th' afFemblcd nations draws, 

But thine, ungrateful, and thy brother*8 caufe? 21O 

Is this the pay our blood and toils deferve, 

Difgrac'd and injur'd by the man we ferve. 

And dar'fl thou threat to fnatch my prize away. 

Due to the deeds of many a dreadful day ? 

A prize 

V. 213. And darfi tboa threat to fnatch my prize away. 
Due Jo the deedt of maty a dreadful day ^] 

The anger of thefe two Princes was equally upon the account of 
wciren, but yet it is obfervable that they are conducted with a dif- 
ferent air. Agamemnon appears as a lover, Acbillet as a warriour : 
The one fpeaks of Cbryfas as a beautv whom he valued Mual to his 
Wife, liidwhoie merit was too «u^«nthk\A he UfilYi«%oed^ the. 
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as fmally O tyrant ! inatchM with dune, 2 1 5 
own adiions if compared to mine, 
n each conqueft is the weahhy prey, 
ine the Aveat and danger of the day* 
ivial prefent to my fhips I bear, 
en praifes pay the woands of war. * 21^ 

iw, proud monarch, I*m thy Have no more ; 
X (hall waft me to ^heJTaliah fhore. 

Achilles on the Trojan plain, 
jpoils, what conquefts (hall Atrides gain ? 
:hi8 the King: Fly, mighty warrioor ! fly, 225 
d we need not, and thy threats defy, 
want not chiefs in fuch a caafe to fight, 
we himfelf (hall guard a monarch's right. 



»ts Brifets as a flave, whom he is concerned to prefenre ia 
honouri and as a teftimony of his glory. Hence it is, that 
r bear him mention her but as his Spotl, the Reward offVar^ 
the Grecians gave bim, or the like expreilions : And accord- 
yields her up, not in grief for a miftrefs whom he lofes, but 
mefs for an injury that is done him. This obfervatlon it 
Dacier*Si and will often appear juft as we proceed farther, 
is finer than the Moral fhown us in this quarrel, of the 
\ and partiality of mankind to their own faults : The Gre- 
ike a war to recover a woman that was raviflied, and are in 
» fail in the attempt by a difpute about another, jigamemnwi 
\ is revenging a rape commits one ; a^ jlebiUet wTiile he ia 
tmoft fury bimfelf, reproaches Agamemnon iot his paflionatfl 

•S* ^fy* mighty warriwr.'] Achilles having threatened to 
;m in the former fpeech, and fpoken of his warlike anions i 
: here puts an artful piece of ipite in the mouth of Agament' 
Jcing him opprobriou/ly brand his retreat as a flight, and 
e appearance of his courage, by calling it the loNt ^ cotv- 
isd flaughter* 

01 
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Of all the Kings (the Gods diftinguUhM care) 

To pow*r fuperiour none fuch hatred bear : 230 

Strife and debate thy refUefs foul employ. 

And wars and horrours are thy (avage joy. 

If thou haft ftrength, 'twas'Hcaven that ftrcngth beftow'i 

For know, vain man f thy valour is from God. 

Hafte, launch thy vcffels, fly with fpeed away, ^35 

Rule thy own realms with arbitrary fway : 

I heed thee not, but prize at equal rate 

Thy (hort liv'd friendihip, and thy groundlefs hate. 

Go, threat thy earth-born Myrmidons i but here 

'Tis mine to threaten. Prince, and thine to fear. 240 

Know, if the God the beauteous dame demand. 

My bark ihall waft her to her native land ; 

But then prepare, imperious Prince f prepare. 

Fierce as thou art, to yield thy captive fair : 

Ev'n in thy tent Fll feize the blooming prize, ^45 

Thy lov'd Brifeis with the radiant eyes. 

Hence fhalt thou prove my might, and curfe the hour, 

Thou ftood'ft a rival of imperial pow'r ; 



V. 229. Kings, the Godi dijiinguifr^d care.'] In the original it is 
Atolpe^cr? , or nurft hjf Jove. Homer often ufes to call his Kings by 
foch epithets as AjoygyiK, born of the Gcdsy or Aiolpi^EK* bred ^ 
the God^ ; by which he points out to themfclves, the ofBccs thejf 
^ weie ordained for; and to their people, the reverence that fliould- 
be paid them. Thefe expreflions are perfectly in the exalted ftyle 
of the callern nations, and correfpondent to thofe places of holy 
fcripturc where they are caird Gods, and tbt Swi of tht m3 High* • 



ADd 
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rxl hence to all our hoft it (hall be known, 

m Kings are fubjedt to the Gods alone. 250 ' 

dckilUs hesLTdi, with grief and rage opprefty' 

s heart fweird high, and laboured in his breaft.^ 

hading thoughts by ttutis his bofom rulM, 

w fir'd by wrath, and now by realbn cool*d : 

at prompts his hand to draw the deadly fword, 25 j 

'ce thro' the Greehy and pierce their haughty Lord ; ' 

is whifpers fofr, his vengeance to controol, 

i calm the rifing tempeft of his foul. 

: as in anguiih of fufpence he ftay^d, 

lile half unfheath'd appeared the gIrttVing blade, 260 

urva fwift defcended from above, 

t by the ♦ filler and the wife of J^yve ; * Juno 

\ 261 . Mitxrv2k f-wift defeenJeJ J/»m alove.'] Homer having by 
tn laifed Achi/les to fuch a pitch of fury, as to make him capable 
ittempting Agamemnon'^ life in the council. Pa/las the Goddefs of 
"dma defcends, and being feen only by him, pulls him back in thje 
f iafbnt of execution. He parleys with her a while, as imagin- 
flie would ad vile him to proceed, but upon the prumife of fudi'^ 
me wherein there Should be a full reparation of nis honour, he 
ithihis fword in obedience to her. She afcends to fteaven,'and 
Mng left to himfelf, falls again upon hb General with bitter 
«ffiras. The allegory here may be allowed by every reader to . 
laforc'd : The prudence of Achilles checks him in the raih^ 
Dent of his anger, it works upon lum pn^een to others, but 
I not entirely prevail upon him to defif( till, he rememliiers his 
. importance, and depends upon it that there wUl be a ncccflity 
has courting him at any expence into the alliance i^gain. Having 
laded hina'elf by fuch reflexions, he forbears to .attack his 
eral, but thintung that he facrifices enough to prudence b^ hit 
arance, lets the thought of it vanifh from him ; and no (ooocr 
iiBom gone, hut he falls into more violent reproaches for the 
fication of his paflion. All this is a moft beautiful paflage,\ 
fe Moral is evident, and generally agreed on by the CotMXAtiX«XAt%« 

roL.i. F ^^« 
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(For both the Princes ckimM ber equal care) 

Behind (he flood, aji^d by the golden- hair 

Jchilla feizM ; to hiip alooe confeil; a6$ 

A (able dood concealed her from th^ reft* 

He fees, and fudden to the Goddefrcries^ 

Known by the flames that fparkle froi^ her tye% 

Cefcends Minerva^ in her gyai^dijin c^a^.. 
A hear^nly wilnefi.of the wfongi I boi» 27«:> 

From Atreus" Ton ? Then let thoie eyes that' viesmk 
The daring crime, behold the vesgeanoe-UM^^ 

Forbear! (the progeny of Jootf. replies} 
To calm thy iiiry I f oHake the flues : 
Let great Achilles^ to the Gods.refig9*d,r^ . .275 

T9 reafon yield the empire oVr.his rnind*^ 



TialBS. KnvwniytheJIafHestbat^rklefrom'berffts,'} Thevwbo 
ctify on this allegoty after the moft' minute manDeK> rder this to 
threyts of AcBilUs, as indeed we muft, if Ve intirely delbby'the 
bodily mearance of Minerva, Bat what Peet defigbin|;.td Ka^e his 
Moral 10 open, wouU take pains to forni ft into a Fabit ? In the 
pro|}^ nythological fenfe, this paflagfe fliovid be'refenred to Mturva\ 
•ccmiflg to aiiL. Minion of the todehts, wlib fuppof^l that the Gods 
hadf a'' peinUiair ligdt id their eyes. That, ffmer was n^t, ignipraQt 
of 'thif opinion, appears from his' ufe of itin other places^ as when 
in t&e; th^ ib*dd Bikna. by, this means difcoveis Fetmi: .And that 
he silent it hei^;. is particularly aflerted by Heliodorus, '^n the third 
book cf his Mtmp^ik Hiftoiy. «' The Gods, fays he, are knovfn 
*' ib'.their app^uitiohs tOi men by the fix*d glare of their eyes, or 
** dieir gliding oaflUge through air without moving their feet j thdle 
** fllcsHQrl/0;M»r' Wuicid (rdm his knowledge of the Mgyttian learn- 
«< toli^ appiyblf orte'to F^lUi^ and the other to Neptune. Madam 
DatUt has gonelnto the contrary opinion^ aod blames Eufiat^it(s. tad 
oth'ehr without OvarthtOwing tKe(e authorities, or aligning any,otber 
reafen but that it* was not (ropjer for XlinerveC%4^tt XxyJf^i^Jtle, wIsbu 
her«ii«etlfimfl|/!&L' 



By awfdl J^m thk cMilbaiid is g(^h ; 

Tte King and you afe bbch the ck/e of Beiv*B. 

Tlie force of keehref^ttn^ kt hiilt f&iU 

Bat (heath, obedlMt; tliy rt/^iifgteg Iteti. s8^ 

For I pronoance (ahd tH^a Kdiv^ pdw^) 

Thy iijurM honour has its fdted Kddi; 

Whfo the proud niontifcli ihifl tfiy'anM Wifktfti 

And bribe thy fricndfldjpwhU a (kiy (fills' fl&^ 

Then let reveage'iioIohgiR'beaf'lthb'fw^ . s8j 

Command tl^ paffibiis; IltH thi Gdtfs bbe^. 

To her Pelides. With regardful ear 
"ITs juft; O GdM^sf I tbj^dlAa&sli*; . ' , ;^ ." 
Hirt as it 1^ tiy vcngifahee I fufpWfe s 
fbofe who rerert the Godf, the Q6^ wlU bkfs. 9^ 
He (aid, obfervant of theblue-ey*<!n(iaid; • « 

Then k^ the iheath returned the fiiioing bkSe. , \ ' 
The Oodd^s f#!fr t(i high 0^/i»i: fiie^ 
hbihokd tke facred femite of the (kies. 

.Neryct ths^ragehis boiling breaft forfixM^ 29$' 

Whkh:tEn8 redoifbfing'on i//rid^i broke. 
Otooiifterr nik^d df i^ol!i»ice aild fear; . \ ' 

Thou db^m^tthtgiiL btit in hesbrt a deert ' '^ ' 

WBci 

* V. ft9S. ^Z^K ^ in fenbead.'\ It has bttn ^nc of tht oMbe- 
^dons a^ainft the manners of Homer* t Heroes, that they are tabufire. 
Hoof. ^ Ai Meat affimss in his difcourfe upon the IHaJ, that great 
ain differ ftrom the yulgar in thdr manner of cs»c«fii&% X^Vc ^JiS:^ 
Mf VUt 'CcrUioi/iQ riolcat poflioai (fxA » wK« oi AhiUa «sA. 



When wert thou known in anibaQi*d £ghtt to dare,. 

Or nobly face die horrid front of war ? 306, 

*T]8 oors, the chance of iighttng (dds tp try^ 

l^e to look on, an^ bid the Valiant die. 

So much 'tis fa%r throggji the camp to go, : r 

And rob a fubjedt, than defpoil a foe. 

Scourge orthy people, violent and bafe ! . 30^ 

Sent in yeve*^ tager on a flavilh race, 

"VkQ loft to fenfe qf genVons freedom pad. 

Are tam*d to wrongs, or this had been thy laft. . 



]) the Ct^t are at. fiib}e£i as any others to thefe faUiet | 
"which we have fre^aent examples both from biftory and experi> 
CBce. P&OM^cb, taking notice of this lipe, gives it as a particular 
MBimtBdation of Homer, that " he conftantly a^ords us a fine 
'".'kfture of jporality in his repiehfiP^ons and praifes, by rcfenivg. 
^ them not to the goods of fortune or the body, but thofc of the 
^ mind, which are in our power, and for which we are blameable 
** Of praife- worthy. Thus, fays he, ^mmmnon is reproached for 
** impudence and fear, ^ax for vain bragging, Jdomauus for the love 
" of contention, and U^es does not reprove even Thames but as 
** a babbler, though he nad fo many perfonal deformities to objed 
** to him. In like manner alfo the appeiiationa and ef itbets wlath 
" vHiich they accofl one another, are generally founded on Come 
''T^iilinguifliing .qualification of merit, as ffifi V^y^es, Nedlor 
«« eyual to Jove in ff^fdom, Achilles chief, Clorj of the Gieeks,*' and . 
the like. Plutarch of ruidiAg poets, 

V. 299. Im ambupdfighti t9 dare."^ Homer has magnified the. 
midmjb as the boldeit manner of fight. They went upon thofe parties 
with a few men only, and generally the moft daring of the army, 
en occafions of the greate^ hasard, where ^hey were theiefbre more 
ci^po(cd^.than in a regular battle. Thus Jdomemeus m the thirteenth 
book, expredy tells Merioties, that the greateft courage appears in this 
way of fervice, each man being in a manner fingled out to the 
paoo^ofic. Eufletthim, 



Now 
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Now by this facred fceptrc, hear mc {wear. 
Which never more (hall leaves or blofToms bear, 310 

Which 



V« 30^ New by tbii fiured ficptre.'\ SponJanut in this pbce blames 
Bufiathius, lor faying that Hotner makes Achilles in his paflioh fwear by 
the firft thing he nteecs with: and thea affigns (as from himieif )'t%»o 
caufes, which the other had mentioned fo plainly before, that it is a 
wonder they could be overlooked. Thefubftance of the whole pafTage 
mEuftatbius, is, that if we consider the fceptre Amply as wood, AebiUes 
after the manner of the ancients takes in his tranfport the firft thing 
to fwear by ^ but that Homer himfelf has in the proce& of the defcrir- 
tion aligned rcafons why it is proper for the occafion, which may be 
feen by confidering it fymbolically. Firft, That as the wood being 
'cQt from the tiee mtUI never reunite and flourifh, (b neither |fhould 
their amity ever flooriA again, after they were divided by this con* 
tention. Secondly, That a fceptre being the mark of power, ard 
fymbol of jufticcj; to fwear by it might in effed be conftrued fwoor- 
ing by the God of Power^ and by Ju^ce itfelf ^ and accordingly it 
it ipoken of by ArifiuU^ 3. /. FcUt, as a ufual folemn oath of Kings. 

I cannot leave this paffage without fliewing in oppofition to fome 
modems who have criticifed upon it as tedious, that it has ^ n 
efteemcd a beauty by the ancients, and engaged them in its imita- 
tion. Virgil has almoft tranfcribed it in his 12 ^a. for the 
fteptre ^ Latimku 

Ut feeptrum hoc (faptrum dextra nam forti gerdat) 
Nunquam fronde levi fun Jet vfrguha nee umbrtu \ 
CSim ftmel in Jyhis ima de ftirfe recijkmf 
Mmtrt carets pofuitfue etmas & bracbia ferro : 
OBmarbot, mtne artijicit mantu ^tre decaro 
fydufit, patribuffue dedit gefiart Latimu 

^ I caanot think this obmes'np to the fpirit or propriety of Bmer, 
Mtwitfaftanding the judgment of Sealiger, who decides for yirgi^ ^ 
vpoa a trivial compariion of the wording in each, A 5. e, 3. P«tf. 
It huh in a greater point than any he hai mentioned, whieh b, 
that being there uied 00 occafion of a peace, it has no einblematicai 
idbence' to divlflon, and yet defcribes the catting of the wood and 
Ht hicapadtj to bloom and branch again, in as many words as 
Homer. It is borrowed by FaUritu Ftacens in his third book, when 
he makes Jafon fwear as a warrior by his fpcar> 



Which fever'd fcagu the tsi^k (as I frqi9 4ire} 
.Oo the bare mofptains Ufi iu.|>s^csqt p^ ; 
fThisfceptre fonn*d by tempered fteel to prove 
An enfign of the delegates of Jtme^ 
•From whpm the pow'r of laws and iijfl(| CC ^ifl^- • 5^5 
(TremcBdous oath f invMate to Kings) 
S^ this I fwear, when, bleeding Grate a^ ain 
^U c^ ^<4/i/«f, (be AaQ call an vain. 

The purpM /hot e with moun^ms of the )Cl^^» 3^^^ 

Then (halt chou noani th* affront thy madi^efs g^^ 
JPorcM to deplore, when vnpotept to fav« f 
Then rage ip l^ittejui^. of /bol, ^to ]^qow 
This ^ has paade ti^e ^ayc^ pr^g^ (^y fpp. 

£r<3ffr f|fo magnanimi fpolium Didymaonis hmfUnt, 
Ut femel efl avuffa juj^is a matre perempta, 
£^a mque jam fnttdes viridcs neque profertt it^^as, 
Tida minijieria C^ duras ohit borrida pugnas^ 
Teftor. ' ' 

And Jiuleed, howf^cr be i^^y ii^ ^^9^ ^^^ fxprr^iooB from 
Virjiih or fall below htx^ ipotKers, he has 'iicv^fthcj^fs kept tn 
JftttKf in the emblem, by Iniircidudng the oatK upon ^afi^j s grief for 
iaU ijg JO Cfkbii wkbou: //^rty/ij, wbcn lie Ji^ fp^«if*Ud tjjn frctf' 
the body cf iht^^itiam* ia Circ^* after j^/fjf^ To j^'^nict i^ 
bfaury of this pa^^^ lupre maalfeft, t^e ^jTuilop ii iutrijcd (bjii 
wiLh the feweft words polfiUc) Jo this'traijilattoh- 

V, 314. ^(&y >tf^n*/j wfWff tin ^ra-veji Greet /J^Jf/^^l If fielfi- 
fi-aifc b^d ryofbetn agieejlilc to the h^ujhty naloj/S qf ^fli/fff^ •fjf. 

is allowable. 'Hp fa^e tHat Ji^.-^Sr* bis at gtfier uiyics 3fciilic4 hi* 
foccers ioyupjitr, but it is permitted to a riiiii of r^erit and figure 
*'hti is injiifiotifly flesU wjthj to JTpfik fr^nldy of liimlHf to tboft 
«i)^ arc forgetful and uatlunlcfuf. ' 

Ho 
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He l]p^e i and furious hurlM againfl: the groand 325 
His Severe flar)r*d with gdden ihids ^rpdnd. 
Then fternly filent fate. With like dffdalh. 
The raging King returnM his frowns again. 

To calm their {>ifl!on with the words 'of age. 
Slow from his feat arofe the TyHan fage» g 30 

Eiqp&iencM Nefior in perfuaAon fkiird. 
Words, fweet as koney> from his li^ dftill^di 
Two generatioBs now Jiad pafi away, 
Wife by Us rules, and happy by has (way; 
Tlvo 4ge8 o*ef his native readm he ifeigiiM, 335 

;Aiid now th* esnuBide ef the third ttmMA. 
AU f iew*d wii^ awe the vcnenUe umbi ; 
Who thus, with aild bcaevoieaoe, began : 



V. 333. Two ftturdihni.l The'Cosunentaton miJce not Nefior 
'to have lived ^hrce huodred years (according U> Ovw/*s opinioa $) 
they take the woid 7<m« not to fig»fy a centory or age of the 
world ) but a geaeiatioB, or compafs of ttme ta wUdi os>c ict ^ 
sneo flourifli, winch in the commoo cooDpcitatkB ia tinny ^esn \ vA 
accordiiifly it ii ^re traafl^iited at much the floon ptdboUc. 

^roin «m»c Nefiw iskyt ia this fpeech, Madasi Budtr oomputfi tht 
ms, he was of at the end of the trwm war. The fight of d^ La^ 
fith0 and Cmtaun foil out ftfty>i*e or fif^-^ ^>aan befon the 
war of Tr«y : The /quarrel of j%!«MmiM nAAdulla happentd ia 
the tenth and USt year of that war. It was then fixty-£hw or fifV]^ 
Bm. yeara fince Ntfior fought againft the Ceiiiaur»\ he was ca^le fit 
that time of giving cooerel, fo that one cannot iaaagiiie fain tahlve 
jbcen under twenty ; Frooi whence it will appear that he *was iMW 
aloioft arrived to the condddion of hts third age, and aboat l«Nur» 
isoxi and 6ft^ or £Miriccfe and iix yean of age* 



F4 vn»i 
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What fhame, what woe is this to Greece ( what joj 
To Troy^s proud monarch, and the friends of 7r^/ 340 
That adverfe Gods commit to ftera debate 
The hefty the braveft of the Grecian ftate. 
Youog as ye are, this youthful heat reftrain» f ,. 
Nor think your Nefior\ years and wifdom vain, , 



V. 339. WbatJbamJ] The qvarrel hfvtng rifcn to its higheft 
txtravagance, A^^r the wifeft and moft aged C?r««A is railed to quiet 
the Princes, whofe fpeecli is therefore framed ifitirely with Ho! op* 

Stfite air to all which \ as been hitherto faid, fedate and ino^enfiyie* 
e begins with 'a foft aflfedlionate complaint which he bppoies to 
their threats and haughty language \ he reconciles their, attentipn hi 
an awful manner, by putting them in mind that thev hear one' 
whom their fathers and the>greateft Heroes iiad heard %vith defereneet 
He fides with neither, th^t he might not anger any one, while he 
advifes them to th^^proper methods of reconciliation f . and ho tp- 
pe.irs to fide with both while he praifes each, that they may be 
induced by the recolle^ion of one another*s worth to return to that 
amity which would bring fuccefs to the caufe. It was not however 
confident with the plan of the poem, that they (hould intirely be ap- 
: f cafed, for then the anger would be at an end, which was propofed 
as the fubjc^t of the Poem. Homer has ilt)t therefore made tbis 
ipeech to have its full fuccefs ; and yet that the eloquence of hia 
Neftor might not be thrown out of character by its proving unavail- 
able, he talces care that the violence with which tha difpute was 
■managed fhould abate immediately upon his fpeaking; Agamimnon 
fonfefles that all he fpoke was right, AcbiUcs promifes not to fight 
jfor Brife'n if flie fhould be fent for, and the council diiToIves. 

It is to be obferved that this chara^er of authority and wifdom in 
J^efkr, is everywhere admirably ufed hy Homer, and made to exeit 
itfelf through all the great emergencies of the poem. As he quiets 
the. Princes here, he propofes that expedient which reduces the army 
-int6 their order after the Sedition in the fecond bopk. When the 
Greeks ara in the utmoft difbeiTes, *tis he who advifes the buildic|f 
the fortification before the fleet, which is.- the chief means of pre* 
ferving them. And it is by his perfoafion that Patroclus puts on the 
armour of AehilUs, which occafions the return of that Hero, and the 
conqucft of Tr#y. 



A God like 
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dlike race of Heroes once I knew, 345 

as no more thefe aged eyes fhaU view \ 

there a chief to vaxthPmth^ut' hmc, 

the bolch, or Cifuns* deathleft name; 

I, endued with moie than mortal mi^ht; 

fyphemis, like the Gods in fight? 

tkefe of dd to toils of battle bred, 350 

ly youth my hirdf days I led ;. - 

ndth the thirft inrbkh*mtuoiis envy briids^ 

mit with love of honodraUe deedsw 

reft ef men, tkey piercM the momitam boar^ 

d the w2d defarts red with monfiers gore, 355 

irom ihkk bills the (haggy Qi^durs tore. 

lefe with Mi perfuafivear^ t fway^d $ 

JV^ ^e^ they Itten'd and obey'd. 

By yoath; ffv*n thefe efteemM me wife, 

n yoaog waririon, bear my'age advife* 360 

I, ieize not On the be^oceom flavoT 

prize the Grsdts by^comlooii fuftage gave: 

boOt JcbiUes, treat obr pnate ilrith pride ; 

logs be jaft, and fov'reign pow'r prefide. * '' 
the fisft honours of the waV adorn, ' jti; 

Sods in ftiengtb, and of ft Geddefii bomr 

awful majefty exaka lUb^ve 

Mr*fs of earth, and iceptet*d torn Qfjtve,. 

F5 £u 
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f.j^ both anite wydk Mil tonftitliagiBi^^ 
SoihallaQt]^)oQril!klift^!Qeikjb^ %i^ 

Leave me, maa^{.ti9^xtlwkAtkiilif iB^i 
Rale thoa thyfq^ m vmit adnsfifd li^ ag^ 
Forbid it Gq«i{ ^4iM/AflriU4l04o«^ . ^ 

The pride of Gretcf^ ^^kvimAidi^M hpir . \ ; 3^ 

This faid, he cs$^i 7^ j&iflg pf M«p W^liii: ' 
Thy years are awful, |«4 th^e MsOflAitfe hiS^ . . : 
But that Tii;<ii»ftiw^ ihaiJtttflQi^^ 
No laws can limits MTtQ^ MOMli* 
]^reh>pi4fj9H#4)i|l9P^|iG^^ll« J*® 

)fis9V>rdt])f (fi^, fu^k^^theLMdof aHf 
^iin rouil our ftglMi, AMI duf^ lOmiUf idteffi . 
What King cai\bQ|tf 4k rfiiaUt ilia iMqrf ' 
Grant that th$^ q$^ lof i«a|iMi(ftybrc^ hMft girV; 
Has foul reprg^f^ a priyflw k9V^ kQav'n 2 |^ 

)lere on thf Mosiyrfb't Ifoifih ^'riwttift Ivqjci^ 
And furious, thua^ ^d ktttXi^iing fpske. 
Tyrant, I w«ll4|WR?^liW4^^ 
To live t^r, ^^^ ^fAHlX |o. fcrf c in xain» 
Should I fuJ^K^I^fa^pW^dAcroB: 39a 

Coj^mand thy yjMh tm( qpniinaivl aoi MCr 
Seize on Bt^^jffii^ \Ktoiiihe. Gr^Kioffiihgiaitil 
My prize of war, yet tanwl^'icQitfina/d>, i 



And 
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Dd feize fecore ; No more JeMies dnwf 

u conquVing fword fai any woman's caafe. 39; 

lie Gods comiband ine to fbrgive the pafti 

t let this Mi invafion be the laft r 

r know, thy blood, ivhen next tfaoa dat*!! fnvlUle, 

ill ffaream in vengeance on my reekmg bhde. 

At this they ceas*d 1 (he (lem debate ejtpir*d ; 4c9 

a chiefs in fuUcn ma}eily redr- d. 

4cbille4 with Patneim took hii way, 

lerc near his Cents his hollow vefiek lay. 

an time Atriies lanndiM with numerous oan 

yell- rigged (hip kk Chry/a^ facrcd fiiom : 40$ 

|h on the deck was fair Chryfiis plaEc'd, 

] fage Ulifes with the comJoft grac*d : 



V. 394. N o more AchiUes drewt 

Hii conquph^ fi^cHrdin any ^omaf^s emtfi.J ' 

^AcMks prmnHb, ndt to c^tift for 'BrifeTs, he opreflei 2 itl» 
arp defpifing mt, J will not fight for the fake of a tocman i by 
'h he glances at Helena, and calls an oUiqoe refle£Hoft upon tho6 
tnaaders whom he is about to leave at the fiege for her cattie« 
may dtikttt how wcfl It Is Ainei^fl of Aft P<Mt, to maffie 6ne 
Oft the arooad t>f s quarrel which btfeaki an aUiknca thJC wife 
iiMVMd upon ftCMunt of another } and hMr ihwdk tka dfcttask 
li thus confidorad contnbutes to jtesp wf tfai aiifet'«f wioMHi^ 
anying oa the Poom beyond this di(fi>lMtk>9 ^ tbr oboBCtt. For 
If himfelf argius with &ije^ is the ^thJMadJ k it as xttibaaUo 
i^m ta retain his anger upon ^a aocoupc ^iifj^, m hr thar 
bars with all Grtete to catry^ oa » ^ute* nfPfi th^ ma ^ |iW!iaa» 
aot fcoDw that any commentator ^ar t?^ aoiiai of tiUi ^wafan 
bifflb, which 1 think a very obvio^f ouu 
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Safe in her fides, the liecatomb they fiow'4. 
Then fwiftly failing, cut the liquid road. 

The hod to expiate, next the King prepares, 410 

With pure luftratioRs, and with folemn pray'rs. 
Waih'd by the briny wave, the pious train 
Are cleansM ; and caft th* ablutions in the main. 
Along the fliore whole hecatombs were laid. 
And bulls and goats to Fhahm^ altar» paid. 41 ^ 

The fable fumes in curling fpiret arife. 
And waft their grateful odours to the lkies» 

The army, thus in (acred rites engaged, 
Atrides ftill with deep reientment rag'd. 
To wait his will two (acred heralds ftood, 420 

7alihybius and Eutjfiatei the good* 
Hafte to the fierce Achilles* tent (he cries) 
Thence bear Bri/eis as our royal prize : 
Submit he nvuft ; or if they will not part, 
Ourfelf in amu (hall tear her from hi3 heart.. 42; 



V. 413. TV aBlutioMi,'] AH oar former Englifi tianfUtions feeflt 
to have erred in the fenfe of this line, the word Xv/m^t« being- dif- 
ferently rendered by them, nffahy or entraiUy or fmrgaments, oror-' 
iorsy a grofs fet of ideas, of which Homer is not guilty. The wcrf 
comes from T^Ht eho, the fiime verb from whence ivikufMifiMrff. 
wliich precedes in the line-, is derived. So that the ienfe appears to 
' be a^ it is rendered here, \TTiffy wafh'd, and threw away tteir WaA- 
ings.] Perhaps this luftration might be nfed as a phyftcal remedy lA 
ekanfing them firom the infe6iion of the plague: zsPaufanias tells 
us it was by the Arcadians, from whence he lays the plague was caird 
^t'/x>j by the Crech, 

Th^ 
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Tb' unwilling heralds a£t their lord*a comminds ; 
Peaiive they walk along the barren fands : 
Arriv*d^ the Hero in his tent they find. 
With gloomy afpedl, on his arm redin'd. 
At awful diftancejong they filent ftand, 450 

Loch to advance, or fpeak their hard-conunand ; 
Decent confufion ! This the Godlike nan 
Perceived, and thus with accent mild began. 

With leaye and honour enter oar abodes. 
Ye iacred miniftcrs of men and Gods f 43 j 

I know your meflages by conftraint yon came; 
Not you, but your imperious lord I blame. 
Patroclus hafte, the fair Bri/eis bring ; 
Condudi my captive to the haughty King. 
Bot witnefs, hendds, and piodaim my vow, 440 

Witneis to Gods above, and men below I 



y. 430c As awfil difmtce fbit.y Thert was re^uirtd si v^ mw 
markable numagement to prefenre all the cbara^en which are con- 
ttrned in this nice coDJonAure, wherein the heralds yttxt to obey at 
their peril \ j^amemiion was to be gratify*d by aa infuit 00 jSchiffa | 
and Acbilks was to fnfFer fa as might become his pridc^ and not Jnve 
his violent temper provoked. From all this the Poet has found th» 
feeret to extricate himfelf, by only taking care to make his heralds 
And in fight, and filent. That they neither make jigammm§M^%, 
aajdly fnffer by uttering their mcifage inbmiffively, nor occaiSon a 
im^ l ieaiment ftcmJtcbiBgs by diemanding Brififs in the 1 



afar he ordered } and at the fame time AAtUet is gratifyM with the 
ipportonity of giving her op, as if he rather fent her tlum was forced 
to relinquifli her. The art of this has been taken notice of h% 



B«l 
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But fixft, lad'hsoddli to yout Prineededlare/ 

That lawlefs tyrant wfaofe cobiaiaddk yoa bekr; 

Unmov'd as death jy^/^ ihall reaiaiti, 

Tho* proflrate GmmfiMuid ;bk«d at ^^ v«hi« 445 

Slie raging Chief in frsntick 7>UibQ ]oft, 

Blmd to liimicli aodailekik to Jtk holly 

Unikiird to judgB Ac Jbtuire by the paft, 

InBloodandih«s^teHi«{M»ixtttkft. > ' 

Patroclus now th* «orwillng Kesofy brooght ; 450 

8b^ in fofc forrows^ And ik penfire thou^, 
Piift filent, o tbv ineralds iMld her hand. 
And oft look'd back, flow mormg o^er ijie Arand. 
Not fo his lofs the ^tnt Jfthilhs bore ; 
But fad retiring toihefounding ffi:ore, ^ 455 

O^ the wild nnrgin iof the deep \tt hnng^ 
That kindred deep from whence hk mother fpnmg : 



V. 4^1. ^<, tn J^Jl Jcrrowa^l Tbc "beba^iour off ri/m in hti 
^(|artUR Is no tela BeavtlfuIIy to»g}ned tb«D il^ foctaer. A ^<Kaff[ 
#r l(kr/$4» Poe.t h^f) lavimiea all hi? ^it and fH^jRoa in two lo^ 
f^chci on tbii occaftojij which the hofaldi fn\;u(l have wfl^t to 
hear: InAcad of whith, ^ofvcr gvvM u^ j^ iiiie piftve of JMCuxtr- 
Wie fise -Br/jf>"i faHng un^'illjosly UQn|^ -vnth a dd|«^hal aicp* 
melted in rrnJernf f^, and fiQt nble to^ uttrc ar word r And in die. 
Itne* immediately foJitwUigj we hijivf A c^fitKofit tf dkit in. th* 
l^toom^ rcfcjitnient Qf Mdi&ij >rhD fuddfbl; t^tiret t». the ihOr«^ 
■lid yen^t hit rage ?! ud to tb^ i^af. Thf^vnatjonof thenm^lboi 
jiJk ip tbis pUce adila a ^cf| bew^tQ^^^ ^i^^yph h<» haea cndWt 



Theft 
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There, bath'd jn'tcan of -anger and ctifibni. 
Thus loud lamemo} to tke fiotriny main. 

O parent GoddeA ! finoe la early l>loam 460 

Thy Ton moft fa2l> by ipo fevept a doon 1 
Sqie, to ib fluvt a rate of gloiy born, 
Greac 7^^ ^° ju(Hoel(^oo1d thb fpan adorn : 
Honour and fame at lead the ThundVer ow'd, 
And ill he pays the promife of aOod; 46^ 

If 

y. 458. *rhtre, batb*d in t^utn,'] Eufmtbm •biefv^ 09 thif jp|ict 
tikit it it no weakness in iitroet to wetp^ but the very eflMI or hu- 
manity and proof of a^^vierous temper; fpr whicb he o^cr^ievvral 
inftances, and ukes notice dnt if Sopboekt would not let^AV weep, 
it is becaufe be is drawn rat^fcr a9 a madflm lhi|i| a ^o. BiH tJ^ 
geoeral obfervation is pot all we can offer in excofe'for the tears of 
jkhilla: Hit are taya ^ t^^^gtr lyi^ difiltia .(9s I|^{|r» vf^vred tq 
call, them in the tranllation) of which a great and fiery temper is 
^fmn Tafceptible than any other ; and even in this cafe Homer has 
taken care to preferve the high charaAcr^ by making him retire to 
T^t hjs tears pot of Aj^t. And we nuy add to thefie an Qbfervsitioa 
«f whicb l|(ladasi Daatr In fond, the reafon why Agamemfiw yStX\ 
apt iiK tea^s fro?) Ojryfett, and Achilles does from ^rifets : Tho one 
|nvts WillhiKly from nis mifh-efsj and becaufe be docs it for bis 
peep}e*« li>^et^ it becomes an honour tp him : thff other 19 parted 
VByrill^ghr, aii4 bpcaufe his General tikes h^ by forci^ the aaion 
idfe^ si diih^noui- iipoQ him. 

V.-464. T*tf' Tkund'ref ow*dA Thk aHudef tp a ftory whicl|; 
MH^ te)l8 the emb^i&dors oFj^tfmemncn, JL 9. That he A^mI tf^f . 
4kQ^of twBO^tri: one left glorious at home, M blelled with 4 
Hair feng iHv ; the 'other full of glory at T^vy^ byt th^ ht 'm^% 
never to- Ritnrn* 'The altemati\{e being thua prcfoftd to him (opt. 
fnt^JupifeTt but Tbetji who xeveajed the deoTe} he chof; t|(e Utter*. ' 
lAicb he looks npon as his due, fince he gives aw9j| Ifngth ffC 12^ 
lerfts and'aiccordingJy when be comphui^ tp his wthcr <rfr tjir 
dtfgrace be fies under, it is in this mani^er be makes a davuM^ iq£ 
bq^OH^. 

' iH^. Jk iti Mhu ver]^ j^ditcionfly eVferves, that but fx this (bqp^ 
hig w ie Us g^ *^ certgifity'of bis (^ath at Tr^^ 4di^t chanrjEhnr 
CMld liMC- draiim W little cfteem'from the reader. A hero of a' 
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If yon* proud Mooarch thus thy fon defies, 
Obfcures my glories, and refumes my prize. 

Far in the deep receffes of the main. 
Where aged Octam hold3 his wat'ry reigo^ - 
The Goddefs mother heard. The waves divide i 47a 
And like a mift (he rofe above the tide j 
Beheld him mooming on. the naked fhores. 
And thos the forrows of his foul explores^ 
Why grieves my fon? thy anguifli let me fharr^ 
Reveal the caafe, and truft a parent's care. 475 

He deeply fighing faid : To tell my wo^ 
Is but to menUon what too well you know. 
From fbM faered to Afolto^ name, 
(Aetiw^t realm} our conquering army came^ ' 

.Witb 

I 

i^doas mind, bleft only with a fuperiority of ftrength, and invul- 
nerable into the bargain, was not very proper to excite adnniration ji 
but Hcmerhy this exqdifite piece of art has made him tbe grealeft 
dlf heroes,, who is ftill purfuing glory in contempt of deaths and even 
lindcr that certainty generoufly devoting hixnfelf in every aSion. ' , 

V. 47S. Frcm ThebS.] Homer who opened his t^oem with the 
t£Uon which immediately brou^t en AcbiUa^z anger,, being jiow to 
give an account of the fame thing again, takes his mt nx^ back- 
ward in the ftory. Thus the reader is ioformM in what he Hhoald 
know, without having been delayed from entering upon the proaufisd 
IbbjtQ. This is the firft attempt which we fee made towards the 
jpoetical method of narration, which differs from the hiftoncal> in 
that it does not proceed always dire^y in the fine, of tiaoe,'' but 
iboietiffies relates things which have gone before^ when a more peeper 
opportunity demands It, to' make the narration more infoJEaiuni or 
kautiful. 

Tl^ foregoing remark is in regard only to the ^A fix lioes of this 
fpeteh. VHut follows is a rehearfal of the preceding a^ioA of the 
Ijocmi alffloft in the ^mxr words he had ufed in the fpeaiiig it |, 
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With treafore loided and tFiumphant fpoOsy 480 

Whofe jaft divifion crown*d the foldier^B toils ; 

But bright Cbryfeis, heav'niy prize ? was led 

By vote felcacd, to the Gcn'ral's bed. 

The prief? of Fhahus fought by gifts to gain 

His beauteous daughter from the vi£lor*s chain ; 485 

The fleet lie reached, iind lowly bending down. 

Held forth the fceptre and the laurel crown. 

Entreating all : but Chief iroplorM for grace 

The brother kings cf jitreus^ royal race : 

The gen*rouft Greeks their joint cdnfent declare, 490 

The prieft to* reverence, and releafe the fairi 

liot {oJtnd^: He, with wonted pride. 

The fire infulted, and his gifts deny*d :' 

Th' infulced fire (liis God*s pecoliar 6u-e) 

ToPbabus pray'd, and Phabus heard the pray'r : 495 



ani 11 one 0/ thofe ftulti which hat with noft jaftioe been objefted 
to our Anthor. It it not to be deny*d but the account nuft ^ bo 
tedkroa, of what the reader had been juft before informed \ and 
efpedally when we are dvcn to onderfiaod it was noway neceffary, 
*by HiYaxAebiUe* fays at the beginning, that tbeth hum the wboUftmj 
strudh As to repeating tbe fame lines, a practice ofual with Ho- 
aMT, It ia not. fo excufable in this place as in tboft^ where meffagea 
ate deliveied in the word* they were received, or the like \ it being un- 
Bidtuil to imagine, that the Perfon whom the Poet introduces aa 
adoally ipeaking, ihould fall into the felf fame words that are ufed 
ia the narration by the Poet himfelf. Yet Milton was fo great an 
admirer and imitator of our author, as not to have fciupled even 
thtt kind oi repetition. The pafTage is at the end of his tenth book« 
adben AJiu^ havmg declared be would proftrate himfelf before God 
b aertain particular a£b of humiliation, thofe a^s are immodijitely 
after deftribed by the Poet ia the finae words. 
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With giant pride at Jove^ high throne he ftands, 

And brandifh'd round him all his hundred hands ; 

Th* afFrighted Gods confefsM their awful lord. 

They dropt the fetters, trembled and adored. 

This, Goddefs, this to his remembrmnce call, 530 

Embrace his knees, at his tribunal fall ; 

Conjure him far to drive the Greciatittdm^ 

To hurl them headlong to their fleet and main. 

To heap the ihores with copioos death, and bring 

The Grah to know the corfe of fach t King.; . ;)5 

Let JgamemnM lift his haughty head 

..0*er all his wide dominion of the dead, 

.'And mourn in Uood, that e*er he dorft dKgrace 

•The boldeft warriour of the Grecian race. 

Unhappy Ton ! (fair Thetis thus replies, {40 

-While tears celeftial uickle from her eyes) 
Why have I born thee with a mother's throes. 
To fates averfe, and nurs'd for future woes? 

*So fhort a fpace the light of heav*n to Tiew ! 

So jfhort a fpace ! and fillM with forrow too f 54$ 

O might a parent's careful wifh prevail. 

Tar, far from Iliw fliould thy veflTels fail. 

And thou, from camps remote, the danger flion. 
Which now, alas ? too nearly threaits my fon. 

Yet (what I can) to move thy i«iit Til go, 5 jo 

To great Olympus crown'd with flcjecy iko w« 

Mcaa 
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Mean time, fecure withia thy (hips from far 

fiehold the field, nor mingle m the war. 

T^e Sin of .Gods» and all th* scherial train. 

On the warm limits of the ^rtbeft main, SSL- 

Nov mix with mortals, nor difdaiv to grace ^ 

The Feafisof^/^/^Vsblamelers race; - 



f^jt Dtoderus, /. 3. are faid to be the inventors of pomps, facriiices, 
^lemn meetings, and. other ^loiioun paid.torthe Godt. Fnoiki 
hence arofe their chara6^r of piety, . which is here celebrated bv 
^rnner. Among tbefe there was an annual itt^ zt DhfpoBs, whtcn ' 
^mftatbius mentions, wherein they carryM abovt the fbtues of Ju" 
Piter and the other Gods; for twelve dajF«, according to their num« 
»cr : to which if we add the ancient cuftom of fetting meat bftfore 
'Wtues, it will' appear a rite from which this fable might ea^ly- 
Ui^. But it would be- a gnat miftake to imtgine ffbm thia place, 
^hat HflMer reprefentt the Gods as eating and drinking. upon earth: 
^ grofs notion he was never guilty of, as appears froib tbcfis vcriea 
Ui the fifth book, v. 340. 

(F9r mi the kretii ff man their life fuftains, 
iVor wiJK^i iHjbmug juice fuppUa their veins,) 

iCKTtlifft would have it, that by Jmfiter here is meant the jiOf, and 
Ikat the number tnoetoe hints' at the twelve figns ; but whatever may 
ic C^d ia a critical defence of this opinion, I believe the reader wiU 
ic iatisiied that Hmmer, coniidered as a Poet, would have his ma- 
hinery aaderftood upon tliat fyftem of the Gods which is properly 
^reieisM, 

One my take notice here, that it were to be wiflied fome pafTage 
fen found in any authentick author, that might tell us the time of • 
Ik year when tbe Mtbiofisni kept this Keftival at DiofpoUss For from 
hence OK might determine thf jftciie feafi>n of thf year whctdn the 
Aiom of tbe IBtut 9Tt lepreiented to have happened j and perhaps by 
hat means farther expUiji the hcaaty a»d .propriety of many paflageat 
• thcPoeou ^ ^ 
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Twelve days thc*pow'« indolgfe'dife'gcdaf rft^* 
Returning with the l^IfHi- r^olvin^ lig|W. 
Then will I modnetlil(*^a!E«i Abi/n, andhinbH - $6li' 
Tke liigh tribunal of 1fttt[^>Hif 70^^ 

The Goddefs 4'p6(tt^. Tht i^nih^ w«»<6'«iiddre^' 
Then down the deep' dih pibbj^ ffom wbentte UttHUe, 
And left him forrowing on the lonely coaH, 

!lfr Cbryfuft port «># £ige Viffa rode 1 
B^^eath the deck the defiioM viAittSr &wM : 
The flllt' they: farrd» they la&^d tihie inaff dOTe, 
Ailddto^th«fi-anch6f^ and tlitlpninatoei^'d::. 
Ncxt'oB ^v-flibre'tkmr heeaiomb chey hmdv , 57l(^ 
C^F^i/ liiit defoending on the ftraad. 
Her, thus returning from the furrow'd main, 
Vliffei led to Phahus* iaicrcd fine ; 
Where at his folemn altar^- as the maid 
He gave to Ci^r;^, thus the Hero faid. 575 

Hail rev'rekd priefti to PBaha' mSA domier 
A fopjiWarit T frott great Jtrhh^toixit: 
Unraditar'd here receive the ^xitleftfaiir 1 - 
A^^ the heqitomb the Gr«nb« prepares . , * ' 

And may thy God who fcatters darts around, ■ ; 58# 
Atton^d by &6iiflce, deM to wotod. 

At thh^ the She enbnei^ttm&wgdU^ 
Sofii^yloft^>i&l|Etrijibag^tLtBnaii; ,. 

T*hai' 
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Then near tLe alttr of die darting King, 

Difpos'd in rank their hecatomb they brng': jgj 

With water purify their teinds; and td^e 

The iicred ofF Ving of th6 falfed calce ; 

While thus with ami dordntif rais'd in air. 

And foleoin voioe, thft Prieft dire^ hiB pray*r. 

God of Has fihrer bot^, thy ear incHhie, 599 

Whofe powV aidrc!l»-Cy/& the divin* J 
Wfaofe (acred eye th^ Tentioi furveys. 
And gilds fair Chy/a with difUngaifhM i^y& f 
If, fir'd to vengeance at thy pdelTs r^ucft. 
Thy direful dam inllia the ragittgpeft I 59 j 

Onoe more attend! a^^it the wafieful woe. 
And Anile propitious, dnd Unbeiid thy boi^. 

So Chryfes pray'd, Afollo heard his pray'r: 
Aad now the Grnh their hecatoihb pr^pti^i 
Between their boBis the fitted batley threw, 60a 

Apd with their heads to heav^nthe viaims flew:. 

the 

V. 600. the fiufrfieeA If we confider this pifll^ it W not ntd« 
to flune in poctryt All d^t can be dode ii to'giVe it'numbers, and 
cnioinMir to let the paitictdan in' a diMoA viKir. But if we tak6 it 
in another li^t,- and as a nece of learning, it it Valuable fot' bting the 
■Mft exaft* account of toe ancient £iitnfi(X8 any whrt% left ns. 
Thheie fit^ the pDrifiiiation^ by watiine -of hands: Secojidlv the 
offning «p- of Prams : Thirdly the Mora', or bartey-dakea tbiWn 
upob the viAim : Fonrthly the numner of Idllihg it with the' head 
tuwd upwm49 t«- th0 cd«fKal Oods fas'tHby tbmed it' do^rnWlnb' 
when they oflfeicd to the infemals :) Fifthly thefr iilefthl^ thlT tbiglfa 
tad fat for their Gods at the btft of the facrifice, and the difpofing 
lUot them picc«i cut from nrcry part for a scprcfenuxiQii o( ^ 
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The limbs they fever from th* jnclofing hide; 

The thighs, felefied to the Gods, divide: 

On thefe, in double cajvk involved ivith art^ 

The choiceil morfels lay from eimyparu > 605 

The prieft himfelf before his altar ftands. 

And bams the offVing with his •holy haods. 

Poors the black wine, and fees the flames a^re]; 

The youth with inftruments fummnd the fixe: - 

The thighs thus facrific'd, and entrails dreft, 610 

Th* aMants part, trans6x, and roaft the reft : . 

Then fpread the tables, the repaft prepare. 

Each takes his feat, and each receives hb ftare. 

When DOW the rage of hunger was repreft. 

With pure libations they conclude the feafti 615 



whole ; hence the thighs, or f/unfiat are Arequently uled in Hmgr 
and the Gredt Poets for the whole vi^imj Sixthly the libation of 
wise : Seventhly confumiag the thij^ in the ate of the altar s 
Xighthly the facrificers dreffing and feafting on the reft, with joy and . 
hymns to the Goda. Thus pta£hiady have the ancient Poets, 1^ in 
particular H0ner, written with a care and refpeA to religion. One 
may qweftion whether any country, as much a ftranger to Chriftianity 
as ¥Pe are to heathenifm, might be fo well informed by our Poets in 
the wor/bip belonging to any profeflion of religion at prefent. 

I am. obliged to take notice how intirely Mf . Drydkm has roiftakoi 
the fenie of this pafTage, and tbe cuftom of antifoity \ for u bit 
tratoflation, the cakes are thrown into the fire inftead ii being caft 
on the vi£tim j the facrifictrs are made to eat the thighs and what- 
ever belonged to the Gods ; and no part of the viAhn is conium'd 
for a burnt offering, fo that in tStO, there is no facrifice at all* 
Some of the miftakes (particobrly that of Uirmiw t^e rutfi mmmt «a 
tkt/fits, whkh was not known in Bmar't days) he wm led into 
by ChaftmoB^B uanflatioa. 



The 
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The youths witb winr (Im cppi^o^ ^Ifti mHvp^4» 

And pleas'dy difpeofe th^ flowipg h^wjp AK)^* 

With hymns diviiie |hf jeyows buqaet mis, 

Thf P^r^ff/ l^ngthfR^d *tiU th^ fiui ftcTcindi : 

The Gneh rt^ot% |to gm«fi4 aoiif fgckmt < ^^ 

i^i/a Mens, aQ(| ^i^pn>v« the iJMig. 

*Twas nigbli ihc Chie^'MiA.Aihciir vffiU Kc, 
'Tm rofy iMin bsApttrpIid o'er the Iky : 
Then lanneh, and hdfe the Q«fti indulgdiu gaiety 
Sopply'd by Pi^gtifU fill the fwdltng iails ; 625 

The milk-white C4Avas bellyiog as they blow» 
The parted oeean ibams and roari below : 
Above the boutvUsg bilJows iw^t they flew, 
*TSl now the Grecian camp appeared in vjew. 
Far on the beach they haul tbeir bark to land, 630 

(The crooked keel divides the yellow faad) 
Then part, where ftretch^d ailoag the winding hay 
The (hips and teats in mingled proipeft lay. 

But raging ftill amidft his navy fiite 
The ftem AcbtlUt, lled^ in bis hate; 635 

Nor mixM in eombace, nor in ipooncil joip*d| 
Bat wafting cares hiy heavy on his mind : 
In his bkck thoughtt revenge and flaoghter rdU^ 
And fcencs di bbod xiU drtadfol in his foul. 

Twdve days wfrtpaftyaod now the dawning Kght 64^ 
The Gods had faoMnooM to th* Oijmfiim heighu 

Voi» L G 7«^* 
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Jove Mt afcending from the wifry bowVs, 

Leads the long order of aethereal powVs. 

When like the mormng mift in early day, 

Rofe from the flood the daughter of the Tea ; 645 

And to the feats divine her flight addreft. 

There^ &r apart» and high above the reft. 

The Thand*rer (ate ; where old Olympus fiiroads 

His hundred heads in Heav'A, and props the clouds. 

Suppliant the Goddeis flood : One hand flie placM 65* 

Beneath his beard, and one his knees embraced. 

If e'er, O £stther of the Gods ! flie iaid. 

My words could pleafe thee, or my a^ons aid ; 

Some marks of hocour on my fon beflow. 

And pay in glory what in life you owe. 655 

Fame is at leafl by heav'nly promife due 

To life fo fliort, and now diflionour'd too. 

Avenge this wrong, oh ever juft and wife ! 

Let Grace be humbled, and the Trojans rife ; 

*Till the proud King, and all th' Achaian race 660 

Shall heap with honours him they now difgrace. 

Thus Thetis fpoke, but Jove in fllence held 
The fecret counfels of his breafl concealed. 
" '•Not fo repuls'd, the Goddefs dofcr prcft. 
Still grafpM his knees, and urgM the dear requefl. 665 
O Sire of Gods and Men ! thy fuppliant hear, . 
Refttfe, or grant ; for what has Jove to fear; 

.. .Of 
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Or oh ! declare, of all the pow*rs above 
Is wretched Ibetis leall the care of Javt ? 

She faid, ixai fighing thas the God repGes, 670 

Who rolls the thunder o*er the vaulted ikies. 

What hail thou aik*d ? Ah why (hould Jvue engage 
In foreign contefis, and domedick rage. 
The God's complaintd, and Jun6'% fierce alarms^ 
While I» too partial, aid the Trtjan Arms ? 675 

Go, left the haughty partner of my fway ' 
With jealous eyes thy dofc accefs furvey ; 
But paft in p^ace, fecure thy pray V is fped : 
Witnefs the iacred honours of our head. 
The Nod that ratifies the will divine, (i%% 

The faithful, iix*d, irrevocable fign ; 
This feals thy fait, and this fulfils thy vows < P ' ■ 
He fpoke, and awful bends his fable brows ; 

Shakes 

V. 681. *rbt faithful, /he'd, irrevocahU fgnJ] There are amotg 
Bien three things by which the efficacy of a promife may be made 
void J the defign not to perform it, the want of power to bring 
it to paifs, and the inftability of our tempers j from all which 
Hmur faw that the divinity muft be exempted, and therefore he 
describes the nod, jot ratification of Jupiter i word, as faithful^ 
in oppofition to fraud ;• Jure of being performed, in oppofition to 
weaknffs, and irrevoca^, in oppofition to our repenting of a promile* 
Sufiathim. 

y. 6S3. He fpoke, and awful hends.] This deicriptioa of the 
Majefty of Jufiter has fomething exceedingly grand and venerably* 
Macrwiui reports, that Phidias having made his Ofyn^an Jt^iter, 
which pafl for one of the greateft miracles of art, was aikM from 
what pattern he framed fo divine a figure, and anfwered, it waa. 
from that archetype which he found in thefe lines of Homer, The 
fikneatttbor has alio taken Aotice oSyirgiVt UBuUXm^Vti 1* ^* 

Cz Discerat^ 
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Shakes his ambroTial citrlf, and ghrei the nods 
The fiamp of fate, and ftoaioa pf tht God : 68| 

High Heav'n with trembling th« dread %Dal took^ 
And all Olympus t6 the centre (ho6k. . . 

Swift to tke fead profound tfae Ooddeft Vttn^ 
Jove to his Harry maofioti in the fkkt. 
The (hiniog fyiiod of th' immortals wait 69O 

Tha coming God, ted from thair thrf^aas of Aate 
Arifmg filcnt, wrapt in holy feair, < 
Before the Majeily of Htev*n appear. 
Trembling thcjr fland^ while 7k;# affumei tha tfaroMk 
All, bat the God*s imperious Queta akme : . 6% 



Pixerat, idque ratum Stygii fer Jkmiik frmrh, 
Per ^i^e tcrrentti atrofue voragine ripat \ 
Annuit, & Muiii nutu trmefech dlympum. 

Here indeed he has preferved the ncd with its ftupendous effe£l, the 
aukihg the heavens tremble. But he has neglected the defcription of 
the eye-brows and the Jiair, thofe chief pieces of imagery fron^ whence 
the artift took the idea of a countenance pro^r for the King of 
Odds and Men. 

Thus far Ma&t^^ts, whotn Statiger Mfwfers ia this tnanliM-; ili 
Mm Phidtam, out fM htdir Pi>kii*t: P^tiam JUit HdilieM ftiio ihm 
fiWjii Jtrvdn nen cai-ere Jiiftrcihis QT defme, 

y. 694. /ove liffi/^es the lhr<nte,\ As Htt^wr Ikiilbes the fifftcMldl 
df his rhen to be ohe cbntinued fceAe ti aMger, whereby the Grt^tn 
dkleft Vfcaihe divided, fo he makes the fitft meeting of the Obdi M^ 
^^t Ipait in the faftie ^aiTK^n j wherry Jf*piter k tnwe 4ht*d te tM 
the Trojans, ^nd Juno more incenfed againfl them. Thus tke at%a 
of the Po6m goes ch : The anger Svhtch be^h the book ofei^prckdt 
afl exffteAt beiAgs by the Utvtr «hd W \t : Heaveta md earth "hteiiift . 
cst^aged io the nibjeift, by which ft rB%s to a great importance in (ft» 
itader*8 eyes, lyid xs haftefi^d «o«%feH into the bti/kldft fcchM^f ttCHte 
dtat pan be fHln^fl tpda that VidbsA flAcUi. 
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Late had Ae view*il the filveriboced dame. 

And all her paffiont ktndkd into flame. 

Say, artful naoager of hea^'ji iQnt cries) 

Whonow partdces the fircfcto i>f tfceftica? 

Thy Jwto knows aot ike decrees of fete» 700 

In vain the parlaief of leBpeiJel Aite. 



y. 698. Say, MBtfiil MM4Spr.] Tbe OU$ «a4 Oo|Mqf kiAf 

defcribcid with aU the defire; an^ p^afoi:^^ the ptiHons and humours 
o^imnkindy ^4ie <»i m p e« * at of t have takoR a lic<^0oe fceax tbeacc 4b 
draw not only moral oh&rn^i^ bvt iiiji jQ»^ical refie^ionc put fif 
this part of the Poet. Thefe I am forry to fee fail ifo hard upon 
womankind, and ^I tf7mi^* xm^Bt. Soon^tm^ % pQAafff tl^em 
a leflbn for their curionty and unquietne&, and at otner times for 
their loud and vexatkup tompv*^ 7b«v dirierrfs ilm 99 tbe ^Qt 
hand, yupiter thunders ^hem opt on th^ othf^i*, "and the Je^meji 
gentlemen are vtii particular in enlarging widi wmarfM «n 4wtli 
fti^ In hor <6cil /p^ch IJbcy inij^ tjie J'pf ( ie£cjribp th^ inaui£ti«f 
tunper of womankind in generiiy and their reftlefTneft if they arc 
aot admitted iato Oftrj ^4ei. Jn hi? ^wer t^ tbif« Umv tOMt 
thofe methods of ^ve remonftrance by which it is proper (or huf- 
hinds to calm thm. f kir BC(>ly# ^t^r ^pd »r ii the n»fipi2p ^ 
Vomen to be more obftinate for bei.ng yieldpd to : And in his focond 
fctum to her> they fee the laft method to he ujlcd with t^MJl 
uon failure ef the fiHj^, >v}uch is the Ofrciie of foverej^ aa^ 

idr. Dryden has tranflati;^^! ^^^ tiiritb J^ JltpMrfk ivitrixx jwo^ tljft 
Uies, and fpirited tbe 'whole with 4atiA'cd additions of his own. 
But Madam Dacier iwitf |^ fWhwe #a^|miaei^ jiiyion ^y 

S»d Biihop of Tbeffalonica, for his lage admonitions againft the JFair 
) has not taken the leaft notice of this general defe£Hon fmm 
eomplai£mce in all the comment arms. Slie fecms willing to givr tbe 

J|«|riile%PMl tp ri^ffat ^ faJiy wd fiju^er of pi^yu^ JAto^he 

jJiaSMly Ai it is more JwWc jpri luSTM^ke in jgpAer^i >ut^ it i* 

g'lfff«£k&l^tlK l-i^ii^E i(Xj*drticjjJafi AoriJijiW y/t (apyjuor^ 
iMm C^iflW b«e inpwioficd what ^h^fe old feJ(pw;i hjntf 
fifngjlaih who a^y jfrajgn xhi? pnayrfij^. 



Gj ^Yian 
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What favourite Goddds then thofe cares divides. 
Which Jove in prudence from his confort hides } 

To this the Thnnd'rer : Seek not thou to find 
The (acred counfds of almighty mind : 705 

InvolvM in darkneis lies the great decree, ' 

Nor can the depths of hxt be piercM hy thee. 
What fits thy knowledge thou the firft fhalt know ; 
The firft of Gods above, and Men beldw } 
JBat thou, nor they, Ihall fearch the thoughts that roll 7i# 
peep in the clofe receiTes of my foal. 

Fall on the Sire the Goddefs of the flues 
Roird the large orbs of her rosjeftic eyes, 
And thus returned. Anftere Saturnius^ iay, 
I^rom whence this wrath, or who controuls thy fway ? ^^ 
Thy boundlefs will, for roe, reniains in force, 
Ar.d all thy counfels take the deflin'd courfe. 
But 'tis for Greece I fear : For late was feen 
in clofe confult the filver- footed Qaeen. 
^ove to ills Thetis nothing could deny, 7x0 

Nor was the fignal vain that (hook the iky. 



V. 713, Roird the large orbs,'] The Greek is Bowitk flr«TW«*Hpi, 
which is commonly traiSlated the venerable ox-eyd Jano. Madam 
Vacier very well obfcrves that B^ is only an augmentative partidcj 
and fignifies no more than valdi. It may be ^dded, that the imasi- 
)iation that oxen have larger" eyes than ordinary is ill grounded, and 
has no foundation in truth 5 their eyes are no larger iii proportion 
than thofe of men, or of moft other animals. But be it as it wiH» 
the defign of the Poet, which is only to exprefs the largeoefs of her 
eyes, is jufweicd in 'the paraphrafc. 

Wbst 
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What fetal favour has the Goddeis won. 

To grace het fierce,^ inexorable foa ? 

Perhaps in Grecian blood to drench the plain. 

And glut his vengeance with my people ilain. 725 

Then thus the God : Oh reftlefs &te of pride. 
That ftrives to learn what heaven refolves to hide ; 
Vain is the fearch, prefumptuous and abhorred. 
Anxious to thee, and odious to thy Lord. 
Let this faffice 1 th' immutable decree .730 

No force can (hake : What i/» that ought tabe. 
Goddefs fubmit, nor dare our will withiUnd, 
But dread the pow*r of this avenging hand 1 
Th* united ftrength of all the Gods above 

In vain refiftsth* omnipotence of T'^'v^* 735 

The ThandVer fpoke, nor duril the Queen reply 1 
A rev'rend horror filencM all the (ky. 
The feaft difturb'd, with forrow Vulcan faw. 
His mother menacM and the Gods in awe ; 
Peace at his heart, and pleafure his defign, 740 

Thus interpos'd the Architedl divine. 

The 



■ V. 741. Thus interpos'd the ArchiteSf di'vitte.'\ This quarrel of the 
Gods being come to its height, the Poet makes Vulcan idterpof'-, 
who freely puts them in mind of pleafure, inofFenfively advifes 
^fuMf iUuftrates his advice by an example of his own misfortune, 
Unraing the je|b on himfelf to enliven the banquet ; and concludes 
the part he is to fupport with ferving Ne^ar about, Hmiier had 
G4 here 
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The wretched qaarreb of (he BSCMtal fbte 

Are far anwortby, G6ds \ of yttor debate : 

Let men their days in f<pnfele6 ftrife employ. 

We, in eteroii jpeice, ibd ttiliSatiX j<^. 74; 

Thou. Goddeft iBOther, wkh 0«f fiit eOtttlf, 

Nor breik the (koed tfitfeii of the fty : 

Left, roiiz*d to rage, he fhake the Ueft aboda. 

Launch the red lightning, and dechrdie the godi. 

If you fubmit the thiiml*fer fiands appeiii^di 75O 

The gracious pOw> b wiAiog to be pleasVI. 

Thus Vuhim fpoke ; ittd rifing with a faocmt. 
The double boMd tdth i>arU9bg HfittiaP' CrOWb'd, 
Which held to Jim \n k tfceartil W<y, 
Goddeis (he cry'd) be patfent «id obey. yj{ 

Dear as } on are, if Jiwf his arta cx te tid ^ 
I can hot grieve nnaUe to defend. 
What God Co daring in your aid to move. 
Or lift his Hand againft the force of Tvr^^ 

he.e his Mtnervs or Jf^fdom \o ioterpoSfe tpuoy tad every oAci 

Jpaliry of the mind refided in Heaven noder the appeanace <f 
L>me Dtlty : So that his introducing Vukany proceeded not firan 
a want of choice, but an in£ght into nature. He knew that i . 
friexMi to mirth often diverts or ilopa quarrels, efpedally whea iM 
contrives to iuWnit h'rmfelf to the laugh, and 'preimilt on the aagiy 
fo part in good humour, or in a difpofition to fijendibip j ' vrbea 
grave reprdfenutions are femetimes reproaches, lometimes lengthen 
-the debate by occalloning defexice^ and (hair timfi jatgoduce aco 
ftftin iafto the coafe^oeaeea of it. 

Qnct 
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[| your 0Mi€ I (At hit mccliIcA uuffaip yoo 

headlong downward from:^ cthcrid4ii^» 

i tbcday in ttpM cirdes -found; 

i die San defiynded, ^ow^h'-dHhe^gioiiidj 

els I feU» in giddy noiuNildb; 

n/i^/inR/ rais^ meon •Ike {.MMftMr-^oait. 765 

Sud, and^o bfr^Hands the gMtt^Mt% 

» widi a*finile, fhe wUie-aru^d QoeeB:itoifiv*4. 

the reftbe-fiO'di md, in>his tain» 

> hit lip appl)rVi«iho«neAar?d.ani. 



io^hcv vein or iiUgory fi^r hiJJrn kn^wlt^ in .fiatlftm 
W9 We CDniid<rre4 JiJ'iffr ^nd^uifoit ^eMu ^pA' tht ^ur, 
haute i» mtemip^ vthtfi ibt \it h rrotibi^^V)?^ bot 
Main when it LB.cJe^rol by'b»tj or yt/k^k%ht Q^<lf H^t. 
foill 1 divine artificer, from the aftiViry^or tentral^liit of 
qtwbtjg' Tliey fuppofe hip; to U lorn e in mavcn,.. where 
len £ir ^^^ c^en^<:nt h^a its pf opf r pbc« ^ ai)tf is .thesce dt^ 
dlKiorth, ufhi^b is fighifi^d by th? C^U of Vukan.^ \iiat be 
SMwir, becaafe tbitlHi^d abounds wi^h fubtenamn fires ) 
*be coatr^fkcd a UmenerB or Jmperfcflton by the tall) tE« ' 
"Wilis fv fvre vid ^Ivc bebw^ bac mix^j andterrcftti^ 

Smp^ hilUibooli^ Thk9»t t))ejfft pia||^.yrhci!B j't-^tvUd 
je.j bcipy>fe.thBjl«i«n,i(hC;i8 here 
. Lto*tliejsiip>jgif^.it jUipco/iQPyDl' 
I maaoer deaaancs the epithet. . ^ 
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J^ukan with -auk ward grace his ofHce pfa'es, 770 

And unextinguiQi'd laoghter (hakes the ikies. 
Thus the bled Gods the genial day prolong, ; 

In feafts afvibrorial, and c^eftial fong^ , 

Jpol/o tun*d the lyre; the Mufes nmnd 
; With voice^a}ternate aid the filver found.. 775 

Mean tirpe the radiant Sue, to mortal fight . 

Defcendingrwift^ roird down the rapid light. 

Then to theirftarry domes the Gods depM» 

The fhining monuments of /Wrii«*a art;. 



,.-^V. 771. -Laughifer fiaiet the fiiat] Vuk^n -defijBoed^^p aove 
lau{brer by taking upon him the office of HAe and Gawfmede', yn^ 

' his aukward limping carriage. But though he pnjvailedi^. and Bmff 

. tells you the Gods did laugh, yet he takes care no^ to mention a 
wprd of bis lamenefs. It would have been cruel m him, and wit 
out of feafon, to have enlarged with derifion upon an imperfe^Hofl 

. w^lch is out of one*s power to remedy. According to this good 
Da"ur*d .opinion of Euftatblut, Mr. Dryden has treated Vulcan a littk 
t)arbarou/!y^ He makes his charafter perfedily comical, he is tlie 
jeft of the board, and the Gods are very merry upon the imperfec' 

. tibhs of his figure. Chapman led him into this error in genera), » 
vrell as mto fome jndecencies of expreffion in particular, w|uch wHi 
he (cen upon comparing them. 

For what concerns the laughter attr)t>uted jiese to the Cods, ^ 

. the Notes on lib, 5, a/. 517, 

V. 778. Tien to tbetr ftany Dmet,"] THe Aftrologeirs affifa 
twelve houfes to the Planets, wherein they are faid to have dominioo* 
Now becaufe Homir tells us Vulcan built a manfioh for every C^ 
the ancients write that he :firft gave o^cafion for this doctrine** 
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tm his couch redin'd his awful head, 780 

Yuno flumber*d on the golden bed. 



80. Jove M bii cough recltjCd bh tnoful htJ.J Eujlathht 
a diftln^Uoii between ««0f i/^f »» and vvn^v ; the wordi which 
1 at the end of this book^ and the l)€gmning of the next^ with 
to Jufiter^t fleeping. He fays KoAt^hw only meant lying 
B a dilpofition to ileep ; which Alves the contradi^on that 
old follow in the next book^ where it is faid Jupiter did not 
I only mention this to vindicate the traniUdofl which differs 
Ir. Dryden^u 

ts been remarked by the fchoUafts^ that this is the only book 
twenty-four without vkj finik, a figure in which Homer 
I erery where elfe. The like remark is made by Madam 
upon the firft of the Odyjpy \ and becaufe the Poet has obfenr'd 
le conduct in both works, it is concluded he thought a fimpU« 
ftyle, without the great figures, was proper during the Mt 
itkm of the reader. This obiervation may be true, and admits 
led reafonings ; but for my part I cannot think the book had 
le worfe, tho* he had thrown in as many fimla u yirgU hat 
M JEntid. 
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The ARGUMENT. 

The tfSal;of the army and ^iatalfjgue of the 
forces. 

TU PITER, in purfuance ef the re^ueft of Tbcdf, 
fends a deceitful 'vifion to Agamemnon, pirfmaSng him 
to lead the army to battel i in order to make the Gredci 
fcnfible of their 'want of Achilles. The General^ who is 
deluded luith the hopes of taking Troy nvithoui his af 
fftaneey hut fears the army <was dfcouraged hy bis abfenti 
and tBe late plague^ as 'well as by length of time, em* 
trives to make trial of their difpofiticn by a ftraiagem. 
He firfi communicates his defign to the Princes in eomuH 
that he would propofe a return to the foldiers^ and that 
they Jhould put a Hop to them if the prcpofal ivas emhreKid, 
Then he affemblcs the luhole hoft^ and upon moving fir m 
return to Greece, th:y unantmoujly agree to it, and run 
to prepftre the fhips, They are detained byr the Manetgt" 
ment of UlyfTes, ij^ho cbaftifes the infolence of Theiftei. 
The Affemhly is recalled^ fevcral fpeeches ^made on the mtM' 
fion^ and at length the ad<vice of Neilor followed, nsAkh 
ivas to make a general mufter of the troops ^ and to eSvidt 
them into their federal nations^ before they proceeded #» 
hattcL This gives occafion to the Poet to enumerate nil thi 
forces of the Greeks and Trojans, in «. large eatafogui^^ 
The time empiofd in this hook confijls not intirefy of em 
day. The fcene lies in the Grecian camp and mfom tit 
fea-Jbore\ toward the end it removes to Troy. 
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NO W pleafing (leejp bad feaPd tuh outttal tje. 
Stretch -d in the tents the Grecian Leaders Ik, 
Th' immortals flarober'd on their dirones tbovej 
An, but the ever wakeful eyes of Jow. 



V. J. Now pTeafir^fleefy SccJ] Ariftotle tells us in the twcnt^w 
'fizth chapter of his art of poetry, that this place had been obje^ed to 
by feme criticks in thofc times. They thought h gave a very ill Idea 
of the military difcipllne of the Greeks, to represent a whole army 
unguarded, and all the Leaders afleep \ TRey alfb pretended it wvs 
ridiculous to dcfcribe all the Gods neeping.'befides Tar^/Vfr. To both 
thcfc Ariftetle anfwers, that nothing i^ more alualbr allowable than 
that figure- which puts afl for the gteiterpart. One may add with 
refpeA to the latter Criticifm, that nothing could ^vt a better image 
of the fuperiority of Jupiter to the other Gods (or of the fopreme 
Being to all (econd caufes) than the vigilance here afaibed to him, 
iver all things divine and humaa« 
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4ia dwi gnw— ill »c jrgfSwr rf Ac ajiltt, 

Fij hence, dduding Z>r/«« / and ligkt as air, * 
To Agmntmm^% ample tent repair. lo 

Bid Um in aims draw forth (h* enibattd*d train, 
Leadudl hia Grtdam to die duityf lain. 



y. o, FJF bmef^ddnSug inauX It ippeirt from Ari^U^ P«^ 
«|^. »6. that HoMv WM jiKtiftd ^iiBpic^» for making ^^V<r the 
aothor of a lye in this paflage. It- ten tliere were anoently theft 
wwdi in hb fpeech to the dream \ AihfUf K oi Jvx^ tlfMm, 
Let m pme bim great ghty, (InfteaiS of which we Ipve in the pa|fait 
mill, IMt^v*! lijBiflbi' •4>9ir7au} But H/MfM; found a wy to 
Wmg offiffiMMfr, only by phdng the accent on U&llltfyllable bvt OBe» 
AiJlJfMv for Ai^ofMMKi) the infinitiye for the imperative) which 
•mooatt to no more than he bade the dream to promiic him great 
jMgr. \9mBi9m9bmiB'^Smm9*Btf^hi.:t.^. tUtrntOF thii mn- 
tatioo intirely» and will noC allow there wm any lie in the cafe. 
« ajgmmmtu (faytiie) wia^iiewd by thadwMatoileai wft <tf the 
^.£MBEet 4of .the Ctah, [lU^tniiji «it tbe.iQ9r4} and fvtniied the 
^ iriQory on that condition i Now AcUOes and nia loroea not bdag 
M ibmmoned to the.iAiiri>lr wyth theneft, iM >iiMtlleft 4bft>M 
^ yafiter )rom hia promife;* Thia remarli Madam Baa'tr has in- 
teed without mentioning iti author. Mr. Deaar takes notice of a 
jgQ^ iA'thefcttptnce eiaft|y,par|aUd to thii* where r Cod ia«re- 
jaiftated j— kii>g ufe of tht t m n ^g^l Vf dfhk. cti^aturts to.acopinDltfi 
Tm Msmcnts. ^Tia la . x CShrss* ch. .18. ,¥. j$y tiO, ax. ^jm 4' 
JUrljSi, Who mtt feAait 4Ath, tkat bt m^ fo mt .itni U( gt 
AamethGikad?.^W.itwv ttm^f^nh.^ Mrit^ ^JM kAn ^ 



Wiemmtkf AUU.fndJmR^ firth,. aai IjunU'fe^ bmAm^ 
jmd.traml^i CoJerti:MmfJ9je.'lakrPt^ 

Sectiftf 
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e, ev*o now *tii given him to deftroy 

fiy towers of wide extended Tr^. 

w no more the Gods with fkte contend 15 

9'8 fait the lieaTVily factions end. 

5tioD bangs o*er yon devoted waS, 

)dding Jtiem Wilts th* impending fkll. 

t as tfie word the vain Illafion fled, 

ds, and Iifovers o^er Atriitf head j JO 

d ID the figore of the Tyiian Sage, 

n*d for wifdom, and rever'd for age ; 

! his temples fpreads his golden wing, 

m dit Hatt>h)g lAtasn detehrei (be King. 

Ul^hoiH wftii «H « Moniroii^ «im opfreili a j 

«m^I(mI cai'ft^amduleethyiiift? 

i<(£aef who m^^ nations guides, 

h cotmcD, and in war prefidei, 

oil hs fkfeiy a wfa(rie icople xmeij 

lid'RRigi^^ts in indrieflt lepofe. 9^ 



that MTt t 
■BftifedabtQt kitty to eawdi tint 



VHiit btuitifoHy tutmti, wd upeeaMt to ^hMophjr. It 
MiJysliNKly toiiitimttethttfcittol)C«hefae«f SMfiiaU 

It tetil BuflV l fc a «f tlK 
WiimiftyhM during <wdMp. It ^tdm the igMC ^ like 



Ikd analoe, ii the eomntii xAjett^ o«r drenm. JLad jaft 



nt laiU to Kawd « 4»ii w. W^JeMftiiaaB^flMie 
lively Euftatbiuu J>mm^ 

Monaidi 
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Monarch awake I 'tk Jove*s command I bear> 

Thou, and thy glory, claim bis heavenly care. 

In juft array 4raw forth th^ embatterd train. 

Lead all thy Grecians to the dufty plain ; 

£v*n now, O King ! 'tis given thee to di^llroy 3; 

The lofty towVsof wide extended Troy. 

Tor now no more the Gods with fate contend, 

Atjuno'i fuit the heav'nly fadlions end. 

Deftrudion hangs o'er yon' devoted wall, 

And nodding Ilion waits th* impending fall. 40 



V. 33. Drav forth tb' mhatt^*d traiii, te.] The dietm ben 
repeats the inefla^e otjupittr in tbe fame tensi that he recehred it. 
It it no left than the Father of Oodt and men who gives the order, 
and to alter a word were preAimption. Hcmir conftantly makes bti 
envoys obferve this pra£Hce as a mark of decency aiid re(peft* 
Madam Dacier and others have applauded this in genera], and aflced 
by what authority an embafTador could alter the terms tf his eom- 
miiTion, Hnce he is not greater or wi(er than the perfon who gave the 
charge ? But this is not always 'the cafe in our author, who not only 
makes ufe of this CQndu£t with re^A to the orders of a bigber 
power, but in regard to equals alfo; as when one Goddeft defircs 
iwother to reprefent Aifh an aflfair, and fht immediately t||ces the 
words from her mouth and repeats them, of which we have an in- 
ftince in this book. Some ohje£lion too may be raifed in this manner, 
when commiiTions arc given in the utmoft hafte (in a battel or the 
like^ opoA fudAen emergeAcifcs, where it fcems not very na^uraT to 
fuppofe a man has time to get fo many words by heart as he is made 
to repeat exadly. In the prefent inftance the repetition ia certainly 
graceful, though Zenodotus thought it not fo the third time,- when 
Agamemnon tells his dream to the council. I do not pretend to de- 
cide upon the point: For though the reverence of the repetitioa 
fisem'd lefs needful in that place, than when it was delivered imme* 
^tdy from yttpiter *, yet (as Eujiatbiui obferves) it was neceffary fot 
tbe aikmbly Co know the circumftances of this dream, that tbe troth 
of the relation might be unfufpectcd* 



Awak^ 
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wAwake, bat waking this advice approve. 
And tnift the vifion that deTcends fiom Jove,. 

The Plumtome faid ; then vuKh^d from hu £ght, 
Refolves to air, and mixes, with the night. 
A thoufand fchemes the Monarch's mind emplojr : 45 
Elate in thoaght, he (acks untaken Tro^ : 
Vain as he was, and to the future blind 1 
Nor (aw what Jov^ and fecret fate deiign'd. 
What mighty toils to cither hoft remain. 
What fcenei of grief, and numbers of the flain ! 50 

Eager he rifes, and in. fancy hears 
The voice celeftial murmViog in his ears. 
Firft on hia limbs t jQender veft he drew, 
Aroand him next the regal mantle threw, 
Th* embroider 'd fiindals on his fe<t were ty*d ) 5 5 

Thedarry ftglchion glitterM at his fide 1 .: 
And h& bis arm the maiTy fceptre loads, 
Un&uVd, immortal, and the gift ^£ Gods. >, : 7. 

»Now rode morn afcends the court oijpv^. 
Lifts op her light, and ppens day above. do 

The Kitig difpatch'd his heralds with commands 
To range the camp, and fammon all the bands : 
The gathVlng hoils the monarches word obey^ 
While to the fleet AiriiLs bends his way. .; . . -^ 

In his black fliip'tbe Pylian Prince he found i 6j 

There calls a fenate of the Peers around ; • 
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Th* aflembly placM, the Kmg of men expreft 
The coanfels lab'ring in his artfid breaft. 

Fiiendt and Confed*ratei ! widi attentive ear 
Receive my words* and credit what yon hev. 70 

Late as I flamber*d in the Ihades of night, 
A dream divine appearM before my fight; 
Whofe vifionary form like Nejior came, 
.The (ame m habit, and in mien the fame. 
The heav'nly Phantomc hovered o'er my head, 75 

Aad, doft thon lleep. Oh Atrnis' fon ? (^ fiud) 
111 fits a Chief who mighty nations goidet, 
Diredb in coancil, and in war prefides. 
To whom its iafety a whole people "owes^ 
To wade long nights b indolem-n^pofe. ^ 

Ifonarch awake! \is Jp^it coBRWHid I bear. 
Thou and thy glory claim bis henv^ cave. 
In juft array draw fertfi th* ciBbatldM train, 
And lead the Grteitmsto the iifiily pbin 1 
Ev*n now, O King I tis ghren thee to'delroy 85 

The lofty towers of wide- extended froy. 
For now no more die Gods with (kte contend. 
At Jum\ fait the heavenly fa^aom end. 
Deftmdion hangs 0*er yon' devoted wall. 
And nodding IHm waits the nnpending faB. 90 

gnhis hear o bfc r v ant , andtheOodsx>beyf 
The vifion fpoke, and paft in air away. 

Now, 
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Nowy valiant chieft ! iiace heaven itfelfalarms» 

Unite, androuke thefonsof Grffrf toanns* 

Bat firfty with cautioD» try what yet thqr dare^ ^j 

Worn wkh nine yean of onTaccefsfal war? 

To move the troops to meaiiire back the maio» 

Be mine ; and youii the province to detain. 



V. gp Nvm vgMo^ ebUfs, &«•] The beft commentaiT eitiat 
upon the firft part of this book is in DtMffiu of Halicamafin, who 
has given up m mMnhlb csplicnll^ of this whote comd\A of 
Agamemmn in his fecon4 treatife Ti^) Vx^fMtli^fMyaw. He Uytp 
^ This Prince had Aothfng fo mtieh at heart te to 4nw die Grteki 
** to a battle, yet knew not how to proceed without yfok'&i^ wh|i 
*' had juft retired from the army ; and was apprehenfifo that die 
** Greeks who were ^fp\e9iti )U the departure of AehUk$f might • 
" refufe obedience to his orders, fliould he abfolutely command it* 
*' In this circumftaKe he propofet to the Priaees in coumU to 
'* make a trial of arming the Gredansy and offers an expedient him« 
" (elf ji which wM, thtc he AmU fi>totid (heir dHjkjAtiaiiB bjF «e* 
'* horting them to fet fail for Greece, but that then the other Princes 
** Aoald be ready to diffuade and detain them. If any objeft to 
*' this ftratagem, that jigamemnonz whole fcheme would be ruined 
" if the army ihould take htm at his word (which was very probable) 
'^ it is to be aofwered, that his defign lay deeper than thev ima^ne, 
'' aor did he depend upon his ijpeecb only far deuhiing them. He 
*' had fome canie to fear the Greeks had a pique againft him which - 
'^ they had concealed, and whatever it was, he judged it ablblutely 
*' neceOary to know it before he proceeded to a battle. He therefore 
*' fnrnilhes them with an occaiion to maoifeft it> and at the fame 
" time provides againft any .ill effe£b it might have, by his fecret 
^ orders to the Princes. It fiicceeds accordingly, and when the 
" troops are running to embark, they are ftopped by VMfis and 

*« Neftor,'''' . — One may farther obferve that this whole Itnitagem 

ii concerted in Nefior't Aip, as one whefe wiiciora and fecrecy was 
moft confided in. The ftory of the vifion's apfearing in his ihape, 
could not but engage him in fome degree : It looked as if Jupiter 
himfelf added weight to his touafels "by making «fe of that vener- 
able appearance, and-ksMMr tKis to he fhe ifioft po we i f <il method of 
Kcommending them ta A^munrnw It was thetefare but natural for 
^^•r to fecond the motion of the King^ and by the htlpof his an* 
tboricy it prevailed on the oib^r Pxinces. 
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He fpoke, and fate ; when Nejior rifing faid, 
(Nejior^ whom Pyki* fandy realms obey'd) • ibo 

Princes of Greece, your faithful cafs incline. 
Nor doubt the \ifion of the powVs divine; ' " • 
Sent by great Jove to him who roles the hod. 
Forbid it heav'n ! this warning toold be M f 
Then let us hade, obey the God's alarms, 105 

And join to rouze the fons bf Greece to arms. 

Thus fpoke die fage: The Kings without dday 
Diflblve the council, and their chief obey : 
The fceptred rulers lead ; the following hoft 
PourM forth by thoufands, darkens all the coaft. 1 10 
As from forae rocky cleft the (hepherd fees 
ClnftVing in heaps on heaps the driving bees. 

Rollings 

V. 1 1 1. Ai fro» finu rocky ckft.'] This is the firft fimilc in //»- 
mrr, and we may observe in general that be excels all mankind in the 
number, variety, and beauty of his comparifonk. There are fcarct 
any in Virgil which are not tranflated from him, and tbeieibie 
when he fucceeds beft in them, he is to be commended hot « ai 
improver. Scaliger feems not to have thought of this, when be 
compares the fimiles of theie two authors (as indeed they arc the 
places moft obvious to comparifon.) The prefent paflage is an is-, 
ftance of it, to which he oppofes the following veili» in the fiii 
Mncid, v. 434. 

SluaKs apa gtJUtt nova per Jkrea rura 
Exerctt fub file laior, dim gentis aduhtts 
Bducunt ftetusy aut dim liquentia mella 
Stipata, & duki dijhndunt ruSUurt celJas } 
Aut bnera accipiunt venicntum, aut agmine faSh- 
Jgnavum fucot ptcut ti prgtfepihui arcent, 
Ftrvet opus, ndokntfue tbymo Jragrmtia melkh 
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log, and blackening, fwarms fucceeding fwarm's, 

1 deeper naunnursy and more ho^rfe alarms^ 

ly they fpread, a dofc embody 'd croud, 115 

o'er the vale defcends the living cloud. 

from the tents and fhips, a lengthening train 

ad& all the beach, ind wide o'erfhades the plain : 

Dg the region runs a deaf *ning found ; ^ ' 

eath their footfleps groans the trembling ground. 1 20 



his he very much prefers to Homer^s, and in particular extols the 
nony and fweetnefe of the verfiiication abonre that of our author} 
ift which cenfure we need only appeal to the ears of the reader. 

Borpt/^oy ^i T£Torrat Iv' uv^to'u tietfifoTcif, 

At fcfy T* »rd« »X(( viTTornxrai, al li r% sv^ct ,btcm 

Scaliger Mras unlucky in his choice of this particular comparifon ; 
re is a very fine one in the fixth Mneidy v. 707. that better 
s with Homer's : And nothing is more evident than that the 
n of thefe two is very different : Homer intended to defcribe the 
ftttde of Greeks pouring out of the fliips j Firgilthc diligence and 
r of the builders at Carthage, And Macrohius, who obfervet 
difference. Sat* I. 5. c» 11. mould alfo have found, that therefore 
fimiles ought not to be compared together. The beauty of 
er's is not infeilor to yirgtVi, if we confided with what exaftnefs 
ifvrers to its end. It confifts of three particulars \ the vaft aum- 
a the troops is exprefTed in the fwarms, their tumultuous manner 
Tuing out of the (hips, and the perpetual egreflion which ieemed 
lOttt end, are imaged' in the bees pouring out of the rock, and 
y, tlKir difpcrfion over all the fhore, in their defcendlng on the 
«rs in the vales. Spondanus was therefore miftaken when he 
ight the whole application of this, comparifon lay. in the fingle 
d Ihaiwy catervatim, z&Q>apman has juftly obferved. 

2 ¥am% 
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Fame flies belbre» the meiTenger oFJ^vi^ 
. And fhining foars^ ftnd dap^ bar wings «boFeu 

I^iqe facred heialds now pjtKJaiaiBg loqd 

The monarch's will, fufpead tibe lift*iu{^ Cfoud. 

Soon as the throngs in order ranged appear, 1 25 

And fainter mormurs iy'd upon ibe ear» 

The King of Kingji his ai^ul figure xais'df 

High in bis hand the golden fceptre hb9i*d : 

The golden fceptre of celeitial frame. 

By Fulcan form'd, from J^ove to Hermes came ; '3^ 

To P#/^ he th* inmiorta] gift refign*d 1 

Th' immortal gift great Pelofj left behiod. 

In Atreus" hand, which not with Atreus ends. 

To rich Thyeftes next the prize defcends; 

And now the mark of ^^A;»^ffMr0«*s reign, I3S 

, Subjects all Argos and controuls the main. 



V. 121. Fame JUes hefire.^ TKit afftknUiiig Qf the Mfisf it £18 
•f beatifies: The lively defeription of their overfpreadins ^ ^^ 
the noble boldnefs of the figure when Fame is reprefeatoi lA pofilS 
fliiiuog at their head : the univerlal tymult ^cceeded by « («l«iS . 
lilence ; and lalily the gracefiil rifijog Qf Agumemm^t all coatribittlS 
caJt a majefly on this part. In the pafla^ of tht Jc^trg, Umm \/$ 
found ao artful and poetical manner of acquajnting 9% with the hif)^ 
defcent of Agamawii^i and celebrating the l^redil^ right 9f hil 
family ; as well as finely hinted the Qri^inal 4>f hit p^wer t» U 
derived from heaven, in faying the fceptre was firft tjbc gtf^ 4 
Jupiter » It it with leference to this, that in the.h«e whfi* hf let 
flnentiont it, hye calls it ''Af 9iT«y om*, 4b4 accwiiagly it it tnil^ 
U«ed in that place. 
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On this bright fceptre now the King rcclin'd, 
^nd artful thus pronounced the fpeech ddign'd. 



Ye 



V. 138, And artful thus framunc^d the fpeech defigtCdJ] The re- 
arks of Dionyjiui upon this fpeech I fliall give the reader all together^ 
ough they lie fcattered in his two difcourfes wsp* l^^u/^taTJ^/xwwr, 
c fecond of which is in a great degree but a repetition of the pre- 
pt8 and examples of the firft. Thi* happened, I believe, from his 
^flg compofed them at diftindl times and upon difivxent occaiions* 
*' It is an exauiiite piece of art, when you ittm to aim at per- 
foading one thing, and at the fame time intorce the contrary. 
This kind of Rhetorick is of great ufe in all occafions of danger, 
and of this Homer has afforded a moft powerful example in the 
oration oi Agamemnon, *Tis a method perfedlly wonderful, and 
even carries in it an appearance of abfurdity ; for all that wc 
generally efteem the faults of oratory, by this means become the 
virtues of it. Nothing is look'd upon as a greater error in a 
Rhetorician than to allec^ge fuch arguments as either are eafiiy 
uifwered or may be retorted upon himfelf 5 the former is a weak 
part, the latter a dangerous one ; and Agamemnon here defign^ly 
ieals in both. For it is plain that if a man muft not ufe weak 
ligaments, or fuch as may make againft him, when he intends to 
:o perfuade the thing he fays ; then on the other fide, when he 
loes not intend it, he muft obferve the contrary proceeding, and 
Dake what are the faults of oratory in. general, the excellencies 
f that oration in particular, or otherwrife he will contradict his 
wn Intention, and perfuade the contrary to what he, means* 
l^dpumnon begins with an argument eaiily anfwered, by telling 
^Sim that Jupiter bad promifed to crown tbeir arms with vi^ory* 
Qt \{ yttpiter had promifed this, it was a reafon for the ftay in 
I, the camp. But now (fays he) jfove has deceived us, and we 
mfi return with ignominy. This is another of the fame kind, 
nr it /hews .what a difgrace it is to return. What follows is of 
le fecond foft> and may be turned againft him. Jove will have 
fi : For which they have only Agamemnon' i word, but Jove's 
Mrn promife to the contrary. That God has overthrown many 
\tieSf and will yet overturn many others. This was a ftrong reafon 
s.ftay, and put their confidence in him. Jt is Jhameful to have it 
4d to all pofierity, that Co many thoufand Greeks, after a war of 
• long continuance, at lajl returned homi haffied and unfuccefsful, 
Jl this might have been faid by a profcfled adverfary to the caufe 
e pleads, and indeed is the fame thing Ulyffes fays elfcwhere in 
iproach of their flight. The coiiclufion evidently (Kcv<s xV\e '\tv- 
ol. I. H ** vtiiX. 
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Ye fons of Mars / partake your leader's care. 

Heroes of Greece, and brothers of the war ! 140 

Of partial Jove with juftice I complain. 

And heavenly oracles believM in vain. 

A (afe return was promifed to our toils, 

Renown'd, triumphant, and enrich'd with fpoils. 

Now (hameful flight alone can fave the hoft, 145 

Our blood, our treafure, and our glory loft. 

So J<we decrees, refiftlefs Lord of all ! 

At whofe command whole empires rife or fall : 



** tent of the fpeaker. Hajfe then ; let us Jiy\ f iv^a^it, the word 
*K which of all others was moft likely to prevail upon them to ftay } 
** the moft open term of difgrace he could po/Tibly have tifed: 'Ti$ 
** the fame which Juno makes ufc of to Minerva, Minerva to 
" ^bllf^y ^^^ Ulyjfes again to the troops, to diffuade their return j 
" the fame which Agamemnon himfelf had ufed to infult Acbillttt 
•* and which Homer never employs but with the mark of cowardice 
** and infamy.** 

The fame author farther obfervcs, " That this whole oration has 
" the air of being fpoken in a pafTion. It begins with a ftroke of 
" the greateft raihnefs and impatience. Jupiter bai been unjuf, 
** Heaven bos deceivd us. This renders all he ihaU lay of the le(s 
" authority, at the fame time that it conceals his own artifice ; for 
** his anger feems to account for the incongruities he utters.** I 
could not fupprefs fo fine a remark, though it falls out of the order 
of thofe which precede it. 

Before I leave this article, I muft take notice that this fbccch of 
jigamemnon is again put into his mouth in the ninth Iliady and (ac- 
cording to Dyonijius) for the fame purpofe, to detain the army at the 
iiege after a defeat ; though it feems unartful to put the fame trick 
twice upon the Greeks by the fame perfon, and in the fame words too* 
Wc may indeed fuppofe the firft feint to have remained undifcoveredy 
but at bed it is a management in the Poet not very entertainiog to , 
the readers. 

He 
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lakes the feeble props of human trails 

towns and armies humbles to the daft. 150 

: fhame to Greece a frultlefs war to wage, 

ifting fhame in evVy future age f > 

great in arms, the common fcom we grow, 

b*d and baffled by a feeble foe. 

lall theur mtmber, that if wars were ceased, 15^ 

Greece triumphant held a general feail^ 

mk'd by ten ; whole decads when they dine 

want a Trgan flave to pour the wine. 

thef forces have our hopes overthrown, 

Troy prevails by armies not her own. 1.9^ 

nine long years of mighty yo<ve are run^ 

firft the labours of this war begun: 



155. So fmall tbdrnumber, &c.] This part lias a low air in 
rilon with theieft of the fpeech. Sce^i^er ciiXs it tabemariam 
nn : But it is well obferved by Madam Dacier, that the image 
mnon here gives of the Trojans, does not only render their 
TS contemptible in comparifon of the Greeks, but their perfons 
*or it makes them appear but as a few vile flaves fit only to (tnt 
with wine. To which we may add, that it affords a profpe£l 
ibldiers of their future Aate and triumph after the conqaeft of 
nemies. 

8 pafTage gives me occcafioa to animadvert upon a computation 
dumber of the Trojans, which the Jearsed Aigehts Politian haa 
\ at in his Preface to Homer. He thinks they were fifty 
nd without the auxiliaries, from the conclufion of the eighth 
-where ir is faid there were a thoufaad funeral piles of Trojans^ 
ty mtxi attending each of them. But that the auxiliaries are 
auimitted into that number, appears plainly frem this placet 
mnan exprefly diftinguifhes the native Trojans from the aids, and 
IS hut one to ten Grecians, at which eftimate there coold noth« 
ten thottiaad Trojans, See the notes on tbe catalogue. 
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Our cordage tori, decayed our vtfflcfe tie, 

Atod fcarce cnfure tlie ^^refclfed ^^*if tV iffy. 

Haftc then, fcft ever Icai^e fefe Ti^ojak waH r 1*65 

Oar weeping wives, out tender children daft : 

Love, du^y, &fety, ftxnmbn us away,' 

'Tis nature's voice, and nature we ofecy. 

Car fhatter'd Barkis inay yet tranlpof t us b^er. 
Safe and inglorious, to our native (Hore/ 170 

Fly, Grecians^ ffy, your fairs and oars employ. 
And dream no more of heav'h- defended Troy. 
Jiis deep defign unknown, the hofts approve 
Atr ides' fpeech. The mighty numbers move. 
So roll the billows to th'. Icdridn (hore, 1 75 

From £a(l and South when winds begin to roar, 
BurU their dark manfions in the clouds, and fweep 
The whitening furface of the ruffled deep. 



V. 163. Decani our ntfjfels lie, 

And fcarce enfure the wretched psiw'r toj^.} 

This and fome other pafTage*?, are here tranflated correfpondcnt to tki 
general air and fenfc of this fpeech, rather than juft to the the letter. 
The tilling them in this place how tnuch their (hipping was decay *d, 
y&As a 'hint of their danger in returning, as Madam Dader hai 
remarked. 

V. 175. So r9ll the billonos^ &c»] One may take notice that Iftfm^ 
lA theie two fimilimdes has Judicioufiy made choice of the two rooft 
wavering and inconftant things in nature, to compare with the miiU 
titttde ; the wavet and ears of corn. The firft alludes to the noile and 
tumuh of the people, in the breaking and rolling of the billow*^ the 
fecond to their taking the fame courfe, like corn bending one way; 
and both to the eafincfs with which they are moV^d by eyexy hrtatb* 
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' And as on corn when weftem gufts defcend. 
Before the blaft the lofty haryeib bend : 1 80 

Thos o'er the field the xnovlng hoft appears. 
With nodding plumes aod groves of waving fpears. 
The gathering murmur fpreads, (heir traRi|^g fcg^t 
Beat the loofe fands, and thic^ tp the fleet. 
With long-refoundipg aie^ they urge the tain iSj 

To fit the ihips, and Uanch in^ the main. 
They toil, they fweat, thick doods of dull ^cife. 
The doubling damofurs echo to the %i^. 
Et'ji then the Greeh had left tiu; hp|lile pbm. 
And fate decref^d the f^ll 0^ Trfiy i^ y^iin; 190 

Bat Jove^s imperial QiifCf^ th^x ^jlI^ {\ifY,fy% 
And fighing thus JbjeQ>9^e the bli^e-fy'd m^id. 

Shall then the Qr^ians fly ? Qh dire di'^gps^ I 
And leave anpunifh'd jt^iis pcxfidipuM i^l 
Shall Trcyy (hall Friftm^ andjth' adukVouf fpoafe» 195 
In peace enjoy the fr^ ^i broken vows ? 
And braved chiefs, in Htk^^ <marrel flagi. 
Lie unrevengM q^ yon* deteAed ^in \ 
No: let my Greeks^ uon)iov*d by vaip alarmi^ 
Once more refulgent ihine in brazen arms. ' 200 

Hafte, G.o44efs» hafte ! the flying hoft detain. 
Nor let one fail he hoifled on the main. 
, ? alias obeys, and from Ofymftus* height 
Swift to the fhip pcedpttatcs her flighty 



% 
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r 

VhJTiSf £rft ia publid: czrcs, (he found, 205 

For pradest counicl Eke the Gods renown'd : 

Oppre6*d with genVnis grief the Hero ftood^ 

Nor drew his fitble Teflels to the flood. 

And is ft thus, dhrine LairUs' foD ! 

Thus flj the G/Y#ix (the martia] maid began] 210 

Thus to their coaotiy bear their own difgracCy 

And £une eternal leave to Priam\ race ? 

Shall beanteoas HeUm ftill remain unfreed. 

Still unrerengM a thoafimd Heroes bleed ? 

|iafte gen'roas hbacus ! prevent the ihame, s i > 

-Ibepdi yoor armies, and your chiefs redaim* 

Yonr own refifUefs eloquence employ, 

And to th* Immortals troft the MX oiTroy, 

The voice divine confefs'd the warlike maid, 
Ulyjfes heard, nor uninfpir'd obeyM : 220 

Then meeting firft Jtridesy from his hand 
Received th* imperial fceptre of command. 
Thus grac'd, attention and refped to gain, 
He runs, he flies thro' all the Grecian train. 
Each Prince of name, or chief in arms approved, 225 
He fir'd with praife, or with perfuafion raov'd. 

Warriors like you, with ftrengch and wifdom Weft, 
By brave examples (houki confirm the reft. 
The monarch's will not yet rcveal'd appears ; 
He tries our couri^, but refents our fears. 230 

Tb' 
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iwary Greeh his fury may provoke ; 
as the King in fccrct council fpoke. 
oves our chief, from Jovi his honour fprings, 
e ! for dreadful is the wrath of Kings, 
if a clamVous vile Plebeian rofe, 235 

vich reproof he checked, or tam'd with blows. 
i, thou flave, and to thy betters yield ; 
3wn alike in council and in field ! 
ods, what daftards would our hoft command? 
to the war, the lumber of a land. 240 

:nt, wretch, and think not here allowed . f * ' 

word of tyrants, an ufurping croud, ';.*;. v^?:? ! • 

le folc Monarch Jo^e commits the fway ; - ' 

e the laws, and him let all obey. 



.43. *To onefole Monarch,'] Thofc pcrfons arc under a mifrake 
9uld make this fentence a praife of abfolute monarchy. Homer 
it only with regard to a general of an army during the tin:ie of 
imiilion. Nor is Agamemnon ftyl'd King of Kings in any other 
than as the reft of the Princes had given him the fupreme 
ty over them in the fiege. Artftotk defines a King, 
nyo^ yd^ if ^i ^ixecr^q /?a^»Xso(, t^ rut vpoq 0c»( 

•* ; "Leader of the wary Judge of eontroverfes, and Prejident of 
wwnies of the Gods, That he had the principal care of religious 
ippears from many places in Homer ; and that his power was 
»-e abfolute but in war : for we find j^amemnon infulted in the 
, but in the army threatning deierters with death. He was 
la obligation to preferve the privileges of his coimtry, purfuant 
ich Kings are called by our author AiZ»avo?\Hif and 
ovoX»^, the difpcnfers or managers of Juftice. And Dionjifius 
'camajfus acquaints us, that the old Grecian Kings, whether 
ary or eledtive, had a council of their chief men, 9% Homer and 
ift ancient Poets teftify ; nor was it (he adds) in thofe times as 
, when Kings have a full liberty to do yrbatcs^ ^be«i "^^AaSft.^ 

H 4 ^*v\ia. 
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With words like thcfe the troops Uixffes rurd, 245 

The loudeft filenc'd, and the fierceft cool'd. 
Back to th' aiTembly roll the thronging train, 
Defert the (hips, and pour upon the plain. 
Murmuring they move, as when old Ocean roars. 
And heaves huge furges to the trembling fhores : 2jo 

The groaning banks are burft with bellowing found. 
The rocks remurmur, /and the deeps rebound. 
At length the tumult finks, the noifes ceafe, 
And a dill filence lulls the camp to peace. 

Therjttes Only clamour'd in the throng, 2j; j 

Loquacious, loud, and turbulent of tongue : 

Aw'd 



V. 255. Therfites only."] The ancients hfiyc afcribed to Homar thtf 
firft /ketch of Satyric or Comic poetry, of which *fort was his poem 
called Margites, as Arijiotle reports. Though that piece be loft, thi« 
chara£ler oiTberJites may give us a tafte of his vein in that kind. 
But whether ludicrous defcriptions ought to'fiave place in the J^/>/V 
poem, hae been juftly queftioncd : Neither Virgil nor any of the moil! 
approved Ancients have thought fit to admit them into their compo- 
fitions of that nature; nor any of the beft modems excrpt Mrkm, ' 
whofe fondnefs for Homer might be the reafon of It. However this Is 
in its kind a vey maf^erly part, and our Author has flle\im great 
Judgment in the particulars he has chofen ta compbfe the pidure 
of a pernicious creature of wit j the chief of which are a <]e/ire of 
promoting laughter at any rate, and a contempt of his fuperion. 
And he fums up the whole very ftrongly, by faying that T^berfies 
hated Achilles and UljifiS 5 in which, as Plutarch has remarked in his 
trcatife of envy and hatred, he makes it the utmoft completion of an 
ill char7£lcr to bear a malevolence to the beft men. What is farther 
obfervable ii, that Tberjires is never heard of after this his firift ap- 
pearance : Such a fcandalous character is to be taken no more notice 
of, than juft to ftiew that it is defpifed. Homer has observed the 
fame conduct with regard to the moft defortnd and rhoft beautiful 
peri'en of his poem ; For Nireus is thu$ ipentioacd once and no mora 

thryugKoat 



||roicir. HOMERU ILIAD. 8r 

AwM by qo (faanie, by no Tt(i^6t coiitToal*d^ 

Ib kandal bufy, in reproaches bold : 

With witty mi^ice fhidious to defeme s 

Scorn all hi^ joy, tnd langKter aU his aim. 260 

But chief he glory'd with licentioiv ftyle 

To la(h the great, and monarchs to revile. 

His figure foch as might his foul proclaim 1 

One eye was bb'ntdng, and one leg was lame : 

I& moantainihoalders half his breaft o^erTpreadr 265 

Thin hairs beftrew'd his long mif-ihapen head. 

Spleen to mankind his envious heart poffeftr 

And much he hated all, but moft the beE. 

Vljifes or Achilles ftill his theme; 

But Royal fcandal his delight fupreme. 270 

Long had he liv'd the fcorn of every Greek y 

Vext when he fpoke, yet flill they he^rd him fpeak. 

Sharp was his voice ; which. iQ the fbrilleft tone* 

Thus with injurious taunts attacked the throne. 

Amidft the glories of To bright a reign, 275 

What moves thQ gr^t AtHdes to compkin ? 

•Tis 



throu^oot the Iliad, He pl^es a worthies heautj and an ill-naturM 
^t upon the fame foot, and ihews that the gifts of the body without 
thofe of the mind are not more defpicable, than thofc of the mind 
hiaf without virtue. 

V. 275. Afftidft the ghn'es.] 'Tis remarked hy DtMyfius Halt'car- 
fuffits in his treatife of the Examination of fVriters, that there 
rould not be a better artifice thought on to Yecall tlie artny to 
<^r obedience, than this of our Author. When they were offcnde<ii 
at thoir General in favour of Acbilhsf nothine C0M^4 mox^^N^'a^x.rtv 

H 5 .. AcViUtC* 



^ 



82 HOMER'S ILIAD. Book.^ 

'Tis thine whatever the warrior's bread iDflames, 

The golden fpoil, and thine the lovely dames. 

With all the wealth our wars and blood beflow. 

Thy tents are crouded, and thy cheib overflow, 280 

Thus at full eafe in heaps of rkhes roll'd. 

What grieves the Monarch ? Is k thirft of gold ? 

Say, (hall we march with our unconquerM pow'rs, 

(The Greeks and I) to //iWs hoftile towers. 

And bring the race of royal bailards here, 2S; 

For Troy to ranfoa at a prke too dear ? 

But fafer plunder thy own hoil fnpplies i 

Say, would'il thou feize iovRt valiant leader^s prize ^ 

Or, if thy heart to gen'rous love be led^ 

Some captive fair, to> blefe thy Kingly bed^ 29a 



Abilleiz intereft than to make fuch a fellow as Therftcs ap*- 
pear of his party, whoTe impertinence would give them a dii'guft oi 
thinking or a6ling like him. There is no furer method to reduce 
generous fpirits, than to nake them fee they are purfuing the ixmc 
views with people of no merit, and fuch whom they cannot forbear 
defpifing themfelves. Otherwife there i^s nothing in this fpeech but 
what might become the mouth of Nefior himfelf, if you except a. 
word or two. And hod iV^«r fpoken it, the anny had certunly fet 
fail for Greece \ but becaufe it was uttered by a ridiculous fellow 
whom they are afhamed to follow, they are reduced, and fatisfied to 
continue the (iege. 

V. 284. The Greeks and 7. J Thcfe boaft» of himfelf are the fcv» 
words which i7/0ff]^£ff objects to in the foregoing paffage. L cannot but 
think the grave Commentators here very much mif^aken, who ima^- 
fine Therjites in earneft in thefe vaunts, and ferioufTy reprove his in* 
lolence. They feem to me manifeft ftrokes of Irony^ which had 
rendered them fo much the more improper, in the mouth of A^br, 
who was otherwife none of the leaft hoaOccs himfelf. And confider'd 
as ftfch, they are equal to the reft of the fpeech, which has sn infinite 
df4l of fj^i, humour, and fatyr» 

3 Whatever 
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Whatever our mailer craves^ fubmit we mu^, 

Plagu'd with his pride, or puniffi'd for his luft. 

Oh women of Achaia I men no more ? 

Hence let us fly, and let him wafie his Aore 

In loves and pleafbres on the Phrygian fhore. 295 

We may be wanted on fome bufy day. 

When Hc^or comes : So great Achilles may: 

From him he fbrc'd the prize we jointly gave,^ 

From him, the fierce, the fearlefs, and the brave r 

And durfl h«, as he ought, refent that wrong, 30O> 

This mighty tyrant were no tyrant long. 

Fierce from his feat, at this, ITIyJfes fprings, 
Jn gen'rous vengeance of the King of KingSi 
With indignation fparkling in his eyes, 
He views the wretch, andftemly thus repfies. 305; 

Peace, fa6lious monfter, born to vex the ftate. 
With wrangling talents form'd for foul debate : 
Curb that impetuous tongue, nor raihiy vain 
And fingly mad, afperfe the fovVeign reign. 
Have wc not known thee, flave f of all our hoff, 3 xg. 
The man who a£ls the lead, upbraids the mod ? 
Think not the Greeks to (hameful flight to brings 
Nor let thofe lips prophane the name of King. 
For our return we truft the heav'nly pow'rs y 
Bs that their care ;. to fight like men be ours^ 3^^^, 
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But grant the hpft with wealth the general load^ 

Except detradUoD} what had thou beftow*d ? 

Suppofe fome Hero fjiould his (polls reiign^ 

Art thoa that Hero, could thofe fpoils be thine ? * 

6ods ! let me perifh on this hateful (hore, 320 

And let thefe eyes beholjd my fpn no more; 

If, on thy next offence, this hand forbear 

To drip thofe arms thou ill deferv^ft to wear, 

Expell the council where our Princes i^eet. 

And fend thee fcoutg'd and howling thro' the fleet. 325 

He faid, and cowVing as the daftard bends. 
The weighty fceptre on his back defcends^: 
On the round bunch the bloody tumours rife; 
The tears fpring darting from his haggard eyes : 
Trembling he fate, and dirunk in abjedl fears, 330 

From his vile vifage wip'd the fcalding tears. 
While to his neighbour each exprefs'd his thought: 
Ye Gods ! what wonders has UlyJ/es wrought ? 
What fruits his condudl and his courage yield ? 
Great in the council, glorious in the iield. 335 



V. 326. He faidf and cow'*ring.'\ The vile figure 72>r»^«( makes 
here is a good piece of grotefque ; the plcafure exprefTed by the ibldiers 
at this a^ion of Ulyjfcs (notwithftaoding they are difappointed by* hisi 
of their hopes of returning) is agreeable to that generous temper, at 
once honeft and thoughtlefs, which is commonly found in mihtary 
men j to whom nothing is fo odious as a daftard, and who hate 
not naturally the greaceft kindnefs for a wit. 



GenVoas 
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Gen'roas he rifes in the crown'i defence. 
To curb the fadioas tongue of iniblence. 
Sach juft examples oo ofFenden fhown. 
Sedition filence, and aflert the throne. 

'Twas thus the general vpke the Hero praisVI, 349 
Who Tifing, high the imperial fceptre raisM: 
The blue ey'd Pallas, his celeOkial friend, 
(In form a herald) bad th^ crouds attend. 
Th' expecting crouds in ftiU attention hung^ 
To bear the wifdom of his heavenly tongue* 345 

Then deeply thoughtful, paufing e*er he fpoke. 
His filence thus the prudent Hero broke. 

Unhappy monarch ! whom the Grecian race 
With ihame deferting, heap with vile difgrace. 

^fQt. 

V. 348. Unhapfy ttMMrcb, &c.] S^intilian fpeaking of the various 
kinds of oratory which may be learned from Homer, mentions among 
t&e greateft inftances the fpeeches in this book. Nonne vel uhut 
Sher quo mijfa ad jlrbiUem legatio continetur, vel in frimi inter duca Wa 
ei^entio, ^el diBa in fecundo fententia, omnet Utium ac conjtlimrum eX' 
ftcat artes f J^feBus quidem vel ilhs mites, vel bos conatatos, nemo erit^ 
tim ittdoShts, qui non jud infoteftate bunc autorem babuine fateatur* It 
ir indeed hardly poflible to find any where more reftnedturns of policy, 
oi* more iutfol touches of 6ratory. We have no fooner feen Azd- 
mmmn excel in one fort^but VMf^s is to ihine no lefs in another 
dbeAly oppofite to it. When the ftraktagem of pretending to fcit 
iidl, had met with too ready a content fro'm the people, his eloquence 
a^jteart m all tbie forms bf art. In his firft fpeech he had perfuaded 
the captains with mildnels, telling them the people's glory depended' 
upon them, and readily giving a turn to the fir^,deiign, which had 
like to have' been fo" dangerous, by reprefenting it only as a projed of 
Agamemnon to difcover the cowardly. In his Pscond he had com- 
manded the foldiers with bravery, and made them know what part 
they fttfiaincd in the war. In his third, he had rebuked the feditious 
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For whfle around w€ gj^zc with wood^ring eyf». 

And trembling foaght the powVs with iacriiice. 

Fall of his God^ the rev'read Cbalcas cryM» 39^ 

Ye Grecian warricMrs I lay your fears afide. 

This wondrous figmd Ti^f himfelf di^lays^ 

Of long, long labpun, but etern^ piaife* 

As many buids as by the &ake were ilain. 

So many years the toils of Grteci remain ; 39^ 

^ wait the temh, for EUu^s fid) decreed : 

Thus fjgotMi the Prqphet^ thus the fates fucc.^ 

Obey, ye Grecians / with fubouffion wait. 

Nor let your f^ght avert the Try an f^te. 

He faid : the fb^es with loud app^ufj^ fpui^d, 400 
The hallow ihips e^h d^^^pijig (hQut reiboaod- 
Then Neftor thu^— — -Ti'lieiiB ym. 4rf?4ti5« fcrbear. 
Ye talk like childly, not. like herpes da^e* 

When 



y. 402. Then Ne^or tkui.\ Kathixxg » more oBfervaUe thaa 
Sltimer'i conduct of this whole incident ; oy ^hat judicious sind well* 
imagined degrees the army is ref^rained» ai^ wrought ug to tht 
deiires of the Genefal. We have given the detail of ul the methods 
Vljiffes proceeded in i The aSUvity of his chara£ter is now to be ooo- 
tnfted with the gravity of Neftor s, who covers and ftrengtben the 
other^s arguments, and conftantly appears through the poem a weighty 
Clofer of debates. The Greeki had already feen their General give 
way to his authority, in the difpute with Mn'lks in the former book, 
and could expert no lefs than tl^t their ftay ihould be concluded 01^ 
by Agamemnon as foon as Nefior undertook that caufe. For this wa»' 
all they imagioued ^ diicourfe aimed at j but we ihall /ind it had 
a farther detigii, from Dionyjhii of Haljcarnaffitu " There are two 
'< things (fays that ^excellent critick)^ woithy of admiration in the 
*' fpeeches of V^et and Neftwr, which are the different defies 

" they 
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Where now are all yoor high refolves at laft ? 
Your leagues concluded^ your engagements paft ? 40; 

Vow'd 



" they fpeak with, and the different applaafes they receive. Ufxffet 
« had the acclamations of the army, and Nejhr the praife of J^ar 
*< memnon. Oae may inquire the reafon, why he extols the latter 
** preferable to the former, when all that NeJhr alledget feems only 
" a repetition of the fame arguments which U/yJhs had given before 
*' him ? It migh^ be done in encouragement to the old man, ih 
" whom it might raife a concern to find his ipeech not followed 
<* vrith fo general an applaufe as the other* s. But we are to refer 
** the fpeech of NeJIor to that part of oratory which ieems only t6 
** confirm what another has faid, and yet (uperinduces and carries 
** a farther point. Uljfffes and Nejior both compare the Greeks to 
^ children for their uninanly defire to return homej they both 
** reproach them with the engagements and vows they bad paft, an^ 
" were now about to break ; they both alledge the proiperous figmi 
'< and omens received from heaven. Notwithftanding this, the end 
" of their orations is very different. UM/as bufineis was to^etaift 
" the Grecians when they were upon the point of flying 5 Neflo^ 
** finding that work done to his hands, deiigiied to draw them 
" inftandy to battle. This was the utmoft Agamemnon had aime^ 
V at, which N^or*6 artifice brings to paft } for while they imagim 
'^'l^ all he fays that he is only perfuading them to ftay, they find 
** tbemfelvet unaware^ pat into order of batt^, and led under their 
** Princes to fight." Dion, Hal, Vif) lo'xnfACbTiQ'fkirm, Part x, 
and a. 

We may next take notice of fome particulars of this (peech : 
Where he fays -they lofe their time in enipty words, he hints at 
the difpnte between Agamemnon and Acbiiles : Where he fpeaks df 
thofe who deferted the Grecian caufe, he glances at Achilles in par- 
tKohur. When he reprefents Helen in affli^Hon and tears, he removes 
the' odium from the perfon in whcfe caufe they were to fight i 
and when he moves Agamemnon to advif^ with his council, artfuUy 
prepares for a reception of his own advice by that modeft way of 
pn^fing it. As for the advice itfelf, to divide the army into 
bodies^ each of which fhould be compofed entirely of men of the 
iame country ; nothing could be better judged both in regard to the 
prefent cit-cumftance, and with an eye to the future carrying on of 
the War. For the firft, its immediate tXkSt was to take the whole 
amy out of its tumult> break whatever cabals thev might have 
formed together, by feparating them into a new divihon, and caufe 
c?ery-fi|i|;k mutineer t6 come inftantly onder the view of his own 
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Vow'd with libations and with viftims then, 

Now vanifhM like their fmoke : the faith of men ! 

Whil6 ufelefs words confume th' uiiadlive boars, 

No wonder Troy fo long refifts our powVs. 

Rife, great Jtrides! and with courage fway ; 410 

We march to war if thou diredt the way. 

Bat leave the few that dare refift thy laws. 

The mean deferters of the Grecian caufe. 

To grudge the conquefts mighty Jove prepares, . 

And view, with envy, our fuccefsful wars. 415 

On that great day when firft the martial train 

Big with the fate of llion^ plow'd the main ; 

5W^, on the right, a profp'rous fignal fcnt,^ 

And thunder rolling (hook the firmament. 

EncouragM hence, maintain the glorious (farife, 420 

'Till ev'ry foldicr grafp a Phrygian wife, 

•Till Helen\ woes at full revenged appear. 

And Trof^ proud matrons render tear for tear. 

Before that day, if any Greek invite 

His country's troops to hafe, inglorioos Sights 42$ 



Iproper officer for correftion. For the fecond, it was to W thought 
the army would be much ftrengtbened by this union : Thofe of 
different nations who had different aims, interefls and firicndfliipc, 
could not affift each other with fo much zeal, or (o well concur 
to the fame end, as when friends aided friends, kinfmen their 
kinfmen, &c, when each commander had the glory of hit own 
nation in view, and a greater emulation was excited between body 
and body ; as not only warring for the honour of Crttce ia feDen)> 
^ttt for that of every diflin£t State in particular. 

Scud 
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Stand forth that Greek ! and hoid his fail to fl/ ; 

And die the daflard fiHt, who dreads to die. ' 

Bat now, O Monarch ! all thy Chiefs ad?ife : 

Nor what they offer, thoathyfelf defpife. 

Among thofe counfeb, let not mine be vun ; 43a 

In tribes and nations to divide thy train : 

His fep'rate troops let cv'ry leader call. 

Each (Irengthen each, and all encourage all. 
What chief, or fokliery of the num^ioos band. 
Or bravely fights, or ill obeys command, 435 

When thus diflin£l they war, (hall foon be known. 
And what the caufe of Ilion not overthrown ; 
If &te refifb, or if our arms are flow, 
If Gods above prevent, or men below. 
To him the King: How modi thy years eicd 440 

In arts of council, and b (peaking well ! 

OwoqU 



V. 440. How much thy yean excel."] Every one has obfenred how 
{loriotts an elogiom of wilHom Homer has here given, where j^a^ 
mamm io far pcefen it to valoor, as to wUk not for ten Ajax's or 
Achilles' i, btit only fbr'ten'JMf^«rr. For the reft of this fpeech, 
Dionyfius has fummed it up as follows, f* AjreuHemnon ht\n% now 
** convinced the Grggks were offended at him, on account of the 
** departure ofAcbiltei, pacifies them by a generous confeffion of his 
** fault i but then aflerts the chara£ter of a fupreme Ruler, and with 
^ the air of command threatens the difobedient.** I cannot conclude 
this part of the fpeeches without remarking how beautifully they 
rife above one another, and how they more and more awaken the 
fpirit of war in the GrecitHn* In this hft there is a wonderful fire 
and vivacity, when he prepares them for the glorious toils they were to 
**n^go> by a warm and lively defcription of them. The repetition 
of the words in that part has a beauty, which (as well as many 
othen of the fiune kiad) has been loft by moft tsaoAaXon^ 
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O would the Gods, in love to Grgec^, 4ecree 

But ten fuch fages as they grant in thee ; 

Such wifdom ioon ihould Priam\ force deboy. 

And foon ihould M the haughty to^'fs of Trpy ! 44; 

9at y^v^ forbids, wl^ plunges thiofe he hifes 

In fierce contention ajod in vain delves. 

Now great ^(ri&/7/f/ |rjO|n pju aid wit]^4^^ " 

By me provoked j a C9ptifei«)jd ibe cavfe; 

If e'er as fr|ends wejoiw* the TV^^* WiUi 45a 

Ifuft fhake, and heavy ^iU the^ye^ge^Ace AI)I 

But now, ye ;9fa^oi:s, tui^e a (hqrt Aspaft ^ 

And, well refre(h;d, to lipqdy CQJaffi^ h^. 

His fharpen*d fpear Ipt ty'^y Gr^i^ 94fl4« 

And ev'ry Gr^«tf« fii: hfc lw«CT Ai4i# 45J 

{.et all e^cci^ the fiery $^^ .ISffff, 

And all for combat ^ th^rigxliing ,ei^^ 

Tim day, this dreadful day, let each contend ; 

No reft, norefpitc, 'till the ihades defcend ; 

i cannot but believe AItZtm hM tJus^pajO^ in hii eye id thut of hk 
fob book. 



r-Leimh 



His MUmumlini eoat gird veX i and each 

Fit wtUk/s htbn, frife faft Ins ^hed Jbieldftcc^ 

TiB 
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Till darkneis, or *tifl deat& fhalf cover all : 460 

Let the war bleed, and let tfiie migiity fall! 

'Till bath'a ifffWttitie ev'jy minlir breaft. 

With the hage (hield eatir lin^y aM depre^ 

Each aking nerve' refv^iljer lance to thrdw; 

And each (j^iit c6arfer at the ch'ar!ot blow. 465' 

V^&o dacres; lilgMiou^, in his flifps to ftayr. 

Who dares to treiSilUe Ota ihb fignd day/ 

That wretch, t6b trfean t6 faK by martial powV, 

The birds (hall roaibglr, and Oik d^gs dievoar. 

The monarch ff>oke; and ftrait a marmur rofe^ 470 
Lbtid as the furges when the tenipeft blows^ 
lliat dalh'd oil bi^oien rocks tumultuous roar. 
And foam and thunder on the ftotiy fhore. 
Strait to the tetits the troops dffperfing bend. 
The fires are kindled, and the fmokes afcend ; 475 

With hafty fcafb they facrifice, and pray 
T* avert the ditigcrs of the doubtful day. 
A fteer of five year's age, large limb'd, and fed, 
tt) Jove's fcigli altars AgamemHM led : 
There bade die noUeft of the Grecian Peers ; 480 

Aad l^eftor iirtit as moll advanced in years. 
Next came Idomeneus and Tydeus* fon, 
■^ax the lefs, and Jjax Telamon ; 
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Tlien wife Uhffes in his rank was j^c^d ; 

And Menelaus came anbid, the laft. 485 

The Chiefs furroand the deftin*d beaft, and take 

The (acred oflTring of the ialted cake: 

When thus the King prefers his iUemn pray V, 

Oh thoa ! whofe thunder rends the dooded air. 

Who in the heaven of heav*ns has fix*d thy throne^ 49* 

Sopreme of Gods f unboonded, andal<Hie! 

Hear ! and before the barning fun defcends, . 

Before the night her gloomy veil extends. 

Low in the duft be laid yon' hoftile fpires. 

Be Priam^s Palace funk in Grecian fires, 49$ 

In He3or*s breaft be plung*d this ihining fword. 

And flaagther'd Heroes groan around their Lord ! 

Thus prayM the Chief: his unavailing prayV 
Great Jo^e refused, and tod in empty air : 
The God averfe» while yet the fumes arofe, 500 

Prepared new toils, and doubled woes on woes. 



V. 485. AndMentizxis came unhid.} The criticks have catered 
into a waim difpute, whether Alcndaui was in the right or in the 
wrong, in coming uninvited : Some maintaining it the part of m 
impertinent or a fool to intrude upon another man*s table; toi 
others infifting upon the privilege a brother or a kinfroan may chin 
in this cafe. The Englijb reader had not been troubled with the 
tranflation of this word Avroyuanroqy but that Plato and Pbatrcb 
have taken notice of the paflage. The vcrfc following this, in awft 
editions, *H^«i yup xarx 9vfA.ov, &C. being rcje£tcd as fpurioutby 
Dmetriut PbaUreus, is omitted here upon his authority. 



Their 
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yr'rs perform 'd, the Chiefs the rite parfue, 
Y fprinkled, and the vidim flew. 
5 they fever from th' inclofing hide, 
IS, felefted to the Gods, divide. 505 

' in double cauls involvM with art, 
reft morfcls lie from cv'ry part, 
cleft wood the crackling flames aipire, 
I fsLt viflim feeds the facred £re. 
is thus facrificM, and entrails dreft, 510 

mts part, transfix, and roaft the reft ; 
ead the tables, the repaft prepare, 
» his feat, and each receives his Ihare. " 
be rage of hunger was fuppreft, 
reus Neflor thus the Prince addred. 515 

>id thy heralds found the loud alarms, 
the fquadrons fheath'd in brazen arms: ' 
se th' occafioD, now the troops furvcy, 
i to war when heav'n direds the way. 
d; the Monarch iiTu'd his commands; 520 

i loud heralds call the gathering bands. 
^ indofe their King ; the ho(ls divide, 
and nations ranked on either Hde. 
the midft the blue ey'd Virgin flies ; 
ilk to rank flie darts her ardent eyes : 525 
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The drendfol JEgts, Jove^s immortal ihield, 
Blaz'd on her arm, and lightened all the field : 
Round the vaft orb an hundred ferpents rollM, 
Porm'd the bright frmge, and feem'd to burn in gold. 
With this each Gncianh manly bread ihe warms, 530 
Swells their bold hearts, and firings their nervous arms ; 
No more they figh, inglorious to return, 
But breathe revenge, and for the combate burn. 
' As on fome mountain, thro' the lofty grove. 
The crackling flames afcehd, and blaze above, 535 

The 



V. 526. Use dreadful M^t, Jovc'x hmiwial fiidd."] Homer does 
not exprefsly call it ^ fhield in this place, but it is plain from feveral 
other paflages that it was fo. In the fifdi lltady this -^£" is defcrib'd 
vrith a fublimity that is imexpreiTible. Th^-^gure of the GarfmCi 
head upon it is there fpecified, which will juilify the mention of 
the ferpents in the tranflation here : The veries are rcmariuUj 
fonorous in the original. The image of the Goddefs of battels 
blazing with her immortal fhield before the army, infpiring ev^ 
Hero, and alTifting to range the troops, is agreeable to the b?ld 
painting of our author. And the encouragement of a divine power 
fe.med no more than was requisite, to change fo totally the difpo- 
iitions of the Gredans, as to make them now more ardent for the 
combate, than they were before defirous of a return. 1 hit finiAei 
the conqueft of their inclinations, in a manner at once wonderfully 
poetical, and correfpondent to the moral which is every where 
fpread through Homer, that nothing is intirely brought about but 
' by the divine afTiftance. 

V. 534. ^s Oft fome mountain, &c.] The imagination of Homer 
was fo vaft and lb lively, that whatloever objefts prefented thcm- 
felves before him, imprefsM their images .fo forcibly, that he poar*d 
them forth in comparifons equally fimple and noble j without for- 
getting any circumftance which could inllru£t the reader, and make 
him fee thofe obje^s in the fame f^rong light wherein be faw them 
himfelf. And in this one of the principal beauties of Poetry coo- 
fiils. Homer, on the fight of the march of this numerous armyf 

gi?et 
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fires expandii^ as the winds trifey 
)t-their long beams, aad kindle half the flues : 
rom the poUfliM arms, and braaen ihields, 
jtuay ^endoor flaih-d along the fields, 
lets their number than th' embodjrM •cranes, 540 

nilk- white fwans in 4fi^^ wat'iy plains. 

That 

us fire fiiniks in a breatb> bnt all intirelx difoent. The BrSt 
:ds the fplendor a£ their annour, aa a §k, ^c. The iecond the 
nu roOTcmentt of To many thouTands^ bcfoie they can range 
Mrt» in battle amy, like the Iwans, ^4. The third refpeas 
number, as the leaves or flowers, ^c» The £Mirth the a^loar 
'which they nm to the combat> like the lemons of infis£b, &Cn 
the fifth the obedience and txt£t diTdpline of the troops, ranged 
oat confufion under their leaders, as flocks under thdr (hepherds. 
fecundity and variety can never be enough admired. Daa'er 
• 5AI. Or miJk'%pbke fwcmi on Alius* wat'ty f loins.'] Scaiiger 
JB leldom juft to our author, yet confefe theie verfes to be 
fma NiBariu But he is greatly mifbken when he accuies this 
k cf impropriety, on the fuppofition that a number of birds 
g without order are here compared to an army ranged in array 
ittel. Off the contrary. Homer in this ctprefles the fiir and 
dt the troops were in, before they got into order, running 
her from the ihips and tents ; Ni«^y dwo, metl k>ua%etw, 
when they are placed in their ranks, he compares them to the 
J under dieir (hepherds. This diftin^ion vdll plainly appear 
I the detail of the five fimiles in the foregoing note. 
irni has imiuted vthis with jgreat happineft ia hie fe\«nth 

"Cen-fuondam nhoei lifttiJa inter nubila eycni 
^Cum fefe i paftu referunty & hnga canoros 
Dantper coUa modos, fonat amms.& A/ia kn^ 
Pulja fiUtt s 

Like a long team of (nowy fwaos on high. 
Which clap their wings and cleave the liquid ilgr» 
^KHien homeward from their watry paftures bom. 
They fing, and jifia^^ lakes their notes ietnni« 
oLX J VU. 
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That o'er the windings of dtjfierh fprings. 

Stretch their ion£ necks, audi clap their mlttiDg wiagi. 

Now towV aloft, tod coitrfe IB airjrdiuids r . : . 

Now light with noiTe ; with noife the £eld refoiuidi. $4; 

Thus numVotts and confas'd, extending wide, ' 

The legions croud. Seamander*h Bow?iy fide ; 

With rufhing troops the plains are cover'd o'er. 

And thundering footileps fhake the founding ihore :. 

Along the river's kv4 meads thc^ilaDd, SP 

Thick as in fpring the flowers adorn th^ land. 

Or leaves the*trecs j or thick as infers play. 

The wasdring nation oJF a fummer'aday, 

TJat 

Mr. Dryden in tliis place has miftaikeD ^u$ fjor Ajia^ which Vvpl 
cook care to diftinguim by inaklog the firft fy liable <oS Afiui iol)f^ M 
of Afia fhort. Though (if we believe Ma^am trader) he WM iu» 
ifilf in an error, both here and in the firft Geergic, 



-S^ie Afia circum 



Vufcibus injiagnii rimatttur prata CMjJhis 

For fhe will not allow th^it *Aalu cin be a^ Patronymic A^jeftitt,. 
but the Genitive of a proper Name, *Ari«, which being turned into 
I'.nic is *Aa-Uu, and by a Syropc makes *A<j\fi). This puts flW m 
mind of another crititirm upon the ^^xjlh verfe of this book: 'tii 
obrer\cd that yirgil wks Inarims tor yirimti as *f he had ^ 
Euap»|x«tc, inftead of Etf Ap'.f^ii^. Scaliger ridicvlcs this triTial 
remark, and aiks if it can be imagined that Virgil was ignorant w 
the name of a place fo near him as R.ttiT t II is indeed unlucky fr' 

f;ood wii'eif, that men who 'have learning, fhouM lay a ft/eis upoo 
uch triflcb J and that thofe who have none, fliould think it learn ng 
to do fo. 

V. 5S2- Or thick as in/cat pby,] This fimilc tranCated lits-aily 
nms tiiu-i J Aitke hhmcrous trocpi of Jiics about a fi'tflcrtTs cottJgt i* 
tJbt fpring, ivim the milk mvrftem the laih j fucb 'wumben of Ci«k* 
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drawn by milfcy fteams, at evening hoars, 
iier'd fwarms furroand the rural bowers : 55.; 

pail to pail with bufy murmur run 
rilded legions glitt'dng iatke fun. 
rongM, b dofe, the Grecian iqaadrons ftood 
liant armf, and third for Trojan blood, 
leader now his fcatter'd force conjoins 560 

»fe array^ a6d forms the deep^ing lines, 
vith more eafe, the fkilful fliepherd Twain 
£b his flock from thou&nds on the plain. 
King of Kings, majeitically tall, 
'rs o'er his urmies, and outfhines them all : 565 



» ihe fi^ tfgitinfl the T)ro)ans, de^'tig their deJhitBiens The 
[ir of this image, in cdmpanibii with thofe which precede it, 
latorally &ock a modern critick, and would fcarce he forgiven 
loet of thefe times. The utmoft a tranflator can do is to 
ien the expreflion. To as to render the difparity lefs ohfervable x 
iB-eodeavbiir^d- h^i^, ahd in other places. If this be done 
tfbliy, the reader is To far from being oflfended at a low idea, 
: raifes his fnrprife to find it grown great in the poet*s hands, 
kh M^ have frequent inftanoes in VirgiVi Ceorpcku Here 
8 another of the fame kind> in the fimile cX Agamemmn to a 
jaft after he has been compared to Jove, Man, and Neptune* 
Buftathiut t6lis us, was blamed by fome criticks, and Mr. 
; has left it oat in his tranllation. The liberty has been taken 
o place the humbler fimile firft, referving the nioble one as a 
magnificent clofe of the defcription *. The bare turning the 
ee removes the objection. Miltm, Who was a clofe imitator of 
ithor has often copied him in theie humble comparifons. He 
»t Icmpled to infert one in the midft of that pompous defcription 
s foot of the rebel-angels in the fixth book, where the Son of 
n all his dreadful Majefty is reprefented pouring his vengeance 
themt 

A a herd 



Of goats, or thnrous Jlocki together tbrpng*d, 
J}rove them before him thunder-Jiruckf 
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Like fome proud Bull that round the paftures leads 
His fubjeA- herds, the Monarch of the meads. 
Great as the Gods, th' exalted Chief was feen. 
His ftrength like Neptune^ and like Mars his mioi, 
Jove o^er his eyes eeleftial glories fpread, 570 

And dawning conqaeft play'd around his head. . 
Say, Virgins, feated round the throne divine, 
All- knowing Goddefles ! immortal Nine ! 
Since earth's wide regions, heav*ns immeafar*d height. 
And hell's abyfs, hide nothing from your fight, 575 

(We, wretched mortals ! loft in donte bdow. 
But gueis by rumour, and but boaft we know) 



V. 568. Gnat as the Gotb.} Bmer here deicribes the ISgcnfe and 
port of AgamemiMH with all imaginable graodcar, in making bim ap- 
pear doatbed with the majefty of the ^reatcft of the*^ Gods ; and 
when Fiutar^b (in his fecond oration of the fortune of Aiexanier) 
blamed the comparifon of a man to three deities at once, that 
cenfure was not pafled upon Homer as a Poet, bat by fbiUirth as a 
Prieft. This diarafteir of Majefty, in which J^amemnon excels all 
the other Heroes, is preferved in the different views of him through- 
out the Jliad, It is thus he appears on his fliip in the catalogue $ 
thus he ihines in the eyes of Priam in the third book ) thos agida 
in the beginning of the eleventh \ and fo in the reft. 

V. 572. Say, Virgini.'\ It is hard to conceive any addrcft move 
folemn» any opening to a fubje^ more noble and magn^cent, than 
this invocation of Homer before his catalogue. That omniprefenoe 
be gives to the Mnfes, their poft in the higheft Heaven, thcar 
coraprehenfive furvey through the whole ertent of the creation, aie 
circumftances greatly imagined. Nor is any thing more perfe^Uy 
fine, or exquifiiely moral, than the oppoHtion of the ectenfite 
knowledge of the divinities on the one fide, to the blindnefs and 
ignorance of mankind on the other. The greatnefs and importance 
of his fubjcA is highly raifed by his exalted manner of dedanng 
the difficulty of it, Not tbo* my lungs were hafs, &c. and by the air 
he gives, as if what follows were immediately in^ired, and no left 
than the Joiat labour of all the Muies. 

Ob 
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Oh fay what Heroes, fir'd by third of fame, 

Or urg'd by wrongs, to Trofz dedrudlion came ? 

To count them all, demands a thoufand tongues^ 580 

A throat of brais and adamantine lungs. 

JDaughters oijove affift 1 infpir'd by you 

The mighty labour dauntlefs I parfue : 

^What crouded armies, from what climes they bring. 

Their names, their numbers, and their Chiefs I iing. 585 



The Catalogue cf the Ships. 

THE hardy Vrarriors whom Saotia bred, 
Pimlim, LHtw, Proiheenor led : 



V. $%€» Tie hardy warrhn.'] The catalogue begins in this place, 
vrhkh I forbear to treat of at prefent : only I muft acknowledge here 
that the tranflation has not ken exaftly punAual to the order in 
which Hmtr places his towns* However it has not trefpafTed againft 
Geography \ the tranfpofitions I mention being no other than fuch 
minnte ones, as StnAo confefles the author hinSfislf is not free from s 
*0 h noiirri}^ yin» ^ X'^pctf ^/yf» cvnx^is iS^^ifi «^ xtTratm 
Oid* vpim ififiMTo, m) AM^», Sec, "A)^ r\ i' ^x ^^ ^^* 
T« ra^Sii, S«o«yef r\ £iepXor ri, BiffVuou TfetTciw ti. liB, 8. 
There is not to my remembrance any placfe throughout this catalogue 
omitted $ a liberty which Mr. DryJtn has made no difficulty to take, 
and to oonleisy in his f^rpL But a more fcrupuloos care was owing 
to Bmer, on account of that wonderful eacadnefs and unequaPd 
dJlisenc^ which he has particularly ftewn in this part of his worlu 

It N^vJtw 



lOi HOMER'S ILIAD. Book II: 

With thefe Arcejilaus and Glenms ftand. 

Equal in arms, and equal in command. 

Thefe head the troops that rocky JuUs yields^ J90 

Ancf Eteonh hills, and HyrieS wat'ry fields. 

And Scbdfnos, Scholos^ Grtea near the main. 

And MycahJJta^s ample piny plain. 

Thofe who in Peteon or lUfion dweB» 

Or Uarma where Jp^Uo'^ Prophet fell; 59( 

Heieon and Hyle, which the fprings overflow; 

And Medeon lofty, and Or^/^^ low; 

Or in the meads oiHaliarttts ftray. 

Or 7hc/pia facrcd to the God of Day. 

Onchcfiusy Neptunis celebrated groves : 600 

Cp^e^ and Tbijhe, fam'd for filver doves. 

For flocks Erytbrit^ GUffa for the vine ; 

Platea green, and Nifa the divine. 

And they whom Thebes well-built walls inclofe. 

Where %^^, Eutrejh, CorBnertUi- 6«$ 

And Arte rich, with purple harvefts crownM ; 

And Anthedofty Bceotia^% trtmofl bomid. 

Full fifty (Hips they fend, a«id eadi conveys 

Twice fixty warriors thro* the foaming feas. 

To thefe focceed Afplidon*^ martial train, 610 

Who plow the fpacioas Orchommam plain* 
Two valiant brothers rule th* undaonted throng, 

idlmen and JJcalfifbus tb^ fifong: 

SoQS 
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Afiyoch^i the.heav^nly fair, 

/irgia charms £ubdu'd the God of War : 615 

r*s court as (he retired to reft, 

ngth of Mars the bbdhing maid comprcft) 

oops in thirty &bb veflfeb l^eep 

[oaloars, the hoftr£^ reibanding deep. 

Pbociems next in forty barks repair, 620 

bus and Scbtdm head the war. . 

io(^ rich regions where G^^n^^ leads 

nr cmeat tko': ihe flow'ry taeadi f 

<>94m> . C/b^ tlie divine, ' 

Sumoria\&aiXt\y turrets flune, '6^25 

Pjtlnf^ JiauUs, Cyparijks flood, 

r LiilMTiein the rifing flood. 

ang!d iD-brder on the flouting tidf, 

3D- the lefir, the bold SofoMns fide. 

:e Jjax led the L^rr/^in fquadrons on, (30 

^lefs, Oj/Mr/ira}i^n]^fons . 

tip dirtsdl the fljii^ dart aright jr • / 

i/porfuir^ and adive iii the^fightv ^ 

i^ftb^, Chief, ^e-ebeien'troope-jittesd, 

.Sija^ nrontis, and ricl\ Cyuos tip^ : $3$ 

'yflidrusi and Scarpb^h bands ; ^ 
y,. • ^ 
oTe who dwell where pleafing Am^ia ffainds, 

liere ^^^^rmfloata-the lowly httids, . 



59 

} 
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Or in fair Tarphis fylvan feats refide ; 

In foixy vefibls cut the yielding tide. 640 

Eubara next her martii^ fons preparer, 

And fendt the. brave AhanUs to the wars : 

Breathing revenge in arms th^ takt their way 

From Chalcis\ walls, and ihong Entrsa^ 

Tiki ffteian fields fat generous vines renowned, (4; 

The fair Carijtos, and the Styrkm ground; > 

Where Dios U^m her tow'rs o'eilooks the plain, ' • 

And high Cerintkus views the tteighb*iiDg msdar • • • 

Down their broad (houlders Mii alengch ^i\a&f'% 

Thfir hands difmi(s not the long lance In air ; 650 

Bat with portended fpears in fighting fields. 

Pierce the tough cors'lets and the bcaaseftfttdda. \ / ; 

Twice twenty fl^ips tranfport the warlike. bandJE^ 

Which bold Elfbinor, fierce k afiBs^.comiBaAds. . 



V. 649. Dmmt tbeir Broad fiottUeris ftc.] The Grttk has It SviOtr 
xofiomltq, ^ tergo comoMUt. It was the coftom of th^tk people to 
(have the fore-part of their heads, which they did that their enessiet 
might not take the advantage of feising .them by fht hair x tht 
hinder-part they let grow, as a valiant race that would never tooi 
their backs. Their nanoer of fighting was hand to hand, vnthoot 
quitting thdr javelina (in the way of our pike-men). P&aarch tdls 
us'tlus in the life of Tbefau, and cites, to ftrengthen die aathoritj of 
Hmur, feme verfes of Arcbibeus to the (ame effieft. Ecimuaa B^fiu, 
who tranflated liomer into tattn verfe, was therefore miftakca in his 
veriion of this paflage. 



Prtteipui jaaUaioretf bafimtfrn fmti 



Fun 
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Foil fifty more horn Athens ftem the nudD, 655 

I.ed by Meneftbeut thro* the liquid phuo, 
i^Athem the fkir, where great ErtQhtus fvny^d, 
That ow'd his nurture to the hloe-ey'd maid, 
Sttt from the teemiog furrow took hk birth. 
The mighty offspring of the foodful earth. 660 

Him Pa//aj plac*d amidft her wealthy faae^ 
i^dor'd with facrifice and oxen flaio;^ 
Where as the years revolve, her altars blaze. 
And all the tribes refonnd the Goddefs* praife.) 
No Chief like thee, Mtnefthius! Gr^^# could yield, 66; 
To marihal armies in the dufty fields 
Th* extended wings of battle to difphy^ 
* Or clofe th' embody*d hoft in firm array. 
Ififior alone, improved by length of days, 
Por martial condudl bore an- equal praife. 670 

With thefe appear the Saiaminian bands. 
Whom the gigantic Telkmon commands y 
In twelve black (hips tb Tniy they (leer their courfe. 
And with the great Atbemam join their force. 

Next move to war the gen'Vous Arp^vt train, 675 
From high-Tr^Ts:^^ and Ma/eta's plain. 
And fiur j^gina cirded by the main : 
Whom ftrong Tyrinth^h k)fty walls^ furround,, 
Axid. Efidaure with viny harvefts crowned : 



} 
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.^nd where fair Afinen and Hermion fliow 680 

Their cliffs above, and ample bay bdow. 

Thefe by the brave Emyaht9 were led. 

Great Stbenelusy and greafeeif Di$mid^ 

But chief Ty£dis bore the fov'reigii fway I ^^ 

In fourfcore barks they plow the wttry way. 60; 

The proud Mfceni arnu her martial pow*rt» 
Chove, Corinth J with tmperiai towers. 
Fair Aratbyreuy Omia^t frnitfiil plain. 
And jEgioJty vci^Adrafiui ancient reign ; 
And thofe who dwell along the fiuidy (hore^ 690 

And wbere Pellene yields her fleecy ftore> 
Where Heiice and Hifperefia lie« 
And Gonoejfah fpires falute the (ky. 
Great Agamemnon rules the num*roos band^ 
A hundred vefTels in long order Hand, 695 

And crouded nations wait his dread command. 
High on the deck the King of men appears. 
And his refulgept arms in triumph wears ; 
Proud of his hoft, unrivalM in his reigo. 
In filent pomp he moves along the main. 700 

His brother follows, and to vengeance warms 
The hardy Spartans, exercised in anps : 
rhares and Brjfia's valiant troops, and tho/e 
Whom LacetUmou'z lofty hills inctofe : 



Or 
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Or Mije*s tow'n for filvcr doves rcnown'd, 705 

Amyclie^ Ladsy Jugia's happy ground. 

And thofc whom Oetyhs* low walls contain. 

And Helos on the margin of' the main : 

Thefe, o*er the bending oceaii, Helen\ canfe 

In fixty fhips with Menalaus draws : 7 1# 

Eager and loud from man to man he flies. 

Revenge and fuiy flamixTg in his eyes ; 

While vainly fond, in fkncy oft he hears 

The feir- one's grief, and' fees "her falling tears. 

In ninety fail, from Py/w' fandy coatt, 715 

^eftor the fage conducts his chofen hod : 



V. 711. Eager and loud from man to. man be fiies.'\ The figure 
Menabus xnakes in this place k retoarkalily dfftinguifhed from the 
reft, and fufBcient to fhew his concern in the war was perfonal^ 
whUe the others a£ted only fm intereft or glory in general. ' No 
leader in all the lift is reprefented- tkus eager and paflionate ; he i» 
loader than them all in his exhortations ; more a£^ive in running 
among the troops; and infpirited with the thoughts of revenge 
which he ftill increafes with the fecret imagination of Helenas re- 
ptntance. This behaviour is finely imagined. 

The epithet Soriv dyoc&oi, which is applv*d in this and other 
places to Menalaui, and which literally fignines hud-voic'd, is made 
by the Commentators to mean valiant, and traoilated hello firenuus. 
The reafon given by Eufta/hius is, that a loud Voice is a mark of 
ftrength, the ofual effe^ of fear being to cat ihort the refpiration,. 
I own this ieems to be forcM, and rather believe it was one of thofe 
kind of firnames given from fome diftingvifliing quality of the perfon 
(as that of a loud voice might belong to Menelaus) which Monf. 
Bvfuftt mentions in his ninth refleflion upon L^nginus \ in the fame 
manner as fome of our, Kings were called E<Svard Long-fiankr^ 
fyiUiam Rufusy &c. But however ff be„ the epithet taken in" the* 
literal fenfe h^s a beauty in this Tcrfe from the circumftance l^fin^h^ 
is defcribed in^ which determined (hctranflafor to ufe it. ' 

1 . 
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From JmphigeniM^t ever-ihiitfal land ; 
Where jEfy high, and little Pteium fiand ; 
Where beaateoas jtreni her Hmdures ihQv^s, 
And 7bryon^s walls Alpheui ftreams indofe : 720 

And Dorion^ fam*d for fbamyrai* difgrace^ 
Saperior once of all the tuneful race, 
*Till vain of mortals empty praiie, he ftrore . 
To match the feed of cloud-compelling Jove ! 
Too daring bard ! whofe unfuccefsAil pride . , 725 

Th' immortal Mufa in their art defy'd. 
Th' avenging Mufes of the light (A day 
Deprived hb eyes, and fnatch'd his voice away; 
No more his heavenly voice was heard to fing. 
His hand no more awak'd the filver ftring. 'jio 

\ Where under high CylltMi, arown'd with wood. 
The (haded tomb of old JEfytm ftood ; 
From Kifi^ Stratie^ JtgetCi bordering towns. 
The Pbenean fields, and OrcbomemoH downs, 
Where the ^t herds in plenteoss paftnre rove; 73 > 

And Stjmphelus with her forroundiog grove, 
Parrhafiay on h^ fnowy cliffs reclined. 
And high Eniffi ihook by wintry wind. 
And fair Mautintah ever-pleafing fite ; 
In fixty fail th' Arcadian bands unite. 740 

Bold Agafenor^ glorious at their head, 
(Anc^fui ion) the mighty fquadroa led. 

Thdr 
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lieir ihipsy fappfy'd by Agatmrnmiti car^ 

liro* roaring feas die wondering waniors bear ; 

'te firft to battk 00 th' appointed plaio^ . 745 

at new to all tbe dangen of the buud. 

ThoTe, where fair J?/<i and ^i(^4^i»joo|ii : . 
iThom Hyrmin^ here, and Myrfitus cottfiae* ' 
knd bounded there, where o^er tbe ▼alleyt rofe 
?)»' Olituan rocki-and where Aljfiiai^ flowsi :^ : ; 7$o 
leneath foor chiefs (a nu|ii?f qqs wtmf) catfe 2 . v : . - / 

The Ibength and glory of th' Epmn natee. r; 
n fep'rate fquadrons tbefe their train dhride, 
^ach leads ten yeflels thro* the yiddii^ tide. 
)ne was Amphimuchus^ and nalpius OQe; 755 

.EKry/«i' this, and that 7>«>«i*fon} 
)/0rf J fpning firon) u/imir|wc^«i* Hae ; * ' 
^nd great Polyxiuus, of force divine. 

Bat thofe who view fair f/f/.o'er the feas « - • ' - 
^roffi the bleft Iflands of th* frAfOAdr/y 760 

forty veflels upder Migis move/ 
kgot by Pi^i^if/ the be!dv*d (^ 7^#. 



v. 746. Nin to all $bt dai^ers oftht maiii,J Thie jtrcatSant being 
B inland people were unUdlled in na?igation, for vrhicb leafon j^a^ 
tmmn fbrnim'd tiieii| with flopping. From kence, apd froin the laft 
i^ of the defcription of the fceptrey where he is iaid to prcfide over 
107 iflands, *rbunJides takes ocoifioa to obferre that the power of 
^ameMtnoH was foperior to the reft of the Princes of Crettf, on ac** 
(wnt of his niTal forces, which had riwdercd him maftcr of the iea« 



To ftrong DuHcbitm fimn hb fire hi fled. 
And thence to 7r0f hi» hardy warriors kd. 

'. Utiffts followM thro! flic watiy road, ' j6^ 

A chief, in wifdom tepA to ftGod, ' ' 
With there whom CefbaUmd'n ifle ittdosM, 
Or till their fielda aktag the coaft oppos'ds 
Or where fur Ithaea overlooks die floods/ ' 
W)iere high Nerk§s fhakes his waving wood^ 770 

Where Mgilifa^t ragged^ fides are feeii» '- 
Crocyliarodkyp vAZatyntbus green.. 
Thefe in twelves- galleTs with vermiiloii proves. 
Beneath his condnd fought the /^^r^«iB Ihores. 

- noas came ncxt^ Andtaimtf^ valiant ibn^ 77^ 

From PleurotCs walls, and chatty Cafylon, '• 
And rough Pyleni^ and th^ Oitnim fteep; 
And Cbalch beaten by the rolHng deep. 
He led the warriors Arom th* JEtoUan fliore. 
For now the fons of Oetuus were no more ! 7I0 

The glories of the mighty race were fled f 
OrMiTi himfelf, and A£s/M(f«r dead f 
To Thoas^ care now trail the martial tram» 
His. forty veflels follow thro' the main. 

Next eighty barks the Cretan king conunandi, j%f 
Of Gnoffus^ tySus^ and GoriyHah bands. 
And thofe who dwell ^fh/ctt Rty/tm's domes ajFife, 

Or white Lycafius glitters to the ikies. * •*" 

.Of 
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Or 9fheimhf Pif^/its fifrer'?«ri&nr rana i 

G-r/Zs handled ddespmirlbrthaU her &d8. .^96 

Thefe marchM, Utmnum, beneath tibftue^ 

And Merton dreadful at the Gcd of iaar« 

TlepoiemMi, tht (on o£ H&emlet^ 
Led nine fwift veflels thio' the foamy feas ; 
From i^^M^/ with everkfting fonihine bright, 79^ 

Jafyjut, UndMs, uA Ctumrm yfhitz. ..' 

Hb captive mother fierce Jldiis bora 
From Epbyr^t walls^ and SeUit windh^ Ihor^ 
^Where mighty towns in ruins fpread the phun, 
iVnd (aw their blooming warriors eariy flsin. 800 

The Hero, when to manly years he grew, 
Jllddej* ancle, cMLieymmusi flew; 
For this, conftrainM to qoit his native place^ 
i^nd fhun the vengeance of th' Herculean race, 
A fleet he built, and with a numVoos train 805 

Of willing exiles, wander*d o*er die main ; 
Where many feas, and many faff *rings paft. 
On happy Rhodes the chief arrivM at hft : 
There in three tribes divides his native band, 
And rules them peaceful in a foreign land ; 8 to 

Encrcas'd and profperM in their new abodes, 
ly mighty Jove, the fire of men and Gods ; 
With joy they £^w the growing empire rife. 
And Siow^rs of wealth defcending from the ikies* 
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Three fhips with Nireus foi^ht the Trefam ttmt^ 815 
Hireus^ whom Jglae to Cbarofus borey 
Nireus t in faultlefs (hape and blooming graced . 
The lovelieft youth of all the Gpidan race;. . 
PelUes only matched his early chams ;: 
Bat few his troops, and fmall his'ftiength in arms. 820* 

Next thirty galleys deave the liqaid fdain^ 
Of thofe, Ca^^xr^r'sfeag^ifleacontiun'ft 
With them the youth ^i NiJ^us reptut^ 
Cafus the ftrong,' and Crapintbus the fair ; 
Cos, where Eurypylus pofTeft the fWay, 81; 

*TiU great Alcides made the realms obey v ' 
Thefe Jntipbus and hoUiPhiMffus bring* 
Sprung from the God by Tbeffalus the King> 

Now, Mufe^ recount P^/^^iV ^rjj9j* pow'rs^ 
From Alos^ Jlojc^ and ^rechin\ tow'rs j. 830 



V. 8 1 5. Three Jhifi wtb Nireus.] Thi» kadcr is no where men- 
tioned but in tbel'e lines, and is an exception to the obiervation of 
Macrobius, that all the perfons of the catalo|iie make their apr 
pearance afterwards in the poem. Homer himfelf ^ver u» the rea* 
ion, becaufe Nireus hzA b«r .»> fmall Aare of worth and Takmrj- 
his Quality only gave him a privilege to be named among men. 
The poet has caufed b'm to be rememberM no lefs xbtm AMki^w 
UMes, but yet in no better manner than he deferved, whofe only 
qualification was his Beauty: *Ti8 by a bare repeiition- of his name 
three times, which juft leaves fome impreffion of him on the mind 
of the reader. Many others of as trivial memory as Nireus, hire' 
been preferved by Poets from oblivion y but few Poets have eve^ 
done this favour to want of merits with fo much judgment. XJmv. 
trius Pbakreus ifij^ *EffAnniau fiS. 6 1, takes notice of this ben- 
tiful repetition, which in a juft deference to fo delicate a Cxitick it 
here preferved in the tnnflatioii. 

., From 



Mid*B fptdou9 vales; tnd Hella, bleft 

male beaaty far beyond the reft. 

f fhips bcmeath AcbtUa* laatf 

miansy MyrtmAns, HilUnium\ilCui 

7«iall, tho' itarious ID their iiane, 93 5 

le their nation; and their chief the fame. 

f ingjorious ftretchM along the (bore, 

ear the brazen voice of war no morei 

'e the foe they face in dire, array 1 

I his fleet their angry leader lay; €40 

ir Brifiii from his arms was torn, 

Ueft fpoil from liK&f d I|mH|^ boniy^ 

when the chief die fifr<^«i wills o*erdveii^ ' 

\ bold fons of great En)anu llcfir. 

DOomM y^ArV/Af, plnng^d in depth of care, 845 

1 to riie in flaughter, bloody aad wur. 

Iiefe the youth fdPbylaci fncceed, 

amons for her fleecy bferdy 

iffy F/«Amli deek'd with cheerfiil gre^y 

w*r8 of Qfrts^ and the fyf van fi:enes, ^5^ 

^frrbafiu^ withbloomng floorets crown*d« 

/rMr*s watry dens, and cavemM groimd. 

vwn'd as chief ProitfiUs the brave, 

>«f by filent h) the i^loomy gniye : 

I who boldly toodi^d ihtfrdjan ihore, Sjj: 

•d It P>^r^^ l^uue vifith Gf^iM/i gore ; 



} 
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There lies, far diibnt from bis native plain ;' 

Unfiniih*d his proud palaces juBmaiii, 

And his fad confort b^atA her breaft iii>ipani« - 

Hia troops in f9rt3r;4UpePp4&iifV/^ led, 860 

JbbUlui* fon, and brother i to the dead^ 

Nor he unworthy to command the hoft i 

Yet (till they mottm*^ their ancient leader lolL 

. The men ^ho ^/tf^A^TtfV fair foil partake. 
Where hills encirdeJarAr'« lowly lakf^ . : ^; . - - 8^5 
'^There Pber^e hear^ tte neig^b-r^g waters SA^ ■ ■ :■ y 

Or proud Wcm Ij^ her airy wall, » ^t . • 

In ten bkck il|tpi,eiabark*d for Msnh (hore^ 

With ^lU tfnvelM.vikfMtJkt/^hont • ' 

All Pe/ias' race ^Ar^/iTfar oodhinM^ ' - :-^'- ' ' ■ ^ " t^t 

The grape And glory of the beaoteoos kttid^ 
The txco^Mitbme^ or Thaumada yidde^ 

OUzon^s rocks, or MfliiopiCi fielda, 

WithPJbiUaetefM'd, VJibQliB. i^atoy e& art 

From the t9iigh4K>w d»eds liie fcatber'd dart; '< 9j j 

Sev^ were his ^>s j; each Tcilel ifif^ low^ - 

Skiird in hiA icseace of the daat and bow. 



V. 871. Thegract andfhry pf the heauUoui Mfid,'\ He ghret.^A^ 
this elogy of the glory of her lex, for., her comugai yitty, who ^ 
to prtfcrve the life of heir • haiB[»and Admituu Euripides has a trage^ 
^ ^is fubjea» which aboondi^m the in»ft fOMSn^y iMP»^^ 
ttnderoefs : In particular the iirift aS, which tontains the deicripdoa 
of her preparat'ioo &>|i ^i^itv WMif^f Jm>bdb»vioiK in It, c^AiMftt 
U enough a4iair€i« 

But 
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Bat he lay raging on. the Lemnian ground, 
A poisonous Hydra gave the boming woond ; 
There groanM the chief in agonizing pain« 89o 

Whom Gr^/cr at length ihali wilh, not wifli hi vain. 
His forces Medam led from Lenmos^ fliore^ 
O'ilm^ Ton, whom beaateoos Rbena bore. 
Th' Oecbalian race, m thofe high tow'rs contain*^ 

Where once Ewytus in proud triumph rdgn*d, 88 jp 

Or where her humbler torreti Trieca rears. 

Or where hhmi^ rough with rocks, appearsi 

In thirty fail the fparkling waves divide. 

Which Fodaliriui and Machaon guide. 

To thefe his ikSI their * Parent-God impartff^ ' "890 

Divine profeilbft of the healing arts. ^ JEfiuUpta 

The bold Ormnian and Jfterian bands 

In forty barks £wjfylms commands. 

Where Titim hides his hoary head in bow, 

And where Jfyferia^B filver fountains flow. 1^9$ 

Thy troops, Argljfa^ Polypcetes leads. 

And Bimt^ fhUtsed by Ofympni (hades, 

GyrtMi'$ warriors ; and where Orthi lies^ 

And OlooJj99C% chalky dilTs arife. 

Sprang from Piritbous of immortal race» 900 

The fruit of fair H/>^«/amr*s embrace, 

(That day, when hurl'd from Pf/rWs ckxidy head, . 

To diftant desa the ihaggy CaitMtrt fled) 
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With Polypoetes join'd in equal fway 

Leonteus leads, and forty (hips obey. 90J 

In twenty fail the bold Ftrrhahions came 
From C^phus^ Guneus was their leader's name. 
With thefe the £«|Vnsri join'd, and thoie who freeze 
Where cold Dodona lifts her holy trees ; 
Or where the pleafing Titarefiut glides, 910 

Apd into Pennu nHh his eafy tides; 
Yet o*er the filver farface pare they flow, 
' The (acred ftream unmix*d with ftrcams below. 
Sacred and awfiil ! From the dark tbodcs 
Stjx pours them forth, ^the dreadifui oath of Gods \ 91 5 

Laft under ProtJhous the Mofftejimu. ftood, 
Frotbom the fwift, of old 7enibnM% bloods 
Who dwell where FiUon^ crownM with ploy boogfas^ 
Obfcures the glade, and nods his (haggy bsows; 
Or where thro* flow*ry temfi Peiuus ftcay'd. . 920 

(The region ftretch'd beneath his mighty (hade) 



V. 906. In twenty Jhipt the hold PcrrharbiMH rawr.] I "MOt tdl 
whether it be worth oWewing that, except Ogilhyf I h«re not met 
with one tranflator who has exaaif prefierted the niunber of the 
ihips. Cbafman puts eighteen under Eumtha infteid of el^*^ 
HMes but twenty under Afcalaphus and labnem inftead of thbty, tnd 
but thirty under Menelaus inftead of fixty : Vaberie (the foivar 
Freaeb tranflator) hat given Agapator forty for fixty, and ^^'^^ 
forty for ninety: lAzAzm Daeitr gives N^^ but eighty* ^^"^ 
confefs this tranflation not to have been quite fo exa£^ as OgiBfh 
having cut off one from the number of Emmeba*% fliips, and tvro 
from thofe of Guneut : Eleven and two and twenty would iband but 
oddl^ in E^m vtt(t, sad a poem contraeU a httleneft by faififtia| 
C9 iucb tri^ niceties. 

la 
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f fable barb they ftemUthe main ; 

ere the chiefs, and fuch the GreeigM train. 

oext^ O Mufe ! of all Acbtua breeds, 

raveft foaght, or rein*d the nobleft ileeds? 925 

r* mares were feremoft in the chace, 

Ics Beet, and of Pbentian race $ 

here Pitrid'^ fruitfal fountains flow, 

iin*d by him who bears the filver bow. 

in the £ght, their noftri]s breathed a flame, 930 

leight, their colonr, and their age the fame ; 

Ids of death they whirl the rapid car, 

!ak the ranks, s^nd thunder thro' the war. 

I arms the firfl renown acqmVd, 

lem Acbillts in his wrath retir'd : 93 j 

Ks the (Irength that mortal might exceeds, 

i the onrivalM race of heav*nly deeds) 

tis" fon now (hines in arms no more ; 

)p8, neg1e6ied on the fandy fliore. 

In 

;. Or rdiCd the Hoileft fteeds,^ This coupling together the 
horfes ieems odd enou^, but Homer every where treats 
lie animals with remarkable regard. We need not wonder 
nquiry, tvbicb were the btft horfes t from him, who makes 
heavenly extraction as well as his heroes ; who makes his 
addrefs them with fpeeches, and excite them by all thofe 
which a0e£t a human breaft $ who defcribes them fhedding 
brrow, and even capable of voice and prophecy : In moft of 
ints f^rgi/haa not icmpled to imitate him. 
^. His troops. Sec,"] The image in thefe lines of the amuie- 
the Myrmidons, while Achilles detained them from the fight, 
lyiifite propriety in it. Though they are not in nSdoii) xltutvt 
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In empty ttr dieir ^parthre jaT'lios throw, 940 

Or whirl the difk, or bend an idle bow: 

Unftain'd with blood his covered chariots ftand ; 

Th' immortal courfers graze aloi^ the firaadi 

But the brave Chiefe th' inglonoos life dqilor'd. 

And wandering o*er the camp, reqiur*d their Lord. 94; 

Now, likeadeloge, covering all aroond. 
The fhining armies fweep along the ground ; 
Swift as a flood of fire» when ftorms arife. 
Floats the wide field, and bhoes to the ikies. 



very divcrfictos arc military, and a kind of exercife of arms. The 
covered chariots and feeding hoifes, make a natural part of die pic- 
ture ; and nothing is finer than the manly concern of the captuns, 
who as they are fuppofed more ienfibk of gloiy than the foUiei*) 
take no ihare in their diverfions, but wander forrowfully round the 
camp, and lament then- being kept from the battel. This diflereoce 
betwixt the foldiers and the leaders (as Dacier obfierves) is a decorum 
of the higheft beauty. Mibon has admirably imitated this in the 
defcription he gives in his fecond book of the diverfions of the aosels 
duiing the abfence of Lucifer, 

Part on the plain , or in the air Jublime^ 
Upon the wing, or in ftvift race contend ; 
Part curb their fiery fteeds, or Jhun the goal 
With rapid tvheehf or fronted hrigadts firm. 

But how nobly and judiciouily has he raifed the image, in proportioA 
to the nature of tbofe more exalted beings, in that which follows. 

Othen 'tvitb *oafi Typhoaan rage more fell 
Rend up both rocks and bills, and ride the air 
In whirkvind ; bell f caret holds the vtild sjprvtfr. 



Earth 
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Sarth groan'd beheadt them ; u Wh«B ab^ ydi;e 950 

fiurls down die fbrlqr lighttaiog^m abote. 

On Jn'm? when he the thunder ikf6m, ^ 

^nd fires Tffbdfjui wkk redooUbd Uowt/ . • . ' ^ 

Where 7)^i&a» preft benieaA die bonring k»(d. 

Still feds the Airy of tk' arengiiig'God. * ' 9$S 

Bat varioip hit, • yoawSt eottitiiands to be<r, 
:Speeds on the wingsof:.wind6thm^lli^liid'air; ' '" ^ 

61 Priam'^ porch the 7>^«« chtofc-flie^fbttAd,' : : " **- ' " 
The old cdnfddng,' Hfldthfi yehAiiitoiiW. ' ■ 
Polites* (ti^]^, the fliotiarUi*s Ton, (hediofe; ' 960 

Who from JEfetts* toibb obfav*d die* fojes, • 
High on the mound; irda 4riMDeeci9 |M^e^pel!|il9-^\ '' ' ' 
The fields, die tents, di^ ntfjf^^'^iit ihk'^yO'^' ^ - ■'-■'^ "^^ 
lodiisdifleiabledfonii, flic hiftd to bwig. ?i J^^J: / M 
Th' unwelcome mefiage to the PhygiauKu^.' ■ :• 96; 



V. 950. As what ihigryjoi^.l TlwB'trofnparifoii 'pfccedinp thit^ 
«f a fire which runs through the corn and biases to heaviyi,' bud 
«xpreft at once the ds(czl!ng of their arhns and the fw^jfliiefs of their 
march. After which Hungr having mentioned ^thc 4^ud4 of 'thfcii: 
&et, fuperadds another iiniile, which comprehends both the ideas of 
the brightnefs and the lioiie'? for here (&js Eu/tathim) the earth 
appears to bum and groan at the fame time. Indeed the firft of 
thefe fixniles is fo f&lfahd fo noble, that it fcarce feeiined poiHble to 
be exceeded by any image drawn from nature. But Hwter to raife 
it )et higlier, has gotiie into the marveffoui, given a prodigious and 
fupernatural pfofpcc^, .and brought down ^M/iVer himfelf, arrayed in 
all his terrors, to discharge his lii^tnings and thunders on Typharus* 
The Poet breaks out into l^s defcription with an air •£ enthufiafm, 
wh7ch greatly heightens the image in general, while it fecms to 
iranrport him beyond the limits of an exaft clBm;<arifcn. And this 
daring manner is particular to our author above ail the ancients, 
and 16 MikoM above all the moderns* 
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Ceafe to coBfttlt, the dme for aftkm calls. 
War, horrid war, appitHiches to your walls; 
Aflembled armies oft* hai^e I behdd '; . 
Bat ne'er \tall now fiich' nnmbers charg*d a field. 
Thick as aatamaal leaves, or diaving fand,^ 970 

The moving fqnadrons blacken aU the ftnttd; - - ' ' 
Thou, Godlike Heaorf all thy Ibree emptoy, 
Aflemble all th* united hands o(Tr§f ; 
In juft array let. ev*ry^h;Btder call 
The fore^ troops: This day demands them alL 975 

The voice divine the mighty chief ahrms ; 
The council breaks^ the wan&m mfti to arms. 
The gates MflMding pour fixth all thdr train. 
Nations on na^OBS fill die duiky pfadn,. 
. Men, deeds, and chariots (hake tfatf trembling ground ; 980 
The tumult dudcens» and the fkies refound ; 
Amidft the plain in fight of Ilion dands 
A riling mount, the work of human hands; 
(This for Mjrimu*^ tomb th' immortals know, 
Tho' callM J?^<iu7 in the world below) 9S5 

Beneath their chiefs in martial order here, 
Th* auxiliar troops and Tr^an hods appear. 

The godlike HeSor, high above the rtA, 
Shakes his huge fpear, and nods his plumy cred : 
In throngs around his native bands repair, 990 

And groves of lances glitter in the air. 

X Divine 
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e Mneoh bfings the Dorian nce^ 

(on, hy Venus' ftoTn e m br a ce , 
the (hades of ZAf^s fecftt grore^ 
al mixing with the Qaeen of Lovt)^ q^^ 

hu$ and Jcatnas divide 
rrior's toils, and combate by his fide, 
fanr Zeleia\ wealthy vaBeys'tiU, 
the foot of liah &cred hill i 
c» jEfeptis^ ofthy fable flood; tooo 

d by Pandarut^ of royal blOQdi 
m His art AfoUo deigned to fiiow; 
vith the prefent of his fliafts and bow. 

rich Jpafus and AdrejHaS towVa> 
rff'^ fummits, and Pityeah bow*rs ; 1 005 

efe the congregated tioops obey 
4mphius and Adraflus' ^md iway ; 
0// fons; whom, fkillM in fates to come, 

forewarn'dy and prophefyM tiieir doom s 
;*d them on ! the fire forewamM in vain, f0io 
fii'd to war, md perKhM on die ptam. 
PraBius* (bream, Ptrcote^t padure lands, 
AT and Jhydos* neighboring ftrands. 



i. From Pradllus* Breamy Pereote*< pa/hife Und,] Bmef 
itfvdkf mention PrsSim ti a river, Mit Strak9i li^» 13. tel)> 
be untorAooA ib in this fMAft. The afftlklhre of paikur« 

^^ |{|c«(<>f# if £^ ^ teed lus oaea ia that |klaoe» 
, L K . From 
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From great Arijba^s walls and Sille*^ coaft, 

Jfius Hjrtacides condads hb hoft : 1015 

High on his car he (hakes the flowing reins^ 

His fiery courfets thander o*er the plains. 

The fierce Pelafgi next, in war renown'dy 
March from Latijfa\ ever-fertile ground : 
In eqoal arms their brother leaders fhine, 1020 

Hifpotbous bold, and PjUus the divine. 

•NcTCt Acamas and Tyrous lead their hcfis 
In dread array, from 7bracia*g wintry cooib; 
Roond the bleak reahns where Hille/pomtus roars. 
And Boreas beats the hoarfe refounding ihores. 1025 

With great Eupbemus ^e Gcmiatu move^ 
Sprang from Tnrxeman Qus^ lov'd by Jove. 

Tyr^echmei the Paonian troops attend, 
Skiird in the fight their crooked bows to bend ; 
From Axius' ample bed he leads them on, loje 

Axius^ that laves the diflant Amjdon^ 
Axius, that fwells with all his neighboring rills. 
And wide aroond the floated r^ion fills. 



V. 1031. Axius, that fweSt vaitb all hts neigWrii^ rilkJ^i ^^' 
cording to the common reading this verfe ihoold be tranflated, Axitis 
thai dtffufa Us beautiful waters c-ver the land. But we are affured by 
Strobe that Axiui was a muddy river, and that the ancients under- 
ftoodit thus, Axius that receives into it feveral heautifuJ rrveru TU 
triticiim lies in the laft word of the Terie, A?ii> which Suskt itidi 
Art);, and interprets of the river Ma, whole waters were poured iato 
jtaeius. However, H«mtr defcribes thit river agreeable to the vtlftf 
reading in I/. 12. v. 15S. 'A|t«, U fidJ^rw Sitif i«* ymm tnrv» 
This verfioA takes in both* ' 

The 
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The Paphlagonians VyUemimi roles, 
^ere rich Henetia breeds her ikvage mnlei. 103; 

Vhere Erytbiaus* rifing difts are ttea. 
Thy groves of box, Cj^orusl evcr^greeo; v 

\nd where ^gyalms and Cronma Ue, 
^od lofty Sefamus invades the Iky ; 
^nd where P^urtbadus roll'd thro' banb of flowers, 1040 
Refleds her bordering palaces and bow>s. 

Here march'd in arms the EnUf^mUn band, 
Whom O^Ms and Efiftrofbm command. 
From diofe far regtons where the fiin refines . ' . 
The ripening filver in Alyhtan mines, 1045 

There, mighty Cbromis led the Jl^^u train. 
And Augar Enmmus^ infpir'd in vain. 
For ftem Athilks lopt his facred head. 
Rolled down Scamander with the vulg^ dead. 

Pborcys and brave Jfcaniu^ here unite 1050 

Th' 4fca^^ PbrygU^, aigin- for the £g|»t 

Of thdu^ wi|pi ^rbobd tLeQma\mhm tiSde, 
J '*'' ■ ■ • ■ '■ ■. ■ 
Or whom thtMr^des^in ihade of TW^i^hide, 

Mefiitj wad Antipbus ^ charge partake ; 

Bom on the banks of Gyges* fiknt lake. 1055 

There^ from the fields where wild Mttander flows. 

High Mjcalw^ and Laimos^ (hady brows, 

And proud Miletus^ came the Carton throngs. 

With mmgled clamours, and with barbarous tongues. 

K 2 Jm{himadus 
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jb^imaehus and Nmjhs gold* tlie.tra!D9 1060 

lUoififs the bol^ MitfkimacM the-tttii^ 

Who trickM with goUT; and gHtt<r2n|; cm bit tifl^. 

Rode like a Wonun to the fiefd of war,: - 

Fool that he was ! hy 9^fxct JcMtn fixate 

The river fwept him to the briny fliatn: : 10(5 

There viAdm-d with wives the-gaady warrior lies; 

The valiant vidtor fefKM the goMen, ptize. 

The forces lall^in fair trr^r fucceed. 
Which UamdeTs GiSM^i and ^iir/ir^ lead ; 
The warlike bands that tBftantJLjraityieldr, 1676 
Where guIphyJSWi&Mi foams along the fields. 



'V^W^HItil tfl 




Oasia* 



Observations on tbe Cat alogv^. 

IF vtt look apon this piece with an eye to aadent leirning, it may 
be ohfervedy that however fjbnious the other parts of Homer^t 
poem may be, according to the nature of £pic poetry ; this accooAt 
of the peopk, princes^ and countries, is purely luftorical, founded On 
the rrol tranfadions of thofe timet, and by far the moft valuablt 
piece or hiftory and geography left us concerning the ftate of Gre$et 
m that early period. Greece was theb divided into feveral Dynaftie^ 
"Vduch our Author has enumerated under their ireft)ei^ve princes'} 
and his divifion was looked upon io eza£t, that we are told of many 
contiof ei fies vonoeming the boundaries cf Grecian cities, which have 
Ven decided noon the authority of this piece. Eufhtbiut has colleAed 
together the foUowhig iaftances, The city of CaJydm was adjudged 
to the MnUam iMs^thftandinK the pretenfions (li JEoEa, becaufe 
JBbtirhad ranked It among the towns belonging to the formerr 
i9f^« was grren to thofe efJfydos, upon the plea that he had faid 
tte J^dmant were wjfftObn of Sti/hs, AhJot and Arifie. "When 
ibe Imk&na itoA people of Triene difputed their claim to Myeale, a 
^aft tf Homer carried it ia favour of the Mile/am, And the u^be- 
Bwai were put hi poffeflion of Sula/uis by another which was cited by 
Mil, or (as €imm think) mtefpolated by him for that purpofe. Nay 
hi h U^ eftfanatiOB h» thh citato^e been kdd, that (as Porphyry 
\m written) there have been laws in ibme nations for tAe youth to 
Itvn it by heart, and particulaily tIerMas (whom Otperus de jfyopbth* 
Homer, talres to be €ereydas, a Law-giver c^ the Megakpolitam) made 
k one to his coaoTrymen. 

fhit If we conf^der the catalogue purely as poetical, it will not 
want its beauties in that light. RapiH, who was none of the fQoft 
IbperfHtiona admirers of our author, reckons it among thofe parts 
which had particu!ar'y charmM him. We may obferve firft, what an 
air of p^obahility is fpread over the whole poem by the particularizing 
f f every nation and. people concerned in this war. Secondly, what 
an entertaining fcene he prefents to us, cf fo many countries drawn 
in their livelieft and moft natural colours, while we wander along 
with him amidft a beautiful varirty of towns, havens, forefts, vine- 
yards, gropes, mountains and rivers; and are perpetually amufed 
wkh bit ob&rrations on the different foils, products, lituations, or 
pro^befts. Thirdly, what a noble review he pafles before us of f« 
Kigoty aa a^my* drawn out ib order trOop V^ trao^\ ni^Ai^tV^ 

K3, ^SJw^ 
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the number only been told in the grofs, had never filled the 
ftader with (b great a Aotion of the importance of the adion. 
JFourthly^ the defim'ption of the differing arms and manner of fight- 
ing of the foldien, and the various attitudes he has given to the 
commanden : Of the leaders, the greateft part are either the imme- 
diate ions of Gods, or the defcendants of Gods ; and how great an 
idea mnft we have of a war, to the waging of which fo many Demi- 
gods . and heroes are aflembled ? Fifthly, the feveral artful comple- 
ments he paid by this means to his own country in general, and 
many of his contemporaries in particular, by a celebration of the gene- 
alogies, ancient feats, and dominions of the great men of his time. 
Sixthly, the agreeable mixture of narrations from pafages of hifiory 
or fables, with which he amuies and relieves us at proper intervals. 
And laftly, the admirable judgment wherewith he introduces this 
whole catalogue, iuft at a time when the poAure of affairs in the 
army rendered fuch a review of abfolute necefilty to the Creeks \ and 
in a paufe^of a&!on> while each vras rcfrdhing bimlelf to pr^e 
for the enfoing battels. 

Macrohius in his Saturndlia, lib, c. cap, 15, has given us a judickxa 
piece of criticifm, in the comparison betwixt the catalogue of Hcm0' 
mnd of Pltvil, in which he juftly allows the preference to our authoTi 
for the following realbns. Hotrur (fa>8 he) has begun his defcriptici 
from the mod noted proflK>ntory of Greece, (he means that e£Aukif 
where was the narroweft paflage to £ukea») From thence with a 
regular progreis he deicribes either the maritime or medjtcrranran 
towns, as their fituatlons are contiguous t He never paffea with ind- 
den leaps from place to place, omitting thofc which lie between { 
Kttt proceeding like a traveller in the way he has begun, conflantly 
returns to the place from whence he digreffed, till he finifiies the 
whole circle he defigned. Virgil, on the contrary, has ohlerved no 
order in the regions detcribed in his catalogue, /. 10. but is perpe- 
tually breaking from the courfe of the country in a iooie and deuii- 
tory manner. You have Clufim and Cofie at the beginnings neztP#- 
fulonia and Ihniy then Pif^t which lie at a vaft diftance in EtmrtM j 
and immediately after Cerete^ ^yih ^^^ GrMvifc^, places adjacent to 
Home : From hence he is (hatched to Liguriat then to Mantua, The 
fame negligence is obfervable in his enumeration of the aids that 
followed Tumus in /. 7. Macrobim next remarks, that all the perfons 
who are named by Homer in his catalogue, are afterwards introduced 
in his battles, and whenever any others are killed, he mentions only 
a multitude in general. Whereas yirgil (he continues) has fpar'cd 
himfelf rhe labour of that exaftneis; for not only fcvezal whom hc 
m^ntions in the lift, are never heard of in the war, but othcis 
make a figure in the war, of whom we had no notice in the lli^. 
For example, he fpedfies a thoufaod men under Majfcui who cams 
from CluJhM, /■ 10. V. 167. Turma foon aftcru-ards is in the ihip . 
which had carried KiaiiOfiuia ftom the lame place, /. 10. v. 65$. 

Ihl* 
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This Ofinius was nerer named before, nor is it probable a King ihould 
fervc under Mafficus, Nor indeed does either Mafficus or Ofinius ever 
make their appearance in the battels. — — He proceeds to inftance 
feveral others, who though celebrated for heroes in the catalogue, 
have no farther notice taken of them throughout the poem. In 
the third place he animadverts upon the confiifion of thr fame names 
in Virgil: As where Corirueut in the ninth book is killed hy jljjlat, 
IP. 571. and Corin^ns in the twelfth kills Ebujut, v. 298. Numa is 
llain by Nifus, L 9. v. 554. and Mneai is anerwards in purfuit of 
Numa, /. 10. v. 56a. jEneas kills Camertes in the tenth book, 
V. c6i. and Juiurna afTumes his ihape in the twelfth, v. 224. He 
•bierves the fame obfcuri'y in his Patronimics. There is PaUnurut 
Jafidety and Japix lajtda, Hippocoon HyrtacidcSj and AMa% Hyrtacidei, 
On the contrary, the caution of Homer is remarkable, wlio having 
two of th« name of Ajax, is conftjntly careful to diftioguiih them 
by Oileui or Telamonius, the leffer or the greater jfjax. 

I know nothing to be alledged in defence of Firgi/, in anfwer to 
this tnthor, but the common excufe that his ^neis was left un- 
fioiihcd. And upon the whole, thefe are fuch trivial flips, as great 
Wits may pais over, and little Criticks reioire at. 

But Miur9kim has another remark, which one m«r accufe of evi- 
dent partiality on the fide of Homer, He blames Ftrgil for having 
wwned the eipreflion in his catalogue, to avoid the repetition of the 
lune words, and prefers the bare and unadorned reiterations of Ho- 
akt; who begins almoft every article the iiaime way, and ends per- 
petnallv, McAaireet riis< i^rarro, &C. Perhaps the beft reafon to be 
given flor this, had been the artlefs manner ot' the fiift times, when 
fiicb repetitions were not thought ungraceful. This may appear frdm 
fevoral of the like nature in the fcripture ; as in the twenty-fixth 
chapter of Numbers, where the tribes of Ifrak are enumerated in the 
fhuas of Moab, and each divifion recounted in the fame words. 
So in the feventh chapter of the Revelations: Of the tribe of QdA 
wen feabd twelve tboujand, &e. But the words of Macrobius are, 
Hms etpias fortajft futat alifuis diviu^ illi Jimplicitati praferendas, 
8ed ne/cio fuo moio Homer urn repetitio. ilia um'i decet, & ejl genio 
mmifui Poet^ digna* This is etactly in the fpirit, and almofl- in the 
cant, of a true modem critick. T^e Simplia'tas, the Ntfcio quo 
Modb, the Gemio antiqui Poeta digna, are excellent general phrafe^ for 
thofe who have no reafons. Simplicity is our word of dilguife for a 
fhameful unpoetical neeleft of expreflion : The term of the Je ne 
f^jy qucy is the very fupport of all ignorant pretenders to delicacy j 
aui'd "o lift op our eyes, and to talk of the Genius of an ancient, is 
at once the cheapeft way of ihrwing our own tafte, and the fliortcft 
way of criticising the wit of others our contemporaries. 

One may add to the foregoing comparifon of thefe two authors, 

fomc icaibns for the length of Hemrr't, and the fliortnefs of Virgil^t 
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CAtalogoM. As» tbat Homer might have a defign to iettk the feB- 
graphy of his country, there being no de(cription of Greece before hit 
4aj% \ which was not the cafe with VirgiL Homer % concern wai to 
complement Greece at a time when it was divided Into many diAind 
iftatcs, each of which might expert a place in his catalogue : But 
when all baly was fwallowed up in the fole dominion of Remey Virgil 
had only Rome to celebrate. Homer had a numerous army, and wai 
to dcicribe an important war with great and Taricut events, wherm 
Virgil* 9 fphere was much more confined. The ihipt of the Gneh 
wcxe computed at about one thoufand two hundred, thole nf ^luas 
and his aids but at two and forty ; and as the time of the a^Uon of 
both poems is the fame, we may fuppofe the built of their ihips, 
and the number of men they coniained, to be much alike. So tbat 
ff the army of Homer amounts to about a hundred thonfand men, 
that of Firgii cannot be above four thoufand. IX' any one be fartber 
curious to know upon what this computation is founded, he may fee 
it in the following paflage oiTbtuydidn, lik, i. ** Homer % fleet (fays 
" he] conGfted df one thovfand two hundred veflTela t thole of the 
** BeeatioMi carried one hundred and twenty men in each, and tholic 
'< of PhyUffetes fifty. By thefe I fuppofe Homer cjcpreft the Jareefi 
" and the fmaUeft fiae of ihipt, and therefore meatiMU no other 
*< ibrt. But he tells us of ihefe who iailcd with Pbyhaaet, that 
** they fervcd both aa mariners and ibldkra, in fayiaf tbc towcti 
<< were all of them ardiers. From hence the whole aunabcr will be 
•< feen, if we efiimate the /hips at • medium betweeo the greateft 
<* and the lead."* That is to fay, at eighty-five men to each 'vt&l 
(which is the mean between fifty and a hundred and tMrmy) the 
total comes to a hundred and twQ thouland men. Phuarcb was 
therefore in a miftake when he computed the men mt a hondred 
and twenty thoufand, which proceeded from his fuppofi«g a hundred 
and twenty in every (hip ; the contrary to which appears from the 
abovementioocd /hips of PbibSietes, as well as from thofe of jiclilki, 
which are faid to cany but fifty men a-piece, in tiie fixte«nth 
Wad, V. 207. 

Befides FirgiPi imitation of this catalogue., there has fcarce been 
any Epic writer but has copied after it i which is at leaft a proof 
how beautiful this part has been ever efteemed by the finefi^ genius*! 
in all ages. The catalogues in the ancient po^u avp geaftally 
known, only I muft take notice that the Plaaan mad. .Bmmiam 
towns in the fourth Tbebaid of Statius are tranflatcd from hence. 
Of the moderns, thofe who mo/t excel, owe tbrir beauty to the 
imitation of fome Angle particular only of Homer, Thus the chief 
Krace of Taffies tatali gue confi/ls in the defcription of the heroei, 
without anj thing remarkable on the fide of the countries : Of the 
pieces of ilory he has interwoven, that of Taacred^t amour to 
utripJa is ill placed, and evidently too long for the re/l. SpeKcerh 

enumcraticQ 
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cnmMfetmtion of the Brkijb ind Irijb rivefi in lift elev««tK canto <t>f 
hit fourth book, is one of the nobleft in the worM ; if we confidier 
hit ftthjcA was more confined, and can excole his net ohferring the 
order or cftttrfe of the cotintry ; but his variety of defcri|>tion, aad 
fruitftiliieit x>f imagination, are ^ bo whei« more admirrf>le than in 
that part. Mikon^t lift of the falleti angels in his firft h^ok- is- 
an tnSt imitation of Bmer, as ftr as regards the digretioni of 
hiftoff, and antiquities, a^d his manner of infatiftg thim 1 In all 
elfe I believe it muft be allowed inferior. And indeed what Mr- 
tniius has faad to caft yirgil below Homer, will fall much more 
flrongly upon all the reA. 

I had fome caufc to fear that this catalogue, which contributed 
to much to the fuccefs of the author, Hiould ruin that of the Tranf« 
lator. A mere heap of proper names, though but for a few linea- 
together, cou)d afford little entertainment to an EwUJb reader, who 
probably could not be appri2ed either of the neceffity or beauty of 
this part of the Poem. There were but two things to be done to 
give it a chance to pleafe him; to render the veifification very 
flowing and mufical, and to make the whole appear as much a hnid' 
J;ttpe or piece of painting aS poffible. For both of thefe I had the 
erample of Homer in general 3 and yirgil, who found the ncceflity 
in another age to give more into dcfcription, feemed to authorife 
tlae latter in particular. Diomgfias of HMb'carneffutf in his difcourfe 
of the StrmBwrt and dij^fiion ef 'toorii, pio£eflfes to admire nothing ■ 
more than that hatmoniour examiners with which Hemtr has pLiced - 
thefe wonft, and ibftened the fyllabks into each other, fo as to de- 
tire mu6ck from a crovd of names, which have in themfelves no 
Vauty or dignity. I Would flatter iny(elf that I have pra£tifed this 
Bot unfuGcdbfully in our language, which is more fofceptibie- of all 
the variety and .power of numberSj than any of* the modern-, and 
fecond to none but the Greek and Roman, For the latter point, I 
have ventured to opeft the profpeA a little, by the addition of a few 
epithets or ihort hints of defcription to fome of the places mentioned ; 
tho* feldom exceeding theoompafs of half a verre(the fpace to which- 
my Author himfelf generally cOfifoies thefe Figures in miniature.) 
Bat this has never been done without the befl authorities from 
iAit ancients, which may be feen under the- refpedlive names in the 
Geographical Table following. 

The table itlelf I thought but neceflaiy to annex to the map^ 
as my warrant for the fituations afligned in it to ieveral of the * 
towns. For in whatever maps I have feen to this purpofe, many 
of the places are omiued, or elfe f;!t down at random. Sopbianut 
aad Gtrbeiius have laboured to i'ettle the geography of old Greece, ^ 
many of wfaofie niftakcs were redified by Laurtfitrgiut, Thefe 
K 5 however' 
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however defended a greater conmiendatioii thain thofe who (bcceeM 
them; and particularly Sanfui't map prefixed to Dm Piu*s Bikk' 
ctbtque Bi/Urt^e^ is nuferabfy deic£ti^ both in omiffiona aad faUs 
plaringa } which I am obliged to mentionf as it pretends to be 
deiigned exprefly for this catalogpe of Homer, I am perfoaded tlie 
greater part of my readers will have no cnriofitj this way, bow- 
ever they may allow me the endeavour of gratifying thofe few 
who have : ' The reft are at liberty to pais the two or tbicc fol- 
lowing kavea unread. 




J Geo- 




A Geographical Table of the TcwnSj &c. 
. in HoM er'j Catalogue of Greece, with the 

Authorities for their Jituation^ as placed in 

this Map. 

BCEOTIA, under five Captains^ Pcneleus, &fr. 
containingj 



jfULIS, a haven on the 

.^^ Embman fea oppollt6 to 

Chalets, where the pafTage 

to fvAflM it nanroweft. Straho, 

Uk. 9. 

^eoHf Hmner deicribes it a hilly 
conntry, and Statius after him 
''■—•' dmfaiHfue jugis Eteotun ini' 
fuit. Thei, 7. 

Hyrie, a town and lake of the 
iame nanoe belonging to the ter- 
ritory of Tanagra or Cr^a, 
Straic, lih. 9. 

Scbitnusy it lay in the road be- 
tween Thebes and Anthedouy fifty 
ibdia from Thebes, Strab. ibid, 

Scbolos, a town under mount 
Cftbenn: Jbid. 

Tbejpia, neajr HaSartus under 
Boibunt Helicon. Pauf, Beeot, near 
the Cmimhian hay. Ibid. 

Grgea, the fame with Tanagra, 
thirty ftadia from AmUs, on the 
MMbman iea$ by this place the 
river AfeM falls Into that iea. 

md. 



MycateJfuSf between Thebes and 
Cbakii* FauJ, Beet. ntSixTana* 
gra or Graa. Strab. h 9. Far 
mous for its pine-trees J P/W- 
geris Mycalejus in agris. Statius, 
lib. 7. 

Harma, clofe by Mycalejfus, 
Strab. I. 9. This town as well 
as the former lay near the road 
from Thebes to Chakis. Pauf. 
Beeoti It was here that An^bi^ 
araus was fwallowed by the earth 
in bis chariot, from whence it 
received its name. Ibid. 

Ilefien, it was fituate in the 
fens near Helew and IJyief not 
far from Tanagra. Thefe three 
places took their namtt from 
being fofcated (*'£Xo«, Palus.) 
Ibid. 

. Erythrety in the confines nf 
Attica near Plauea. Thucyd. I. ^ 
■ dites peeenan comitantur 
Erythree. Stat. Theb. 7. 

Peteom, in the way ttomThehez 
to Aatbedui, Strobe, /. 9, -- ' 
Ocales^ 



J?2 
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Ocmka, ia the mid -way betwixt 
BmU^rtut and MalccmetMu StrM" 
tt, h'k 9. 

Medeon, near Onchtjha, JHd, 

Cop^t a town on the lake Co- 
faiiy by the river Cepblffits, next 
Orcbomtmts, Ibid, 

Emtrejkj a finail towa of the 
TMpiant near Tbijbe, Ibid. 

iki/ht vnder mooat Hiiiim» , 
Pauf, Bteot. 

CofM§0^ (ut^cntYktCepHfit, 
where it falls into the lakeCv- 
fais. Strabo, L 9. 

Haliartus, on the fame lake. 
Strab, ibid Bordering on C^ro- 
t:ea and Plat^a, PW. Bmot. 

Phteay between Gtbem and 
^ndes, <iivided from the latter 
by the river jffipiu, Strabo, h 9. 
Viridefaue Platstau Stat, Tb, 7. 

Gfrffa, in the territory of 
TMfXy aboonding with viaet. 
£accho Gbfanm eolentn, Stat. 

TMef, fitaate between the ri- 
vers Tfmenus Mndjifsfttt, Siraba, 
lib, 9. 



Oaebeflast on. the lake Gofeiu 
The grove confeciBteA to Niftune 
in this phKe» aod ceMnted by 
Homer, together with a temple 
and ftatue of-that God, weie 
fbewn in the time of Paufaniat. 
Vide Btnt. 

Afni^ feated on the fafiK lak^ 
famous for vines. Strab, Hmu 
I JCU^, on the fame take. IWi 

Nija, oxNjJa (afmt St§tivm) 
at acco r ding to Stnio,, /• 9. Ifa'f 
near Aatbedon* 

Antbedon, a oity On the fea 
iide oppofite to Eubtea, the at- 
moft on the fliore towards Ltcrii. 
Strab. L 9. Ttf^ tikitaa haffit 
jitttbedon, Statius, /. 7. 

AfpUdoUy twenty iladia from 
Orcbomenus, Strab, /. o. 

Orcbomema, and the ptains about 
ky being the moft fpaciout of all 
in Bmtia, (Pbttmxh in Tit. Syl- 
Up, circa medium ) 

Mtaur diRinguiwei thcM tw^ 
laft from the reft of Bantia* 
They were co m man ded by J^* 



PHOCIS, under Schedius W^Epiftrophus^ 
containing^ 



Cyfarijifs, the fame with^- 
tieyrrba according to Pamfimof, 
%n the hay of Coritnh, 

Fytb^i adjoining to Pamafit: 
fmtit think it dke fame with Dei* 
fbi. PMufan, Pbocic, 

Crijfkt a Tea-town on the bay of 
Gtrintb near Cyrrba* Strab, I, 9. 

DauUi, upoA the Cipbijfiu at 
the foot of Farnagiu, Ibid, 

Pancpea, upon the fame river, 
•adjoiniog to Orcbamcma, jiift by 



Hjampoh't €f Aanmrha Jbid. 

r both the ikme ac» 

^'*^r''^ Jbid0it. Coniaing 



Aofmoria^ 



'] 



opoa Ltcrit, Pauj» 



X^PUc, 

hiUtOy at the head of the t'vm 
Cepbiffiih jaft o* tke edge of Pbo* 
eis, lb, ' p rtpeUiMttmflU 

Lilaam Ctpbiffi glaciate eaptOk 
Stm» /. 7* 

LOCRIS, 
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LO C R 1 S, under Ajax OTlcus, containing^ 

Cfmut a tnaritime town to- Augia* 
varit Eub^ea, Strah, /. 9. Tarfbe, 

Otm^ ^ JUcrian city* fifteen Tbromus, on the McImh bay. 

ftadia "ftMki tile ^^ flfljacent to 9^^^. £(. 9. 
TMfmMkMmu Jbid* Bomiut, a rhr^ that padea 

OBaras, hf nranhs, and runs idto the 

Mr, lb eallea fttrtn being co- bay of Oaa, betwten Cjmn uti 

yered with flimbs. Strab, Ao. SemfU. Pnd. 

JtcMrpbe, ieated between Viro^ All thefe oppofite tb the ifle of 

ftfam aoA Tbtrmc^U, ten ibulhi J?«AMr» 
irooi the *&>• imf* 

EUBtEA, «»ifer Elephcnor, containingy 

Chalets, the city oaareft to the Sfrah, L xo. 
codtineat of Grttct, juft oppofite Dioi, feated high. Hum. Near 

^ JuBs in B«uiUi* Stmk,l,so. BiftUeM, IH4» 

Bnrris, betwttn Qmldi and Cgry/hh > city at the foot of 

Ctnfui. Bid, the mountaih OcM. Strah* Bi4, 

JStftiaea, k town with vine- Between Eretria and Certjhtu 

larda, over aoinft *tk%Jfah^ PtoUm, 1, 3. 
iK»«^ /. 7. ^Irvy»> • town near Carxf^ 

Cenmtbm, on the iea-ftore. StraU^ /. xOr 
HiMv. liaar the rifer Butknu* 



ATHENS, «»jfer Mencfthcusr. 
the Sfit of SALAMIS, mitr Ajax Tekmotr 

PELO- 
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PELOPONNESUS, ^be Ea/i Part divided 
into Argia and Mycense, under A gamemnon, 
contains^ 



Atgn, forty ftacUa from the 
ibu Pauf, Cori/t* 

Tfriatbe, between Argos and 
Bftdaurtts, Jbid* 

Three cities lying in 
this order on the bay 
of Hermtotie, .SiraAo, 
lih.%. Pauf, Corinth, 
AJmen, Treexene was featcd 
Hermion, ^ high, and jijine a 
T'rtexene, rocky coaft.- m 

Mapfe Tnetsene, 

Ov, Fafi, 2 

^cs Afina cautes, 

x^Lucan, I. 8« 

Eioiid! war on the {ea-fide, ' for 

Strabo tells us the people of 

Mycetut made it a ftation for 

their ihips, lib. 8. 

Rpidaurusy a town and little 
ifland adjoining, in the inner part 
of the Sarwiic bay. Strab, I. 8. 
It ¥ras fruitful in vines in Hemer*s 
time. 

The ifle ofMgina, over-againft 
Bfidauruu 

Mafeta belongs to rht jirgdEe 
fhore according to Strabo, who 
obferves that Homer names it not 
in the exa£^ order, placing it 
with JEgina, Strab, /. 8. 
. Myceti/e, between CUone and 
jfrgos, JStr, Faufaa, 



Cortnth^ near the mm. 
CUone, between Jbgoi andO- 
rtntb. Pauf, Corinth, 

Orma^ on the bordert ^Sief 
enia, UiJ, 

j^etbyria, the iame with 
PUiaJUt, at the foiirce of tht 
Aehaian jtfoput, Stivi. L 8. 

Sic^, (anciently the kingba 
ofAdraftusJ betwixt Corinth and 
Achaia. Pfuf. Corinth. 

Hyftr^, the £une with ^p- 
ra, fays Paufan, Achate. Seated 
betwixt Pellene and Heb'ce. Strai» 
Hb, 8. Oppofite to PanuSia. 
Tofyb. I, 4. ^ 

Gond^a, Homer defcA>ei it 
fit«a?« ^Fiery fcigh, and Seeta 
Troas. Cares nunfuam Com^ 
venfo. 

. Peiiene, bordering on Sityti 
and Pkenetn, fixty ftadia from the 
fea PttuJ.Artad, Celebrated lo- 
ciently for its wool. 8trak. 1 8. 
Jul, Pol. 

i-Next Sitycn lies ?(/- 

I lent, ^€. then Htiittt 

j and . next to Heiittt 

JEpum^ I ASgium. Strab, 1 8. 

Htlice, ] Heiice lies, oo tl» 

iea-fide, Ibvty ibdia 

I from .rffi)p/«. P#k/. 
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ne JVefi Tart of PELOPONNESUS, 
divided into Laconia, Mefienia, Arcadia, 
and Elis. 



LACONIA, under Menclaus, containing^ 



^rts, the capital city> on the 
nver Eufotas* 

Pbara, on ihthxf of Meffenia, 
Straho^ /. 8. 

M^a, Siraho thinks this a 
contraAion of Meffina, and Sta- 
tius in his imiutiMi of this cata- 
logue, Hi. 4. caUs it fo. 

Bnfia, under mount Tajgetus, 

Am^, the fame vrith Mp^e 
in the opinion of Paufanias 



fLscomdsJ Thirty fiadia fiom 
Gjtbitm, 

AtiTfcUt^ twenty ihdia from 
Sparta towards the £n. Pt^. 
/. 4. under the monatain taretut. 
Straho, /. 8. 

ArZwy on the iea-fide. Hmrn* 
Upon the river Ettntas* Uid* 

Laos. 

Oetyios, near the promoatory 
of Tanarus* Pauf, Lac, 



MESSENIA, «»^^rNcftor, containing^ 



Pjbtf the city of Neflor on the 
fca^more. 

'Arme, ftated near the river 
JMSinnM. Bom. U, ii. Stra6, 

nrfui, 00 'the nnr Al^btus, 
the (ame which /fcsKr eUewhere 
calls T&^M^. Bid, 

JEfy, the ancient Geographers 
differ about the fituation of this 
town, but agree to phce it near the 

fea. Vide Strab, I 8 Summis 

iage^um wtntibtu JEfy, Stat, I. ^ 



Cyfarifie, on the borders of 
Mej/may and upon the bay called 
horn it C^rtfaus, PauJ.Meffm, 

Amfbignaay ■ FtrtiHs 

An^gema. Stat, Tb. 4. near 
the former.' So aUb, Pttie^tlj 
which was built by a colony from 
Pulam in Tbeffah, Strab. I, %, 

Helot, near the river Aiphem, 
Uid, 

Dorion, a field or mouBfeain 
near the lea. Bid* 



ARCADIA, under Agapenor, containing^ 

The mountain Mlene, the naar Pbeneus, Parf.Arad, Vn- 
hi^tneft of PolafMrnefis, on the der this flood the tomb of ^/^wi. 
borden of AcSaia and Acadia, Thsft monument (the iame author 

tel!s 



t^ 



yf Geb^i^alTa^R Tir 



tells ns) was remaining in bis 
tkne^ it wm oitfy a heap of eartk 
ifictofed vAxh a ^iXL of rbugh 



Pbeneus, coafining on Pettene 
Ud Siym/belus* Ibid. 

Orcbcwunus, confining on P^- 
mau Aid MoMtin^a. Ibid, 

fThefe three, Sfral'o 
tells «•» are not to be 
foQhd, DOf t\ilfSt %tu- 
ation aligned. Zib, 
Strati 






Tegea, between j^rgox flUflf 
S^rttt. Fofyi^, L 4. 

Mantindta; t)ordering npon %- 
gemfArgianniOrchomemt. Pauf. 
Arcad, 

Stympbebts, ooii&iiilig es PUf- 
afia or Aretlyria, Straho, /. 8. 

Parrbafim, adjafning to XocmrW 

yrhnyi. k ^.^ PanUpfie 

niveu Ovid, Fafi, %, 



g, I ation aiiigned. Lf», 

»«>*< 8. ft^ fin, t^fpe 

ffe^ ] ftobd h!^, as ^p-fiedfs 

* I fttsm kA, and Staiiaii 



I 4. Veiitofajue doimt 



ELIS, under four Lea^s^ Ampbimacifeyfiff. 

containingy 



Tie tkfEkr, one iMUfliffl an4 
•ipegcy ftadia from the fea. Paufi 
MUsoM, %, 

Bttpra&m near ESs, Strai§, 

The places boa&ded Vj the 
HeUi of Hfrmnt, ita the territory 
«CJUu, betwcM aaount (^&itf 
aftdthaiou 



MytfiiM, oh the lea^lid^ if- 
▼enty ftadia from J?Zr'r. Strsb, I, S. 

The OknianRoddf which iloed 
near the city O'Unn, at the onuth 
of the river PfVnu. Pauf.Admx, 

And Alyfium^ the name of a 
town or river> in the way frtO 
Elu to Pij^. Sfmbo, /. 8. 



Tii ISLES over-a^SinJl the Omtineni of Elk, 
Acl)aia, or Acarnania. 



MMuides and DuSchium, nn- 
4ar JIf (r(«i. 

XhtCepMtniawtxmSet Uhffih 

Wng thofe from SMm (the tame 
with C^fimlerfiaJ from ZaepttbuSm 
Grocykai /^Sf^ Ifaitus, and 
Xtaii 1^ it gfmfraflj 



fuppofed to be the largeft of thefe 
iilands on the jeaft fide- of C^ftitf- 
loMOy and ifext tfe lt| but that i^ 
according to JVbeekr, twenty 
JkUian miks^ in circiup fcian ce, 
whereas Srrabo girei Jthmm bot 
cightx iftadla aboot* U was ra- 
ther 
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ther one of the leflfer iflands to- 
Wiurds the mouth of the Acbekui, 
thmer adds to thefe places un- 
der the dominioo of C//^> Eft- 
rut ani the oppofite continent, 
hy which (as M. Dacitr ohimcs) 



cannot be meant Efirus properly 
fo called, which was never fubjeA 
to Vljiffis, but only the fiea-coaft 
of Acarttania, «pf«fiu tO theft 

iflands. 



Tbe Continent ^/ACARNANIA athi 
JETOLIA, uftder Thosi^. 



PleMrot, featcd between Cbakis 
.and Caifdea, by the fca fhore. 
Upon the river Evumtp Weft of 
CJ)sldi. Strai. /. xo. 

Oknos, lying abovt Gaffdo; 
with the Ewnui on the J&aft of 
k. Ikid: 

^iWp «k« iluBe with Prff/- 
Am^ «oft far from fkunn, but 
more In the land, Skid. 



Cbalcit, a lea-towki. Htmer. 
Situate on the Eaft fidt of the 
Ewuuu JStrMk, Jhid. There was 
another Cbttkit at the head of tbe 
Eventtt, called by Strsk^ ^yf^ 
Chalets. 

UfyiUn, en tht Evnm alfil* 



5*f ^ ef CRETE «»4b^ Idomcncui, 



^ftMs, ^etfted in the plain be- 
'trntoTtyifm and Oertym, one 
4mftM and twenty fladit firom 
ifftfkt, 9tr^, 4, lo. 

OfptyMy sin^yinMHa uOfn tne 

ty&uM, eighty ftadia from the 
fame fea. /M. 
Milaui* 



l^b^fhut fixty ftadia frooi C?0^ 
Mr, twenty fnm tat iea, under 
Gortyna, Strab.Wd* Itl^*A 
tlie rherJjMnr, ai appears lor 
HomerS dtfcriptfon ^ it in tbe 
third book of tbe f^^^USh* 

iUytium, vnitt Oorffwa* Strat» 



Tbe TJle of RHODE S, under Tlepolemus, 
cmtainingy 

yaljjtts, between Camirvs and 
JtMb. Uid. 



thdmy on the right band to 
thofe who fail from the city of 
JKMr^ S0iit|iw«id« Bm^. 1 14. 



C^mirnt, 



Tbt 
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The IJlandsy Syma, (under Nireus) Nifyrus, 
Carpathus, Cafus, Cos, CalydnjB, mkr 
Andphus and Phidippus« 

The Contineni (?/THESSALY tcward the 
JEgean fea^ under Achilles. 



w Pilafficum, (the fame 
which wat fince called PhthictisJ, 
Straho, lib, 9. fajrs that fome 
thought this the aame of a town, 
•then that Homer ineant by it 
this part of Thejfafy in general, 
fwhidb laft feemi moft probable.) 
St€fb, Bjxane, observes, there was 
• dtf ArgM in 7bejfah, as well 
at b Peifomufus ; the former was 
calkd Peiajgie in contradiftin^Hon 
•0 t)xt Aebman: for though the 
Ptlafgi po^eft ieveral parts of 
Mpirtu, O'eti, Pe&pdnn^i, &c,_ 
yet they retained their principal 
leat in Thejafy, Siefb. Byx. i» 
f.Paml. 

f Both on the fhore of 



Phthia^ ^ 
HeUai, ^ 



{impthf towards Lccrii* 
Strabg, /. 9. jibs lies 
in thepal&ge of mount 
Ot^s. Ibid. 
Tricbine, under the mountain 
€tta. Eujatb, in II. 2. 



'Some fuppofed tbeie 
two to be names of 
the fame pbce, si 
Strab^ fays J tboufh 
it it plain Bm9 
diftinguilhes then. 
Whether they wen 
cities or regions, Jb^• 
^0 b not detenafaNd. 

ThttHeUena. This denonins* 
tKNi) aftcrwarda cosnmoB to sD 
the Greeks, k here to be aa^ 
ftood only of thofe who iahs' 
hited Pbtbiotis. It was not till 
long after Hemer't time that the 
people of other cities of Gmcs 
defiring afiiftanoe from thefi;, bs- 
gan to have the {amenaaaeftott 
their commumcatioii withtbcBW 
as Tbucfdiies remarks in the bs> 
ginning of his iah book. 



The following under Protefilaus. 



Pbylaee, on the coaft of Pbtbi' 
etisj toward the Melian bay. 
Strabo, i, o. 

Pyrrbajus, beyond the moun- 
tain Otbrys, had the grove of Cera 
withia two ifauiia of it. Bid. 



■ Ttoiui, ftxty ftadia from Jl>*t 
k lay higher in the land tbia 
Pyrrbajus, above mount Othiji- 
UiJ. 

Antrm, on the fea-fide. Hin* 
In the paflage to ^sJbtta* Ui^» 
Puketf 



H&M£R*8 CaTACOOUB. l-jp 

ft»it, the rituation of this cuUn, it maft bare been feated 

in Strah Teems to be be- as I have pbced it. Lky alio ~ 

lAntron and Pyrrhafus: But feats it on the Sfercbivt, 
defcribes it with great ex- All thofe tbwns wUcb were 

Is to lie on the ihore to- nadcr FrofefiUut (Cayt Stni6o, 

Bmstia, on the confines of Iih» 9.) being the five lafl mci^ 

tut, . upon the river Sptr- tioned, lay on the caftem fi^ of 

according to which parti- the motfntain Othys, 

Tbefe under Eumelus. 

9wr, in the farthefl part of of Hy^ia, Strah* 

tfiip confining on mount Cfiapbyra, 

.. Straho, lib. 9. Near the lolctn, a fea town on the ^#- 

ifB^ebi, PtbJ. And plen- gafaoM bay* . Lhy, Rb»i^ ai.A 

' water^ with the fountains Strah^ 

Under Philoftetcs. 

Hb9iu, a city of MacedoKia, Ofyxon, It feems that this 

adit from Pj/dna in Pieria, place lay near Baie, hhh <^ 

Ormemnm, from Strah, Uh. g* 

r in PbtbiotU near where he fayt, Demetrius caufed 

90eia, J Pbarfalus, accord- the inhabitants of thefe towns to 

Sim, y ing to the fame an- remove to DemetriaSf on the fame 

C thor. Bid, coaft. 

ni Upper THESSALY. 
f folkwing under Fodalirius and Machaon« 

tt, or TWccr, not hx fnm Ijfbomtf near Triea, Jhid, 
toontain Pindia, on the lei t Oecbaha, the fituation not cer- 

^theP^MKi, asitrunsfrom tain, fomewhere near the for«- 

I. Strobe, Ub, 9. mentioned towns* Str^» Ibid* 

Under Eurypylus. 

lemum, under PeUw, on the Afieriumt hard by Pbera and 
tanh^y, ntix Babe, Ibid. Titatms. Ibid, 

■Under 



340 A Ge^afhkd tdit^ &»d 
Unizr Polyphaetes. 

AtpJ/kf Wing upon the river <>rthe,nmxPtmMUu^7a^. H. 

JWww^ Stritb, I ^, -., . / both Jjrijig «i»derO(f«- 

^jrHfM^ a chy of J'trrbahui, njTrL *{ ?«»» ii«K the wm 7i- 

atthefoctof&l^^kM. i^. ^*'^^'^» Itanjiia. Ik. 



Under Guneus ajtd Protheus. 

Cypbui, (ciXtA fn the moun- Ttre river Peneut ri(b ftctk 

U^ious country, towards Ofynfui, fiopunt VindtHf and flowi tW 

J^iif. 7:«9^< into tke Jea. ^fr^ /i 7* 

' Dat^ifUXi avton^ the-nibumaini, and 9. 
tDwardk Olympui. lb. Teliifiy ttix CjJJk in JtSCfiiib 

titart^Sf a river rifing in the Htr^» A 7« 
mountain Titarui, near Ol/wtpuit 
and running into .AMrirt AlA 
*Tit alio calied Eur$tat» 




At^Ah 



A "Table c/ T R O Y, and the JuxiUar 
Countries. 



rHB kingdom o{ Priam di- 
vided into eight dynaflies. 

1. Traas, onder HeSior, whoie 
ipital was Hio/t, 

%, DarJania, unAcr^nea^ the 
tpital Dardamus, 

3. Zekia/iX the foot of Jia, 
f^JEfe^y Mndex PatiJarus, 

4« AJreflia, Apajus, Pityea, 
)fBnnX.7erte, TmAexAdraftut and 

5. Sefin, Abykit Anfit^ on 
be river Silh^ Percou, and Prac- 
m, under y^i. 



Thefe places lay between Trty 
and the Propon$is, 
■ The other three dynafties were 
under Mynef, Eeti^n, and Aheut ; 
the capital of the ^ft was Lyr- 
nejfut, of the fecond Tbebe of O- 
licia^ of the third Pedafiu in Lt» 
kgia, H^mer does not mention 
thefe in the catalogue^ having 
beeiT before deflroyed and depo- 
pulated by the Greeks, 



Tbe Auxiliar Nations. 



The Ptiajffy under Hippotbous 
od Fykus, whoie capital was La- 
ifif near the place where Cuma 
'» afterwards built. Strai, /. 13. 

Tbcthradans, by the fide of 
be HfUiJfont oppoAte to 7r§y, 
nder Acamas and Pyrous, and 
loTe of GcMta, under Eupbc' 
m. 

The Patnitua from Macedonia 
id the fiver Axius, onder Fy- 



The Papblag»mam, under Py- 
nuneus. The HaUxonians, un- 
ir 0^'ftx and ipiftropbus. The 
fyfians, under Cremis and £«m- 
"tt. The Pbrygums of Afcania, 
Oder Pboreyt and Afcaniuu 



The Matetiianst under M^les 
and AntifbuSf who inhabited un- 
der the mountain Two/ia. 

The Cartons, under Nauftes and 
Ampbimacbus, from Miletus, the 
farthermoft city of Cdr/Vi towards 
the fouth. Herodot. I, I. 

Mycale, a mountain and pro- 
montory oppofite to Santos* Ibid* 

Pbtbiren, the fame mountain 
as Latinos, according to Hecateeus* 

The Lyeians, under Sarpedon 
and Gkucus, from the banks of 
the river Xantbus, which runs 
into the fea betwut Rbodes and 
Cyprus, Homer mentions it to di- 
ftinguiA this Lyc/tf from that 
which lies on the Propontis* 



THE 
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The A R G U M E N T. 

The Duel of Menekus and Paris. 

CT^HE Armies being read^ to engage^ ^fi^^gi^ cnAuH U 
^ M^ted upon hefween Meaclatti and Fvii (hy the imr* 
mention of Heftor) for the detenmnation of the 'war. Iril 
i^fmt to call Helena to behold the fight. Sho leadrhtrni 
the walls of Troy, ivhere Priam fate with hti cmmfibn 
obfervimg the' Grecm leaders on the flain heloFW^ t^ w htm 
Helen ginjes an account of the chief of them. Tb§ Xim$ 
on either fart take the folemn oath for the eonditimu rfm 
comhate. The duel enfues^ ^voberein Paris being onsercmm^ it 
fnatcVd away in a cloud by Venus, and tranfportid to hit 
apartment. She then calls Helen from the lualhp aad 
brings the lovers together, Agamemnon on the fart of the 
Greciant, demands the refioration ^Helen, amd the ferfk- 
manct if the articles, 

The three and twentieth day ftill continues thrmglmt this 
book. The fcene is fometimes in the fidds before 'Troyt tad 
fometimei in Troy itfelf 
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♦THIRD BOOK 

O F T H E 

ILIA D. 



THUS by their leader's care each martial band 
Moves into ranks/ ^and (Iretches o'er the land. 
With ihouts the Trojans ruihing from afar, 
Vodaim their motions, and provoke the war. 



• Of all the books of the Iliad, there is fcarce any more pleafing 
ban the third. It may be divided into five parts, each of which has 
l>eaiity different from the other. The Mt contains what pafs'd bc- 
»re the two armies^ and the propofal of the combate between Paris 
odMinekus: The attention and fufpenfe of thefe mighty hofls, 
rhich were jufl upon the point of joining battle, and the lofty man- 
er of offering ani accepting this important and unexpefted challenge, 
ave ibmething in them wonder/uliy pompous, and of an amufm^ 
»leiiuiity. The fecond part, which dcfcribc« xVie )B^3ftXH\wt ^^ Be- 

Vo*. L L *^^* 
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So wlien ipdement winters ve:ic the plam . ' ' -5 
With piercing froils, or thick- defcending rain. 

To 



lend ifi this ^on£^ure, her conference with the old King and hiscooa- 
fellors, with the review of the heroes from the battlements, is an 
epifode intirely of another fort, which excels in the natural and pa- 
thetick. The third confifts of the ceremonies of the oath on both 
lides, and the preliminaries to the combate ; with the beautiful re- 
treat of Priam, who in the tendernefs or a parent withdraws itfim the 
light of the duel : Thefe particularbnietain the reader in expedatioOi 
and heighten his impatience for the fight itfelf. The fourth is the 
defcription of the duel, an exa£t piece of painting, where we fee 
every attitude, motion, and adtion of the combatants particularly and 
diftindlly, and which concludes with a furprizing propriety, in the 
refcue of Paris by Venus. .The machine of that Goddeft, which 
ynakes the fifth part, and whoie end is to reconcile Paris and Htknttf 
is admirable in every circumftance : The remonftrance /he holds with 
the Goddefs, the relii£lance with which ihe obeys her, the reproaches 
ihe caft£ u£on Paris, and the fiattery and courtfhip with which he (b 
foon wins her over to him. Hckn (the main caufe of this war) was 
nut to be made an odious character 3 fhe is drawn by this great nu- 
flcr with the fineft fhokes, as a frail, but not as an abandon'd crca- 
tu:e. She has perpetual ftrugglcs of virtue on the one fide, and foftnelTes 
w hich overcome them on the other. Our Author has been remark" 
ably careful to tell us this j whenever he but flightly names her in 
the foiegoing part of his work, ihe is reprcfented at the faine time 
as repentant ; ard it is thus we fee her at large at her firfl appearance 
in the prefent book ; which is one of the fhorteft of the whole lie^i 
but in recompence has beauties almofi in every line, and mo'ft of 
them fo obvious, that to acknowledge them we need only to read 
them. 

V. 3. Withjbouts the Trojans. J The book begins with a fine op- 
pofitioii of the noifc of the Tryan army to the filence of the Crt' 
dans. It was but natural to imagine this, fmce the former wai 
composed of many different nations, of various languages and fhan- 
gers to each other ; the latter were more united in their neighbour- 
hood, and under UaJcrs of the fame country. But as this obfena" 
tion fccms particularly infifled upon by our Author (for he ufes it 
again in the fourth book, v. 486.) fo he had a farther reafod for it. 
Plutarch, in his treatife of reading the Poets, remarks upon this di- 
f^iniflicn, as a particular credit to the military difcipline of the 
Gre.ks. And fcveral ancient authors tell us, it was the manner of 
the Barbariam to encounter with fhouts and outcries; as it continues 
$p this day the cuilom of ths Eaifteia oatioMi Perhaps thefe da- 

QOUIS 
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To warmer feas the cranes embody 'd fly, 
Vith noife, and order, thro' the mid way (ky ; 



nours were only to encourage their men, inftead of martial inftni- 
Dents. I think Sir Walter Raleigh fays, there never was a people 
mt made ufe of fome fort of m«fick in battle : Hamer never mentions 
iny in the Greek or Trojan armies, and >t is fcarce to be imagined he 
vould omit a circumftance io poetical without fome particular reafon. 
]7he verb DctX^i^a;, which the modern Creeks have fince appropriated 
lothe found of "a trumpet, is ufed indifferently in our Author for other 
founds, as for thunder in the aift 7//W, v. 3S8. *Aftf) ^s-^aXviy^iy 

fuyct^ tfpavo? . He once names -the trumpet '^dhnrtyi in a 

fimile, upon which Eujiatbius and Didymus obferve, that the ufe of it 
was known ia the poet's time, but not in that of the Trojan war. 
And hence we may infer, that Homer was particularly careful nor to 
confound the manners of the times be wrote of, with thofe of the 
times he livM in. 

V. 7. The cranes embody dfly,'\ If wit has beci> truly defcrib'd to 
be a fimilitude in ideas, and is more excellent as that Amilitude is 
snore furprizing ; there cannot be a truer kind of wit than whit is 
ihewn in apt comparifons, efpecially when compofed of fuch fubjedi 
as having the'leaft relation to each other in general, have yec fome' 
particular that agrees cxadUy Of this nature is the fimih of tliu 
erancs to the Trojan army, where the fancy of Homer flew to the re- 
moteft part of the world for an image which no reader co >ld have ex- 
pelled. But it is no Icfs exa£l than furprizing. The likenefs con- 
fijls in two points," the noife and the order ^ the latter is fo obf.Tvnl»le, 
as - to have given fome of the ancients occafion to imagine, the cm- 
batteling of an army was firft learn'd from the clofe manner of flight 
of thefc birds. But this part of the fimile not being diredUy exprcfs'd 
by the author, has been overlook'd by fome of the commentators. 
It may be remarked, that Homer has generally a wonderful clofcncfs 
in all the particulars of his comparifons, notwithftanding he takes 
a liberty in his cxpreflion of them. He feems fo fecure of the main 
likenefs, that he makes no fcruple to play with the circumftariccs 5 
fometimes by tranfpofing the order of them, fometimes by fuper- 
adding them, and fometimes (as in this place) by ncgledling tht-m 
in fuch a manner, as to leave the reader to fupply them himfelf. For 
the prefent comparifon, it has been taken by Firgil in the tenth 
book, and apply M to the clamours of foldiers in the faii.e manner. 



-Scales fub nubibui atris 



Strymonia dant Jigna grues, at que athcra tranant 
Cumjomtu, fugiuntque Notos clamore Jtcundo* 

L z '^^ 
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To pigmy natkms woands and death they briog» 
And all the war defcends upon the wiog. 19 

But iileat, breathing rage, re(blv*d and i!dll*d 
By motual aids to fix a donbtfiil fidd, . 
Swift inarch the Greeks: the rapid duft artnnd 
J>ark*iui^ arifes from the laboor*d ground. 
Thas from his fli^gy wiDgfi when A^/vi iheds l{ 

A n^kt of vapours round the mountain-head^ 
Swift-|^idn^ mifis the do&y fields invade. 
To thieves more grateful than the midnight (hade; 
While fcarce the fwaint their feeding flocks fnrveyt 
Loft and confos*d amidft the thickened day : to 

80 wrapt in gathering duft, the Greaan train 
A moving doud, fwept on, and hid the plain. 
Now front to front the hoflile armies fland. 
Eager of fight, and only wait command ; 
When, to the van, before the fons of fame 25 

Whom Troy fent forth, the beauteous Paris came : 



V, 26. The hemuteoui Paris camey Jtifcrm a G0J.I This is meant 
by the q>ithet Qtoi^^u as has been iaid in the notes on the firft 
book, V. 169. The Pi£lure here given of Paris's air and drefs» ii 
exactly correfpondent to his charader } you fee him endeavouring to 
mix the fine Gentleman with the wairior ; and this idea of hi0 
Werner takes care to keep up, by defcribing him not without the iame 
regard, when he is arming to encounter MencUut afterwards io S 
ciofc fight, as he fhews here, where he is but preluding and flou- 
riihing in the gaiety of his heart. And when he tells us, in that 
place, that he was in danger of being ftrangled by the firap of his 
hc^l, he takes notice that it was vohoKtr^^ OH^roUUr^d, 
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In form a God ! die panther*8 fpedded hide 

Fk>w*d o*er his annoar with an eafy pride. 

His bended bow acrofs his ihoulders flange 

Hb fword befide him negligently hung, 30 

Two pointed fpears he (hook with gaUant gracCj 

And darM the braveft of the Gncian race. 

As thus with glorioas air and proud difdain 
He boldly ftalk'dy the foremoft on the phdn, 
HiflB MeneUus^ lov'd of Mars^ efpies, ^ j 

With heart elated, and with joyful eyes: 
So joys a lion, if the branching deer 
Or mountain goat, his bulky prize, appear ; 

_ Eager 



V. Xf, Ss joft M Son, if tie krwKhing tbef, Or m^umtatn gmt.'] 
Tka oU ichoUafb refioing on this fimile» ¥riU huie k, tfait Bvix it 
^mmffn^A to t foat on account of his incontinence^ tn< to a ftag foi 
\m Mvaciices To this laft they make an addition which at very in* 
4icnmt, that he it alio likened to a deer for hit pUlim wa^, and 
«(te AKi/ktk to prove that animal delights in harmony, which opi- 
luoa it alluded to by Mr. WaUer in th^ lines : 

Btre hntt taketfitad, aad 'mUieJbe c&tfiM ib^mt 
En^tiu bit qmrnr mi tbt K/k^nhg dttr. 

But upon the whole, it is whimfical to imagine this comparlfon con- 
fiftt in any thing motty than the joy which MeneUus conceivM at the 
light of his fWaly in the hopes 0/ deftroying him. It is equally mi 
fakjoftice to PttriSf to abufe him for onderftanding mufick, and to 
feptefent his retreat as purelylhe effeft of fear, which proceeded from 
his fenfe of guilt with rei'pefl to the particuhn: peifon of Menelous, 
He appear*d at the head of the army to challenge the boldeft of the 
enemy : Nor is his charaAer dfewhere in the Iliad by any means that 
of a coward. HtSfor at the end of the fixth book confefles, that no 
man could juftly reproach him as fuch; Nor is he reprefcnted io 
by Ovid (who copy*d Homer very clofely] in the end of his epiftle to 
L 3 HcUhm 
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Eager he fcizcs and devours the flain, 

^i efl by bold youths, and bay mg dogs in vain. 40 

Thus fond of vengeance, with a furious bound. 

In clanging arms he leaps upon the ground" 

From his high chariot : Him , approaching near, 

The beauteous champion views with marks of fear, 

Smit with a confcious fenie, retires behind, 45 

And fhuns the fate he well deferv'd to find. 

As when fome fhepherd from the rufUing trees . 

Shot forth to view, a fcaly ferpent fees ; ' 

TrcflaUttg 



Helen, The moral of Bomer is mach finer : A brave mind, howiver 
blinded with pa/Tion, is fcnfible of remoffc as foon as the injur'd ob- 
ject prefcnts itfelf j and Paris nev'cr behaycs himfelf ill in war, but 
when his fpirits are deprefs^d by the confcioufnefs of an injufticCt 
This alfo will account for the feeming incongruity of Homer in tBii 
pjfTage, who (as they would have us think) paints him a ihaiDeA4 
coward, at the fame time that he is perpetuully calling him tbedhtM 
Parity and Parii like a God, What he fays immediately afterwird* 
in anfwer to Heffors reproof, will make this yet more dear. 

V. 47. ^s token ajbefberd,'\ This comparifon of the ferpent il 
finely imitated by Vir^l in the fecond Mnad, 

Jmprovifum ajfrit nteluti qui fentibus anguem 
Prejpt bumi mtens, trepidufjue repente refupt 
Attollentem iras, & coerula. colla tumentcm,: 
Haud feats Androgeus 'viju tremefaSlui abibat* 

But it may be faid to the praife of Virgil, that he has apply'd it 
upon an occafion where it has an additional beauty. Paris upon the 
fight of MenehzuC^ approach, is compai'd to a traveller who fees a 
fnake Hioot on a fudden towards him. But the furprize and danger 
otAndrogeus is more lively, being juft in the reach of his enemies 
before he perceived it ; and the circumftance oi the ferpent*s rouxing 
his creft, which brightens with anger, finely images the ihining of 
Xh&x 9xm% in ' the night-time, as they were juft lifted up to dcftroy 

hiisi 
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Trembling and pale, he ftarts with wild affright, 
JVnd all confus'd precipitates his flight. 2^o 

So from the King the ihining warrior flies. 
And plung'd amid the thickeft Trojans lies. 

As Godlike HeSor fees the Prince retreat. 
He thus upbraids him with a genVous heat. 

Unhappy 



him. Scaliger criticizes on the necdlefs repetition in the words 
nen'kUt^oi; and ctnx^p^o'fff which is avoided in the tranflation. 
Bat it muft be obferv'd in general^ that b'ttle exaSincJfes are what 
we fhould not look for in Homer ; the genius of his age was too in- 
WntSty and his own too fiery, to regard them. 

V. 53. A% Godlike Heaor.] This is the firft place of the poem 
where HeUor makes a figure, and here it feems proper to give an idea 
of his charader, fince if he is not the chief hero of the J//W, he is 
at leaft the moft amiable. There are feveral reafons which render 
HeSor a favourite charafter with every reader, fome of which fliall 
hfcre be pflfcred. The chief moral of Homer was to expofe the ill 
cflfe^h of difcord ; the Greeks were to be fliewn difunited, and to 
tender that difunion the more pfobable, he has defignedly given them 
mixt chara£!ers. The Trojans on the other hand, were to be reprc- 
. iented making all advantages of the others difagreement, which they 
covid not do without a ftrifl union among themfelves. HeSlor there- 
fore, who commanded them, muft be endued with all fuch qualifica- 
tions as tendtd to the prefervation of it ; as Achilles with fuCh as 
prompted the contrary. The one (hinds in conttafte to the other, an 
accomplifhed charader of valour unruffled by rage and anger, and 
uniting his people by his prudence and example. HeSor has alfo a 
Coil to fet him off in his own family ; we are perpetually oppofing 
in our own minds the incontinence of Parisj who expofes his coun- 
try to the temperancd of HeSior, who protefts it. And indeed it is 
this love of. his country, which appears his principal paHion, and the 
motive of all his anions. He has no other blemifh than that he 
fights in an unjuft caufe, which Homer has yet been careful to tell us 
he would not do, if his opinion were followed. But fince he cannot 
prevail, the aflFe£lion he bears to his parents and kindred, and his 
defire of defending them, incites him to do his utssoft for their falfcty. 
We may add, that Homer having fo rmuiy Greeks to celebrate, makes 
them ihine in their turns, and fingly in their feveral books, one fuc- 
ceeding in the abfencc of another : Whereas He&er appears in every 
L4 V«S.\3tV 
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Unhappy Pari$! but to women brave ! 5j 

So fairly formed, and only to deceive ! 

Oh had*fl thou dy'd when irft thott &w'ft the light. 

Or dy'd at lead before thy nuptial rite ! 

A better fate than vaiidy thus to boail. 

And fly, the (candal of thy fr^ hoft. M 



Wttel the life and foul of his ptrty, uicl the conftant bulwark 
»faiaft every enemy s He ftaadt «iMnft Agtmeimmi^z magMninity, 
Dimed^t bravery^ >$wr*t ftrcngtii, an^ MiUtii fury. Thoa ii 
befides an accidental caufe for our Uking him, fros\ reading the wri» 
tert of the Augufi^m age (efpecially Fir^J whofe fsn^ouritt he gre« 
more partioilarly from the time when theG^j £wKie4 ta 4invf 
their pedipee from TVvy. 

y. 55. Unhappy Paris, ^r.] It may be obierved in hoaons 4 
Bm€r% judgment, that the words which RtSt is noade to f|eal( 
hgxt. Ten ftrongly mark his charafier. They contain a waim rt« 
proatch of cowardice, and (hew him to be touched witE lb high % 
ienfe of glory, as to think life infupportaUe without it. Hii call* 
Vog to mind the gallant figure which P^r/i bad made in his aompl 
to Hdeu, and oppofing it to the image of his flight from her ^"ffV, 
is a fiircafm of the utmoft bitteroefs auA vivacity. After he bsft 
najcned that a£lion of the rape, the cauie of io i^aay t^'^t^yrft, kit 
xnfifting upon it in iSb nuny broken periods, tM^ diijiniiii^d 4«t« 
nefles of fpcech, 

(np(Tp» Tft 9$ yyiye^ vSfias voXnV n , irorr* rs ^i(fSf» 

That hafty manner of erpxeflion without the conncsioa of particki^ 
is (as Euftatbiut remarks) extremely natural to a man in anger, who 
thinks he can never vent himfelf too loon. That contempt of out- 
ward fliew, of the gracefulnela of perfon, and of the accompliik- 
ments of a courtly life, is what correfpoods very weU with the wiir- 
like temper of Heffor^ and' theie verfes have therefore a beautf 
here which they want in Horace, however adroiraSly he kaa traaflatei 
Uicm, in the ode of NcreuiU prophecy^ 

Nequicfuam yenerh pr^^io feroit^ 
I^eSei csejariem \ grataque fmmmt 
habtUi dihard t^trmina dividt$, lr«. 

Gods! 
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Gods! how die feortiful Greeh exalt to fee 
Their fears of danger andeceivM m thee ! 
*Thy figure promtsM with a martial air, 
IBut ill thy foul fopplies a form fo fair. 
In former dajrs, in all thy gallant pride, 6; 

When thy tall ihips triumphant flemM'the tide. 
When Gmcg beheld thy pamted canvas flow. 
And crouds flood wondering at die paffing fliow ; 
Say, was it thus, with fuch a baffled mien, 
Yott^ met the approaches of the Sparutn Queen, ^p 

Thus firom her reahn conveyed the beauteous pHae, 
And * both her warlike lords outihinM in HiUn*^ eyes ? 
This deed thy fees deHght, diy own difgrace. 
Thy &h6r*s grief, and ruin of thy race; 
This deed recalls dice to die proSerM fight ; 75 

Or haft thou injured whom thou dar'ft not right ? 
Socm to thy ooft the field would make thee know 
Thou keep^ft the confort of a braver foe. 
Thy graceful form inftiUing foft dcfire. 
Thy curling trefles^ and thy filver lyre. So 

* fhefeus and Mendaus. Beauty 



V. 72. And both her warb'ke IfrJs.l The ottginai is Np3» m^paif 
alxp^fl/reUif* The fpoufe of martial men. I wonder why Madam 
Dacier chofe to torn it jUliee a. tant de braves guerriers, iince it (o 
naturally refers to Thefetu and Mendaus, the former huibands of 
Helena, ' 

V. 8p. Thy curUng treffts, and thy Jlver fyre,"] ,It is ingeniovffy 
Kfloarked by Dacier, that Hmer^ who celebrates the Creeks for their 
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Beauty and youth, in vain to thefe you truil. 
When youth and beauty fhall be laid in dull : 
Troy yet may wake, and one avenging blow 
Cruih the dire author of his country's woe. 

His filence here, with blufhes, Paris breaks ; ^ 

'Tis juft, my brother, what your anger fpeaks: 
But who like thee can boafl a foul fedate. 
So firmly proof to all the ihocks of fate ? 

. , . ' Thy 

long hair [xapriitOfMurruq 'A%au?<] and Achilla for his Ikill on 
the haip-. snakes lU^or in thiat place pbje^ them both to P«w» 
The Greeks houriHied their hair to appear more dreadful to the enemy* 
and Paris to pfeafc the eyes* of women. AcblOes fung to his hirp th« 
ads of he ces, and Paris the i^mours of lovers. The fame reaibn 
whch makes HeSior here difple^fed at them, made AUxander after- 
wards rcfufe to fee. this lyre of Pari^, when offered to be fliewn to 
hi:n, as Plutarch relates the ftory In his oration of the fortune of 
Alexander, ... 

V 8 3. One a-aengirg hloTV."] It is in the Greek, Tou bad been ded 
in a coat of ft one, Giphanius would have it to mean ftoned to death 
on the account of his adultery ; But this does not appear to have 
be^rn the puniihmcnt of that crime among the Phrygians* It feems 
rather to fignify, dcftroyed by the fury of the people, for the war he 
had brought upon them ; or pierhaps may imply no more than bdog 
laid in his grave under a monument of ftones j but the former being 
til'.' ftronger fenfc, is here followed. 

V. 86. "'J/jJtf/?, my brother, 1 .This fpeech is a farther opening of 
the tjue charadcr of Paris, He is a matter of civility, no left well- 
bred to bis own fex than courtly to the other. The rej^roof of Heffor 
was of a fevere nature, yet he receives it as from a brother and a 
friend, with candour and modefly. This anfwer is remarkable for its 
fine addrefs ; he gives the hero a decent and agreeable reproof for 
having too rafhly depreciated the gifts of nature. He allows the 
quality of courage its utmoft due, but defires the fame juftice to thofe 
fofter accompli/hmcnts, which he lets him know are no lefs the 
favour of heaven. Then he removes from himfelf the charge of 
want of valour, by propofing the finglc combate with the very vnia 
he had juft declined to engage ; which having fhcwn him void of any 
naaievulence to his rival on the one band, be now proves himfelf free 
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force, like fteel, a tempered hardnefs (howB, 
^g'd to woundy and flill untir^d with blows, 90 

fteel uplifted by feme ftrenuous Twain, 
falling woods to drow the waded plain, 
gifts r praife; nor thou defpife the charms 
which a lover golden Fenus arms ; 
Doving fpeech, and pleafing outward fhow, 95 

^iih can gain 'em, but the Gods beftow. 
would'fl thou have the proffered combate fland, 
Greeh and Trojans feat on either hand ; 
let a mid way fpace our hoft divide, 
on that fiage of war the caufe be tried : 100 

zris the^e the Spartan King be foaght, 
eauteous Hiien and the wealth ihe brought ; 
yho his rival can in arms fubdue, 
e the fair, and his the treafure too. 
with a laiting league your toils may ceafe, 105 

Troy pofiefs her fertile fields in peace; 



ie imputation of cowardjce on the other. Homer draws him 
have {ttn) foft of Ipeech, the natural quality of an amorous 
• J vainly gay in war as well as love j with a fpirit that can be 
:d and recollected, that can receive impreilions of fhame or 
endon on the one fide, or of genercfity and courage on the 
the ufual difpoAtion of eafy and courteous minds, which are 
ib)e£t to the rule of fancy and paHion. Upon the whole, this 
rorfc than the pifture of a gentle Knight, and one might fancy 
roes of the modern romance were formed upon the model of 



Thus 
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Thus mzj the Gretksrvnew their native fhore, 
Mocb faai*d for gen^roas fteeds, for betdty jndre. 

tie (aid. The challenge He^or heard with jo/« 
Then with his fpear reftrain'd the youth ofTrdj, I lo 
Held by the xnidft, athwart; and near the foe 
Advanced with ftepi majeftically flow. 
While round his dauntlefa head the Gnciam peor 
Their flones and arrows in a mingl'd fhowV. 

Thtn thus the Monafcli ^eal JtHdef trfii nj 

Forbear ye warrion f lay the darts z&^, 
A parley HeSor afks, a meflage bears ; 
We know him by^ the vanous phime he weifrs* 
Aw'd by his high command the GruA^ attem^ 
The tumult filence, and the figkc fiifpesd. 12a 

While from the center Hi^or rolls his eyes 
On either hod, and thus to both applies. 



V. 108. Much fawCd fir gen^rcut /eids, fir bautf Mr*.] Tli» 
original is, "Afyo^ If iwwo^oTor, 9^ 'Ax»it^a lea^^ly^MB»x«• 
Perhaps this hue is tran/lated too clofe to the letter, and the epitbeti 
might have been omitted. But there are foine traits and particulari- 
ties of this nature, which methinks preiisrve to the reader the air of 
Homer. At leaft- the lattet of thefe circumftancesy that Greece vM 
eminent fir beautiful womertf feems not impropeif to be mentioiied by 
him who had railed a war on the account of a Grecian beauty* 

V. 109. The challenge Heftor heard with joy,'] He£hr ftaya not to 
seplv to his brother, but runs away with the challenge iaiinediate]^ 
He looks upon all the Trojans as difgraced by the late Aiffit-of Pansp 
and thinks not a moment is to be loft to regain the honoar af hi« 
country. The activity he ihews in all this afTair wonderfoUy ag^reet 
with the fpirit of a foldiert 

Hetr, 
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Hear, tSXyt^rojam^ all ye Cr^rrtf* bands f 

"What Paris^ author of the war» demaiub* 

Your (hining {words within the iheath reftrauip 1 2 j 

4imA pitch. jDOur la»ces in the. yielding plain. 

Here, in the naidft, in either amy*k flgKt, 

He dates the SpttPhm King to fiagle liglit 1 

AaA wills, that OA* and the nViOk'i fpett 

That cansM the cdbteft, ihall reward the toll. t 136 

Let thefe the brare triamphant viftor gracie^ 

And dHTering natioBB part in leagna of peAce. 

Hefpoke: in ftitt iii%enA ea eidwr Me 
Back any flood: The ^/of /am Chief rep^*d. 

Me too ye warriors hear, whoTe fital' rig)k 1 3 j 

A world eng^^ in die to3s of fight 

To 

y. 11}. HeoTi ail yeTto]taai all ye Cxtcvuk kai^,\ Itha^Betn 
ailLed how the differe»i nations could underftand one another in thtlc 
conferences, fince we have no mention in H»mtr of any interpreter 
Wtween them ? He who was fo very psirticular in the, moft miniite 
points, can hardly be thought to have been nttligent in this. Sone 
reaibns may be offered that they both fpoke the £une Uoeiiag^ ;. for 
the Trtjam (as m|iy be feen in Dion* Hahf* lib* x.) .were otGredoH 
extia^on originaliy. Dardams the firft of their Rihgt was boro ia 
Arcadia ; and even, their names were originally Grsek, as HtSw, 
/tmhifis, Andnmacb*, Afyanofef &c» Of the laft of thefe in par- 
ticular, Homtr gjlvcs us a derivation which is purely Greek, ii| 11, 6. 
v. 403. But however it be, this is no more (as bacier fomewherc 
obfervea}-than the juft privilege of Poetry. Mneoi and Turmu un-> 
dcrftand each other in Virgil, and the laaguagic of the Poet is fup* 
pofed to be univevfally intelli^ble, not only between different coun- 
tries, but between earth and heaven itfelf. 

V. I3<t Metooyt foarriors hear, &c.] We mur obferve what care 

Homer Ukes to give every one his proper charauer, and how this 

fpee^h of Meaelaui is adapted to the Laeonick i which the better to 

comprehend, ^c may remember there are in Homer three fpeakers of 

I 
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To me the labour of the field refign; 
Me Paris injar*d ; all the war be mine. 

FaB 



difFerent c]iara£^en, agreeable to the three difFerent kinds of do- 
auence. Thefe we maf compare with each other in one inftance, 
liippofing*thein all* to uTe the fame heads, and in the fame 6r4er. 

The outeriala of the fpeech are, The manifefting his grief for 
the war, with the.hop^ ^^^^ it is in his power to end it; an ac- 
ceptance of the propoled challenge ; an account of the ceremoaies 
to be ufed in ;the league j and a propoial of a proper caution to 
leoneit. 

Now had Neftor thefe materials to work upon^ he would proba- 
bly have begun ^th a relation of all the troubles of the nine year's 
fiege, which he hoped he might now bring to an end ; he wouM 
court their benevolence and good wifhes for his profperity, with 
all the figures of amplification ; while he accepted the challengei he 
would have given an esFample to prove that the fmgle combate was a 
vrife, gallant, and gentle way of ending the war, praftifed by thetf 
fathers ; in the defcription of the rites he would be exceeding parti- 
cular j and when hechofe to demand the fanfHon of Prr^nn rather 
than of his fons, he would place in eppofition on one fide the fon's 
action which began the war, and on the other the impreflioni of 
concern or repentance which it muft by this time have made in the 
£iither*s mind, whofe wifdom he wotild undoubtedly extol as the effied 
of his age. All this he would have expatiated upon with connexions 
of the difcourfes in the moft evident manner, and the moft eafy, 
gliding undifobliging tranfitions. The effect would be, that the 
people would hear him with pleafure. 

Had it been Ulyjfcs who was to make the fpeech, he would have 
snentloned a few of their affeding calamities in a pathetick air; 
then have lindertaken the fight with telKfying fuch a chearful joy, 
as fliould have won the hearts of the foldiers to follow him to the 
field without being defired. He would have been exceeding cautious 
in wording the conditions ; and folcmn, rather than particular, in 
fpeaking of the rites, which he would only infift on as an opportu- 
nity to exhort both fides to a fear of the Gods, and* a ftrift regard of 
joftice. He would have remon(^rated the ufe of fencing for Priam \ 
and (becaufe no caution could be too much) have demanded his fons 
to be bound with him. For a conclufion, he would have ufed feme 
noble fentiment agreeable to a hero, and (it may be) have inforced 
it with fome infprrited aOion. In all this you would have known 
that the difcourfe hung together, but its fire would not always fufier 
it to be feen in cooler tranfitions^ which (when they are too nicely 

« laid 
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Fall he that muft, beneath his rival^s arms^ 

And live the reft fecure of futiue harms. i^o 

Two lambsy devoted by your country's rite. 

To Earth a.fable, to the Sun a white. 

Prepare ye Trojans ! while a third we bring 

Sele£l to Jove, th* inviolable King. 

Let rev'rend Priam in the truce engage, , ^4S 

And add the fandion of confiderate age ; 

His fons are faithleisy headlong in debate. 

And youth itfelf .an empty wav'ring ftate : 

Cool age advances venerably wife. 

Turns on all )iands its deep difcerning eyes ; i^o 

Sees what befel, and what may yet befal, ^ 

Concludes from both, and beft provides for aU. 



laid open] may condu£l the reader, but never carry him away. The 
people would hear him with emotion. 

Thefe materials being given to Metulaui, he but juft mentions 
thfiir troubles, and his ^tisfa£lion in the profpedl' of ending them, 
Aortens the propofals, fays a facrifice is neceflfary, requires Priam's 
prefence to confirm. the conditions, refufes hU fons with a refentment 
of that injury he fuffered by them, and concludes with a reafon for 
his choice from the praife of age^ with a ihort gravity,' and the air of 
an apophthegm. This he puts in order without any more trahfition 
than what a fingle conjun£lion aflfords. And the effect of the dii^ 
courfe is, that the people are inftruAed by it in what is to be done. 

V. 141. Ttvo lambs devoted,"] The Trojam (fays the old fcholiaf!) 
were required to facrifice two lambs $ one male of a white colour, to 
the Sun, and one fenoale, and black, to the Earth : as the Shh is 
father of light, and the Earth the mother and nurfe of men. The 
Greeks were to offer a third to Jupiter , perhaps to Jupiter Xenius» 
becau(e the Trojans had broken the laws of hofpitality : On which 
account we find Menelaus afterwards invoking him in the combate 
with P^r/i. . That thefe were the powers to which they facrificed, 
appears by their being atteiled by name in the oath, v. 346, Sfr. 

The 
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The nations tear, iidth ri&g hopes polfetf. 
And peaceful profpeAs dawn in ev'ry bread. 
Within the lines they drew their fleeds arouiKf; 1 55 

And from their chariots ifiUed on the ground : 
Next all onbucUing thie rich mail they wore, 
LayM their bright arms albtig the (able fhoiie^ 
On either fide die meeting hoffs are ieen. 
With lances fix'd, and dofe the fpace between. 160 

Two heralds nov^ difpatch'd to Troy^ invite 
The Pbrygtan Monarch to the peaceful rite : 



V. 153. Hk muions hear, with rifiig beftt p9lfyi*\ It rcene^ m 
mere than what the mder wimld tutoaAVf expc^ in the namdott 
€f this long war, that a period might baye been put to it by the 
fingle danger of die partict «|iieli]r €oiiceiii*d» Parii and B§mdm», 
Bmer has therefore taken care towards the beginning of his Poem 
CO obviate that objefUon; and contrived fuch a method to render 
this combate of no effe^, as ihoold naturally make way for all tbe 
enftting battels; without any future profpe£t of a determination bpt 
by the fvrord. It is farther worth obferving, in what maimer be hat 
improTed into Poetry the common hiftory of this a€Hon> if (as one 
aiay imagine) it was the fiune with that we have in the fecond book 
of Dieiyt Creten/U. Wbeu Pd|ris (iays^ he) hting mmndedh tbt^ear •/ 
Menelaus /r/f to the gnitnd, jufi as bis adverjaij vas rujbing upon hut 
witb his fiford, he munjbot hy an arrmp from Pandarus, v/btcb frt' 
vented his revenfe in the moment he was going to take it, Jmme^atAf on 
the fght of this perfidious affion, the Greeks rofe in a tumuA ; the 
Trojans nfing at' tie fame time, came on, and rejfcued Paris frvm his 
tnemy. Homer has with great art and invention mingled all this with 
the marvellous, and raifed it in the air of fable, lie Goddefs of Love 
refcues her favourite \ Jttpiter debates whether or no the war fluU 
end by the defeat of Paris \ yuno vk for the continuance of it j, 
MUnprnta incites Pandarus to break the truce, who thereupon /hoots 
^iMeneUtus, This heightens the grandeur of the a£Uon, without 
deftroying the verifimilitude, diverfifics the poem, and exhibits a fiac^ 
mond; Uiat whatever ieems in the world the effefl of commoft 
caafes, is roily owing to the decree and dlfpofitioA of the Gods. 

Talthjhm 
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hius hailens to the fleet, to bring 

imb for Jo^^ tk* iiivlolable King. 

an time, to beaoteons Helen^ from the fides 165 

arious Goddefs of the rainbow fHes : 

fair Laodice in fbrih and face, 

}veliell Nymph of Friamh royal race) 

1 the palace at her loom fhe fbond ; 

;6ldmi web her own fad flory crowned'. 1 70 

rro;an war'fte wetT'd (herfstf the prize) 

he dire ^iunphs of her fatal eyes. 

hom the Goddefs of the painted bow; 

Mich, and view the wond^roos fcene below f 



[65. MbM tm, U BeMUottt Rekn, &tJ] The fdlowiog part^ 
we luve the firft figbt of H€ini^ it ^Mhat I ctnnot thiak 
•' to< any in the Poem. The reader has naturally an av^on to 
micious beauty, a»d it aft fiKrai^ to ^raate at tlM GtfteM for 
Miring to recover her at fu^h an ezpence. But her anuable 
mr here, the leertt mikm thal^ nft in hnna et her Hghtfiil 
ber tendemefs for her parents and relation^ the relentingv of 
il for tlie mifciiiefir her beatity had heOk the caufe of, thi 
OB ihe appears in, the veiling her face, and droppUig a tdar, 
ticulars lb beautifully natural, 'as to make every Veader no leii 
femhus him^lf, iacliJied to forgive her at kaft, if not to lovt 
V7e are afterwards confirmM in this parti^Uty by the ienti- 
>f the old coonielbrs upon the fight of b«r, lAiich one ir^oqIA 
Homer put into their mouths with that very view : We e^cuie 
i more thaH Fritm dibtM himfelf, and all thofe do who fdt 
lamities (he occafioned : And this regard for -her is heightened 
ihe fays herfelf j in which there is icarce a word, that is not 
il repentance and good-nature. 

170. The golden tveb ber own fad fiery avuftCdJl Tj^s is a 
;reeable fiSion, to represent U^ena vneaving m a large veil^ or 
>f tapeftry, the ftory of the Trojan vtrar. One would think 
vmtr inherited this vei]« and that his iftW is only sn ei^cathu^ 
: admirabk piece of art. Dacitr^ 
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Each hardy Greei^ and valiant Trojan Knight, 175 

So dreadful late, and furioiu for the 6ght, 

^ow reft their fpears, or lean upon their ihields ; . 

CeasM 18 the war, and filent all the fields. 

Paris alone and Sparta^ King advance. 

In fingle fight to tofs the beamy lance ; . i^^ 

Each met in arms the fate of combate tries, 

pThy love the motive, and thy charms the prize. 
This faid, the many-colour'd maid infpires 

Her hufband*s love, and wakes her former ^es ; 

Her country, parents, all that once were dear, 18 J 

Rufh to her thought, and force a tendipr tear. 

O'er her fair face a fnowy veil (he threw, * 

And, foftiy fighing, from the loom withdrew. 

Her handmaids Clymen} and JEtbra wait 

Her filent footfteps to the Scaan gate. i jO 

There fate the Seniors of the Trojan racc^'. 

(Old Priam's Chiefs, and mod in Priam's grace) 
The King the firft Thymextes at his fide ; 
tampus and Clytius, long in council try'd ; 
Panthus^ zxidi Hicetdon^ Once thedrong; 195 

And next, the wifeft of the rev'rend throng, 
Antenor grave, and fage Ucalegon, 
Lean'd on the walls, and bafkM before the fun. 
Chiefs, who no more in bloody fights engage. 
But wife thro' time, and narrative with age, 20< 

Ii 



iin. HOMER'S ILI4D. 163 

mer-days, like gndhojipcrs rqoke,, \ 
)dle(s race, that fend a feeble voice. 

when the Spartan Queen approached the towV, 
■et own'd refifUe(s beauty's pow*r : 

They 



31, Like graJbopperi,'\ This is one of the jufteft and moft 
images in the world, tho* there have been criticks of fo little 

to objeO to it as a mean one. The garrulity fo common t» 
:, their delight in afTociating with each other, the feeble found 

voices, the pleafure they take in a fun-fhiny day, the eflfe^s 
' in their chillnels, leannefs and fcarcity of blood, are all cir- 
xes exa£lly paralleled in this comparifon* To make it yet 
x>per to the old men of *Troyf Eujiatbius hat obfervM that 
found a hint fcr this fimile in the Trojan ftory, where Titkom 
SnM to have been transformed into a grafhopper in his old age» 

on account of his being fo exhauftied by years, as to have 
; left him but voice. Spondanus wonders that Hpnur ihould 
) graflioppers oiret Mifiota^aaVf a fweet voice ; whereas that 
: animals is harih and untuneful : and he is contented to cOme 
1 a very poor evaiion of Homero fingtre qmdUbet fea fuit» • But 
ti rightly obferves that XiipoiK iignifies esTaXif » fener or grs" 
\ well as fuavis. The fenfe is certainly much better, and the 
oorc truly prefervM by this interpretation, which is here fol- 
n tranflating it feeble. However it may be alledgM in de- 
f the conunon vcrfions, and of. Madam Daaert (^«^ bat 
it barmonieuje) that the' Virgil gives the Epithet rauat to G- 
ret the Greek Poets frequently defcribc the grafliopper as a 

creature, particularly Anacreon and Tbeotrituiy idyL I . whCTO 
erd praifes another's finging, by telling him, 

Tirlky^ Ivu Tvyt ^s^spor u^ni' 

imarkable that Mr. Hohbes has omitted this beautiful fimile. 
01. TJbeJe^ when the Spattan S^een approacFd.l Madam Da-* 
of opinion there was never a greater panegyrick upon beauty. 



0} . 

hat H9mer has found the art to give it in this place. An 
y of venerable old counfellors, who had fuffer'd all the ciala- 
of a tedious war, and were confulting upon the methods to 
:onclunon to it, feeing the only caufe of it approaching to- 
heni, are ftruck with her charms, and cry out, No wonder f 
Ic^erthclefs they afterwards rccoUcft themfclvcs, and conclude 
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The/ cry*d, NafTonder, fack edelBftl chtrais 2dj 

For nine long yetn have fet the world in arms ; 
What winoiDg graces f what majeftick mien ! 
She moves a Goddefs, and (he looks a Queen \ 
Tet hence, oh heav'n ! convey that fatal face^ 
And from deftrudion fave the Trojan race. 21O 

The good old PrtMn welcomed her, and txfi^ 

Approach, my child, and grace thy fiuher^s fide. 

See 



i6 fxtt iAk ber ibr tlie publkk iafiety. Sf Burnt had twnM theft 
tid mem admiratioA any fartker^ he had been guilty «f ootragiB^ 
natore, and offending agamft probability. The old ere capable rf 
Being touched with beauty by the eye; but age fecuiea than fion 
the tyranny of paflion, and the eflfeA is but tianfitory, itir pr a d cmr 
iboa regaiat its doiminion over them, ihimy alwaya goea aa farai 
]M aio«td» but conftantly ftopa juft whera he ought. D^eitr^ 

The faUM writer comparet to this the fpaoeh of Hokfenm** foU 
diers 00 the fight of Judiih, ch. 10. ▼. iS. But tho* there be a 
tefemblancft in the words, the beauty it.no way parallel : the g^aca 
of this coafifting in the age and charader of thofe who fpeak it 
There is ibmethiqg very gallant upon the beauty of HtUm in. one ol 
i«£rtfM*s dialogi^es. Menmy fhews AUnip^ the ikulls of ieitral 
fine women \ aad whan the ^lofopher is moralizing upon that d 




have been of their opinion ^ and have iwie the very fitme tbn^^ bad yem 
feen her face. 

v. 21 1. The good old Priam.] The cbarader of a benevolent oU 
man is very well prefervM io Prianii behaviour to Jiekna* Upon tbc 
confufion he obferves her in, he encourages her, by attriboting the 
misfortunes of the war to the Gods alone, and not to her fanJt 
This fentiment is alfo very agreeable to the natural piety of old 
age f thofe who have had the lohgeft experience of human accideots 
and events, being mod inctiaM to afcribe the difpofal of all thingi 
to the will of heaven. It is this piety-^hat renders Priam a finrou' 
rite of Jupiter (as we find in the beginning of the fourth book] 
which ^r fome time delays the deftrudion of Troj ^ while his foft 
Mture and iodQlgence fox Vu% ctLvidten makes him cdntinue a war 

whkb 



K in. HOMER*s ILIAD: 165 

a the plain tfajr Gretiam fpoufe appcin^ 
Mends and kindred of thy former yeart. 
rime of thine oar pre&nt fuffVings draviw, ti { 

hoo» bat heavVs difpofing will, thecaufti 
Gods thefe armies and this force eapktsr, 
boftile Gods confpire the fate of Traj^. 
ft thy eyes, and hy. What GraA is he 
as from hence thefe aged orbs can fee) sso 

Around 



mint him. Tbde ate the two ^mcipal poiott of Priam*9 

tcTj tho^ there are leveral lefler particularitief , among which 
ly obferre the coriofity and. inqutfidve humotir of oU ^e, 

gives occafion to the following epiibde« 
»19. Attd fay, what chitf it W/] This view of the Grtdan 
I mm the walls of Tny, is juftly look*d opon as an Epsfodo 
It beauty> as well as a mafter-piece of condoa in Hvmer \ who 
i means acquaints the readers with the figore and qoalUicationt 
h hero in a more lively and agreeable manner. Several great 
bavt been engaged by the beauty of this piflTage to an imitation 
In the feventh book of Statius, Phorias (binding with ./fvii- 
n the tower of Tbehs, fliews her the forces as they were 

up, and defcribes their commanders, who were neighbouring 
s of Bmtut, It is alfo imitated by 7ajf9 in his third book» 

Ermimiti from the walls of Jerufalem points out the chief 
rs to the King j tho* the latter part is perhaps copied too 

and minutely ; for he defcribes Godfrey to fee of a port that 
lu him a Prince^ the next of fomewhat a lower ftature> a 
renowned for his wifdom, and then another is dtftingaiih*d by 
rgenefs of his cheft and breadth of his ihoulden : Which are 
V the very particulars, but in the very order of Homer" u 

however this manner of introdu6^on has been admired, there 
ot been wanting fome exceptions to a particular or two. Sea* 
ksy how it happens that Priam, after nine years fiege, (hould 
; unacquainted with the faces of t)ie Gncian leaders } This 
1 old cavil, as appears by the Scholia that pafs under the name 
fmas, where it is very well anfwer*d, that Homer has juft be« 
iken care to tell us th« heroes had put off thehr armonr 00 this 
of the tnice^ which had concealed their perfoos *till now. 



I 
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Aroand whofe brow fuch martial graces (htney 

So tall, fo awful, and almoft divine ? 

Tko' fomc of larger flature tread the green. 

None match his grandeur and exalted mien : 

He feems a Monarch, and his country's pride. 225 

Thus ceas'd the King, and thus the fair reply'd. 

Before thy prefence. Father, I appear 
Wi& confcious (hame and reverential fear. 
Ah ? had I dy'd, e'er to thefe walls I Red, 
Falfe to my country, and my nuptial bed, 230 

My brothers, friends, and daughter left behind, 
Falfe to them all, to Paris only kind ! 
For this I mourn, 'till grief or dire difeafe 
Shall wafte the form whofe crime it was to pleafe f 
The King of King«, Atrides, you furvey, 235 

Great in the war, and great in arts of fway : 



Others have objc£tcd to Prianti not knowing UlyjffeSi who (as it 
apfcars afterwards) had been at Troy on an embafly. Ibe anlVcr 
is^ that this might happen either from the dimnefs of Frianis ilght, 
or defeft of his memory, or from the char ge of U/yffes^s features fincc 
that time. 

V. 227. Before thy prefence."} Helen is fo overwhelm^ with grief 
and fliame^ that (he is unable to give a diredt anfwer to Priam with- 
out firft humbh'ng herfelf before him, acknowledging her crime, and 
teftifying her repentance. And ihe no fooner anfwers by naming 
jlgamemnon, but her forrows renew at the name ; lie %uas once mj 
brother, but I am now a ivretch unworthy to call him fo, 

V. 236. Great in the war, and great in arts of fway,} This w» 
the verfe which Alexander the Great preferred to all others in Homer, 
and which he proposed as the pattern of his own adlions, as inclu- 
ding whatever can be deilred in a Prince* Piut, Orai* de fort. 
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lify brother once, before m^ days of fhame ; 
^nd oh f that ilill he bore a brother^s name ! ^ 

With wonder Priam view'd the Godlike man^ 
ExtollM the happy Prince, and thus began. 240 

bleft Atrides ! born to profp'rous fate, 
Succefsfui Monarch of a mighty ftate ! 
How vaft thy empire! Of yon' matcWefs train 
What numbers loft, what nartjbers yet remain ! 
In Pbrygia once were gallant armies known, 245 

In ancient time, when Otreus fill'd the throne. 
When Godlike Mygdon led their troops of horfe. 
And I, to join them, rais'd the Trojan force : 
Againft the manlike Amazons we flood. 
And Safjgar'*& flream ran purple with their Wood. 250 
But far inferior thofe, in martial grace 
And ftrength of numbers, to this Grecian race. 

This faid, once more he view'd the warrior- train: 
What's he, whofe arms lie fcatter'd on the plain ? 



V. 240. Extoird the happy Prince.'^ It was very natural for Priam 
on this occafion, to compave the declining condition of his kingdom 
with the flouri/hing ftate of Agamemnon ^, and to oppofe his own 
mifery (who had loft muft of his fons and his braveft warriots) to' 
the felicity of the other, in being yet mafter of fo gallant an army. 
After this the humour of old age breaks out, in the narration of 
what armies he had formerly feen, and bore a part in the command 
of; as well as what feats of valour he had then performed. Befldes 
w hich, this praifc of the Greeks from the mouth of an enemy, was 
AD foiall encomium of Homer z countrymen* 



^\ti^i^ 
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Broad is his breaft, his fhouUers larger fprcad^ 2j{ 

Tho' great Atrides overtops his head. 

N(Mr yet appear his care and condudl finall } 

From rank to rank he moves^ and orders all. 

The ftatdy Ram thus meafures o'er the gromid. 

And, matter of the iiodu, fnrveys them round. i^ 

Then Helen thus. Whom your di&erni^g eyes 
Have fingled oat, is hbacus the wife : 
A barren iiland boafts his glorious birth ; 
His £une for wifdom fills the fpacious earth. 

Antenor took the word, and thus began : 26$ 

Myfelf, O King! have feen that wond'roas roan; 
When truding Jove and hofpitable laws. 
To 7roy he came, to plead theGreciaft caufe; 
(Great Menelaiis urg'd the fame requefl) 
My houfe was honour'd with each royal gucft : ^7^ 

I knew their perfons, and admir'd their parts. 
Both brave in arms, and both approved in arts. 

Erca, 



V. 458. Frcm rank to rank be moves,"} The vigilance and infpec" 
tion of U/vjffes were very proper marks to diflinguifh him, and ayf< 
with his chara^er of a wife man, no lefs than the grandpur and iT»a- 
jefty before defcribed are conformable to that of AgamtmnWi a» ^ 
fupreme ruler j whereas we find A}ax afterwards taken notice of only 
for his bulk, as a heavy Hero without parts or authority. This de- 
corum is obfervable. 

V. 171. I knew their perfons, &c.] In this view of the leaders o^ 

" the army, it had been an overfight in Homer to have taken no notice 

of Menelaus, who was not only one of the principal of them, b«t 

wa immediately to engage the obfervatiom of the reader in the fingle 

combitCt On the other biAA, \X \i«^ \wock \ \it^ indecwum to htn 
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X the Spartan moil engaged oar view, 

T^ feated, greater revVence drew. 

en Atrens" Ton harangued the liil'iiing train, 275 

was his fenfe, and his expreHioii plain, 

words fuccind, yet fbll, without a fault 1 

^poke no more than joft the thing he ought. 

Bot 



*'Ht!ena fpeak of him. He hat therefore pot liis praifet into 
laouth of Antenor \ wkich was alfo a more artful way than to 
prefented him to the eye of Priam in the fame manner with the 
It appears from hence, what a regard he has had both to de- 
f and variety, in the conduct of his poem, 
his paflage concerning the different eloquence of Matelaas and 
h is inexpreflibly juft and beautiful. The doie taeonick con- 
efs of the one, is finely opposed to the copious, vehement, and 
tratmg oratory of the other ; which is (o exquifitely defcrib*d in 
fimile of the fnow falling faft, and finking iUep. For it is in 
the beauty of the comparifon confifts, according to ^iirtiliamy 
, f , 10. Jn U/ji//'e facundiam & magnitudhem junxit, eui orathnem 
us bybermii copia <verborum atque impetu parem tribuiti We tnay 
1 the fame light with thefe the chara^er of Neftor*^ eloquence^ 
1 confif^ed in foftnefs and perfuafivenefs, and is therefore (in 
adiflin6tion to this of Vljffes) compared to honey which drops 
f and (lowly ; a manner of fpeech extremely natural to a bene- 
t old man, fuch as Neftor is reprefented. AMhnius has elegantly ' 
goiihM thefe three kinds of oratory in the following verfes* 

Dulcem in f>aucis ut PMhenidem, 

£t torrent em ceu PuUchii . '... 

J^ifigida di Aa : 
£t melUta nedhre vocis 
Dulcia fatu verba canentem 

Neftora regem. 

27S. He fpoke no mare than juft the thing he ought*] Chapman^ 
notes on this place and on the fecond book, has deibrib*d Me^ 
as a chara£ler of ridicule and fimplicity. He takes advantage 
the word ^»ycaK here made ufe of, to interpret that of the ' 
tf/f of his. voice, which was applyM tp the actttenefs of his 
>£. I. M S«Stx 
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But when Vlxffes rofe, iii; tlioiigjb; prof^unily 
His modcft eyes he fix'd uppo the ground, 289 

As. 

ienfe t He observes, that this fort of voice it the mark of a fool ; 
that MenelaMi conning to his brother* s feaft .uninvited in the iecona 
book, has occafionM a proverb of folly j that the excufe Homer hi]n-, 
fdf makes for it (becanfe.his brother n^ight forget to invito bini 
tiirp* nuch buiinefs) is purely ironical ; that the epithet d^iipOi^ 
wMch is often applyM to him, fliould not be tranHated vfarlike, but 
one who had an affeSation of lovt'ng tvar : In ihort, that he was a 
we^Prjneei plav*d,upon by othoi^Sy ihort in fpcfch^ ai)d.^ tb^ 
pronunciation^ valiaqt only by. fits, and foooetimes fiumbling vp^n. 
good matter la his fpce^^es, as may happen to the m^fk fielder c»- 
padty. This is on^. of ^thf myftecies whi^ th^ tts^^JQatpr boji^ to 
have found in Homer, Bu^ 48 it is no way con(ifiefit wi.th.the ait of. 
the.Poet» to draw tbe.peribn.ia whole behalf he tngi^ges the wprl^i 
in Aic^ a manner as so regard fh^uld be coqc^vM for him^. we.m^ . 
cndfaypor to rescue him from this mi&eprefe^tati^, Firft ;tbffli. 
the jjirefent paiTage is tsj^n by antiquity in general .to .be apply *fd .mtn 
€0 sis pronunciation,, but hjs eloquence. So Amfiniiis in the focc- 
goin^ citation^ and Gterp 4e elarh cratori^it^ i Meneiaiim ifptm ditl^. 
iiluifi quidem tradit Hom^rust Jed fwicm hqutntem, ^nd ^imliani 
/. 1%, (, 10* Homerm hrevtm.tumanim JMtinditaie^ & fr^rigm (id 
enim eft ngn errare verbiej & ^^etttem. fvperfUams, elofueTtt/am Memlat 
dedlf, &(, Sccpndly, th^* his coming uninvited ms^ have occaHon'd 
a jefling provqrb, it may naturally be.accounied for on the prinqpk. 
of ifrotSerJf love, wj^cih (o vifibly ^^raiUcifies. both him and j^ 
memifOH throttghout the poem. Thirdly, clffii^i^^ may import a 
love of war, bu( not an ungrounded afre^^tion. Upon the wholei 
liis cbarafler is by no means contemptible, tbo* not of the moft 
flkining nature. He 19 calPd indeed in the 17th ISad fMchBafcof 
ettXf*"'''''^* tf foft warrior, or one whofe ftrength is of the fccond 
rate; and fo his brother thought him, when he preferr*d nine be- 
fore him to fight with HeSlor in the feventh bopk* But on the etbcr 
hand, his courage gives him. a considerable figure in conquering Pd- 
ris, defending the body of Fatroclus, refcuing UlxJ/ei, wounding Helf 
nuSf killing Euphorbus, &c. He Is full of relentment for his private 
injuries, which brings him to the war with a fpiric of revenge in the , 
fecond tobk, makes him bkrphi-me Jupiter in the third, when Ptfrri 
efcapcs him, and curfe the Grecium in the feventh. when they hcfirate , 
to accept Hefhr'% challenge. But this alfo is qualified with a com- 
panion for thofe who fuffer in his caufe, which he every wheie mani- 
Icfts upon proper occaiions i and with aa indtiftry to gratil^ others. 
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As^iK unikiird or dumb, he lecm'd to ftsnd. 

Nor rais'd his head, norftrfetchM'hisfceptred liandi 

But, when he fpeak^, what elocution ^Aows ! 

Soft as the fleeces of defceirding <rnow^ 

The copious accent Ml, with «afy tift ; 2^ 

Mildag they fal],'aiid'iihk into the heart! - 

WondMng we hear^ anifisiMta deep'iTii{M't8e'* 

Our e«FBif«fiite.th0>ccDAife*of our eyes: 

The King then Aik!d (as yet the caaip he Tiew^J} • 
What chief isdChtt^: wsh giant ftren^ eDda*dy 290" 

Whofe brawny ,fhoaldcrs, and whofe fwtlling-clMftf 
And lofty flatuf e iav jezceed the peft^ 
^/rx the great .(^ beautcoos Qaceii'T€p]y?d) \ 
Hknfelfaboft: the GrMuvstilreQgth and ^dtv 



at mrfaep be- c^beys j^jaM m tke Teventeetf^ boolc, tod ^goes 'opoitHhir- ' 
^irand to find AntiIochus,.yrixh fonae othev condefcenfions of tbelik*! 
suture. Thas- 'his'xkarafter is ccFinpos^d of qualities which ^ve him 
tio uneafy fuperiority over others whjile be Avaots thdraififtaacq a<ld*.r^* 
mingled with fuch as make him amiable enough to obtain it, 

V. z8o. His modeji ejef, ^c.} This behaviovr of *(/^^ ' is Otpj^ 
i>y Ovid, Met, 13. 

Aflitit atque oculos paritm uUure moratn 
Smftulit ■ 

"Whit ^(oAo^n in the Creek tranflated word for word ruas thns: He' 
feenf^iike^ ffot, ytmtvmUd baive tiottgbt biln in a rage, •r a madman. 
Hoik odd4y this would appear in our language, I ap^ to thoiji who 
liave read<(g*%^* ' .'^be whole period meant no more than to describe 
tibat behainoor whicfa is egmmonly remarkable in a modeft dbd Uat^ 
^ble-many who fpeakt in po^hck: HfU diffidence andtefpetft ^xt% 
him at his firft rifing a fort of confufion, which is not indecent, and * 
^hich ferves but the inoic to heighten the furpriae and tfleem of 
thoijuwh^f hear him. 
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See ! bold Idamennu fuperior towers 29$ 

Afnidd yon" circle of his Cretan pow*n» 

Great as a God ! I iaw him once before^ 

With Menelaus on the Spartan (hore. 

The reft I know, and could in order namei 

All valiant chiefs, and men of mighty fiune. joo 

Yet two are wanting of the nomVous train, . 

^hom long my eyes have fooght, bat Ibugbt in im\ 

Caftor and Fdlux^ firft in martial force. 

One bold on foot, and one renown'd for horfe. 

My brothers thefe ; the fame our native (hore, 305 

One houfe conuin*d us, as one mother bore. 

Perhaps the Chiefs, from warlike toils at eaft. 

For diftant Trttf refused to fail the feas: 

Perhaps their fword fome nobl^ quarrel draws, 

Aiham*d to combate in their iifter's caufe. S*^ 

So fpoke the fair, nor knew her brothers doom. 
Wrapt in the cold embraces of the tomb ; 
Adorn'd with honours in their native (hore. 
Silent they flept, and heard of wars no more. 



V. .309. Terh^pi tbes'rfkoerds.'} Tbi« is another ftroke of Hr&»*» 
concern: The fenfe of her crime is perpetually affli^Hng her> aaA 
awakes upon every occafion. The lines that follow^ wherein Htimf 
gives us to underiland that Cajlor and Poilux were now dead, aie 
£nely introducM, and in the fpirit of poetry 3 titp mnie is fuppofed to 
know every thing, paft and to conae, and to ice things difia&t aft«d^ 
isprdeat. 
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Mean time the heralds, thro' the crouded towo» 3 1 $ 



1 



Bring the rkh wine and deftin*d viAims down. 

Uaus* arms the golden goblets preft, 

Who thus the venerable King addreft. 

Arife, iXfitther of the Trojan ftate I 

The nations cair, thy joyful people wait, 320 

To ftal the truce, and end the dire debate. 

Fans thy fon, and Sparta*$ Kwg adrance. 

In meafurM lifts to tofs die weighty knee ; 

And who lus rival 0iall in arms fubdue. 

His be the dame, and his the treafure too. ^25 

Thns with a lailing leagae oar toils may ceafe» 

And Trffjf poflefs her fertile fields in peace ; 

So (hall the Greeks review their native fhore, 

Mach &m*d for genVous fteeds, for beauty more. 

With grief he heard, and bade the chiefs prepare 330 
To join his nulk- white couriers to the car : 
He mounts the feat, Jntenor at his iidei 
The gentle fteeds thro' Scaa*s gates they guide : 
Next from the car defcending on the plain. 
Amid the Gneian hoft HMkdTrofasf train '335 



V. 315% Mteait tim the h$raUs^ ftc.] It naif not \it uapleaiiag 
to the rnder to compare the defcriptioii of the ceremoniefl of the 
league ib the following part, with that of Virffl in the twelfth book. 
The preparatioDt, the proccfiion of the Kings, and their congreft, 
are much more iokmn ;uid poetical in ths iattsr j tbr oath and ad- 
Jwations are e^tiaUy noble in both. 



M) SkMjl 
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Sk>w they piocccd : Tht fa^e U^estken 
Arofe, tncl with him cofe'the.K^g oLMea. 
Oq either fide a facred herald /lands. 
The wine they mix, and on e«ch monarch'sL bands 
,PoQr the full urn ; then dcaws the GredanhaiA }!• 
^His catkce (heathM hefide i^is {xwd^nous^rword; 
iFrom the fignM viAims cru^ che cusIingJutrt 
TThe heralds part it, and the Princea ftiare ; 
Then loudly thus t^efore th'attcntiva bands 
He calls the Gods, . and fpceads his lifted handi. H5 

. O firft and greateH powV ! >whon .^ «bcy. 
Who high on JUah holy moontain fiiray. 
Eternal Jove! and you bright oi^,that rtil 
From eaft to weft» and view from pole to pole ! 
Thoa mother Earfb ! and all ye living FU§df I . }ffi 
^Infernal fariV/, 2x^^7artar€anGQA&, 
' Who rule the dead, and horrid^woes prefii^ 
For perjur'd King?, .nod all :who &lfe2y fwrnr I 



V. 342. The atr&^ iair.} We hAvt hereiike.iphiJe.'CrrMiorfai 

of the folemn oath, as it was obfervM anciently by the nations our 

>A)Bthor defcribes. Ijwft ttke tbia Aficsifioa ofrttflMrkug tlM-%'e 

mighc fpare ourfelves the trouble of reading moft books of Cnccitn 

mntiquities, only by being well vers'd in Homer, They are generally 

bare tranfcriptions of him, but with this unneceiTary addition, .that 

jtfter \tm\n% «{««tod «ny thing \n'*tr(^y tlKy'<ftf the fnoe over.agaio 

»4a profe. Th^^jiatifuitmM ihmerte^ df Fetthikt-mKj ferre as an ID- 

i4bnce of tkis. What my Lord ^P«Mff cbl'erves of authors in geaeifel> 

rib farticularly applicable k> tkeie uf Anti^ties, tibwt tfaey write for 

«ftaMitiM wm 6>r Miftitaiitt, «^ ^«t tbor ^9«xkt tre popetnal 

fq>etiUoiis. . . - ' 



Hetr, 
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Hear, and be witncff. Tf/by Pari^ fla!o. 
Great MeneLus prefs the fatal plain ; jcc 

The Dame and creafares let the Trojan keep. 
And Greed returning plow the SVatry deep. ^ 

o If by my brother*! lahct the Trt^an'hXtfA i 
Be hU.the Avvftlth ixA tteaot^u^ daiiie^ecreedi 
Th*lippoiiited4iiefec///V9JuRypty, ^jljo 

And e v^ry age record the %naf dtay. 
This if the Phrygian fliall refafe to )HeU, 
V Arms muft revenge, attd ilfit^r/ decide dieCeld. ^ 

With that the Chief the reader vidims flenr. 
And in the dtift Chdr'Ueeding^ bodies threw : jis ; 

The 



V. 361. Aidm^fy^iret9rdth§fignald»^*'\ "Hti m) taffny^Uhiai 
uit' MftSwoiCi wiX^teu. Thb ftemt the Mtural AcDfe of -|h* 
Ime^ and not at Madam Daciir renders it. Tie trihttgjbali h paid to 
tb* pofltritj of the Greeks ftp eaar. I think ifhe w fiii^ in tbaclx- 
plication, the in.ijority of the interpreters taking it to lignify that (he 
viAory of the Grea'atn and tHis peconiary ackiMwledgiifent yS^vA/ he 
neorded te all pcfterity. If it means any more than this, at leaf it 
caimot come up to the f^nfe Madinl D'aeier gives it ; for a natton put 
. vnder perpetual tribute is rather enflavcd, thaa recrifed to friendfiip 
and alliance, which are the terms of jigoMemnrCt fpeech. It feeros 
rather to be a fine, demanded u a recompence for the eaipeaces of 
the war, which being made over to the bretkt, (hoald remain to their 
pofierity for ever j that is to hj, -which they (hoold i^prer be molefted 
for, or which /hould never be re-demanded in any age as a cafe of 
injury. The phrafe is the fame we ufe at this day, when any pur* 
chafe or grant is at once made over to a ipan emd bit keirt fir #««r« 
"With this Vrlll agree the Scbo!:aft*s note, which tells tM the m\u€t 
tvas reported to have been half fhe goods then in the befieg*d Qty. 

V. ' 564. The Chief tb^ tender viSfimfiew,} ' One of the frahd <ib- 
je^ions which the ignorance bf Tom«''iDMl)n^ has riiu? i^^iaft 
Hornet', is what they call a defe<St in the manners of his heroes. Th^ 
af«- ibock'd to find his Kings employM in fuch offices a« (lau^tcda% 

M ^ ^ 
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The vffcal fpirit iffa*d at the wound. 

And lefc the members qaiv*ring on the groond. 

From the fame urn they drink the miogied wine, 

And add libations to the powVs divine. 

While thus their pray'rt united mount the iigr ; 37^ 

Hear, mighty Jovil and hear, ye Gods on high! 

And may their blood, who.firft the league confoundi 

Shed like this wine, ^iiftain the thirfiy ground 1 

May all their confiirts ferve promifcuous luft. 

And aH their race be icatterM as the duft f }75 

Thus either hoft their imprecations joined. 

Which Jip^i/f refused, and miogied with the wind. ■ 

The rites now finilh'd, rev'rend Friam rofe. 
And thus exprefs'd a heart overcharged with woes. 
vYc Greeks and Trojamy let the chiefs engage, J^ 

But fpare the weaknefs of my feeble age : 
In yonder walls that objedl let me fhun. 
Nor view the danger of fo dear a fon. 
Whofe arms (hall conquer, and what Prince fiiall faO, 
Heaven only knows, for heav*n difpofes all. 38$ 

I'his faid, the hoary King no longer iUy^d, 
Bat on his car the flaughter'd victims laid ; 



of beafts, Gff. But they forget that facrificiog was the moft (oleum 
a£l of religioJi} and that Kings of old in moft nations were alfo 
Chief- i^ricfts. This, among other obje^ons of the iame kind, tht 
reader may fee anfwcxed in the Preface. 



Then 
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Then feiz*d the reins his gentle flecds to goid^ 
And drove to 7r9f, >^9/M0r at his fide. 

BcU Hiaor and Uijifes Bomr difpofe 3^ 

The lifts of combate, and the ground jncbTei 
Next to decide b/ facred lots prepare. 
Who firft (hall launce his pointed fpear m air. 
The peo^e pr^ywitb elevated hands, 
. And Hwrds like thcfe are heard thro* all the bandl. 395 
ImnKNtalT'^^ high heavVs fuperior lord. 
On lofty U£% hdj mount ador\l ! 
Whoe*er involved as in this dire debate. 
Oh give that anthof of die war to fttc" 
And (hades eternal ! let divxfion «ea(e, ^oe 

And joyfbl nations join i» leagues of peace* - 

With eyes averted HiBor haftes to turn 
The lots of fight, and (hakes the brazen unr. 
Then, Paris^ thine leaped forth ; by fital chance 
OrdainM the firft to whirl the weighty lance. 40; 

Both armies (ate, the combate to funrey,. 
Befide each chief his azure armour lay. 
And round the lifts the generous courfcrs neigk.. 
The beauteous warrior now arrays for fight, 
Jb gilded arms magnificently bright : 41JO 

The porple cuiflies dafp his thighs around^ 
. Wid^ flowers adorn'd, with filver bacUcs bound: 

M 5 lycaon% 



"5 

} 



BracM in, and fittddb» li» After breafti 
^radiant baldric, oVr.his indkkr t)h*a, 415 

Suftain*d the fwoni that giitttr'd at his Mt : 
His yoathful face a folifr*d feelm o^aifpMad 1 
The wavingTbPffe-diair Mddei onilasrkQKli 
His figarM ihield, a flmitD|p.«i>, he taka?^ ' 
;^od in .Ma Atmd ^ f OtMed^ajT'liii^ihalnsl ^ 

With equal fpf^, :aml£r!d by cqsal.cliariBt, 
The Spartan hero iheatha ^.liinbs k anM. 
, Now round the4^ lh*>adfBiring anni^ jind. 
With javMins fix'd, :(he Grak and Tr^jband. . 
jAffiidft the dreadful vale, the Chie6 adueanoe, 4^$ 

All pale with rage, and flialse the threatening lante. 
The Trofaft firll his inning jav'lin thrcwi 
Full on Jtrides* -ringing fiueld it AeWp 
Nor pjer<d the brfiKeii ctrbt tet with msbound 
. tpp*d from the bucMer hlnRt^d kmi fthf s^9iir4* 49^ 
^ridc$ then his mafly lance prepaid, 
fn ad to throw, but fird ,]»«&» hia pray^ff- 

Give me, great ^Vi^/ to punilh Jawleis Jkl^* 
And lay the ^rt^au ga^pg in ^ 4)ift : 



.33. Give miy fwwr Jovf.] Smty putt « ^raiyer ia Ae oiwfH 
fZntfi^ but none in Parit*% : hUnelaus is the perfpn injur'd aa^ 
It, Md May tKeivfore apply to Cod for juftice ) ^t iP«rpr> idto 



V.433- 
of MeneJaui, 
aanocent, 
isthc crimioad, remains filcnt. * 'Sftmlamit* 



Ceftroy 
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Ddlrojr A* aggreflbr* aSd "by ffgliteodi Cttutk, 43 ; 

Avenge the breach of ho^itsble laws f 

Let this eximpfe future thnes rechiifa. 

And guard from Wrong hkfgistkdihipS holy liaine* 

He iatd, and poisM in axr the |av'Hn fent. 

Thro' Paris* ItdM the fbrcdfbl weapon wM^ 4^0 

His corslet pierces, and hfs gkmiQit rends. 

And glancing downward, near his iiank defceodi. 

The wary Trvfoft bending from the blow. 

Eludes the death, and difappoints his foe: 

But fierce AtnAs waVM his fword, and ftriook 445 

Full on his cafque ; the crefted lidmet ihook ; : 

T^e brittle fteel, nnlaithful to his hand,. 

Broke fhort : the frkgments glitter'd on -the fkfld; 

The raging warrior to the fpacious ikies 

Rais*d his upbraiding voice, and angry eyc^: 450 

Then is it vaia in if we himifeff to trixft f 

Utod b it thus the Gbds afflft the }oft? 




This Tcrre is cot, taexprefs the tiutf|_it ddcribet^ the u^ifiiig /hort 
of the Tword. *Tis tlie obfervation of Etftatbius on this line of the 
original, that we do not only fee dM «£kioil^ But imai^.wi liiat ■ 
the found of the bie»king fword in that of the words. Tf^X^d rs 
fbdt) TtTfaxfioc ^arfv^U ixTfta-t X»p^f* Xnd that Homer SefignM 
lly may appear f roA his haivifig twice pat hb^ tbe.^?r* {«hich was 
a letter unneceflary) to cauie this har/hnc(s in the verfe. As this 
beaaty coaM ndt ■ be pr e feivtiS in our langotge, it Is ttt^id^r'A la < 
the tranfladaa to iuffly it wkh ibinc<bijia.yndkL 

Wheon 
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. When crimes provoke us, beay'n faocefr denia; 
The dart falls harmlefsy and the faulchion flies. 
Furious he {aid, and toward the Grecian Qttfi 45; 

(Seiz'd by the creft) th* nnhappy warrior drew ; 
Struggling he foUow*df while th* embroidered tfaoogy 

, That ty M his helmet, dragged the chief along. 
Then had his ruin crowned Atridei" joy. 
But Venu$ trembled for the Prince of ^roy: 460 

Unfeen ihe came, and burfl the golden band ; 
And left an empty helmet in his hand. 

. The caf^ue, enraged, amidft the Greds he threw; 
The Gruki with fmilea the poliihM trophy view. 
Then, as once more he lifts the deadly dart, 465 

In thirft of vengeance, at his rival^s heart. 
The Queen of Love her favoured champion ihrdads 
(For Gods can all things) in a veil of clouds. 
RaisM from the field the panting yonth flie led. 
And gently laid him on the bridal bed, 470 

With pleafing fweets his faintmg fenfe renews. 
And all the dome perfumea widi heavenly dews. 

Mean time the brightell of the female kind. 
The matchlels Hilen^ o*er the walls redinM : 
To her, befet with 7r€jan beauties, came 475 

In borrowed form the * laughter- loving dame. * Vemu* 
(She feem^d an ancient Maid, well-ikiird to cull 
The fhowy fleece, and wind the twiftcd wool.) 

Thia 
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The Goddefft foftly (hook ber filken. vdl» 

Tliat fined, perfumes, and whifp'ring thiif addreft. 489 

Hafte, happy nymph! for thiee thy P«rr/ calla^ 
Safe, from the fight» in yonder h^ty walk. 
Pair as a God i with odours round him ijpread 

He lies, and waits thee on the well known bed: 

Not like a warrior parted from die fee^ 4S j 

But fome^y dancer in the pnfalick fliow. 
She fpoke, and litk9C% fecret fool was mov^di 

She fcom*d the champion, but the man (he bv*d. 

Fair Vtnus^ neck, her eyes that fparkled fire. 

And breaft revealed the Queen of foft defire. 490 



V. 

Tarn 
tor • 

bring this about, flie firft takes upon her the moft proper form in the 
vrorld, that of a favourite (errant^Vnaid^ and awakens her psUflloii 
by reprefenting to her th« beautiful figure of his peribn. Next, af- 
fuming her own fhape, ihe frightens her into a compliance^ not- 
withstanding all the ftnigglet oijbameyfitr, and Mger^ which braJc 
out in her ^eech to the Goddeis. This machine is allegoricai, and 
means no more than the power of hvt triumphing over all the confi« 
derations of bonwr^ eafcy and fafety* It has an excellent cffsft as 
to the pocmy in prefendng ftill in fiMne degree our good opinion of 
Helena, whon> we look upon with compafiion^ as coaftrain*d by a 
fuperior power, and whofe fpeech tands to juftify her in the eye of 
the reader. 

V. 487. She Jacket and Helen^i feeret frnl tstfs m&v*JJ] Nothing 
is more fine than this ; the firft though of PaniB beantj over- 
comes f una wares to herfelf ) the contempt (he had that moment 
conceiv d of him upon his overthrow. Tliis motiob is but natural, 
and before die perceives the Deity. When the affeOioot of 'a wo- 
man have been thoroughly gained, tho* they may be alienated for a 
wliile> they foon return upon her. 'Homer Itkiw flays' Madaill Da- 
tierj what a woman is capable of, who bad 01a lov*d* 

1 Struck 
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Struck with her j^efafl^^ ftnir^'ltt ely ^ 
- )torfockli«r-^eek ; Mtf , tf^hlffig, |4H» Ihe JM. 
Then n\\ Rill thy pteafore to deedvc ? 
And woman'siVaihy aHrays to Wfevt ? 
Say, to new natiotis nrajft T abfs the oain, 495 

Or carry wtfrsto^fwneftft ^dn |ihhi? 
^br whom muft Hden^etk her fecond Vdw? 
What other Paris n thy darling -now? 
Left to jftriOes (viftor in the flrifr) 
An odions cbnqueft lind a captirt -wife, 500 

Hence let mr fail : And if ifcy Putts bear 
•fy abfence iB, >rt ^f »w ttfe his tare, 
A hand maid goddefs at his iide to wait, 
Itcflobnce the glories nif thy h«at*nly flMr, 
Be fix*d for erer to tbe T^nyn;! fiiorey JC5 

His fpouie, or Have ; ftnd SAOuot the ikies no more, 
"for me, to lawlefslove no kmger led, 
I fcom the coward, and det«ft hh bed ; 



V. 507. ?Vr me, to ttrntefs lifoe »« JKr^ Hi, tfc^ tft €m&M\ 
We have here another 'brtuch of the fettiale charaoer, which h, t» 
"be ruled in their attaches by fveceju Helen finding llie ▼i^ory ^ 
loDg*d to M^netaut, accuies herfeif ferretJy of having forfidten liim 
for the other, and immediately enrertiins a high opinion of the man 
Ae hU once derptfed. One miiy add, that the fair fez are generally 
admirers of courage, and naturally friends to great ibidiers. f*^ii 
was no ftrai^er to this difpofition of them, and had formerly eA- 
4eavour*d to^ve his mfftrefs thai OfibioAof hian) Kft appetfl lirdDI 
htr rq^roAch of him afterwaciu 



Elft 
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Elfe (hooid I' MCTJt'^yre ili B liug ' flnwife, 

And keen reprotcfa, frm ev^y Pi^^««ria«r: 'jlo 

111 fuits it now the joy* of lore to fcnchnr. 

Too deep my^mguffh, and too wild my woe. 

Then thus hiceniM, the Pii]n^nm- Queen replies; 
Obey the -powVfrom whomthy glories rife: 
Shou'd Fenus leave thee, cv*ryTciiann muftlly, yij 

Fade from thy eheek, and languSfti in thy eye. 
Ceafe to provoke me, left I mike thee more 
Vhe world's averfion, than their h>ve1)€fore ; 
Now the bright prize for whi<^h mankind engage. 
Then, the fad vi6Um of the ptfblidc TagOk 5^0 

At this, the faireft of her fex obeyed. 
And veil'd her bluflies in a filken fhade; 
Unfeen, and filent, from the train Ihe 'moves. 
Led by the Goddefs of the Smiles and ^oves. 

Arrived, and enterM at the Palace gate, 525 

The maids ofiiriotM Teimd i3ieir mfflrefs want j 
Then adl dffpeffing, variovs talfts attend ; 
The Queen and GoddeA to ike firitice vtfoBiid. 
full in her P^rar* light, the 4;^een ef Ltve ' * 

Had plac'd the beauteous prpgeAy of Jirovf j jo 

T, 515. SS&oa56/ Venus lum tbe4, ft^fj ^Aam m^ fyA *flkis 
was the vmA dreattful df all threats, lah of Vauty and or repau* 
lion. Kekn^ who iiad been pfodT to the perfenal appeaxance of die 
Goddefs, and durft evm reproaoh her frith tictenitft juft iNSfote, 
yields to this, and obejs all the dilates of lovet 

Whf re. 
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W]i€re» as he viewed her charms, (he tqm'daway 
Her glowing eyes, and thus b^gan to iay. 

Is thb the Chief, who loft to fenfe of fliame 
Late fled die fidd, and yet fiirvives his fiune? 
Oh hadft thou dy'd beneath the righteous fword {5$ 
Of that bnnre num whom once I callM my.Lord! 
The boafler Paris oft defir*d the day 
^ With Spartah King to meet in fiogle fray : 
Go now, once more thy rival's rage excite^ 
Frovoke Atrides^ and renew the fight : $4^ 

Yet Bikn bids thee ftay, left thou nnfkiird 
Should'il fall an eafy conqueft on the field. 

The Prince replies \ Ah ceafe, divinely fiur. 
Nor add reproaches to the wounds I bear; 
This day the foe prevailed by FaUai pow*r; 54S 

We yet may vanquish in a happier hour : 



V. 531. ^ht twnii awty birgbnnng grei.] Thit mtemew of tbe 
two lorers, plac*d oppofite to each odier^ and o^erlookM by r«wfi 
Fans gazing on Heiena, ihe turning away her eyes, Ihining at oace 
with anger and love, are particular! finely drawn, and painted up to 
all the life qf nature* Euftatinut imagines ihe looked afide in the 
coi^cioolnefs of her own weaknefs, as apprehending that the beauty 
of Parit mig^t caufe her to relent. Her borfting out into paffioa 
and reproaches while ihe is in this ftate of mind, is no ill pi£bire. of 
* irailty : Venus (as Madam Dacisr obierves) does not leave iicr^ tad 
fbndnefs will immediately fucceed to thefe repfbacfaes. 

V. 543. Ab ceafe, divinely fdirS^ This anfwer of Parts is the 
only one he could poflibly have maide with any Aiccefs in his cir- 
cumftance. There was no other method to reconcile her to hifflt 
but that which is generally moft powerful with the fex» and which 
Ikmer (who was Icaraed ereiy way) here makes ufe oL 

There 
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There want not Gods to favoar us above : 

But let the bufinefs of oar life be lovei 

Thefe fofter moments let delights emfdoy. 

And kind embraces fnatch the hafly joy. J50 

Not thus I lov*d thee, when from Sparta^t fhore 

My forc'd, my willing heavenly prize I bore» 

When 



V. 55T. Noi thus lkn*d Aee,'\ Howcfver Bomer may ^ admired 
hi his condu£t in this paflage^ I find a general outcry againft Parh 
Ol this occafion. Pktarcb has led the way in his treatife of reading 
J'oets^ by remarking it as a moft heinovs a£l of incontinence in 
him to go to bed to his Lady in the d^y-time. Among the com- 
mentators the moft violeat is the moral expofitor Sfotulanus, who 
will not fo much as allow him to fay a civil thing to Heleit, MoRit, 
tffttminaeusy (S ^urcux ilk itduher, mbil de Ubidimjud imminutum dicit, 
fid nunc maps ed cornpi fuam mfuam alia$9^tmd«m amfrindtin ta 
iffi dedit (Latim ha reffi exprimmu rl fiSfttr%»% m n 'Otl^ed} 
tn infula Cranae. Gtm aJioftd homines primi concubit(U fokant ejfe ar* 
dentiores, I could not deny the reader the dtrerfion of this remark, 
aor Sfortdamts the glory of his zeal, who was but two and twenty 
when it was written. Madam Dacier is alfo very fevere upon PaHs^ 
hut for a reafon more natural to a Lady: She is of opinion that 
the paflion of the lover would fcarce have been fo exceffive as he 
here defcribes it, but for fear of lofing his miftreis Immediately, ts 
Ibrefeeing the Greeks would demand her. One may anfwer to this 
fively remark, that Paris having nothing to fay for himielf, was 
•bilged to teMfy an uncommon ardour for his Lady, at a time when 
compliments were to pafs inftead of reaibnt. I hope to be eicus*d. 
If (in revenge for her remark upon our kx) I obferve upon the be- 
haviour of Helem throughout this book, which giuM a pretty natural 
pi^hire of the manners of theirs. We fee her firft in tears, repen- 
tant, cover*d with confofion at the fight of Priam, and fecrctly in- 
eUn*d to return to her former fpoule. The difgrace of Paris increafet 
her diflike of him ) ihe rails, ihe reproaches, ihe wiihes his death $ 
nnd after all, is prcvail*d upon by one kind compliment, and yields 
to his embraces. Medhinks when this Lady*s obfervation and mine 
are laid together, the beft that can be made of them is to conclude, 
^t fince both the faxes have dKur fjrtilties^ it would WwtliiBf each 
to forgive tfan other, . 
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When firft entrancM la Cranai\ ifle I lay^ 
Mix^d with thy foui^ and all dilTolv'd away I 



\t is worth looking backward, to obrenre the slUgory here tmfi 

'' '«A with refpcA to Hefettt who lives through this whole book in ft 

whirl of pafllons, and is j^tated by turns with icntlments of fto- 

nour and love. The Goddefles made ufe of, to cad the appearance 

of fable over the ftcpry, tre Jrit and f^trmt, Whtn HtUfi ii calfdto 

the tower to behold her former friends, In't the'meifenger ofjun 

■ (the Goddeff of Honour) if fent for herj and when invited to the 

bed-chamber of Paris, ygmu is to beckon her cot of the company* 

The forms they take to carry on thefe different afiain, are properly 

daoien t the one sifliimiag t^e ynian of the dauffhter of JUtfier, 

who prefs'd moft for her being reftor*d to HeneUusi the o^-the 

ihape of an old sudd, who was privy to the intrigue with Pgm km 

. the besinniag. And in the oonlequences, at dbe ooe InrpireiihB 

4oTe of her former empiie, ifriends ai^i covntry $ St> the ^tber iaftik 

the dread of being caft off by all, if die forfeok her iecoad chace, 

iand caufes the return, of her tendemeis to Paris, But if ike Ims a 

Aruggle for honour, ihe is in a bondage to lovej which. giv« the 

ftory Its turn that way, and makce VtrntM oftner apfear than btu 

There is in one place a lover to be prote^led, in another a ^in 

' quarrel to be made up, in both which the Goddeis is" kindly op* 

cioos. She conveys Paris to Trov when be had cTcapiM the eoenayi 

'which may fiznify his love for bis aaiftreis, that hiimr*d him away 

'.'to juAify bimielf before her. She foftens end tenifies fic^ff^ inproer 

to make up ihe breach between them: And even when tbatafl^ir 

It £ni/hed, we do not find the Poet difmiflTes her From the cham&r, 

'whatever privacies the lovers had a mind to: In which circumftaace 

'lie Teems to draw afide the'veil of his Allegory/ and to let the reader 

at laft into the meaning of it, That the Goddefs of Love has "been 

. aU Ihe while nothing more than the PaHion of i^. ^ 

*V. 553. Wbmfirft entranced in Cranae'x /yfc.] It is in the origipal 

Kifcro S* h Kpav0irf.'KfAi7i}y 4>»^9r«>Ti, xoH it/yjv The trve fMife 

^ whkh is QKftf^'s'^I in the tranflition. I caiinoc bat take npdce 

••fa iflaall piece of Prudery- in Madam Dofipr^ wbo ia excctdiog 

-careful of if(f/(rM*6 chara^#r. She turns this •pafftge as if Paris bad 

MiJy her nrtfeftt to he bef hujhand in this iilaad. Pmufanias explains 

-this line in another manner, and tells us it was here that Pans ilad 

• firft the enjoyment of her, that in gratitude for his happinefs he 

-httilt a Temple of Femts M/^nitis, the mingler or «eupler, and that 

•the neighbouring coaft where it was erected was eaU-d Aiigommt frem 

Myimtf ^ tt^Ji»»Jo, Pauf, La(omis% 

Thus 
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Thus having fpoke, th' enamourM Phrygian boy 555 

Rufh'd CO the bed, impatient for the joy. 
Him Helen followed flow with baihful charms,' 
And clafpM the blooming Hero in her arms. 

While thefe to Iove*s delicious rapture yidd. 
The ftcrn Airides rages round the field : 560 

So fome fell lion whom the woods obey. 
Roars thro' the defart, and demanda hia prey. 
Faru he feeks, impatient to deftroy. 
Bat feeks in vain along the troopa of Tr^i 
Ev'n thofe had yielded to a foe fo brave 565 

The recreant warrior, hateful as the grave. 
Then fpeaking thus, the King of K . aroTe ; 
Ye Trojans t Dardans^ all our gen'rous foes! 
Hear and atteft ! from heav*n with conqueft crownM, 
Our brother's arms the juft fucceia have found : 570 

Be therefore now the Spartan wealth reflor'd. 
Let Argive Helen own her lawful Lord ; 
Th' appointed fine let ///wr juftly pay. 
And age to age record this fignal day. 

He.ceas'd ; his army's loud applaufes rife, 57^ 

And the long ihout runs echoing thro' the ikies. 
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THE 

FOURTH BOOK 

O F T H E 

I L I A D. 



The Breach of the Truce, and the firft Battel. 

CfHE Gffdf del/Berate in council concerning the Trojan 
'^ nvar: They agrti upon tbo nContinuation iff it ^ and Ju- 
piter fends down Minerva /• h^ak the Truce, She per^ 
fuades Pandarus to aim an arrmu at Menefaas, who it 
'womndedf hut cured by Machaon. In the mean time fame 
of the T|)^aQ^ iffoop^ fttitct the fireeifs. AgfupeyipoBi'// 
dijlinguifhed in all the parts of a good General ; he reviews 
the troops, and exhorts the Leaders^ fome by praifes^ and 
others hy reproofs. Neftor is particularly celebrated for his 
military eBjdpline, The battel jAns^ and great numbers art 
flain on both fides. 

The fame day continues through this^ as through the lafi 
booh, (o/t iftdoes alfo through the tmao following, ^and almcfi- 
to the end^f the feftn^h book,) ;Tbe fcenc it.nxjhoUj \n\ 
the fadbefbre Troy. 



THE 




THE 



» FOURTH B..QO.^ 



Q;F., TrH.fi,, 



I h I A. B. 



A N D- now Qfymfuj\ iynli®. gif^jon^4.; 
LjL The Gods, with Jtv^, affum^ fhtir Thrones (Df 
tX GoU: 

iifuorud //^^, fr^witb bl9i9qi^diyiflf» 

'he {olden goblet 9:pw4s. wi|;)^;];>^rp^e,Vvii|P4 , 

White 



* ilr <WM from ifat .b^lnsuiig jof Ahuuintk, ^t.,f^ii hu.takett,* 
at.pf his tenth 4S«i44 as tht whQ]^triuKo£.4tlie ftopcyc in ihi* and. ^ 
e lift bpok ic ittUpwrdin h« twtlj^. T^ 4iac« JUMljEbei&ltflaa 
tb, the breach of it by a dart thrown by To/umtihis, JuturudM,* 
:king the Latiius to renew the war, the wound of ^neas, his 
u:^^^|re^ and the battel cAiuiagy all thcie an suinifcftly copied 



192 HOMER'S ILIAD. Book IV. 

WhSe |he foil bowls flow round, the pow^n employ { 
Their carefal eyes on long-contended Tr^. 

When J$ve, difpos'd to tempt SatmwCt fplees. 
Thus wak*d the fury of his partial Qaeen. 
Two pow'n divine the fim of Aireus aid» 
Imperial Jum^ and the aartial maid ; it 

But high in heaven they fit, and gaze from far» 
The tame fpe£hitors of his deeds of war. 
Mot thus hix.Femif helps her, favourM Jcnight, • 

The Queen of Pleafures ihares the^toils of fight. 
Each danger wards, and confiant in her care ij 

Saves in the moment of the ii!Et defpair.^ 



hem hence. The fofeaiflltly, furprife, and variety of thefe drcvin* 
ftances feemed to him of ifaiportance enough, to haild the whole 
cataftrophc of his work upon them ; though in Homer they aie but 
openings to the general aAion, and fuch as in their warmth tie 
^1 exceeded by all that follow them. They are chofen> we grant, 
^ ^rgii with great judgment, .and -conclude his Poem with a be- 
coming majefty : Yet the finiihing his fcheme with that which is but 
the cooleft part oi^Haner^^ action, ti;nds in ibme degree to (hew the 
^ifparity of the poetical fire in thefe two authors. 

V. 3. Immortal Hebe. The Goddefs of Youth is introduced as an 
attendant upon the banquets of the Gods, to /hew. that the divine 
Beings enjoy an eternal youth, and that their life is a felicity without 
tod. Dacier, 

V. 9. Two powers JSwni.'\ jufher't repiVaching thefe two God- 
4cires with negledting to aflift Maulaus, proceeds (as M. Dacier re- 
jDarics) from the affection he bore to Troy : Since, \5 Menelaia by 
their help had gained a complete victory, the fiege had been raifed, 
and the city delivered. On « the contrary, Jum and Mimerva might 
fii0er Psris to eicape, aft the xhethbd to continue 'the' war to the t^* 
deftruAion of Ttvf* And accordingly a few lines after We find them 
complotting t^ciUm> aai csntriYiBg a new iceae of aUeries to the 

■ ■•■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ -"■ "■ ••■"•' ' ■ Her 
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.tr aft has rcfca'd Paris* forfeit life, 

ho* great Atrides gained the glorioos firife. 

'hen fay, fePdWrs! what iignal HTue waits 

*o crown this deed, and fioifh all the Pates? ti 

hall heaven by peace the bleeding kiogdoms (pare; 

hr rottze the Furies, and awake the war ? 

Tety would the Gods for haman good provide, 

itrides foon might gain his beauteous bride. 



V. 18. Tbo* great Atn^tt gain' d the, glorious JhtFe,"] Ju^terhitn 
oakes it a quSion, Whethar the foirgoing cooiibftte ihonld detler- 
nme the controverfy, or the peace be htoktn } His putting it tbin,^ 
hat Paris is not kilkd, but MeneUus bos ibe *o!lhrj, gms a hint for 

difpute, whether the conditiona of ^e treaQr isere valid or an- 
luUed ; that is to fay, whether the contnnrerfy was to be determined 
>y the wiiory or by the death of one of tlpe cgmbttaots* Accof^ 
ngly it has oeen difputed whether the articles were really binding 
o the Trojans -or not ? Plutarch has tieatcd.. the qneftioo in fait 
iympofiacks, I. 9. qu. 13. The fobftance is this. In the firft. pro^, 
lofid of the challenge Paris mentions only the riftory, Jtrtitobohit 
i'ualjhali in Mnns fubdue : Nor docs Htffor .who carries it fey as^y^ 
nore. However Menelaus underftands it of the death by what he re-' 
>lie8 : Fall he that muft benoOth his rivaVs arms, And Uve the rt fi > 
\ris to Helen fpeaks only of the former ; and Id^sus to Priam repeats 
:he fame words. But in the folemn oath Agaaumifn fpecifics the 

atter. If hy Pzris JUin and If h my brother's arm the Trojan 

hleed, Priam alfo underftands it of both, faying at his leaving the 
field, What Prince Jhall fall heavn only knowt ( I do not cite 

the Greek becaufe the Engli& has preferved the fame nicety.) Pgtk 
tiim&lf confefl*es he has loft the vidory, in- his fpeech to Hden^ wfaick 
he would hardly have done, had the whole depended on that aJone.s , 
And laftly Menelaus (after the conqueft is clearly his by the flight of* 
Farts) is Hill fearchiog round the field to kill him, as if all were of 
DO eflfdCt without the. death of his adverftffy. It appears from henot . 
that the Trojans had no ill pretence to break the treaty, fo that Ho* ^ 
mer oujht not to have been diredly accuied of making .7^''''' thf' 
author of peijury in what follows, which is one of the chief QfPJatd*% 
ohjedtions againA him. 

Vol. I. N ^^ 
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Stfll Priam^t walb in peacefol hppoors grow, 2^ 

And thro^ his gjatea ihe cromding nations &qw,» 

Thus while he fpokc, the, Qgecfn:Of Jie»y'o» enrag'd^ 
And Queen oC war, in dofe confiilt en^gM : 
Apart they fit, their d^ defigns employ. 
And meditate th^ fotare wo^ of Trojf. 30. 

Tho* iecret anger fwell'd Minerva\ hreafi. 
The prudent Goddefi yet her wrath fuppreft ; 
But JmtOf impotent of paffion, broke 
Her fullen filence» and with fury fpoke. 

Sh^ thtn, p tfx^ of th; ^thwrf^-e^gft.' 35 

||(y ich^o^V >^M^>4»^*.,a^iny,hQpi^ he^vaui.? 
^ye I, fbi; tibis, ftook lli<myn\h .ahutns, 
Afiembled nalionf, fet two worlds in arms ? 
To iproadr^he war, Iflewfion ihoce to ihore; 
iph! iofa^^tA couHqs fcarce the labo^r bore. 44^ 

Ajt leitgSth ripe vepge^nce.o'er their heads impends. 
But Jw§ himli^^e faithlefs race defmds : 
Loth as thou art to puniih lawleis luft, 
I^ol aQ the Gods are partial and unjoft. 




^.^XtpBtrfpif.. Wc mu^ bring the parrallcl cV?fe, by obferrinc 
tlut^^ hajibefor^ her in |iJK mai^ner a fuperior, who had provokM 
1|^, by ih^rp exprefllwns, and who^JI; couofels ran againft her iend- 
WUkp^ In all^whkh the Poet takes (are to'preierve her §XiX m the 
fACbcc «f that mfdm of whkh Cke was Goddeft. 

The 
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The Sire wkoTatbiHidtF (hftlcitike.cloafy»ftioi^. 45. 
Bighs frott-bis iiu^oft ifHb asd'tlMMrrqiiti?; 
Oh lafting rancour f ob mh^Mt htftm 
To Phrygians Monarcb» aad chc Fhryijm fiairf • 
^hat high offinice has £r*dvtli» i««le«f JiHM^ 
Caa wretched mcrtak ba«i¥'tktp9W^JW ikiNHre? 59< 

That 7r4)i.afl4 7>«r*B^H(ho(»raee^tbkm fWM?di tOB^bvid( 

And yon' fair ftru£lnre& level witl^the gttMMid!?: 

Hade, leave the ikies, fulfil thy fitn define;^. 

Bucft all her gates, and wrap htr walk iA.£lte! 

Let Friam bleed ! if yet ebon. thkA for ^.naor^^ f (. 

Bleed all his fons, and 7/uui iknfc.witb ^ptt;. 

To boundleis voiig^a«cc.tbe!Hui6.vfa]i»!lirgMfl^ 

Till vaft deftruaionglut the^Qjgm^of EicarTh^ 

So let it be, and Jw bis peactf :e»j(^> . 

When beav'a naiooget bttLts teian&e JoCiTrjfi' 6ir 



V. 5 q. I'^ Priam hkei, &c.] We find in Tafiu^i. fat>'rt the 
name ot Labto, as an ill poet who made a miferable tranflatioa ef tbe 
Iliad ; one of whofe vtrfes is ftiU prelerved, and happens to be that 
of this place* 

Crudum martjuctt Priamum, Pnamifue plfi/mos. 




Aftd4MtiiiLTaBm^amliM€idmff^ 
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But fhoaU -this aim' prepare to wreak onr hate 

On thy lov'd rpaku, inrfaofe gtlilt demands their late, 

Prefume not thoa the lifted Mt to fli^, 

Kemember frty, and give the vengeance way. 

For know* of all thenmn^roos tawm that fife 6j 

Beneath the rdling fan, and ftarry ^kies, ' 

Which Gods have raised, oreaith-bommentnjof; 

None ftands ib dear to Joivi as facred Tr^. 

No mortab merit more diftinguifli*d grace 

Than godlike Pfiam^ or than Friam'-^ ioxt, . 79 

S|31 to oar name their liecatombs exi>ircv ' 

And altars bkze with nn«rtingoiih*d fire. 

At this the GoddeisrQn!d her radiant ^es^ • 
Then on the Thond^rer iix*^ them, and replies ; 
Three townsare yunoH^on the Grecian plainsy 7^ 

More dear than all ih* extend ed earth contains, 
lAycetue^ . Jrgos, and the Sjfartan wallj 
Thefe thou may'ft rasse^ nor I fodi>id their M : . 



V. 6 X. Btitjbtttli this arm prepare t9 wredk cur bsU 
On tiy lofv'd reab m > ■ ■] 

Homer in this .place hat tOAityupiter to propliecy the dcftruSkm of 
Afyrm^ the fftTOured citv of Jutto, ,wbi<!h happened a little before the 
time of our atthor;' Sfraho^ I i. Tbt Tropin tcwr hehir over, ani 
the kittidom £^ Aganicinnon d^htyed, My cense daily dtereafed after tbt 
return of the Heraclidaet F§r thefe hecomi/ur majlert of Pelopoonefu^ 
caft tut the old iuhahitantt^ Jo that they wSt (yfffid ArpM overcame 
Myccnx alfo, emdcontraBed'hoA into oat bo»f,' AJhart time afur^ 
Mycenae w«f defirojod by the Ax^fn, and net the koMremmm ^ ii^rt 
ppo.to iefmml. 

*Tis 
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Tis not in me the vengeance to remove ; 

The crime^s fafiicient that they ihare my love. 80 

Of powV fiiperior why fhould I complain > 

Refent I may, but moft refent in vain. 

7et (bme di(Un£lion>^«9 might require. 

Sprang with thyfelf fiom^one celeftial Sire^ 

A Goddeis bom to ihare the realms above,- S5 

And ftyPd the conibrt o£ the thond'ring Jevi ; 

Nor thoa a wife and (ifter's right deny; 

Let both confenty and both by turns comply ; 

So fhall the Gods our joint dcicrees obey. 

And heav'n (hall ad as we dired the waf. 90 

See ready Pallas waits thy high commands. 

To raife in arms the Greek and Phrygian bands ; 

Their fodden fnendfhip by her arts may ceaTe, 

And the prood Tr^'on firft infringe the peace. 

The Sire of men, and Monarch of the iky, 9 j « 
Th' advice approved, and bade Minemfa ^y, 

DliTolvc 



V. 96. TV advice apprvo'd*'] This is one of the pitces for which 
Bomer is blamed hy Plato, who introduces Socrates reprehending it in 
his dialogue of the Republick. And Indeed if it were granted thai 
the Trojans had no right to break this treaty, the prefent machloe 
where yuno is made to propofe peijur;, yupiter to allow it, Minerza 
to be comnuffioned to haften the execution of it, would be one of the 
hardef^ to be reconciled to reafon in the whole Poem. Unlefs even then 
one might imagine, that Homer^s heaven is fometimes no more than an 
ideal world of abftra£led' beings \ and fo every motion which rifes ia 
the mind of man is attributed to the quality, to which it belongs, 
with the name of the Deity who is fuppofed to preiide over that 
quality fuperadded to it : In this feofe the prefent allegory is eafy 
eaougk. Pandarus thinks it prudence to (jBok hoiiAWt lai^'tiVkSi^'^x 
N 3 <s« 



Diflblve the league, aad^U Iwraits cnpldy 
7o make theiMsach^tke fiiithkis «a of ?fVf. 

Fir'd with the-duuge, ihe Itotdleng or^^d^lierflight, 
And fhot like light'imsg Iron Olymfui" beigkt« too 

As the red comet, firom tatrnmrnkxiX, 
To fright the tufckxis wkh a-dtre portent, 
(A fatal fign to«nnie8 on tiie plain. 
Or trembliogiailon on the wkioy maid) 
With fwecping glories glidca nkmg in tttf, 105 

And ihakes the ^Ues from its bkzing haSf : 
Between both armies thus, in open fi^. 
Shot the bright Goddefs in a trdl of lig^^ 
With eyes eredl the gating hofts'idaiire 
The pow'r dcfcending, and the heav'ns on Ire I 1 1» 
The Gods, (they cry'd) the Gods this fignal fent. 
And fate now labours with feme vaft^rent : 
Jiyve feals the league, or bloodier fcenes prepares ; 
Jovcy the great Arbiter of peace and wars ? 

They faid, while Pallas thro' the T^rojan throng 1 15 
(in (hape a mortal) pafs'd difguis'd along. 



the hands of the tro^ani by deilroying Menelaus. This fentiment ii 
alfo incited by a notion of ghry, of which Juno is rcprefentcd as 
Goddefs. Juiiter, who is fuppofed to know the thou^ts of men, 
permits the a&ion which he is not author pf^ but fends a prodigy >t 
the fame time to give warning of a coming mifchief, and accordingly 
we find both annies defcanting uppn thf fi^bc of it in the followinf 
lines. 



Like 
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ke bold Laodcfcus^ Ber couife (he beiit, 
^ho from Antenor traced his high defcent. 
midft the ranks Lyca'in'z fon (he found, 
he warlike Vandarut for iSrength renownM ; 1 20 

^iiofe fquadroos, led from black jEfepm* idoodj* 
^ith flaming Shields id martial circle ftood. 
To him the Goddefs : Pbrygiau I canH thott^ hear 
. well-tImM counTel with a willing ear? 
^hat praifc were thine, cbuld^ft ihoa dire^ thy dart, 125 
midft his triumph, to xkit.Spartan't lieart ? 
i^hat gifts from Troy^ from Pi»n/ woold'ft thoo gain, 
'hy country's foe, the Grecian glory (lain ? 
'hen feize th^ occafion, dare the mighty deed, 
im at his breaft, and may that aim facceed f x 3® 

dt fiH^, to fpeed the (haft, liddrefs thy vow 
V) Lycian Fhttius wkh the (ilver bow, 

V. no. PinitvM for finish feimin^d.] Bmer, fays P^ut^ch 
his treatifc of the Pyrtian Ofack, makes not the Gods to ofc all 
xfoni indifferently as their fttoM agents, but each accottlmiK to the 
»wers he is enduM with by art or nature. For a proof of Uiis, he 
Its us in mind how Minerva, when (he would penWade t^ Cnieh, 
eks for Ulyget'^ when flie would break the truce, {qx Pandoras 5 iind 
hen ihe would conquer, for Diomei, If we confulc the SthoHit npoa 
kis inAance, they give feverai reafoos why Paitdarta was particularly . 
oper for. the occafion. The Ooddeis went not to the Trajitfitt, b«- 
uie they hated Paris, and (as we are toid in the enl of the fbre- 
>ing book) would rather have given him up, than have done an 'IH 
aCwti for him : She therefbre looks among the alHa, and findft 
(udarus who was 6( a nation noted for perfidiDufneft> a^d had a'^1 
^ricioos enough to be capable Of engaging in dds tiftachery lot- thb 
>pes of a reward from Pjgris: as appears fay'his bdng fo covttdtts la 
>t to brvig horfei to the £ege. for fear of $fae cipesce or ioik bf 
tea j as he tells JEneds in the fifth Wk. 

N4 kfii^ 
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And fwear the firiUings of thy flock to pay 
On Zelia\ altars to the God of day. 

He beard, anid madly at the motion pleased, 13; 

His po!iih*d bow with hafly ra(hne& feizM. 
^was formM of horn, and fmooth*d with artfol toili 
A moantUB goi^ reflgnM the fiuDingrpoil, . 
Who piercM long fince beneath his arrows bledi 
The ffately quarry on the cIHB lay dead, 140 

And fixteen palms his brows large honours fpread : 
.The workman jmnM, and (hapM the bended horns. 
And beaten gold his taper points adorns. 
This, hy the Greeks unfeen, the warrior bendi. 
Screened by the (hields of his furroonding friends. 145 

There 

V, F41. SixtttH palmi.'] Both the horns together made this 
length I and not each, as Madam Daeier renders it. I do not objc^ 
it as an improbability, that the horns were of fixteen- palms each; 
but that this would be an extravagant and unmanageable fize for a 
bow is evident. 

V. 144. This, by the Greeks unfeen, the toarrior hends.'\ The Poet 
having held us through the foregoing book, in expectation of a f«a^» 
makes the conditions to be here broken after fucb a manner, as fliould 
oblige the Greeks to aA through the war with that irreconctleable 
fury, which affords him the opportunity of exerting the full fire of 
his own genius. The ihot of Pandarus being ther^re of fuch con- 
iiequence (and as he calls it, the i^ftM o^vvdcjff the fmndation of 
future woes) it was thought fit not to p»(s it over in a few words, 
like the Bight of every common arrow, but to give it a defcription 
fome way corrcfpondrng to its importance. For this, be farrounds it 
with a train of circumilances ; the hiftory of the bow, and bending 
it» the covering Pandarus with ihields, the choice of the arrow, the 
f rayer, and poflure of the fliooter, the found of the ftring, and flight 
of Uie (haft; all moft beautifully and livelily painted. It may be ob- 
idrved too> how proper a time it was to expatiate in thefe particulars; 
when the armies being unemployed^ and only one man ading, tbe 
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There meditates the mark : and couching low. 

Fits the (harp arrow to the well-flrung bow. 

One from a hundred feathered deaths he chofe^ 

Fated to wound, and caufe of future woes. 

Then offers vows with hecatombs to crowa 150 

Jlfolloh altars in his native town. 

Now with full force the yielding horn he bends. 
Drawn to an arch, and joins the doubling ends; 
Clofe to his bread he drains the nerve below, 
*Till the barb'd point approach the circling bow.;> 1 55 
Th' impatient weapon whizzes on the wing ; 
Sounds the tough horn, and twangs the quiv'ring ftring. 

But thee, JtrUts! in that dangerous hoar 

The Gods forget not, nor thy guardian pow>.. 

Pallas allifb,. and (weaken^ in its force} t6o 

Diverts the weapon from its deftin'd conife : 

So 

poet and hii readers had^ leifdre to be the fpet^ators of a fingle aod 
deliberate action. I think it will be allowed, that tba little cifcuin- 
ftances which are fometimes thought too redundant in Hmkt, have a 
wonderful beauty in this place. Vtrgil has not failed to copy it, and. 
with. the greateft happinefs imaginable. 

Dixit, & aairata tfoHcrem Tbretjpt fagittanf 
Defrmfit fbamrA^ cmmuqut infinfa tefemUfi 
Bt duxit longif donee curoata eoir^nt 
hter fe. eapita, . & mambm^jam tangeret Hfuis,, 
Lav/i acitm firri^ dextr^ ne rvoftte pafillam, 
Extemplb teH ftridoreur auraffut finantes 
jiuJiit una Aruni, k^ffique in. corport femam 

. V. 160, Pallas ajifltf smd (weakened, im its font) Dkmrtf^ «!»' 
weapt n ■ , J Foribe only defigntd, ly4a|jttui«CH«i4 to> 
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So from her babe, when flomber feab his eye. 

The watchful modier wafts th' cnvcnom'd fly. 

Jaft where his belt with golden buckles joinM, 

Where linen folds the doable corilet linM, 165 

She tum'd the ihaft, which hiffiog from above, 

Pafs'd the broad belt^ and thro* the corflet drove; 

The folds it piercM, the plaited linen tore, 

And nizM the flcin, and drew the purple gore. 

As when fome ftately trappings are decreed 1 70 

To grace a monarch on his bounding deed, 

A nymph 



incTcare the gtor^r ^ tht OretJki in the taking oi Tro^ t Yet fome 
Commentators have been fo fhipid, as to wonder that PaJJas (hould 
tie employed Hrft in the wounding of MeneJatts, and after in the pro* 
teeing him. 

V. 163. H^afit th* envtmm^d fy."] This is one of thofe humble 
comparifons which Homer fometinoes uies to dtrcrfify his fuhje^, but 
a very exa£l one in its kind, and correfponding in all its paits. 
The care of the Gc^deis, the unfufpe£ling fecurity of Meneiaus, the 
ea(e with which (he diverts the danger, and the danger itfelf, are alk 
included in this Aort compafs. To which may be added, that if 
the providence of heavenly powers to their creatures is expreft by the 
k>ve of a mother to her chil^, if men in regard to them are but as 
liieedlefs (leeping infants, and if thofe dangers which may form great 
to ns, are by them as eafily warded off as the fimile implies i there 
will appear fomething fuUime in this conception, however little or 
low the image nviy be thought at firft fight in refpe^ to a hero. 
A higher comparifoa would but have tended to lefleiv the difparity 
between the Gods and man, and the juftnefs of the fiaiile had been 
lof^, as well as the grandeur oiF the (entiment. 

V, 170. j4s when fome fiattly trappinp, &c.] Some have judged 
the circun\ft;tnces in this iimile to be fuperftoous, and think it foreign 
to the purpofe to take notice, that this ivory was intended for the 
bofles of a bridle, was laid up for a Prince, or that a woman of 
Carta or Maonia dy^d it. Eufiatbius was of a different opinion, who 
extfiis this paffage for the variety it preients, and the learning it in- 
c}«4^< : Wc j^ioi drotoi hence that the Lydifin* and Cartam mtf^ 

famoot 
a 
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A nymph in Carta or Mttonia bred. 

Stains the pure iv'ry with fl lively red ; 

With equal laftre various colours vie. 

The fhinlng whltenefs, and the Tyrian dyi^ ; 175 

So, great Atrides! ihow'd thy iacred blood. 

As down thy*fnowy thigh didiird tke fireamiog ikiA* 



fMnous in the firft times for their fttiiuAg in purple» and tbat the 
women excelled in works of irory ; As lASa that there Wlte ^(aia 
ornaments which only Kings and Princes were orivilettd to wear«- 
But without having recour^ to antiquitiet to jdftify this partimlar, 
it may be alledged, that the fimile does npt confift barely ia th« 
colours ; it was but little to tell us, that the blood of Maulaui ap- 
pearing on ! the whitened of his ikin, - vye^ with the purple . if orjf \ but 
this implies, that the honourable wounds of a hero are the b«iutifi4 
drefs of "war, and become hfaii as auich U the moJI; t^kfittitnlde^tB 
in which he takes the fiekl. Virgil^ *tit true, has omitted the €i|« 
«umfiance in -his imitation o# diis wmfmtiii, AS^w i». • 

Jndum fanguiiM veAtti vlilgvtn't efirg < 
Si' quit dmr i ■ • ■ 

But in this he judges only for hsmfelf . and doer not condemn HoHer, 
It was by no means proper that his-tYory fhould have been a piece, of- 
martial acco utr em e nt, wbeif he vffifd^ it £> ii&tMkif, tr^i&fcrnng 
it from the wounds of »her0 to the bluftes of che-fitt^ LiMilia/, . 

in giving the piAure of the blood rtfUlfttA^ Hra Ui^Wht,'!^^^ 
mti lower, ;a»^wil^appear fttai the w^idt thiekniid^et* 

ToSbt 'roft-Mirt>tef (ud^ atpueirt finfo} 
ZvfvUif wtnifMi r, «^s apvfti iM^Mm^* 

The tranffator^has not thou^t ^t tameAlioh'everyt&e^dM'jMftf^. 
firft the thtgby then thct 1^ then the foot, whidt nttglMi bt cediour 
in Engiijh : But the Attthor*s defign' being o&ly to iflM|pe tktr ftream« 
ing of the blood, it deemed eqMivakiUto iBalte'tttnG]aetkMP«||^thil& 
length of aa ^Mxandn'm Ijmt* . 



MM^ 
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With horror feiz'd, the king of Men dcfcry'd 

The fhaft kfixM, and faw the gufhing tide : 

Kor leis the SparUiH feared, before he foand 18^0 

The (hining bark appear above the wound* 

Then* with a iigh, that heavM his manly breaft^ 

The royal brother thus his grief expreft. 

And grafpM hb hand ; while all the Greeh around 

With anfwtring fighs retom^d the plaintive found. 1 ^5 

O dear as life ! did I for this agree 
The folemn troce» a fatal tr^ice to thee H 
Wert thou exposed to all the faoftile train^ 
To fight for Grteee^ and conquer, to- be flain ^ 
The race ^^r^s in thy rain joiis 190 

And &ith isi fconi'd by all the perjurUline. 
Not thus our vows,^ confirmed with wine and gort, 
Thofe hands we plighted^ and thofe oaths we iWore, 



V. 1S6. Odua>Mlffi,9t9,']\ This iaddent of: the wound of J£ritf* 
taux gives occafioa to Homer to draw a fine defoription of frateroal- 
love in.^dM««MM» On. the firft fight of it, he i» ftruck with tmaze 
a^ confi^iix. and now biekks-out in teademefs and grief. He firft^ 
accofes himfelf as the eanfe of this misfortone, by haviog confcntodi 
to expofe his brother to the fiogle combate, which had drawn on this 
fatal confequence. Next he inv^ghs agalnft the Trojans in general 
for their perfidioufnefs, as not yet knowing that it was the z&. of 
Pandarus only« Ne-then comforts himfelf with- the confidence that 
the Gods will revenge him upon Trty $ but doubts by what hands 
this puflifllment may be iafliaed> a& feaitng the death of Menelaur 
"will force the^ir^ib to return with (hamc to their country. Thtre 
If no oontfadi£^ion in all this, but on the other fide a great deal 
of natwey. in.tbe.confufed fcntiments of jigamemiwi on the occafioo> 
^ they are very well explained by Spcndamu 



siua 
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Shall all be vain : When heav'n's revenge is flovtr, 

Jove but prepares to fir ike the fiercer blow. 195 

The day fhall come, that great avenging day. 

Which Troy'i proud glories in the duft. fhall lay. 

When Priam\ pow'rs and Pnamh felf fhall fell, 

And one prodigious ruin fwallow aU. 

I fee, the God, already, from the pple 200 

Bare his red arm, and bid the thundef roH; 

I fee th' Eternal all his fury fhed. 

And fhake his j^gis o'er their guilty head. 

Such mighty woes on perjured Princes wait ; 

But thou, alas f deferv^ft a happier fate. 205 

StUl mufl I mourn the period of thy days. 

And only mourn, without my fhare of praife ? 

Deprived of thee, the heartlefs Greeks no more 

Shall dream of conqueHs on the hoftile fhore ; 

Trey feiz*d of Kf/w, and our glory loft, ^10 

Thy bones fhall moulder on a foreign coaft t 

While fome proud Trojan thus infulting cries, 

(And fjpurns the duft where Memkiu lies) 

*♦ Such 



V. 212. Wbili jonu ^ro«J Trofan, &c,'\ ^amemiun Bere calls \o 
mind bow, upon, the death of his brother, ue inefre£hial pepara- 
tions and actions againft Tnty muft become a derifion to the world. 
This is in its own nature a -very irritating fentiment, though it 
-were never fo carelefly cxprcft j but the Poet has fbund out a pecu- 
liar air of aggravation, in making him bring all the confequences be-* 
fibre his eyes, in a pi6hire of their Trojan enemies gathering roood the 
tomb of the unhap^ THAgnduut elated with En^> -iofultinKthe dead, 

andi 
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" Such are the trOples Greece from i7i0« brings, 

•« And fuch the conquefts of her King olF KiAg$ ? 2 1 j: 

** Lo his proud veffek icatter^d o^er- the main, 

** And unrevengM his mighty brother ilain.^^ 

Oh ! e'er that dire difgrace ihall blafi: my fame,/ 

Overwhelm me, earth ! and hide a monarch's fhdme. 

He faid : A leader'^ anc) a brother's fears^ zio^ 

Poflrefs his foul^ which thus the Sfartan chears : 
Let not thy words the warmth of Greece abate ^ 
The feeble dart is guihlefs of my £ite : 
StiiF with the rich embroidered work around>. 
My vary'd belt repcU'd the flying wound. 225, 

To whom the King. My brother and my friend,. 
Thus, always thus, may hcav'n thy life defend ! 
IJow feek fome (kilful hand, whofe powerful art 
May ftanch th' efFufion, and cxtra^ the dart- 
Herald, be fwift, and bid Machc^'dn bring 230 
His fpeedy foccour to the Sfartan King ; 



ami throwing out ^^HHainfol exprdfions and cuHes againft bim and' 
hb family. There is nothing which could more efifedlually repre- 
fent a i^ate of anguifh, than the drawing fuch an image as thif^ 
which fhews a man increafing his prefcnt unhappinefs by, the profpe^ 
of a future train of misfortunes. 

V. 222. Let net thy wordi the warmth of Greece abate.y In Am" 
memnorif Homer has (hewn an example of a tender nature, and fra- 
ternal affefUon, and now in^ Menelaus he gives ns one of a generous 
warlike patience and prefence of mind. He fpeakc of his own cafe 
with no other regard, but as this accident of his wound m»f tend- 
to the difcouragement of the foldiers ; and exhorts the General to 
beware of deje&ing their ffirits fsoa the proiecutioA of the war. 

tkrc'd 
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Picrc'd with a winged fliaft (the deed olTrcy) 
The Grecian's forrow, and the DarJan\]oy. 

With hafty zeal the iwift Talthyhius flies ; 
Thro' the thick files he darts his fearching eyes, 23^^ 

And finds Machaon, where fublime he Hands 
In arms incirded with his native bands. 
Then thus : Machaon^ to the King repair. 
His wounded brother daioas thy timely care ; 
Pierced by fome Lycian or Dardantan bow, 2^%- 

A grief to us, a triumph to the foe. 

The heavy tidings griev'd the godlike man i 
Swift to his fttccour thro' the ranks he ran : 
The daundefs King yet ilanding firm be found. 
And all the chie& in deep concern around* 145 

Where to the fteply point the leed was join'd^ 
The (haft he drew, but left the bead bdifnd. 
Strait the broad bdt with gay embroidery grac*(^ 
He loos*d ; the corilet from his breaft anbrac'd i^ 
Then fuckM the blood, and fov'reign balm mfus'd,. 259^ 
Which Cifiron gave, and j^fculafius us'd. 

While roand the Prince the Gfetks empl(^ their care. 
The Trofans ru(h ttimakuous ta the war; 
Once more they glitter in refulgent arms. 
Once more the fields are fill'd with dire alarms. 255 

V. 253. I'bi TsoJAiis ruOk tumukuoM i» ihe war.1 Thsy advanced 
to thetoemy in the belitf tJiat the ilk>t ^f^mdmrut vmm uoM Viy. 
c«dcf of tlk Ccaecals. Daciep^ ^. 
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Nor had yoa feen the King of Men appear 
Confused, unadlive, or furpriz*d with fear; 
But fond of glory, with fevere delight. 
His beating bofom claimed the riiing fight. 
No longer with his warlike fleeds he flayed, 260 

Or prefs'd the car with polifh'd brafs inlay 'd': 
Btit left Eurymedott the reins to guide ;. 
The fiery courfers fnorted at his fide. 
On foot thro' all the martial ranks he moves. 
And thefe encourages/ aod thofe reproves. 265 

Brave 



V. 256. Nor had yoit feen.'] TBe Poet Kcre changes hia narration, 
and turns hunfek' to tiM reader in an Apofir^ffbei Lonpma in his 
I2d chapter, commends this figure, as caufing a reader to become 
a fpedlator, and keeping his mind fixM upon the action before him. 
The Apoftropho (fays he) renders us more enuakerCd^ mart attentive^ 
and more full of the thing dcfcrib*d. Madam Dacier will have it, that 
it is the Mufe who addretVes herfelf to the Poet in the fecond peribn: 
'Tis no great matter which, fince it has equally its effect either way. 

V. 264. Tbro^ all the martial ranks be moves, &c.] In the follow- 
ing review of the army, which takes up a great part of this book, 
we fee all the fpirit, art, and induftry of a compleat General 5 toge- 
ther with the proper characters of thofe leaders whom he incites* 
^amemnon confidcrs at this fudden exigence, that he fhould firft ad- 
drefs himfelf to all in general } he divides his difcourfe to the braiw 
and the fearful, ufmg arguments which arife from confidence or de- 
fpair* paiTions which a£fc upon us- mod forcibly : To the brave, be 
urges their fecure hopes of conqueft, fince the Gods muft punifli per- 
jiuryj to the timoroos, their ir>evitable deftru£lion, if the enemy 
ihould burn tHeir (hips. After this he flies from rank to rank, ap- 
plying himfelf to each ally with particular artifice : He careffes /Jv- 
merteus as an old friend, who had promifed not to for fake him ; aod^ 
meets with an anfwer in that heroes true chataftcr, fhort, hontft, 
hearty, and foldier- like. He praifes the Ajaxes as warriors whofe 
examples fired the army ; and is received by them without any reply »■ 
as they were men who did not profefs fpeaking. He pafles next to 
Nefivr^ whon kc finds talking to his foldiere as he m^xfhal^d then \ 
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Brave men ! he cries (to fucb who boldly dare 

Urge their fwift deeds to face the coining war) 

Your ancient valour on the foes approve ; 

Jove is with Greece, and let us truft in yo<vi, 

'Tis not for us, but guilty Troy to dread, 27* 

Whofe crimes fit heavy on her peijur'd head ; 

Her fons and matrons Greea ihall lead in chains. 

And her dead warriors (trow the mournful plains. 

Thus with new ardour he the brave infpires ; 
Or thus the fearful with reproaches fires. 275 

Shame to your country, fcandal of your kind ! 
Bom to the fate you well deferve to find I ' 

Why fland ye gazing round the dreadful plain^ 
Prepared for Bight, but doomed to fly in vain? 



hert he was not to part without a complifnent on both fides $ ho 
wiOies him the fbength he had once In his vooth, and is anfwerM 
vntfa an account of miething which the old hero had done in hit 
former days. From hence he goes to the troops which lav fiurtheft 
from the place of aftton ; where he finds Men^heus and Ut^ffift not 
intirely unprepared, nor yet in motion, as being ignorant of what 
had happened. He reproves Ul^ffis for this, with words agreeable to 
the hurry he is in, and receives an anfwer which fuits not ill with 
the twofold character of a wife and a valiant man : Hereupon j^a- 
menmoH appears prefent to himfelf, and excufes his hafty expreffions. 
The next he meets is Diomed, whom he alfo rebukes for backward^ 
neis, but after another manner, by letting before him the example of 
his father. Thus is j^gamemnon introduc*d, praifing, terrifying, ex- 
horting, blaming, excufing himfelf, and again rdapfing into reproof ; 
a lively pi£lure of a great mind in the higheft emotion. And at the 
fame time the variety is fo kept up, with a regard to the different 
chancers of the leaders, that our thoughts are not tired with run- 
sing along with him over all bis army. 



Conftt^yg 
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Confus'd anid putting thxus, the hunted deer 280 

Falls as he flies, a vi6liin to his fear. 

Still muft ye wait the ftfes, and ftill retire, 

•Till yon' tall vtfitls bla'ze with Trojan fire ? 

Or truft ye, jQ've a valiantToe fkall thide. 

To Cave a tremUhig, htartttfi, dailard ftice } 2S5 

Thb raid, he ilalk*d with ample flrides along. 
To G-eteS brave monarth, and 'his mardal thtbto'g ; 
High at theffheid he faw thio'diief ftppear» 
And bold Merionts cxcite the Tear. 
At this the Ring his gen^Toos joy e)q>reft, 29^ 

And darpM the waiYior'tolib Xttttd bVeaft. 
Divine Uonumufl -Whkt txskt We owe 
To worth like thin? \ Arhat prai/b (hittl webeftOW? 
To thee the foremoft honoars are decreed, 
Firt ift ithe Ight, «Bd wVy gm^Ml deed. V)% 

l^orthis, in bao<|ueta, i^en (he<get)^roas4)OwIt 
fteflore our tiloocl, and raife tht warriors fouls. 



V. £96. Tw this, in hanqueti.'\ The anckntt ttfotliy in tbcif 
fcaAi divided to the guefb by equal portions, except when they took 
fome particuUr occafion to ihew diftinflion, and give the prefereoce 
CO any one perfon. It was then looked upon as the higheft mark of 
honour to be allotted the bcft portion of meat and wine, and to be 
alk>w*d an exemption from the laws of the feaft, in drinking wine 
unmingled and without ftint. This cuftom was much more ancient 
than the time of the T'rojan war, and we find it pra£^iied in the 
banauet given by Jofcpb to his brethren in .^Ei^» Gtn, 4§. ▼. ult. 
Ani be Jent mejes to them from before bim, but ocnjamin^f tmjt not 
five times fo. mucb as any of theirs% f)acier. 
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Tho' all the red with ftated rules we bound, 
UBoiix'dy unmeafurM are thy goblets crown'd. 
Be flill thyfelf ; in arms a mighty name ; 300 

Maintain thy honours, and inlarge thy fame. 

To whom the Cretan thus his fpeech addreft ; 
Secure of me> O King ! exhort the reft : 
PkM to thy fide, in ev^ry toil I fhare. 
Thy firm afToci^te in the day of war. 305 

But let die iignal be this moment giv*n ; 
To mix in fight is all I aik of heav*n. 
The field fhall prove how peijurics fucceed. 
And chains or death avenge their itnpions deed*. 

Charm'd with this heat, the King hb coarfe purfocs, 310 
And next the troops of either Ajax views : 
In one firm orb the bands were nU2g*d Ammdf 
A dood of hficoes lilackenM a]l.&ef roaad. 
Thus from -Ae lofty promontory's 'bvow 
A fwain ftirvey^ the gathering ftorm below ; 3x5 

$low from the main Ae heavy vapoom rife, 
Spread in dim ifartans, and fail along the ikie», 
*'nil black as njght the Twelling tempeft ikows. 
The cloud condenfing as the Weft wind blows: 
He dreads th* impending ftorm^ and drives his fiock 326 
To ^e clofe covert df an «thing rock. 

Such', and lb thick, th'cmbatld^^iquedroBsAopd, 
With fpears ere£t» t moving iro* wood j 

A 
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A^fhady light was (hot from glimmering (hields. 

And their brown arms obfcurM the dufky fields. 32^^ 

O heroes ! worthy fuch a dauntlefs train, 
Whofe godlike virtue we bat urge in vain, 
(Exclaimed the King) who caife your eager bands 
With great examples, more than load commands. 
Ah would the Gods but breathe in all the red 33a 

Such fouls as burn in your exalted breaft ! 
Soon fhould our arms lvith juft fuccefs be crownM^ 
And Trofs proud walls lie fmoaking on the groofid. 

Then to the next the General bends his courfei 
(His heart exults, and gjbries in bis force) 335 

There revVend Neflor ranks his Pylian bands. 
And with infpiring eloquence commands ; 



V. 536. l%tre nv^rend Neftor ranks bis Pylian basJtA TIus it 
the Prince whom Hmer chiefly celebrates for martial di&pUne; of 
the reft be ii content to fay they were valiant, and ready to fight r 
The yars, long obfcrvation and experience of Neftor, render*d him 
the fitteft perfon xo be diftinguiihM on this account. The difpofitioa 
ef his troops in this place (together with what he is made to fsy, 
that their forefathers ufed the fame method) may be a proof that the . 
art of war was well known in Greece before the time of Homer* 
Nor indeed can it be imagined otherwifei in an age when all the 
world made their acquifltions by force of arms only. What is mod 
to be wondered at, is, that they had not the ufe of eavaby, all men 
engaging either on foot, or from charhts (a particular neceitary to be 
known by every refader of Homer & battels). In thefe chariots there 
were always two perfons, one of whom only fought, the other was 
wholly employ*d in managing the horfes. Madam Dader, in her 
excellent preface to Homer, is of opinion, that tBere were no borie- 
men *till near the time of Saul, threefcore years after the fiege of 
^roy'y fo that although Cavalry were iA ufe in Hwner*^ days, yet he 
thought himfelf obliged to regard the cuftoms of the age of which 
he writ, rather than thofe of his own. 

With 
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With ffa-ifleil orders fets his train in arms. 

The chiefs advifes, and the foldiers warms. 

jUaftor^ Chromiuiy H^emon round him wait, 34« 

Bias the goody and Pelagon the great. 

The horfe and chariots to the front aflign*d. 

The foot (the ftreogth of war) he rangM i>ehiiKl. 

The middle.fpace fufpe£^ed troops fupply^ 

JoclosM by both, nor left the pow^r to ^fi 34$ 

He gives command to. curb the^ery ftced. 

Nor caufe Gonfoilony nor the ranks eacceed; 

Before the reft let none too nfhly ride ; 

No ftrength nor fkill, but jufl in time, be tryM : 

The charge once made, no warrior turn the reint 35^ 

<fiQt£ght, or fall; a firm, embody M train. 

He whom the fortune of the field fhall call 

From forth his. chariot^ mount the next in hafte^ 

Nor 

V^ 344. Tbi miJMt J^e fujj^fied ti^i 7«^^0 This trdfice of . 
facing thofe men whofe behaviour was moft to lie doubted, in the .1 
.middle (fo as to put them uoder a necefltty of engaging even againft 
their inclinations) vns followed bv BMnihal in the battel ot^ama \ 
at is obferved and praiied bj PMius, who ouotet this terie on that 
4Ccafion, in acknowledgmeBt oiHmner'.t fluU in xnilitaiy diicipline* 
That our Author was the firft roafier of that ^t in Gnue^ is tho 
•pinion oi JEUmi, Taffic* c. i. Trontimu gives us another example 
of Pyrrbia Kin^of^pinu^t following this inftm^lion q£ Homer. Vidt • 
Strata f, lih,%, €, t. < %ojfmniidmti MarcdUmUf Uh, 14^ Jafcratcr 
.tatervts fediittm {nfirmis, muUum inter octet ffatium; /acuMfSfm.lbmeN* 
earn tUJ^fiionem, pretflituit, 

V. '352. Be whm the fhrtune of the fidd fiall caft 

Trem firth his. cbariet, mtimt the atxt — mIiq* .- \ 1 

The words in the original are capable of four different fignifications^ 
^ Suftathiui tbimet. The firft k, tha( whoever m fighting tVJWfll 
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Nor feck unpra6tis*d to diredl the car. 

Content with javUins to provoke the war. 35 j 

Oar great forefathers held this prudent courfe. 

Thus rurd their ardour, thus prefervM their force^ 

By laws like thefe inunortal conquers made* 

And earth's pjroud tyrants low in aihes laid. 



his chariot (hall win a chariot from his enemy» he flnll oontume tt 
fif(ht^ and not retif« U^m the^CMgufBiiait to iecute hit prae* Thci 
&cond, that if any one be thrown out of his chariot^ he ^bo hap- 
pens to be neareft ihall hiiid< farth.hit javclia to-helf him op inta mi- 
own. The third is direftly contrary to the Iaft« that if any one ba- 
caft from his chariot/ and wonld mount up into another man*s> dot' 
other fhall puih him back with his jav*lin> a|id not admit him, lar 
fear of interrupting the combate. The fourth is the ibile which is 
followed in the traAHation, a» feeminc. much the mo£b natural^ that 
every one ihbilld be left to govern his own chariot^ and the other 
v^ho Js adm|ttad> fight only wifh: the j^v^iith* The reaibn of tfaia 
advice appears by the (peech of Fandarus to ^was in the next book: 
JEneas having taken. him up in. his chariot to go againftDiMM^ 
compliments him with the choice either to fight, or to manage the 
reins, which was eftoemM an* office of honour^ To this PattJana 
anfwers, that it is. more proper for j^neas to guide his own horfes} 
left they not iet^ftg their aceuftomed nraftery fhould be ungovernabiey 
aj|di b(ing them into danger. 

Upon occaHon of the various and contrary fignifications of which 
thefc words are fald to be capable, and which £ufiaibiut.inA DacUr 
profeis to admire as an excellence; Monf* tie l^ Motte, in his late 
diicooHe upmrl^^^ very juftly animadverts, that if this be true, 
it- is a grievous fault in Homer, For what can be more abfurd than . 
to imagine, that the orders given in a battel fhould be delivered in 
ftich ambtguons terms, as to be capable of many meanings ? Thefe 
double interpre ta tio n s muft* proceed not from any defign in the Au- 
thor, but purely fnm the ignorance of the moderns in the Crak 
tongue : It being impoffible. for any one to poflefs the dead languaies 
to fuch a degree, as to be certain of all the graces and negligentes; 
Of to know precifdy how far the licences and boldo^il^ of expreflion 
were happy^ or forced. But Criticks, to be thou^t learned, attri- 
bute to the Poet all the random fenfes that amule them, and ima- 
gine they fee in- a fing^e wocd a whole heap of things whkh no 
modern language can exprefs ; fo are ofiLentupet cbanned with d«* 
thiif bat iBk conftrisoa of their own ideal. 

So 
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So fpoke the mafterof the owtial art., 3^60 

Aod touchM witl^tranTiKXt g^e^ Attidt^ hesirt^ 
Oh ! hidft thou ftrength ta match thy brave defirev. 
And nerves to fecooi} wb^j^ thy foul inip^resl 
But waftipg^ years thajt vvithei; huonan rape* . 
Exhauft thy fpirits^ anl thy.. aj(iD% oolbraf «^ . ^^ 

What once thou wert^ oh eyec^flvg^'ilpt^ if^ ! 
And age the lot of any chief- bfit tb^q^ * 

Thus to th' expericnc'4 Prio^y//rjyrt .ory'^i . 
He fhook his h(^yJocl^,,i^^l^JCeply*4* 
Well might L\^ia]y.,c^<l«octf|)ivV({j%^E«i^|tf - ^yoj 

That ftreDgth.wluc|i;x)B^e i» b(u)illgryoi^b,I kipefK^j. 
Such as I waS|i wh^p Ereu^aIf^(L^ 
Beneath this arm fall prol!s;atf o% the pbio^ 
But heav*n its-g^nc^ a^i a^<>9A9:Ue4owi». 
TheCe years witb witjoQi aomO)^ wkb aAiona^tkofe:! 375 
Tha. field of comha(ei(i tW yo«&g^.aiid)faDkl» 
The folemn couDcil beft becooMB the old: 
To you the,gloxiett8j:of)flid.I rofign. 
Let fage advice^ theipalm^fi m^ htJmiatk 

He faid. With joy the monarch marched before, 380 
Apd. fomi M^nifibetis .on j(be duOy ,(harev 
V^fidi whojm th^ .firm Jtbtman Ph^lam^ flayady; 
And next li^/ witk hi* fali)e6k bttidsi 
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Resiote their forces hj^ nor knew fo far 

The peace infringed, norheard the (bands of War; 38 j 

The tmnult late begun, they ftood intent 

To watch the motioD, dnhioos of th' event. 

The King, who &w their iquadrons yet inimov*d« 

Wi^ hafty ardour thus die chieft repr6v'd. 

Can Peitns' fon forget a warrior^s part, 390 

And feare Vijifes, fkillVi in cv'ry art? 
Why ftand yon diftant, and the reft expe£b 
To mix in comhate whidi yonrfelves neg^eft ? 
From you ^twas hop^d among the firft to dare 
The (ho^ ^fannies, and commence the war. 395 

For this your names are call*dy before die teft^ 
To (hare the pleafures of the genial feaft : 
And can you, chiefs! widiout a blufh furvey 
Whole troops before you laboring in the fray ? 
Say^ is it thus thofe honours yon requite ? 400 

The firft in banquets, but the laft in fight. 

Ulyjfes heard : The hero's warmth o'erfpread 
His cheek with bluihes: And fevere, he faid : 



V. 3S4. Rtmote their fiixes Ly,] This is a reafon why the troopi 
of U/vJes and Menefibtus were not yet in notion. Though another 
nay l>e added in refpefl to the fomer, that it did not confift with 
the wifdon of Uhnffa tp fall on with his fprcet *till he was well 
aflured. Though courage be no inconiiderable part of his diaraAer, 
yet it is always joIn*d with great caution. Thus we fee hin foon 
after in the very beat of battel, when his friend was juft (lain before 
his eyes, firft looking carefolly about hin^ before be would throw bis 
fpetf^ ifvenge him. 

Take 
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Take back th* unjuft reproach ! Behold we (Und 
SheachM in bright arms, and but exped command. 405 
If glorious deeds afford thy foul delight. 
Behold me plunging in the thickeft fight. 
Then give thy wanior- chief a warrior^s due. 
Who dares to adt whate*er thou dar*ft to. view. 

Struck with his genVpus wrath, the King replies ; 410 
Oh great in adion, and in council wife! 

With ours, thy care and ardour are the fiuae, 

Nor need I to command, nor ought tp blame* 

Sage as thou art, and leam'd in human kind» 

Forgive the tianTport of a martial mind. 41 j 

Hade to the fight, fecure of jud amends s 

The Gods that make, ihall keep the worthy, friends. 

He iaid, and pa&*d where great Tydida lay. 
His fteeds and chariots wedg*d in firm array : 
(The warlike ^/ifr^xtf/jKi attends hb fide) 420 

To whom with ftem reproach the monarch cry*d ; 
Oh fon of7ydeus! (he, whofe fh-ength could tame 
The bounding deed, in arms 1 mighty name) 
Called thou, remote, the mingling hods dcfoy. 
With hands ana^v^ .and a careleis. eye? . 425 

Not thus thy Sire the fierce encounter feared ; 
Still fird in firont the matchleis Prince appeared : 
What glorious toils, what wonders th^ recite. 
Who vxewM him labVing thro* tin ranks of fight! 

Vol. I. O 
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I fiuKT him Meft» when gftth'rkig aattial pow'it 4)0 

A peacefiU gudl, ht ibaght i^>Mitf 't tam'ti ; 

Armies he afk'd» ftod armiei lud faeen gi?*A| 

Net we deny'dy but 7<^^ forUd from heav*tti 

While dreadful cometi gWkig ftt>m a&r 

Forewarned the horcOA of the ri^4B»wir. 45} 

Next, feot by Gmt^ ^n where i^Jkfm fk»«^ 

A fearlefs envoy, he efipMidiM the fllts^| 

fTiif ^/s hoilile mib^ Hftgttirdtf^t M<i il»i«v 

Dauntlefs he ettteb) «Dd demands thie tht«tt«. 

The tyrant feaMig wM hts ^tiiiers ht fbindv 446 

And dar'd to combats i^AafethieA tit/mAr 

Dar'd and fubdu'd, befcit thiir haughty fol*j 

For PMns fsxvm^ fik mun and ^'d hk iWord. 

Stung with the fcwne, withk the windteg' \r^» 

To bar his pafftge fifty Warrkirs hy ; 445 

Tw6 heroes led the ieatt K^ttadrbn otr, 

Afaf(7/r the fiertt^ eAd htrdy fytvplkn ; 

Thofe fifty fl^B^iter^d m the ^owny tale?. 

He fpar'd but Dfie totair Uft (^rdidftx) tak. 



V: 430. J Jaw biM tmte, it>Ben, &c.J Tliis teftg h«httl61i cUn- 
cerning the hiHory of T^WiiM^ is not of ike nollkire cfif tk^o for wkich 
//(PTKT has been blamM with ifoine colour of jaftice : It is not a cold 
i^ory* but a vraarin repfoo^ ^ri^. tbt {iirtiailMiKiiig^ the a^tiobs d 
the father is made the Bigbcft incentive to the foo. Accordingly the 
air of this fpeeth •u^ht Ho H hil)»irited>at>We tttt ^oanmoli nutedie 
^y\e. As for the ftory itfelf^ it is finely told hv Stmiui in the ifr* 
coAdbookeftfat^l^m. ' 

3 Sttob 
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Such 7>^Mf was, andlfiidiJus martial fire I 459 

Cods! how theA^bdcgea'rateiffomtlieiirft 

No words the Godlike Darned Tetum^d^ 
But heard reipeftfal^. aiid In fiecret bumVl: 
Not fo fierce QafimHu^ uAdandtied fon^ 
^Stern as his fire, the boafter tibns heguih 45^ 

What needs^ O raotoafch! this^ invidious praife^ 
Ourfelvei to leflen^ while onr iiJK& ^a lai&t 
2>are to.beiiift» Atridnl andtoafeft 
Our valoar equal, tho* our iuiry Ii(s. 
With fewer troops we ftoitai'4 the tM^ M^l^ 466 

And happier faw the ftv'nfold city fiiO. 



V. 452. M twrifr iht GtdBt HKomtd ratntd,^ ^ Vm^ fH^ 
^> med is reproyed by Agamannon, be holds his peace in refped to hk 
«< General ; bot SHMtM^ ^letoitv ii|)da him with bbaftihf hfld info^. 
-•( lence. It is here worth obferving ia what manaer ^joMnrm be* 
« haves himfclf j he palfti by StbeniJia ^ithbUt iffording any reply e 
** whereas juft before,. when {/j^^ teftided bii ttUaXxA^tA^ Jbi^i ini* 
« mediately retumbd biih ah aniwer. For as it is a mean and iervil« 
« thing, and unbecoming the inii)e% of a Princej ^ «nto^apold» 
« g^s to every man in juftification of what he has faid or done; io 
>• tb treat all mtn. with equal negled is mere pride and excels of 
•** folly. We alfo fee of Dimedf that though he refiaias from 
« fpeaking in this place, when the time demanded a^on ; he af- 
«< ter wards exprefles hifflfelf in fudl a maantfr, aii ihe^rs. him nof ta 
^' have been infenfibk oi this unjuft rebuke (in the m'jttb btok) wheii 
-** he tells the King, he was the firft who hsd dar^d to reproach him 
•* with want of courage.** Pktarcb of rtading the Poeti, 

y. 460. JTiflamCd tbf tbebaa wdUA The firft rbdfW war, of 
whieh .^i^^mwmwit fpoke in the preceding Unes, was feven and tweiitf 
years before the war of Trojr. Stbendut htte fpe^ of the feeoaid 
iTbehn war, which happened ten 'years af^er thfe nrfts when the iboi 
•f tbcf ievea captains eon^vertd the dty, before which their fathers 
were deftroysd. Tydtug expiftd gnawing the head of his enemy, and 
C^^^WMtiMKa$a-ibtfckwbilohobiafphc»id>/l>^^ FidtStat. 



220 HOMER^'s ILIJU Book IV. 

In impious a£ls the gniltyfatlieiB djrtl ; . 
The fons fubdu!d« for beav!n. wit 00 tlifir fide; 
Far more than heirs of all our parents falne^ ..>.«• 
Our glories darken thdr diminifh*>d name. • : • 465 

To him ^ydides thus. My friend Ibrbear, - 
Supprefs thy paffion, and the Rmg revere: ' 
His high concern may wdl csccofe this rage, « ", . 
Whofe caufe we fbUow, and; wholie mr we w^-; ' - ^ 
His the firfl praife, were lUorC% towers b'^rttirolmy ' 470 
And if we fail, the chief difgrace his awn& 
Let him the Greeks to hardy toils excite, 
*Tis ours to labour in the glorious ighn 

He fpoke, and ardent, on the trembling ground 
Sprung from his car; his ringing aims refoond. 475 

i)ire was the clang, and dreadful from afar. 
Of armM Tydides rufhing to the war. 
As when the winds, afcending by degrees, 
Firfl move the whitening fur^ce of the feas. 

The 



T. 47S. Ai when the winds,^ Madam Dacier tbklks it may feem 
ibmething odd, that an army going to conquer, ihould be compared 
to the waves going to break themfelves againft the (here ; and would 
folve the appearing abfurdity by imagining the Poet laid not the ftrels 
fo much upon this circumftaoce, as upon the fame waves aflaulting 
a rock, lifting thenifclves over its head, and covering it with foaxA. 
H the trophy of their miSiory (as fhe expreflfes it). But to this it may 
\t anfwered. That neither did the Greeh get the bettec in this battel, 
nor will a comparifon be allowed intirely beautiful, which loAead 
cf illuilrating its Aibje^i, Hands itfelf in need of To much iUuihration 
end refinement, to be brought to agree with it. Hie palTage natu- 
rally bears this fenfe e As when, vfM the riJUtg nf the windf the 

vava 
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The billows float in order to the fhore, 480 

The wave behind rolb 00 the wave before ; 

*Till, with thegrowing (lorn, the deeps irife. 

Foam o'er the rocks, and thunder to the ikies. 

So to the fight the thick Battalions throng. 

Shields urgM.on ihields, and men drove men along. 485 

Sedate and filent move the num Vous bands ; 

No found, no whifper bat the ChicPs commands. 



v>afve% roU after one amtber to tbejbore ; atjlrfi there is a dijfant wtetion 
in the fta, then they approach to break ivitb noifc on tbeftrand^ and lafih 
rife ftvtlUng o^r the rocks, and tofs their foam above their heads: So the 
Greeks, atfrfi^ marched in order one after another fikntly to thefght, 
«*-— Where the Poet breaks off ^m profccuting the comparifon, 
and bv zfrolep/is, leaves the reader to carry it on, aod image to him- 
felf the future tumult, rage, and force of the battel, in oppoHtion 
to that (ilence in which he defcribes the troops at prefen^ in th< 
lines immediately enfuing. What confirms this exp;.fttion is, that 
Virgil has made ufe of the fimile in the fame fenie in die fevcnth 
JEneid* 

ThSui uti primo ceepit cum a&efcere vatfo, 
Paulatim fefe toUit mare & ahius undas 
Erifft ; inde imo confitrgit ad eethera fitndo, 

V. 478. jisvfben the winds, &c.] This is the firft battel in Ho- 
mer, and it is worthy obfervation with what grandeur it is defcribcd, 
and raifed by one circumftance above another, 'till all is involved in 
horror and tumult: The foregoing fimile of the vonds, rifing b/ 
degrees into a general tempeft, is an image of the progrefs of his own 
fpirit in this defcription. We fee firft an innumerable ;urmy moving 
in order, and areamulied with the pomp and filence ; then wakeu'd 
with the noife and clamour; next they join, the adverfe Gods are 
let down among them 5 the imaginary perlons of Terror, Flight, Dij- 
cord, fucceed to re-inforce them ; then all is undiftinguiflicd fury, and 
a confufion of Honors, only that at diflnerent openings we behold the 
di^in£t deaths of icveral hefocs, and thetf an invol^ again in iUe 
iame confulion. 
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Thofe only lieard ; widtawc the ioft dkej,. 
As if fome G<4 liad fnatch -d Adr ?aicf iwajk 
Not fo the Trojanti from d^tr faoft aCcf^ds 499 

A general fhottt that all the regiopi lends. 
^ when the fleecy flocks Dnniiinber*4 9^¥^ 
In wealdijr folds, and wait the n^ilkcr's kag4^ ' 
The hollow vales inceflant |ile»twg S3a» . . 
The lambs reply from all t>e »Qfifeifa^>^ h^; 49$ 

Such' clamours rofe from various natloDS round,. 
^bCd was the murmur, an4 ^oafqs'4 tt^ fnituL 
. Ead^L hoft now joius^ and e^cli^a God io^ir^t 
Thefe Man incites^ and thofe Minemfa fir^. 
Pale Flight around, and dreadfol ?>fT#r reigiti 50^ 

And Di/cord raging bathes the pui^e plain : 
Di/cQt4! dix:e filler of the ilaught'ring jQw'r* 
JSmall at her biith, but rifmg ev'ry hour. 

While 



V. 5ca. DIfcordy Jirt/pr, AcJ^ This is the parage fo hkhly 
.CN'Kirri by Longinus, as one of the moft figna} inftancet of the noblt 
Sublimity of ihif author t where it if feid, that the image her? dravm 
ot Difcord, wbofe bead toueFd the heavens, and ^ofe feet vfere on 
earth, may as jOi^ly be applied to the vail reach and <^ievacion of the 
Genius of Homer* Bat Monf. Boilea.u informs u$, that neither the 
quotation nor thefe words were in the original of Ltmginut, but 
partly infer ted by Gabriel de Petra. However, the bcft enconnum is, 
that Virgil has taken it word for word^ and applied it to the perfisiv 
•f Famt. 

ffirva metu prima, mox fefi attoUit in 0urat, 
Jugrediuo'^ Jhio, & caput inter mthilt ceadit* 

Ariftidet had formerly blamed H$mer for admitting Difcord into hea- 
-fciiy sod Scaliger takes v( the criticifm to throw him kelow VirgiL 

iam 
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While fcarcc the (km her horrid head can hoonl^ 
She dalks on earth, and fhaket the world aroQid ; 50$ 

The 



Pane (he Cays) is pro{ierly (tngonk to hide het hetd tft the ckwds, ht* 
caufe the grounds and authors of rumours are commonly unknown. 
As if the fame might not be alledged Ibr Jhuur, finot th« gBouods 
and authors of Dijcord are often no lefs fecret. Macnbiut has puC 
this among the paflTages where he thinks Vir^l has faUen fhort in his 
imitation of Homer, and brings thefe reafons for bis opinion t Homer 
reprefents Difcord to riie from fmall beginnings, and afterwards in 
her increafe to fes^K the heavens j P'irgil Ytu (aid this of Fsmet b«t 
not with equal propriety j for the fubjefts are very different x^^Dtfcofd^ 
though it reaches to war and devaftation, is ftUl Hifardi nor ccjSts 
to be M^at it was at fiHl : But Fame, when it grows to be univerfal, 
is Fame no longer, bot becomes knowledge aad ocrtainty ^ for who 
calls any thing Fame, which is known from earth to heaven ? Nor 
has yirgil eqnallcd the ftrength of Homer' z hypArbob ; fw one fpeaks 
of hta-ven, the other only of the clouds, Macrob. Sat. I. 5. c. xt^, 
Scafiger is very angry at this laft period, and by miftake blames Ge*- 
lius for it, in whom there is no fuch thing. His words are fo mfo- 
knily dogmatical> that barely to quote tbem is to anfwer them« and 
the only anfwer which fiich a fpirit of criticifm defervQ, Clamant 
^ubdMar^ de Faeta dixit earn inter nubila caput eondere, cum tamen Ho- 
wurus unde ipfe accepit, ta cmlo caput Eridh^ confiituit. Jam tibi pro me 
refpondeo, jVim fum imitatus, mib imttarii sou placet^ non efi trerum, 
C^numieeiem pomre ee^ in eeelo* Ridiculum eft, fatuum eft, Homtri-' 
tim eft, rretculum eft. Poec 1. ^. c. ^. 

This fine verfe was alfo criticised by Monf. Perault, who accufea it 
as a forced and extravagant hyperbole. M. BmUaif anCwen, That 
hyperboles as ftrong are daily uled even in common di&our^, and 
that nothing is in eflfs^l more ftri^ly true than that Difcord reig.nn 
over all the earih, and in heaven itfelf ; that is to £iy, among tlkt 
Gods of Homer. It is not (continues this excellent critick) the de- 
iicription of a giant, as th s cenfor would pretend, but r juft alle- 
gory \ and as he makes Difcord an allegorical perfon^ flie may be of 
what fize he pleafes without fhocking us \ fincc it is what wr regard 
only as an idea and creature of the fancy, and not as a material fub- 
ftance that has any being in natt>re. The cxpreffioa in the Pfahns, 
that the impious man is lifted up as a cedar ef Tibanut, docs by no 
means imply that, the impious man was a giant as tall as cedar. 
Thus far Boileau; and upon the whole we nay «b/erv«, that it 
feems not only the fate of great genius*s to have met with the moft 
malignant critkks^ but of the fioeft and nobleft paflages in them to 

O4 
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The nations bleed, where'er her ft^ (he tams» 
The groan ftiU deepens, and the combate bums. 

Now fliield with (hidd, with helmet helmet closed. 
To armour annott% lance to lance opposed, 
Hoft againft hoft with (hadowy iqoadrons drew, 5 10 

The founding darts in iron tempefts flew, 
Vidlors and vanquiihM join promircaous cries. 
And (hrilling (bouts and dying groans arife ; 
With ftrearaing blood the^lipp'ry fields are dy'd. 
And Aaughter'd heroes fwell the dreadful tide. 515 

As torrents roll, increas'4 by. nom*rous rills. 
With rage impetttous down their echoing hills 1 

Ro(h 



have becR particularly pitchM upon for impertinent critidrmi. Theft 
are the divine boldneiles, which in their very nature provoke ifflo« 
ranee and (hort-fightedBefs to (hew themfelvei) and which wbomr 
it capable of attaining, mud alfo certainly know, that they will be 
attacked by fuch, as cannot reach them. 

V. 508. iVow Jbield nvitb fricld, &c.] The vcrfee which follow 
in Che original are perhaps excelled by none in Homer \ and that he 
had himfelf a particular fondnefs for them, may be imagined from 
his inferting them again in the fame words in the eighth book. They 
are rery happily imitated by St at i us, lib, 7. 

yam clyptus clypeii, umbone repellitttr yvtbo, 
Enfewinax tnJUy pede pes, & cufpidc cujpi't, &e. 

V. 5 if. As torrents roll.'] This comparifonof rivers meeting and 
roaring, with two armies mingling in battel, is an image of that no- 
blends, which (to fay no more) vws worthy the invention of homer, 
and the imitation of Firgil, 

Aut ubi dicurfu rapido de montibus alt'ts, 

Dant fonitum fpumofi amnes, & in erquora currunt. 
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Ru(h to the vales and pour'd along the plain. 

Roar thro' a thoufand channels to the main ; 

The diftant (hepherd trembling hears the found : 520 

So mix both hofts, and fo their cries reboond. 

The bold Jntilocbus the flaaghter led. 
The firft who Arook a vaHtnt Trojan dead : 
At great Ecbepolus the lance arrives, 
Raz'd his high creft, and thro' his helmet drives ; 525 
Warm'd in the brain the brazen weapon lies. 
And (hades eternal fettle o'er bis tye»» 
So fmks a tQW*r, that long ailaulu had ftood 
Of force and fire; its walls befmear'd with blood. 
Him, the bold * Leader of th' Jbantian throng 539 

Seiz'd to defpoil, and dragged the corps along; 
But while he drove to tug th' inferted dart, 
Jgenpr^s jav'lin reach'd the hero's heart. 
His Hank, unguarded by his ample fhield. 
Admits the lance : He falls, and fpurns t&e field j 555 
• Elpbemr. 

Sijtjfque fuum fopubtus her ; ■ "S tupet infiiut ait9 
AccipUm jonitum faxi di 'vertiee faflw* 

The world populatus here has a beauty which one maft be mfeofible 
not to obfcrve. ScaHger prefers yirgirt^ and Macrebius Horner*^ 
without any reafons on either fide, but only »ne ctitvck*8 pottWc 
word againft another's. The reader may judge bctvicea tbem. 

V. 522. The hold Antilochus.] AntilKbui t\^c fon of l^^w » 
the firft who begins the engagcxnent. It feetns as if the o\d hcto 
having done the greatcft fervicc he v^as capable of at lus jeats, in 
difpofing the troops in the beft order (as we have feen bctcire) bad 
taken care to fet his fon at the head of them, to ^'« him the gjory 
of beginning the battel, • _,. 
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The nerves ynhmc'il^iippoit his liiiibf im ^ 

The foul coow Aoatuig in a tide of g^re. ^ 

^rtjans and Gr4ehs now gajJitr locmd ilia ikln i 

The war renews, the warriors ble^d agaiii ; 

hi o'er their prey rapackms wolires engagVy 5^0 

Man dies on msn, and alhis Mood aod rage. 

In Uooming youth fair Sifmifius MI, 
Sent by gi^at Jjom to the /hades of hell : 
Fair Simoifiut^ whom his asother hare 
Amid the flocks on filver Swwij* (hare ; 54J 

The Nymph defeending from the hills of Itk^ 
To fcek her parents 6a hjt flowVy fide, 
Brought ierih the babe^ their eommen care and joy^ 
And thence from Sim^j nam^d the lovdy boy. 



V. 540. ^ cer their /rgr rafiaciws wekfis engagt.J This ftort 
•omparifon iu the Crtek eonRSkf o©ly of ttro words, Aiwti arr, 
which Scaligir obferves upop as too ahrupt. 9i)t may it not be aa- 
fwer'd that ftich a place as this, where all things ars in confufion, 
fecm« not to admit of any fimile, except of one which fcatxe exceeds 
a noetaphor in length: When two heroes are engaged, there is a 
plain view to be givea us of their actions, and tliere a long fimile 
may be of ufe, to raife and enliven them by parallel circumftances } 
but whea the troops fall in promifcuoufly upon one another, the 
confcfion excludes diftinit or particular images \ and c^nTequently 
comparifons of any length would be Ids natural, 

V. 542. In h/ocming youth fair SimoVfius yi//.] Tb^s Princ» re- 
«eiv'd his name from the river Simois, on whofe banks he was born* 
It was the cuftom of the eaftern people to give names to their chil- 
dren dfriv'd from the moft remarlcable accidenta of their birth. 
The holy fcripture is full of examples of this kind. It is alio ufual 
in the Old TeAament to compareJPrinces to trees, cedars, ^c. at 
Simtfiuk is here refembled to a poplar. D^citr, 

Short 
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Short was his datp I by .^eadfol ^Mw flaiD 55O 

Hela^» and xtoifn all tbeif caves in vainf 

60 ^Is a poplar, that in waciy groi4iK] 

Rais'd high the head, with ftatdjr bfanchcB crowft*c^ 

liPell'd by fome artift with his fluning fleel, . 

To (hape the circft of ^ be&diiig wheel) 55$ 

Cut down it Ues, tall, AnoQth, and largely fpread^ 

With all its beaateous henoacs on its hmfi » 

V. 552. So falls a ftflsw,"] Bfjhtbk» la A£aer9^ fnSm l» 
this fimile thtiX of yirgil ia th^ kfon^ JBmid* 

Ac veluti in f^fi^j ^igUfV t»onfikmi omtfrKg 
Chm ftfro accifam crehrifqut bipennibut injiant 
Erueift tgrkokr emftitm^ if la ufjtu minatttF, 

yulturibus dojtee pau!a{ijm gyiff^ fyfrem^ 
Congemuir, traxttque Jugit awt^ ruinam* 

Mr. Hobbes^ in the pftFace to his tranflation of fJmerf has ^iTcoonM 
upon this occafiofi iMNry j«4lda»%% Bmtf .(^^T" h«> i^tt«deA.aP 
xnore In this place than to (hew how comely the body of Simoijfus 
Bppear*d as he lay d^ai upoa the b>nk vf Siawumd$r, ftiait mi tall> 
with a fair head of hait, like. a ftra^ an^ high popUr yitK the 
boughs ftilton; and not at all to dcfcribe the manner of his frlKnf, 
which (wl>cn a m»n is wosunderf t^iro* the breaft, z% b« w|s vflxk * 
fpcar) is always fudden. ysrgiTt is the defcription of a great tree 
tailing when m^y ipea. toge^har hew i^r 4owii. He m^^nx. t« com- 
pare the manner how Tray after many battels, and after the lots of 
many cities, iceoqufirM by tb^ maoy nations uod« JjgawntmMon '»* » 
long war, was thereby weakened, and at laft overthrown, with a 
great tree hown rotund abwitj ^ then falling by little and liwle 
leifurely. So that neither thpfe twa dep;riptiont, nor the tw.o cora- 
parifons, can be compared together. Thelinageof a man lying on 
the ground is one tjiing 5 thv image of fahins-^efpedally of •.J"'*!" 
dora) is another. This therefore gives no Advintage to yirgil ovdr 
liomiT, Thus Mr. Htbbn, 

o There 
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There left a fuhjed to the wind and rain^ 

And fcorqh'd by funs it withers on therplaxiu ■"■ 

Thus pierc'd by Jjax, Simtfius lies .560 

Stretched on the ihore, and thus negle&ed dies. 

At jijax Jntifbus his jav'lin threw ; 
The pointed lance with erring fury flew, f 
And LatcuSf lovM by wife Uiiffei, flew. 
He drops the corpfe of Si$imjuu flaro, : 
And finks a breathleis carcafs on the plain. 
This faw Ulyjffis^ and with grief enraged 
Strode where the foremofl of the foes engaged ; 
Arm*d with hb fpear» he meditates the wonnd. 
In a£l to throw; btttcautious, lo6k*d around. 570 

Struck at his fight the Tt^ntis backward drew. 
And trenobling heard the jav*lin as it flew. 
A Chief flood nigh who from j/fydtfjxsme, 
Old Priam's Ton, Democcofi was his name ; 
The weapon enter*d dofe above his ear, 575 

Cold thro' his temples glides the whizzing (pear ; 
'With piercing (hrieks the youth reflgns his breathy 
His eyeballs darken with the fliades of death; 
Ponderous he falls ; his clanging arms refound ; 
And his broad buckler nngs againil the ground. 5S0 

SeizM with affright the boldefl foes appear ; 
Ev'n godlike Hf^or feems himfelf^ to fear ; 

Slow 
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Slow be gave way, the reft tumukaoas fled ; 

The G reiki with ihouts preik oo^ and fpoil the dead ; 

Biit Pbighus now fipom HimH towering height 585 

Shines forth revcal*d, and animates the fight* 

%ryam be bold, and foree with force qspofe s 

Your foaming fteedt nrge headlong on the foes f 

Nor are their bodies t ocks, ,nor ribb*d with fteel ; 

Your weapons eoter, and your ftrohes they fed. 59# 

Have ye forgot what fcem*d ^oor dread before ? 

Thegreaty the fierce ^^iZ/^i £^its no more. 

JpoIIo thus from IUa9l*9 bfiy tow'n 
Arrayed in terrors^ r&aat'dt!kitTr«faM-:p9i9fnt 
While War^s fierce Goddeis fires the Gncian foc^ 59]; 
And ihouts and thunders in the fields below. 
Then great Dions h% by doom divfaiey 
In vain his valom*, and ilkiftrioas line. 
A brdcen rock the fosce of Pirtu threw, 
(Who from cold jEmu led the Thracimt crew) 600 

V. cSc. But Pheebus nowA Homer here introduces jfpolU on the 
fide of the Trojans : He had given them the aflHUnce of Man at 
the beginning of this battel; but Man (which fignifiet courage with* 
out condu£l) proving too weak to refift Minerva (or cobragie with 
conduft) which the Poet repjreieats as conilantly aiding h^ Greeks % 
they want fome prudent management to rally them agajn : He there- 
fore brings in a l^ifdom td aflift Man, under the appeaanot of 
Apolb, 

V. 592. Achilles figbtt no more,'] Homer firam tine to time puts 
his readers in mind of AchUles, during his abfence from the war^ 
and finds occafions of celebrating Jiis valour with the higheft praiiei. 
There cannot be a greater encomium than this, where ^oUo himfelf 
tells the Trojans they have nothing to fear, fince Achilla fights no 
longer againft them. Dader, 

Full 
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Full on Hts aoUv dropi tic fpond^NHUi ftoM^ 

Burft tUs ibang ncrfcfl^ and cmih^d the ftdid boAt ^ 

SiQiine he tuialtote the ciimftii*i fitt^ 

Before his helpM frkndsi edd i4Uive tmndt^^ 

And fpreads for «d ins vAtViiKBg hiAdK 605 

The foe rdfli'd ftriooe o hepiAti fivr liraidii 

Afid thro? Im M««l ditl^cte poiMMd dBtak: 

Sk gaihiog eAonrib foMfldtrd qspi diegrtModi 

And the warn lifexMM iflotog fimt tii*tvtnmiL 

His lance boUr^Ai lit tie «N^pi*iw Only ^i* 

Deep in hh breaft sdiQW dier ]^ It #talt 
Amid the lungi'iMi £K'd tie fiiiig:^ wood^< 
ilQd quiv>fi^ ill his hnUriqg bofinti ft^od ; 
^Till from the dfmg t\M^ appraacUdg ntiry 
Th* JEtoHan wartkir tugged fcis Weighty fp«^ : 6t { 

Then fudden wav'd his flankig fiiokhioir roimd^ 
And gaihM his beljy wkh a ghaaif iwtuad^ 
TIM corpfe tow breadiMlfi on ihe bloody pUn^ 
To fpoil his arms the vidor drove ta vain ; 
'Hie thrdcian bands againft the Vidor preft ; ^ 6*0 
A jjrove of lamrei glittei-*d at his breaft. 
Seem 7'jfe^*^, gl*i^g with teveftgefiil eyes. 
In iailcft fory flowly quits the prize. 

ThoB fell two Heroes ; one the pride of Thvce, 
And one the Leader of the Bfeian race 1 62 j 

I>eath*a 
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Death^s fable (hade at once o'ercaft their eyes. 
In duft the vanquiih'd, and the vidlor iies. 
With copious ilaughter all the fidds art red. 
And heap'd with growing mountains of the dead. 

Had fome brave Chief this martial fcene beheld, 650 
By Pallas guarded thro* this dreadful field. 
Might darts be bid to turn their points away. 
And fwords around him innocently play, 
The war^s whole art with wondor had be feen. 
And counted Heroes where he counted Men. 655 

So fought each hoft, with thiril of glory fir*d. 
And crouds on crouds trtumpha^atly esqpir'd. 



V, 630. Had fame brave chief, "] The turning off in this place 
from the actions of the field, to reprefent to us a man with fecuri^ 
and calmnefs walking thro* it, without being able to reprehend any 
thing in the whole a^ion ; this is not only a fine praife of the battel, 
but as it were a breathing-place to the poetical fpirit of the author^ 
after having rapidly run along with the heat of the engagement : 
He feems lik6 one who having got over a part of his journey, flops 
upon an eminence to look back upon the fpace he has pafTed, and 
concludes the book with an agreeable paufe or refpite. 

The reader will ezcufe our taking notice of fuch a trifle, as that 
it was an old faperftition, that this fourth book of the Iliads being 
laid under the head, was a cure for the ^artan Ague* Seremu 
Sammonicm, a celebrated phyfician in the time of the younger Gor- 
dian, and preceptor to that Emperor, has gravely pxefcrib*d it 
among other receipts in his medicinal precepts, Frac* 50. 

Maonia Jliados fuartum fuppone timenti, 

I believe it will be found a true obfervation, that there never was 
any thing fo abfurd or ridiculous, but has at pne time or other been 
written even by fome author of reputation : A reflexion it may n^t 
be improper for writers to make, as being at once fome mortifica- 
tion to their vanity, and fome comfort to their infiroiity. 



The Ead of Vot. I. 
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